Then Si, my brother, Si after having a few operations and a 
slipped disc in the back and gall stones and a few other troubles, 
he decided that he'd remain single and free and therefore he is 
still living back at the old homeplace , the Hugh Sharp place 
where our great-uncle Hugh Sharp lived and of course my dad built 
the house there. 

Then came along Paul. When he went to school at Buckhannon, 
he met Vonda Lowe and they were married and to this union was born 
a son and a daughter, Thayer and Barbara. Of course, Paul, after 
he finished school,he taught school and was principal ofthe Seneca 
Trail Public School at Slatyfork.for a few ye^re. When the second 
World's War come along, he went down to Institute near Dunbar and 
Nitro and went to work as personnel man,U.S. Rubber company in 
making latex rubber for war purposes. When this factory closed, 

followed with the company on to Texas and is living in Texam* 
Yonda died a few years ago and was burie<| Afenr Barboursville or 
Hu»|ti7\«fTpK viparents were buried. Paul remarried again. 

To this union there are no children and he was fortunate in getting 
-fwo good wives and of courae a good wife oames in pretty good 
to take care of you when you have ailments and we all have our 
sh a re • > nd Paul had some kind of paralysis in both arms for a 
while and the Lord is almost miraculously healing him and he 
has almost normal use of one arm f 


Now Dave, married Sylvia Friel, one of Dee Friel's daughter's 
and they have a girl of which they adopted and is very* bright 
and intelligent and a great help to them, when Sylvia hasn't been 
too well and like the rest of us- it's nice to have company around. 


Now this takes care of, I believe, my brother's and sisters.- 


My dad was the only son of my grandfather, Silas Sharp and my 
Sar^h Hannah Sharp. He had two sisters, Ella, who married Ro 
Gibson and Malinda,who married Ellin Hannah.. 



$y randfather Silas Sharp, spent t wenty-throe mo nths and 
twenty-four days in a Confederate prison (Turing the ^ivil War. 

He jVy2wft£ t ; ral brothers, ^wif^were killed duringthe Civil War. 
Bk w ara -, I Relieve', was killed back of the present house where 
Uhtfle Hugh used'to live. I do not know , but I think he was buried 
in the back in the ftalf lot* now belonging to Paul (along ?19) 
where Mary, Uncle Hugh's only sister was buried- she died with 
something like pneumonia during the civil war. 

Pi hfhevl & 


There was Uncle Hugh Sharp, Uncle Harmon Sharp and Uncle 
>k» Henry Sharp are the only ones I can remember of my grea.t^uhcles. 
There was, of course, Luther and Bernard. Uncle Harmon had a 
big familyand they are scattered all the way to Balifornia. 
Tolbert after he helped Joe Gibson's buy up the timber land 
around Slatyfork, Gnuley Ml, I'AxAlle Kt. etc, for these big 
companies . he went “eat - ~ fc. 



Uncle Harmon died in McKellun (?) Hospital in Richmond, Virginia. 
Dad and I visited him while he was in the hospital. It's been many 
years a-o. Grandfather Sharp, his father was William Sharp, Jr. . 2K. 

* • 77t 

~ William Sharp, Jr, my great-grandfather is buried at the Sharp 
graveyard-named for him- up near the high rocks. Grandfather and 
grandmother and a sister.. As I sqid I'm not sure where Bernard 
and Luther are buried, the boys that died during the Civil War. 
According to my reccollection, Jake simmons and Q uince Harris were 
the guilty parties that killed Bedard one on them was guilty of < —v. 
that,,,, I'm not sure but £uiiie'r / Have been killed at the Battle 
^ of Droom Mountain.. Of course they had a skirmish over on Mingo Flats 
l he could have been killed there, He was serving in the army. 

So there seems to have been four sons Sh Wm. Sharp 22 ", sr...One settled 
at Slatyfork, my great-grandfathei^-^bne up about the Jake Gibson 
place and he was, I understand, was maybe killed by an Indian or 
by a sniper. One settled at Edray and the otherone over about Frost. 


** Of course William Sharp Sr, came of from England and we were re¬ 
lated to the Dilley's. My _-. grandfather married Sarah Hannah, 

daughter of David Hannah who was very religious and allowed no work 
to be done on Sunday., no cooking or anything like that-Sunday was^^ 

kept as a sacred day . And my grandmother had a brother, Henry ** - 

who ran a story,up at Arbovale for a few years and moved from there 
to Renick and m not sure to whether they wer e^bu ried there, but 
he had a son J^jgrnest who went to Ar izona , (Phoenix, i^frelieve) and was 
postmaster ther until his retirement. Now my grandmother had another 
son whose name I do not recall for certain but it might have been 
\Xhfi -ALSert or <J-e^ and he had a severe ailment ( might have been typhoid 

or not), but anyway a miracle s emed to-have been performed, he died 
away and they were making arrangement? for a funeraj., sterns as if 
hi3 father and grandfather had been to a sale and was coming back 
and this bo^ awoke from this trance or vision and tried to sh@w 
grandmother and the other members of the family the beautiful sights 
of he n ven as he saw it. He mentioned some of the relatives who died 
before he was born. He said " They are up ih heaven, don't you/see 
them, but they were unable to see but the bright lights like the 
sunset in the evening, but he also told them everything that his 
grandfather and dad had bought'at the sale. .. his mother, a colt 
for one thing. He said, " I can .take tiis baby and stick it the 
fire and there won't be a hair of his head scorched." But they were 
afraid to let him because of the knowledge they had of fire... Then 
he s-'id I'll throw this hankerchief up to t'e ceiling, it will stay 
up there and he did and it did stay. He said, "I ,h sleepy and he 
went to thebed and and laid down and he didn't want them to touch 
him because he had seen Jesus and the angels who took care of him 
while he was sick in t' is vision so that left a testamony to my 
forefathers and of the necessity of having th faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And while Dad relnted this- story to me on more than 
one occasion, I'm sure I haven't repeated it exactly as it was and 
of course jny grandmother had mentioned what had happened. There 
were miracles back in those days as there were when Christ was on 
e&rth and of course there are still miracles being performed today. 


M* great-grandmother. Heebie Hannah was a wife of David Hannah 

Mid I remember seeing my~three grandmothers: Grandmother Sarah _ _ 

Sharp , Grandmother Hessie Hannah and my grandmother, Edith Bamsey |^t-( < M 4 f) 

Morgan, the wife of Reverand Samuel C. Morgan the Methodist c 

circuit rider on the Edray charge during the 1888 - 89-90 or 9 1 * — vHi*r*X 

At th.at time the methodist church was in t v e Virginia conference and 

later on in the Baltimore conference and now it is the W, Va, ’ 

Conference, Lewisburg Districk r Op course both my grandfather^ f v 

died before I was born,. The prison term of my grandfather >'/<*•* \ 

Sharp....he was the only one or one of the si x who survived 

malaria fever which struck paactically all the prisoners that 

the Confederates had captured. #y grandfather somehow or another managed 

to get some material, gold wire and things like that to make some 

rings and ornaments etc. — f-***+- 

(END SIDE ONE: RECORDED NOV. 197^- IVAN SHARP) 


This is my second aTtemptjto give some history of the Sharp generatio^n 
as handed down to me by word of mouth by Uncle Hugh Sharp , and my 
father Iut her Sh arp and my grandmother Sara Shar p and some know¬ 
ledge iiPmy'owiPriRhts. I have some legal papers but I really have 
done little or no research as to the history, but this information 
that I’m giving may help somebody who desires to do some research 
work on our ancestry. 

I have some legal paper s to show that my great-great grandfather 
William Shar p,Sr. one of four brothers that came to this country 
leaving many relatives in England, Scotland,Ireland and Germany. 


(?) 


They received a land grant from the King of England for vast amount 
of acreage in wflat was then the state of Virginia. He had, as I 
understand it a brother that lived at Frost or Huntersville and ” 

one at Edray and one at Jake Gibson pl^eatl iaad of Elk . He was 
stationed at Slatyfork. In this deed that my great-great grand- \ 

father gave to my great grandfather was for som^nver a thousand /AT j 

or more acres including Slatyfork , Sharps KnotJvnl&rt of Gauley ' 

Mt. and part of Buzzard Mt. Of course, my great grandfather, 

.—y William Chora. Jr married Rachel Dille y. This is what the deed 
calls for and they lived atSIaty fork"* and were buried on a shale 
soapstone type of ground, a ridge,-east of the high rpacks near 
the old county road. You might say that when they died they were 
both buried on this ridge, therefore the cemetary was named for 
them. Of course my grandmother and grandfather Sharp as well as 
ray father and mother Sharp are buried there too along with my • t 

sister Creola. I’ve seen no markers that my great-great grand- 
father Sharp was buried at this cemetary r nor great- uncle Bernard 
Bharp or my great- uncle'fLuther Sh^jrp who were killed during the 
Civil War. There was a* *vnt Mary Sharp, a teenager who died with 
pneumonia or something similar t q that. during the Civil W^r, qjjd 
was buried down on the north side of 219 on the bank of .what used 
to be called ’the Calf-lot Meadow’. Part of tie stone maekers are 
still there. I might say that my grandmother Rachel’ s sister, 

Handy DiUey Ervin I believe it was staye d wi th them about the time 
that they died and stayed on to keep house for great-uncle Hugh 
ghnrp for a certain length of time, T don• iJ^ust how long. She n»Ay 
haV* been buried over at Dilley’. Mill, * 




MY great-grandmother, Hes^ie H annah was a wife of David Hannah 
Mid I remember seeing Iy~three grandmothers: Grandmother Sarah 
Sharp, Grandmother Hessie Hannah and my grandmother, Edith gaasey 
Morgan, the wife of Reverand Samuel C. Morgan the Methodist c 
circuit rider on the Edray charge during the 1888-89-90 or 9 1* 

At t/vat time the methodist church was in t v e Virginia conference and 
later on in the Baltimore conference and now it is the W, Va, 

Conference, Lewisburg District,. Op course both my grandfather^ 

died before I was born.: The prison term of my grandfather 

Sharp....he was the only one or one of the si x who survived 

malaria fever which struck paactically all the prisoners that 

the Confederates had captured. #y grandfather somehow or another managed 

to get 6ome material, gold wire and things like that to make some 


'“'tSh* 


ft 


rings and ornaments etc. 


(END SIDE ONE: RECORDED NOV. 197^- IVAN SHARP) 


This is my second aXtemptjto give some history of the Sharp generatio^n 
as handed down to me by word of mouth by Uncle Hugh Sharp , and my 
father J.uther Sharp and my grandmother Sara Sharp and some know¬ 
ledge irrmy"own~rights. I have some legal papers but I really have 
done little or no research as to the history, but this information 
that I'm giving may help somebody who desires to do some research 
work on our ancestry. 

#-» I have some legnl paper s to show that my great-great grandfather, 

, William Shar p.Sr. one of four brothers that came to this country, 
leaving many relatives in England, Scotland,Ireland and Germany. 

They received a land grant from the King of England for vast amount 
of acreage in wflat was then the state of Virginia. He had, as I 
understand it a brother that lived at Frost or Huntersville and ‘ 

one at Edray and one at Jake Gibson plnceat tead of Elk . He was 
stationed at Slatyfork. In this deed that my great-great grand¬ 
father gave to my great grandfather was for som^jver a thousand 
or more acres including Slatyfork , Sharps Knot^^&rt of Gauley 
Mt. and part of Buzzard Mt. Of course, my great grandfather, 

— p> William Chart;. Jr married Rachel Dille' y. This is what the deed 
calls for and they lived atSlatyfork and were buried on a shale 
soapstone type of ground, a ridge,-east of the high rpacks near 
the old county road. You might say that when they died they were 
both buried on this ridge, therefore the cemetary was named for 
them. Of course my grandmother and grandfather Sharp as well as 
my father and mother Sharp are buried there too along with my 
sister Creola. I've seen no markers that my great-great grand¬ 
father Sharp was buried at this cemetary r nor great- uncle Bernard 
Sharp or my great- uncle'fouther Sha_rp who were killed during the 
Civil War. There was a 1 " «nnt Mary Sharp, a teenager who died with 
pneumonia or something similar tp that during the Civil W^r, q,nd 
was buried down on the north side of 21.9 on the bank of .what used 
to be called 'the Calf-lot Meadow'. Part of the ptone maekers are 
still there. I might say that my grandmother Rachel 1 s sister, 

Ms.ndy D iUey Ervin I believe it was staye d wi th them aibout the time 
that they rfiied and stayed on to keep house for great-uncle Hugh 
£iinrp for a certain length of time, I don't^TJust how long. She n Ay 


(?) 
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haV* been buried ■ 


at DiUey'. Mill, 




side 2 (continued) 


in that section over there , as well as my great-great Grandfather 
I'm not sure. Some of our relatives were buried up at the 
Hannah cemetary U; where Billy Hannah and G eorge Han nah,used to 
live but t 1 ey may have been relatTves on my grandmother Hannah's 
grandfather David Hannah's side of the house. 

I might say that I have hero in my possesiongiven to me by my 

uncle Hugh Sh-rp, a small fami l y Bib le of his mother and (*’•+ 
showing all the birthdays of all the family including my 
y Grandfather Silos Sharp who married .Sarah Hannah, daughter of 

David and Hester or Bessie ns t ey called her and lived at the 
old *>nge Hannah house. T also hove a small type _ sninninrr whe el 
gfvirrr to Tiy-sioter, Violet, and she in turn gave it to me to keep 
in the Sharp family. I also have a split - hickor y bottom rockin g . 
chai r given me by great-uncle Hugh Sharp arid said his g randfather 
Dilley had died in this chair while sittin g in the chair.' "The 
chair is old and straight, one of those homemade chairs put to¬ 
gether with wooden pegs. My brother,Si, said 'I't's not much 
wonder he died in it -it was io straight and uncomfortable. ' 

That is because the rockers .are worn flat and there isn't much 
•rock' to it. 




As 1 said before I'm not sure where my great-great grandfather and 
grandmother ware buried. Some of our relatives are buried in the 
Hannah graveyard but they may have been t>e ones on mjp grandmother 
\H-nnah's side of the house as * stated. Agreat "Teat Uncle of my 
myGreat-great grandfather Sharp was located near Frost, Hunters¬ 
ville section which Judge Sharp and George Shaip, former Secre- 
tary-of-state and Austin and Ashy "ere dependents and there may 
have N>e n others, maybe Sd, anyway I wasn'ttoo well nquainted < 

with the Sharp's in that section. And another was located about ^ 

Edray in which Will Sharp and Giles Sharp and Jake Sharp were ^ 

probably descendents probably - Hanson S harp, Ellis_ Sharp and jiA 

Jim Sharp were descendants of this brother. And t’- ere were Blmer 
and Mitchell Sham, sons of Jim Shar p. Maybe some of these lived 
Anoto section. ' M " 1 « 

T'm not sure , but my great uncle HenryVSharp used to live at Middl e a —■ 
mountain until a fire burned tfceirTTSme^dbwn ahd they lost every¬ 
thing they had am- they moved f orm there to about tke Davis Hanna h 
house n<ow is and from there over to the Onoto .. so they 

may bo ancestors of Date Sharp and Eliot Sharp of over inthat 
section. 0 f coume there is Cha rl ie S harp and his brother so 
t ere are homo distant relatives there somewhere ...how this all 
came about I don't know. Now the one of my great^.great uncles that 
settled up t the Jake Gibson place ,accordi r.g to Uncle HUGH Sharp, 
he died before the Civil War ir a ratter mysterious way-kiHred by 
an Indian or a sniper or a ’disgruntled neighbor or - a huntdr- any¬ 
way he found dead of a bu' it wound, nov; so f-,r as I know had no 
children. 


lide 2 (continued) 


T*» 
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Now jetting back to great grandfather William Sharp's 
family. 3esidcs my gaandfather Silas Sharp, was Henry 
Sharp as I mentioned ard Uncle Hugh Sharp who lived at 
tKe~Md home place and lived with us 'til he died. Uncle 
Harmon Sharp_ lived down at Slatyfork and he died in 
McKeTlum~Uo^ i ita1 in_Richmond, Virginia. My father and I 
visited him while he was in the hospital there. He had 
cance r of the throat. He had a large family and I knew 
most''bT'them. So far as I know he had only one boy, 
Tolbert,and he and little Jim Gibso n wore selling real 
estate around Slityfork and Elk and through there and 
after they did that of course n lot of the people that 
lived around here moved away, including cousin Tolbert 
Sharp. Tolbert Shar p married .a Doyle and he h 'd a son 
Richard about my are and a daughter, Mabel and a younger 
daughter I don't just recall her name whether it was 
Margy.. anyway there were two daughters and one son and 
they moved to Californi a. 






Ah 




Uncle Harmon had n number of daughters, his wife was 
named Many and she lived with~her daughter, Mary liesty 
over at Elkins. Mary Liesty ahd a son named Lawrence, 

I remember and of tourse there was Nettie who married 

» E dror Dilley . Another daughter married Edfjar Doyl e and- 

t‘ ej went west along with Tolbert,S harp to California of 
near the deserts or somewhere out there- anyway they 
liked it well enough that they stayed. They was one 
sister that married Geo rge (?;£ ) Hannah arjd she was buried 
at the Sharp graveyard and ther?" is a marker thebre, her 
name was Nora. Another daughter, Cora , who went west, I 
don't kno'vT'wKether she ever married or not, but she was one 
of the younger ones of the Harmon Sharp family. 




Now I'm not t oo positive about all these statements that 
I made but it will give you 6ome idea . I might,say that /> 


hit 


* --* v ---- L--"- J^^ /• J / 

Uncle Sam gibson married one of the Ha^ittm ShJfrp^s daughters 
too. They had a daughter, Stella, ..Her mother died, per¬ 
haps in childbirth when she" was.very young. My grandmother 
Sarah Sharp raised Stella. Stella married a Fisher over 
Elkins and was the mother of Rocky Fisher (father of Maxine 
and Julia Fisher.) Most of these relatives that I've 
mentioned of uncle Harmon's family I remember faintly . 






Only three of'my great uncles I remember. Even my grand¬ 
fathers died before I was born on both sides of the house. 
Silas Sharp died a few years before I was born and so did 
Samuel C. Morgan, Methodist circuit rider...so I didn't see 
any of my grandfathers. But I got to see two grandmothers r - 
r»nd one great-grandmother, Hester or Hessie as they called 
her ."’’"While mother ->nd dad Sharp were living they kept 
history in their minds and of course occasionally they would 
tell us, but T never thought to write them down. So I make 
these statements so that if anyone in the future wanted to 
do sime research t' ey would know more about it. 







I might say here that mv uncles that were killed during the 
Civil WarT Uncle pkKfffilP was only fbifrT?e^n years of age and 
he was trying to getaway from the raiders or Confederates 
and he was trying to get away up the bacjt of tjie house where 
my brother Si now lives andfcMd'-^n ffufeg Harris ] or Ja Ks 
Gimmons are the tPPfeS that snot and killed him. ''Near the 
same tim^. t|n4t was killed probably in the j)roop w H t. battle 

skirmish over near Mingo Flats. He served in the army, a6 I 
understand it. But my grandfather Sharp at the time that 

was killed, hid in a goose nest when the Confederates 
made 4 raid through that section and this fellow that shot at 
uncle and missed there, so my grandfather jumped out 


k'' ^ 

as 

or the 


of that nest while the other fellow was trying to reload his 


trying to reload his • i L ^ ^ 

gun and knocked him down and ran around the house to get j I 

away from him ran intoa whole posse of Confederate soldiers —‘f 

so he had to surrender, along with J_a)*e_ Gibbon , not related o l)l ff-A+vrud 

iy nav- —-- ' 






to Jim Gibson -I don't think, but may have been grandfather 
to Jake and John Gibson. Anyway my grandfather had to give 
^up and he fl w,en£ fl wvt^i Jthem and they put handcuffs on him and 


' v also on J'ifyre fii^ onV It took two fellows to guard them while 
the rest of them went on to make raids on the farmers, through 
the section to get food and see who was hiding, and who the 
enemies were and so forth. Jake Gibson could get his hand¬ 
cuffs off and grandfather tried to persuade him to slip then 
off, knock the guard down and get his gun and shoot the 
otner one but he was afraid to do that and anyway this fellow 
shot at Jake as he was running and-'missed'him so he found 
that Jake was going to get away from him so he threw his 
gun down and wan after him and caught up with him up near the 
top of the hill near the Sharp graveyard. Jake Gibson ^ 
h appen ed to have somthing like a toy pistol thf»y call it 
a pepper box pistol and he jerked that out of his pocket 
^and whirled and starred shooting at him and the guard ran 




back. Jake* got away but my grandfather was taken on to 
Salisbury' Ncrth or South Carolina and served twenty-three 
months and twenty-four days in prison there. There were 
only six prisoner s, the Yankees, that survived the malaria 
feverand malnutrition or starvation there~ My grandfather 
managed to get a hold of some gold wire etc. and made some 
jewelry etc. and gave to the colored maids and those that 
gave them their medicine and told the** to give him double 
portion.of the allowance, so he survived until the Confed¬ 
erates decided that they were all going to die anyway several 
hundred had died so they agreed to exchange the six prisoners 
that were left., my grandfather happened to be one of them. 

Tt took him aljout a monthe to get home. This may have been 
a factor in his death. He died with something similar to 
a;pendacitus some internal it may have been cancer but from 
what my dad, grandmother and uncle Hugh said it must have 
been the appendix that burst cause he didn't live too long 
afte/* that happened. This is all that I have to say for 
now as regards to my ancestors, I may have more to say later. 








Kl 
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I might sgy here tint I left out Amos and Porter Sharp, 
over there about Ws rick t at may have been descents of uncle 
Il enry Sharp nnd may have been brothers or cousins of Dave 
5harpanH Rill Eliot Sharp - I don't know what the connections 
are right there. 3ut speaking about my my great- uncle 
Harmon Shar p. He waj the most jolly person you would ever — 
vvant to meet. You could, he had a unique laugh and I 
enjoyed hearing him talk. All of my uncles were great 
hunters and they had some t^les to tell ixperiences back 
in the wilds of W. Vq. 

My great uncle Hugh Sharp never did get married. He some¬ 
how or another didn’t seem to have much affection for the 
opposite sex. He didn't like to be bossed around or told 
what to do or what not to do. He had hired different ones 
to do the housekeeping for him and had had different families 
to move in with him. He always could get along with the men 
folkd but the womenfolk didn't like his attitude or his 
mode of taking care of his tools and clothes etc. The fact 
that uncle Hugh would go out and stay all day and come in for 
dinner at ftyuk <~o'clock in the evening for something to eat. 

Of course that didn't suit most of the people that stayed 
there. I can remember that Dang Jackson was one family that 
lived there and Jaraes^Jackson was anotherfamily that lived 
there the father'M' Wil l Ja ckson and Charlie, Bernie and 
Lucy Jackson and they lived for a while and there were no 
heirs that lived there. At one time my uncle Wil l 

$lflj££an and my aunt .Fann ie lived there a while and took care 
of uifcle Hugh. My dpd took it upon himself after T olb ert 
left to see that uncle Hugh had sombody to look after him, 
wash his clothes etc. Uncle Will moved back to Lobelia 
where he came from and then came along Noah kyres £~ and his 
son, adopted son I belive about my ajje,”cSTTed Cecil. 1 
And then after oo long a timefMkx(?) r th.e one that married 
Merle Gibson and then her siste r Ey a who married Luthe r 
Mace moved in for a while to take care of uncle Hugh. But 
at one time Virgie.( end ofTape 2 ) 


f 
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(START OF, TAPE T’i.REE) • fl a~> ^ ’ 

Vjrgi e Gibf 3 on stayed and kept house for a while but not 
veryPTngl * And Uncle Tnvlor R-iulsev and his son Junior 
and I stayed there with -uncle Hugh il summer, Junior was 
about my age. Later dad hired Rachel Showalter and son 
Barne^y , a year older than I wa"he 1 p“ take 'care of 
ufTdTe Hugh and so the farmwork. Mr. and Mrs. Showqlter 
were easy to get a long with and uncle Hugh liked her.. 

-I jot or and Junior a nd maybe PauL and-Si_st ayed stayed with 
Uncle Hugh one winter and did the cooking for uncle Hugh 
and taking care of him while dad and I batched overaat 
the old home place to take care of the feed and the live¬ 
stock, the store and the post office. Of course, I think 
perhaps l T enry Shave r was taking care of the livestock 
feedin- over at uncle Hugh's. My experience in cooking 
W«S to put or. a pot of kidney beans, about a pint to cook 
ClmA th«y kept .swelling and lept swelling gnd I had every 
^ot or. xh^ place full of beans. 






(side three- continued) 


We had beans coming out our ears for about a w^ek or more. 
Mother would keep us in bread as well as a lot of other 
things that we were up to cooking. Uncle Hugh was liked by 
everybody. One time he had some pet white tailed -deer. 

One special deer, named Nannie , got to be quite mean and one 
time my dad and aunt Ellie Gibso n, not yet grown, up a 
cherry stump and they had to Tioller for help so they could 
get home. Uncle Hugh was quite a wild bee hunter. Seldom 
ever would cut a tree. As he had fifty to a hundred stands 
of bees of his own. He would hid his money and valuables 
in a beehive as most people were afraid of bees - and some¬ 
time elsewhere. One money box we never did find after he 
died But after he missed some money before this he had 
dad take care of most of his valuables and sent the money 
to the bank. He lived to be seventy-six years old before he 
died and he died in about 1923, so I knew him for 23 years. 

Of course for the first few years of »y life I didn’t know 
one person from another but he was and I liked to hear him 
talk and he had a lot of bear stories and hunting stories 
to tell. I war. at his bedside when he died and he told 
me the good Lord had saved him a few weeks befori and.he 
was reudy to go. I was over in the cornfield across the 
creek and he called for me and I came, and I was at his 
bedside when he died. He was buried in the Sharp cemetary. 
Alarge granite marker wnc erected at his grave site. 

Another thing about uncle Hugh- Obtain Mnndv was a great --' 

friend of his and made a lot o^ p atent bee hives for him. 
some that he could take the lid off and watch the bees work . 
Some of these are in my possession now and I’ve made them 
over to take care of sections and the new type of selling 
the honey. Captain Mundy and uncle Hugh had go.tten a lagge 
land grant from_i*ie king of England of 50,000 acres more or 
less in Pocanontas, Webster and Randolph counties~Gf tlid 
state of -Virginia. It may have been the Pennell survey oe 
part of to e land that Lawyer Reger of Elkins wanted my dad 
to bring suit for the title of the land and give him part 
of the land if they won the lawsuit. The survey appears to 
have been made according to papers of uncle Hugh's* The 
grant wsb stolen before the survey was put on record at least 
by the Virginia Court. They were applying for a copy to 
reinstate or get on record, but so far as I know it never 
was carried out unless this Mr. Reger dug it up in his 
land search for he was a real estate lawyer. My dad told 
Mr. Reger the lawyer that all"the people in to e country would 
be mad at him for taking in t eir property. But Reger 6aid 
they could hold the improved property that they owned but no t 
the wild country that hadn't been developed back on the 
mountain probably on Gauley, Buzzard , Middle and probably 
some of Point mountain. Dad could hold what some people call 
squatters rights to obtain legal title to the property,#if 
fact some big companies had Bernard Hamrick to build a camp 
back*there on Gauley mountain and also a cousin of ours, Bob_ 
p Rose was also paid so much a month for ten or more years to 
claim the property. So some of these big lumber companies got 
the timberland and timber for practically nothihg. 
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Getting back to uncle Harman Sharp . He was the most 
jolly man I think I ever met. He“was always laughing 
and had a very nice family. He liked to hunt, and c&inp_^out 
and tell of his ex eriences of his. That about takes 

care of my uncles. I'll get down to my grandfather later. 


I might say I have been having trouble with this tape record 
er erasing part of the material that I would like to record. 
So I repeat some and have left out some that should be 
mentioned. Speaking about the ancestors over around Onoto 
W e were related to Joe Sha rp down at M ill P oint through 
what source I'm not' sur^ perhaps uncle Henry Sharp. Joe 
Sharp had a son named for my father Luther David Sharp but 
since they have since died or moved away, but anyway my dad 
and I were at their auction sale when they broke up house¬ 
keeping. There was another Sharp over in t>at section over 
abo t Clover Lick. I don't know of any real connection be¬ 
tween them or the other Sharp's that I've mentioned . Just 
recently a few months ago I saw an ad in the Pocahontas Times 
saying that there was an Ivan Sharp at Cass that had some 
pigs for sale - now what source they came from I'm not sure. 
There was some other Sharps: John and Ern and some of those 
that may have been from Bill Eliott Sharps people. There 
seem to have been two sets ~of'"Sharps in Pocahontas County. 

Two sets of Gibso ns that weren't relation on the Elk section 
and two differen t sections of the Hannah 's that do not seem 
to be related. In some cases had married into the same 
name. We are related quite a bit to most of the people 
around Dilley's Mill through grandmoth er Rachel Dilley Sharp 
Sftewas a Dilley and I've heard my uncle"liugh speak of 
'grmdpappy Dilley.' I mentioned also some property that 
I have that he once owned. We are related to the Sharps 
around Frost and that section, the Dilley's perhaps sjiver^l 
others perhaps the Gibson's over in t at section and so 
then on my grandmother Hannah's side of the house my great 
grandmot-er Hessie and Henry Hannah. They had a son ^ Henr y 
Hannah who was a brpther - oT' my grandmother Sharp. I'm 
pretty sure they had another brother"~or r ~soiP — and two or more 
daughters. One was /£unt Mai indy (Ross') Married to John Rose. 
They were the father and moTher of Bob R ose. were related 
to the aickafoos^ 's in some manner Whether my great-great 
grandmothe^“Sh’arp was a Zicafoose or whether the later 
descendants ’married a Zickafoose I'm not sure but anyway 
there was one of them that lived over about Buckhannon 
during the twenties.that was distantly related to us. 

I've he-ird my dad speak of so many different ones in the 
community around there like LD ? Curry and Poague, Cook 
and place.'; down around Elk rive r still go by that' naW^ind 
speaking about the Lnn^&Fanfi of Captain Mundy and Uncle 
Hugh's of that vast acreage. The West Virginia History i n 
three volum e s^ me ntions aboutsome trouble the "clerk of * 
P gca^nT.is/ gourrty was having in trying to keep the records 
se creTTr om the Con fed era te invader s. They hid the records 


+-A/B 
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a w hile in a buckwheat stack, a while in a Met hodist r 

church, a while in two or three different home's'. When 
the war was over and things settled down one of those 

aiJu? l aJ8iS e H^B t »Sa i eaf?K5 d b00k 

Mundy, his grant and also my great-great grandfather Sharp's 
grant from the'King of England foo property. Of course 
there _i§ u n;.> way of tellin' what happened to that but I the 
papers that Uncle Hugh and'Captain Mundy filed with the I 
suppose tve Supremei Court at Richmond Virginia to try to 
establish the grant or get it on record again, but I have 
no information as to whether it was accomplished or not. 
Anyway we never paid any takes or it and my dad owned some 
coal land back on Gauley and he deeded it over to Otis . 

Gibson and he may still own those coal or mineral rights. In 
some cases those old people back t'ere were smart enough 
to reserve the mineral rights. We were sure there were 


minerals in tlere but in later years I ran remember myself 
that the old .^i--nq pton-Parkersburp: roa d was being repaired, 
they had to use dynamite and pick and shovels and plows 
and manpower and horse power to repair the road. They put 
off a blast at t e forks of the read there at the Slatyfork 
post office and within a few hundred feet of a geologi c 
marker in a limestone ledge that produced quite a stream 
or quite a bit of pi), ran out of t is sand rock and so the 
folkd working on the road got excited and ran overt) where 
the old store was and told usabout it. Dad and I closed up 
the store and took a crowbar, pick and we gouged down around 
in that old sandstone and the thing tore loose again and the 
oil in t e sandstone ran out into the water. Foolish like 


I struck a match to it and it flas hed right across the water. 

I didn't know anything about gas and I reckon' 'I could have 
blowed the whole place up around there. But he talked to 
the geologist after that and he said that may have been 
forced up from several thousand feet and sandrock had so 
many cavaties and ho]low places within that it was very 
susseptable to absorbing ga6 and the chances is if you go 
back to that flat there and sink a well and go deep enough 
that we would strike gas in that country. The thing that 
I don't understand that it is limestone country and there 
Is about as much water that runs underground that rune on 
t e top of the ground and only when there i6 a flood or 
heavy rains that they have water on Big Spring of Elk. The 
way it got its name is that t e water would run for maybe a 
mile or two and then it would go underground, so it would be 
dry for a mile or two and then come out again and there woul d 
be water for a few hundred feet or a mile. Of course we 
Don't know what all is back in those caverns. I know that 
one place on my farm about an eight of an acre dropped out 
of sight just the treetops. Then of course the sink holes 
through there in different places. You take up around next 
to SYiowshoe, the Rhea place the Vandevender place for about 
a half a mile there is one sinkhole rightafter another 6ome 
two hundred yards apart- almost in a straight line. They've 
filled up and theeee no openings except there is one place 
on tV e Vandevender place where you could drop a rock and 
time it and it takes almost a minutb of falling before it 
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hits bottom -sounds like it hits glass or fossils or some¬ 
thing thats down in that cave then it bounce* off that into 
mud and it roes 'kerchug'. Those are mysterious things 
there., Then too, at the water fountain near Slatyfork 
the Hugh Sharp cave, as far ns I know there has never been 
anybody to the .end of that cave. They'be been in for two or 
three days searching but there are some big rooms in there 
and t' en a place to crqyel through and othere places where 
there is a river about waist deep. The serchers use carbide 
lamps and twine to find their way. 




When the built the railroad in t at section, the blasting 
caused a lot of the limestone to fall in and now it is 
too difficult to get into this cave. You could clear it 
away and probable have enough room to drive a car into it. 

That country is noted for caverns and high waters and stream 
beds with no water at all. You cross over the mountain to 
Dry Branch and for several miles there is no water for miles 
except when it rains. Th&se are some of the conditions that 
exist up in that country. Big oil companies at one time 
leased the land for oil. They had a lease of what was called 
the Rhea Place for ten years but then they cancelled it with 
in seven years. They decided if the government was not going 
to back them up on this deep well drilling they would just 
drop out on it. Of course that’s got us in part of the trouble 
we’re in now in t e lack of fuel. 


Now splaVinr about the relatives on t e Hannah side, my 
great grandfather Henry er DAvid Hannah was very religious 
and he wouldn't allow any work to be done on Sunday. He 
h->d some brothers I'm pretty sure because just above Trank 
Hannah 1 s - Sam Ha. nah 's it used to be on the Billy Mace place 
the corner there was a building a log house that bunnt down - 
and this ir, where this boy lived tKar~ died~aw ay and came 
to again and the connections' there I’m not too sure about. 

Aunt Leah Hannah she married a nother Hannah or just how it was 
but Aunt Leah was mother to Josie Lewis and Edna Foster and 
Paul and Silas Hannah of Hinton. Of course Josie Lewis is 
"in Huntington W. Va. And of course we are related to that 
bunch of Hannah's and we are related to Bowd (?) Hannah and 
Silas Hannah. 

(END OF TAPE THREE) 

(BEGINNING OF TAPE FOUR) 

I ran out of tape on that side. I don't know k*hether I 
stated that my aunt Ella nlarried-Sob Gibson a brother 
of little Jim Gibson and they had several children, Otis, 
Allie, Florence and Willie and 0n« Gibson. Aunt Malinda 
married Ellis Hannah. They had a few children; Eva married 
Charlie Beale, Russell married andther Hannah and a sister 
of Ira of over around Marlinton no relation; Len^- marri «»H 

ters 

an some sons..two sons died with cancer at a rather earlyage. 


fioyq Baxter over around Worick and Veo married a Dum ire 
Ye? had one con; Veo and his J wife had some daugh 
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Getting back to my father. He married a preacher's 
k daughter (Rev. Samuel C. Morgan on the Edray charge- 

the Va. conference later transferred to 
the Ohio Conference and now a part of the W. Va. conference. 
It'chard to^trn'ce those things because of the different 
conferences they change to. If I remember right I have in 
my possession the minutes of the Virginia conference with 
my grandfather's name in it. Uncle Wallace Sutton on my 
wife's side of the house was a minister of the Gospel, he 
married my wife's mother's sister. He gave us some in¬ 
formation I didn't write down any points to try to keep 
things together. 


Anyway we are related to a lot of people indirectly and I 
have noway or have not taken t o time to do any research 
about them. Anyway getting to my father's family. My 
sister Ada was married twice which I think I mentioned a 
while a go. Her first husband was a Johnson and they had 
a son Donald who stayed with us sever-1 years maybe through 
high school. He went west to Oregon and is real active in 
church work out there from what I can understand. He 
belongs to the Army Reserve was a chef in the army. Then 
there is Helen Johnson who married Eugene Hannah, son of 
Lee Hannah. As far as I know we were not related to 
the George L. Hanna h other than George married unc le 
^ t farmon'a daughte r. Of course there was Sheldon, Hannah 
and Bryson Hannah I've heard my dad mention quite a few 
times. He liked to sing and I think maybe he and my dad 
held a singing school and old man Ware liked to sing. So 
Bryson Hannah and there weren't too many tf that set of 
hannah's who were very regular in church attendance, i Hugh 
Hannah's family were very active in church work. There were 
several of those Hannah's who were school teachers. • 

Bessie, Mary and the one that married the Woodell. Of 
course Marvin remained on the farm and his son, I think 
helped my brother Dave out in Cincinnatti in the jewelry 
business, repairing watches and things of that sort. 

That takes care of most of the history there. Of course 
there were a lot of people who used to live in that 
country there that like Vanderbritts and Slankers a d 
Varners- Gam Varner and his brother and Dave Varner who 
used to live about the Sam Galford property and moved to 
Cass. Alot of people sold out and moved elsewhere. 

The property the Kyle Hannah lives in (Russell Hannah) 

My dad bought two'raJTns there from the Vanderbritts (?) —" 

and uncle Ellis Hanna h wanted dad to buy those farms 
for him and seems as if he wanted to buy them and Vanderbritt 
wouldn't sell them to ^llis for some reason or another and 
when it came to a showdown~'hhen dad told him he wanted the 
deed^made out to uncle sEllis Hannah , he was about to back 
out on it but finally went ahead and signed the deed, but 
in that agreement with uncle Ellis Hannah we Sharp's were 
supposed to have fishing privaleg es up and down the farm 


r 
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OF THE BIG Spring of Elk that didn't go dry. It was good 

fishing territory but they didn't seem to like too much for 

uc to take that privilege after dad had Russell and Ellis 

and some of them to witness a deed Uncle Hugh Sh^rp had 

made to my dad for some property. They seemed to have felt 

that they should have a part in it. Maybe they should 

have but they didn't do anything to take care of uncle Hugh 

and you might say that part of therecord there that I was 

giving and the tape didn't pick up was....My mother stayed 

over at the new home and cooked for uncle -wh-ile p« ve _ 

was small. Si^and Pnnl to school from over there and 

that's when Dad and I batched over at the old home place. - 

We had the Post office and the store. One of us stayed in 

the store while the other chores. One time dad sent me up 

to put on some beans and I didn't know about how many to put 

on. I thought a pint of red kidney beans wouldn't be too 

much . I put them ■* n a pot and they kept swelling and kept 

swelling and for long I had every pot in the place full of 

beans. We had to send some over to mother and that is one 

lesson I learned about cooking. It's a good thing we cooked 

them before eating or we wouldn't be around... My mother 

took care of uncle Hugh that one winter. Dad hired Rachel 

ghowalter and Barney to come and do the cooking and help on 

the farm • 3arney was one yeqr older than I was. He was 

on the fabra for a number of year. Th^a Mix boy that I could Po\jj 

not remember his name was Cameron‘Mix. I think he was a twi 

to another Mix. Of course aunt EvlT’w&s there far a while 

but as I stated uncle Hugh couldn't get along well with the 

women folks bossing him around , but he could with the men 

folks. Uncle Hugh was likedby all over the county. People 

called him uncle Hugh whether they were any relation or not. 

He had a lot of bear stories he liked to tell. One story 
that Captain or somebody told on him. When he was a boy 
ho saw a bear and it started towards him and he took to 
running down over the hill about a half a mile and he crawled 
in a hollow log so the bear wouldn't see him. After uncle 
Hugh got a little older he knew that a bear did a little 
more trailing by smell than by sight, he always said the way 
to get away from a bear if he attacked you it was best to climb 
a small tree for it was hard for a bear to reach upound to 
climb up seems as if that had happened a feww times in those 
days. Somebody would pick up a cub bear and th e old she 
bear would happen to be around there was a fight on their hands 
right then and there. Mo6t of teSharps always enjoyed hunting 
and wild life. 


Let's see I think we came dawn to part of my dad's family. 
Ada being the oldest graduated from West Virgi nia -Wesle yan 
TTotlfege and wont on to Argulia (spelling) up in 
She took a course in eloCliL 10ft"and was very talented along 
that line and was very entertaining. After a few years she 
tauptit school at Slatyfor k. Then married Will Curtain of 
Baltimore. To that union v/ps born, Billy Curtain who was in 
World War 11 and v;us in r.ll 
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OF T/fE MAIN DRIVES* IN Africa Sicily a d Italy and the 
front at Argonne and he came out alive but was a very nervous 
type of man after that. Another boy, Stanley became a 
school teacher and he and his wife were both school teachers • 
There was a daughter Clara,, married Bill Keene and probably 
still is there in Baltimore. They come out occasionally to 
Slatyfork to do a little hunting and so forth. 

My dad at one time owned seven of the best houses in 
C qmpbelltown . When the Campbell Lumber co. went out of 
business dad heqrd about it and went over to Yeager who 
had charge of the sale of property. Dad bought the three 
houses on the hill used by the officials of the company and 
I think three or four houses over in town. He gave each one 
of us children a house. Of course Ada and Violet sold their 
houses and after so long a time Junior sold his, a few years 
ago my brother Si sold his house. Dad, during the depression 
sold one house to Woodell (he owned property around the hollow 
he wanted to trade for but dad sold him this property..So I'm 
t e only one that owns any property there in Cqjnpbelltown as 
of now. That' the middle house , lot two on plot three and 
so dad did quite a lot of investing. He lost in a lot of 
investments...coal mining, gold mining things of that sort. 

He invested inVegleyCoal company and Yeager bought a lot of 
coal land in Kentucky, Ed William#-! J im Price was c onnected 
with it so dad bought some stock in it and I bought some. But 
Dad's stock guarantees'll the International Stock Food-(?) 
v Co. He got most of hin money back. Trouble is the coal 
company left t! e property to be sold for taxes and either 
Yeager or Price or some of the foils who are lawyers found 
a chance to make some money at it, whether they hung onto it 
or not or whether they lost their money. One time I invested 
in P an Patch^ glq ctric Railroad the first electric railroad 
train in this country that ran from Minneapolis to St. Paul. 

I invested $ 130.00 in it for I thought it would eventually 
take over and be used in place of steam engines. Different 
ones who rode on it claimed it was wonderful and I guess it 
was alright but there is always somebody that knows how to 
buy out the controlling interest. I also invested in Racer 
Pj.sc Wheel and Rubber company which built an automobile wheel 
tnai was punc ljire proo f. It. had^a solid rubber tire about 
and inch and a ha1r€hiok on a rim and the rim fit down inside 
two discs and the innertube was the hub of the wheel and you 
rode on air yet there was no way to puncture the innertube. 

The only thing that could happen would be through friction. 

I happened to ride in a demonstrator car that had those wheels 
on. I happened to have two hundred and fifty dollars and I 
invested in that Disc compnay. Dr. Hutchison and several 
prominant men of Richmond were officials of it and this racer 
held fifty-one percent interest in the compnay and he went out 
to Cleveland or some-'here and he sold out the controlling 
interest to one of those tire companies and they knew that 
wouldn't do to have one tire that would last a lifetime of a 
car and they refused to put it on the market and they did 
come around with some kind of dope that you could put inside 
an innertube that would fill up any 
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smali tack holes but neverthe less I never did get very 
far investing for financial benefits. I have enjoyed 
farming and had a gasoline business-American Gas andhandled 
automobile supplies in t’ e twenties and of course I sold 
out and turned my part over to dad and outside of the 

parts etc. still have some racks etc that I had tires on. At one time 
Some robbers broke a window out and stole about three or four 
hundred dollars worth of tires, all that they could put in 
their car. We traced them, they went to Kentucky. The 
policeman at that time wasn't too anxious to follow up like 
the deal that we have today with the detective, so many of 
t v .em of different kinds that they probably would have caught 
up with them. 

On the relatives on the Hannrh side, we have Forrest Hannah, 

William Hannah and Carrie Hannah lived at Valley Head. They 
were some of our realtions, they were cousins. They called 
my dad 'cousin'. Carries's mother must have married a 
Hannah, anyway she wasn't married and yet she carried the H 
Hannah name. I don't know whether they are related to Leah 
Hannah that bunch of Hannah's or not but t here were twq. 

Dayj.d.Hannah's. One on ourside was very religious and one on 
the other side didn't take much interest in church work but 
was more interested in land deals, and things of that sort. 

The two sets of Gibson's, on Elk. I t hink Jim Gib son and 
Bob Gibson and I think they had a brother Sam wh b went out 
west and never did come back so maybe we have some relatives 
out there. There were a lot of those Gibson boys. 

There were Sheltons and Jackson's. 

( S'lD OF TAPE FOUR) 

(B EGINNING OF TAKE FIVE) 

Continuation of the Sharp History—I keep running out of tape. 

Ar. I said I didn't have any points set down in order to keep 
the records together as they should be. Speaking of my dad 
I would like to say that he started out in the mercantile* 
business when he was twelve years old. H e borrowed thir ty 
dollars from uncle ''Henry' Hannah to buy three calves »t ten 
dollars a piece off“of some Hannah. They" had plenty of feed 
to winter them and dad wintered those calves and sold them 
the next fall for maybe twenty or twenty-five dollars profit 
on his services for feeding the calves. He probably y ) t tWl ee 
as much for them the next fall when he sold them. So he went 
to buying furs and celling them and made some money that way. 

About tlat time the Cheery Lumber compnay built a tram road /y 

uji_Slatyfork and they~~had Tro 1J y car s that were'nulled hv ' 

mulesbuT~T?rey had to lay a w ooden floo r and a track out of 

tnzo by fours for the tru ck to run on irT order to haul the 

lo-c from 'ne read Ilf Tirfyfork and in that section there ’ 

they would VballJioojrr the logs off jt he mountain and it was 

winter trnie - ano i coy snri they Trad to load them on with cane Cft/vT ^ 

hooks and things of that sort as they didn't have any hoists 

of any kind. 
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(any hoists to get them on t'-.e truck). The mills above 
the old meadow at the old home place at Slatyfork. The 
parts of the mill were there up into the twenties. We 
sold part of it as junk to a junk dealer at Clarksburg. 

He wasn't t ere with them to see what they got- they were 
not supposed to take the blocks - the carriage blocks but 
they disappeared too. While they were cutting the cheriy 
timber all over Slaty fork mountain and Buzzard mountain the 
men that were doingTKaf~sOr t - o f thing insisted on my dad 
putting in a l ittlestore ther e in the lumber room. He got 
some rough lumber at the saw mill and put up a warehouse or 
lumber roomcourse later on trey built a store. They 
bought t obacco and t ings of that sort and got started into 
the mercantiTe business that way. It enthused him very much 
when he was making some money. He raised food on the farm 
to live off of and the stuff that he bought and sold he 
considered that his. The funny part of it was in a way, 
he never once thought of asking unc^e Henry Hannah how ^mug h 
interest he charged on the thirty dolla rs he borrowed and he 
just thanked him and of course T>ack at that time was probably 
about four per cent but four per cent was worth as much as 
eight per cent now. But anyway that gave dad a start in the 
mercantile business and he buiJJ^a store and ordered goods 
from Baltimore and different wholsalers. The tobacco he 
ordered in drop shipments and he got it less than wholesale 
prices because of the quantity he bought not only bought 
furs andsold but bought b$jsS hides and bear hides and even 
wild animals such as pheasan ts and squirrels and back at that 
time you could Bell them. They brought a big price, the Jews 
at that season of the year would pay top prices for them. 

Dad started buying wqol and selling it to different companies 
that he wrote to ahd got prices and sometimes he would spend 
a half day with the wool buyer trying to close out the deal.. 
They brought wool from Randolph county and Webster county 
and Pocahontas into dad's store and so we had to use this old 
warehouse to put t e wool in and the barn and shed and he 
had to haul the wool to Marlinton to load in box cars toship „ 
it Sway. Usually Jim vi ibsorT s tffe" Varner's - Harry and Sam 
Varner, the Sheltons and those people up there had a lot of 
horses and wago ns w i ththe big rac ks on them to haul hayetc. 
so they could haul pretty big loads of wool. They ahul it 
in and load it at Marlinton to ship it to Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and those places so dad made some money on 
buying and selling wool. And he also boufht gfnsang;^ and 
and ggd den Q^nseng was a plant the republic of Chino 

bought the most of it for medical purposes and some for good 
luck.. The roots of the gpnsang when shaped like a.man that 
brought a \remium price for that meant good luck and so he 
made some money off selling ginseng the wild roots. There is 
a lot of sport in digging wild genseng, I tried it myself a 
time .or two with some other folks in a rainy time when we 
K£u^n't Q makg s ha^or anything and one would sayto another* 
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’.J^'d get our gennon j hoen end out we'D GO ANT DIG GENSENG. 
V/ell, dad p rosnered in the mercantile business and built up 
a rood honest trade and ns I said people came from Randolph, 
Webster and l-’ocahontns county in to sell their wool and 
buy their flour - dnd even had a grist jn ill. At one time it 
belonged to Rrvr.on Griffe n .and he got so he wasn't able to 
run the mill so Dnd hought the mill and got uncle Sam 
Gibso n to run it until the shaft or something tore up, so 
Dad had a new mill put in and had the Elbon's (?) from Webster 
Springs they we re car ente rs and had the mill designed and 
fcht»y bulltt' e shaft ou‘ of wood. Dad ordered French burrs 
from France to grind the corn meal and even corncobs for ell 
to feed the livestock. Rut the the corn meal was edible. 

He also put in 'volts' (?) where they could sift the wheat 
flour. The flour was more or less dark, it didn't have all 
the vitamins taken out of it and if you wanted to stick your 
tooth into a good biscuit with cow butter on it why, there's 
nothin' better than the bread made from the flour of the 
French burrs. This mill was run by w ater po wer, the water 
went on the inside of the drivewheel instead of the overshot 
mill like my father-in lav/ hTTlTup .IT Arbffvale. ' 1 

He had a mill up there, an overshot type of mill, that 
had buckets in and when they filled up the mill wheel moved. 
This new tyoo of 141 and yo forth, when it started up would 
shako the whole building and you'd t ink it was going to 
tumbl down., it had so much power about it. Anyway after 
so long m time the business got sort of slack along line and 
we'd only grind mnyhe once a week and would haveuncle Sam 
Gibson grind one week ur.d rmybe Dad the next. • Vie had to 
build a mill dam and a shoot for the water to run into.this - 
wheel that furnished the power. 

And of course, iny father vent into the general mercantile 
of ell types, ready made clothing, piece goods and groceries 
and hardware and anything you might need on the farm. Just 
mention it <nd he usually either had it or got it for you. 

Dad also liked to sing. He always maintained a pretty good 
choir at the church an developed a singing group that he 
would take to other churches to sing during revival meetings. 
Even at the county fair, we von a plaque or a medal for being 
the b est cho ir" in tfi~e county. Speaking about investments- I 
had in the Pocahontas County Fair and it was like 

some of those other businesses. It was sold for taxes so 
I w-s out 5250.00 there but I enjoyed the fair. I took my 
first a innlsne ride with a man by the na me of. Scot t. He 
w ; fs hauling ridlTrs ’t the fair. My br other, Dave and I , 
my dad said, "Do you all want to go'ap? T ' We said~j "Tea." 




(SIDS FIVE CONTINUED) 



We didn't know it, but the pilot was one of these fellows 
who nipped the bottle n little bit and he told dad as we 
started to leave the ground, "I'm gonna give them a real 
good ride. I'll play some stunts with them." Well, he 
did. He went up there and made a loop the loop once or 
twice md it seemed like we were just gonna go through the 
floorboard as we came back down and as we went up we didn't 
know whether v/c were gonna stick on the upper side or not. 
Course we were strapped in, but we enjoyed that ride and it 
was a small plane. We landed safely. 


Most of the rest of the family and my wife especially have 
riden a jet plane. She went to Chicago, I believe when 
Brian was born. She enjoyed the ride on the plane, it 
was comfortable even though she was sorta scared to start 
out. 

further, in regard to my dad, he was like my great uncle 
Hugh Sharp; he had a lotta bees. Dad studied scientific 
methods of taking care of bees. He advertised the basswood 
or white lynn honey throughout the state and built up a 
reputation of being the best flavored honey ever produced 
in the state of West Virginia. In a few years time the 
state decided the bee business was growing to such an 
extent that they needed to have some overseers and in¬ 
spectors to try to take care that they wouldn't get 
disease and the people wouldn't have to get out of the 
bee business. So they came to see my dad to be one of 
the bee inspect ors. Mp. Massey from Wheeling, W. Va. 
was to "be chairman of the'Toee’ inspectors, so dad had to 
spend quite a bit of time during the summer months in¬ 
specting bees. If they found foul brood either European 
or the regular foul brood, the instruction then was to 
destroy the hive and the bees. The honey was supposed 
to have been edible and no harm in eating the honey. 

What they were trying to prevent was the spread of the foul 
brood and they are still trying to do the same t> ing 
today. We found out from experience that if you kept 
the bees watered, the bees like to have water for the young 
bees, and you put salt in the water and sometimes salt 
around the hives it seemed to protect them to a certain 
extent from taking foul brood. Of course there is a 
difference in thehreed of bees. The ^Itali an bees were 
as mem as they ever get, about like yellow jackets. They 
were good housekeepers and would keep the weevils and 
worms cleaned out where a black bee would just accept them 
as part of the family and let them go ahead and destroy the 
brood and eat up the beehive. That's still true today. 


My dad was always active in church work. He was layleader 
bImss leader of the church. !!e and Brice Griffin and 
uncle S^ m Gib son and Sam^Hannah, myself”and two' or three 
iS h Sh? numher that wmrld be at prayer meeting 

when the snow was deep. When it was 
pretty e lot of folks would come out to prayer meeting 
back then that wouldn't lave time or think about it today. 
They would rather stay home and watch television. 


(SIDE FIVE CONTINUED) 



NOW, of course we mentioned about Ado's career. Violet 
married Rufus Markland who finally became vice-president 
or assistant vice-president of the C. and 0 railroad. That's 
a position that cousin Sam V/hanger , Ed Whang^r also rail¬ 
roaders finally sttained to.. My brother-Ln-law, Rufus 

died with heart trouble several years ago. My sister 
lived by herself for a number of years and finally decided 
to sell out and go to the Methodist Hermitage. She had to 
pay, I believe, ten thousand dollars invest in the Hermitage 
plus about on hundred and seventy-five dollars a month for 
room and board for as long as she lives. Of course, she got 
all of the needed nursing facilities if she had to go into 
the hospital, they have hospital services on the third floor. 

All she had to do is pick up the telephone and call the nurse 
and she would be there in a minute or two if she were sick 
or needed help. She was very much satisfied with this sort 
of a set-up. She could still keep her own car and come and 
go as she nleased. That's fine, we thought we had something 
similar to that here in West Virginia and when we voted on 
it at the Met odist conference, we thought it was for the 
ministers of the gospels, retired and the laymen, retired 
and didn't have a home to go to. They could live in this 
Methodist Hermitage or place and live and be practically free. 
'Course that was before social security and that sort of 
thing came into effect, but today if you own property, you 
have to dispose of it and turn it over to them and pay them 
probably two hundred dollars a month for room and board, 
something on the came order of what my sister has in Rich¬ 
mond, Va.. She inspected three different places, she check¬ 
ed in Cincinnatti and V/.Va. and Richmond. Violet married 
a mighty good man, they seldom come any better. Their son, 
started out to study to be a doctor, he finally edded up 
working for an electrical company. He is v/orking for 
Magnavox now as sort of a sales manager nnd of course, hi6 
wife teaches school at times and they had two children, Ann 
and John. Ann married a Zurr ,a painter contractor who work s 
for his dad and he's a ni"ccTTellow. They all seem to be doing 
pretty well. 

Nov/ my sister, JSjyyjla, died in the flu epidemic d uring the first 
world's war when she vs eighteen years old. She took some¬ 
thing like tonsillituc or diptheria and they lanced her throat 
and she took blood poisoning. They didn't have streptomicen 
or penccillan or anything like thqt to killit like they do to¬ 
day. She would probably be living today if they had this kind 
of medical treatment. 

Ac for myself, I have one girl nnd two hoys. Ramona lives at 
Parkersburg. Che went to school at Morris Harvey and also went 
to school at Marlinton High School and l’oca High School. She 
graduated at Marietta College after she was married and is now 
teaching music in several elementary schools. She goes from 
one school to another and she likes it real well in dealing 
with the children. They seem to be so enthused over songs that 
they sing and that sort. The oldest boy of Ramona and Tom, 
Ramona married Tom Shipley a chemical engineer at the Dupont 
plant and did work at the Dupont plant at Belle, John grad¬ 
uated from school and he is now a clothing store manager in 
St. Louis. He married Cindy, I forget her father and mother's 
n^me but she is a real nice, quiet girl. They have a son, 

Jeremy that would be my great grandson. 
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Tomas Alan is still in school and he is taking what you / 
might the Hollywood type of training of being in plays 
and movies and singing. He has a wonderful voice and 
has won two or three scholorships on that. The younger 
boy, David, he looks more like the Sharp's than the other 
two boys. He is at West Virginia University now. 

(END SIDE FIVE ) 

( SIDE SIX ) 


1 


WHERE I LEFT OFF...I think I told the history of my 
daughter, Ramona. Then there comes Ralph and Evan. 

Ralph served a term in the army during the Korean War. 

He married Rogena Davis. They had four children of this 
union, Vickie, the oldest, Brian and Kathy and Diane. 

They bought a house, a fancy home in Albany Georgia. They 
been down, that was the second time..he had a job with 
Gravley Tractor company as an engineer and he was trans¬ 
ferred down there to manage the plant in Albany Georgia. 

The chance of promotion didn't appear too good and the 

suggestions that he made in regard to the company and 

the new motors that they were putting out and he decided 

that if they weren't going to pay any attention to his 

suggestions that he would look out for another job. He 

did, he went back to Chicago and while he was in Chicago 

he went to school and worked for a draftsman there in 

Chicago before he got t : is job with Gnvley and the man 

he worked for there in Chicago hired him back and he got 

a job for another company and Ralph worked for him for 

a few years in making this remote over teTevisionusing 

cassettes in the television in place of the current pro- 

Cr ms so if you w-.ntod to yon just slip in a cassette and 

listen to your own programs. It w-s getting along pretty 

good rnd Gears Roebuck was supposed to be distributors for 

it but Ralph told them that if they didn't sh-ke a leg a 

bit and put out more production and try to perfect some of 

the 'bugs' in the system it wasn't going to work. Ralph 

w?c right much to stand up for what he thought was right; 

so he quit there and v:ent out to Fountain Valley in Calif. 

working for one of his old bosses he used to work for there 

in Chicago. He is vice-president or manager of production 

of this bearing plant where they make bearings for airplanes 

and motors of that sort and they have more orders than they 

can fill. When he went, out there he had to hunt for a place 

to live and when you ore so far up in the company you have 

t.o buy for prestigious sake and had to live in a fairly decent home 

so 1 think he overbought there in Fountain Valley..paid too 

much for this big house which is much bigger than they of course 

needed. When the prices of utilities and everything went up 

it made it quite difficult for Ralph to take care of the one 

family in Albany Georgia and he married a Nancy Darby , a quiet 

type person and they have one son, Richard in Fountain Valley 

California. Ue don't hear from them very often since they 

are that far away and I don't get to see them so very often . 

So far they are making good and the children, fiogena is 

raising are making good grades, one of them is going to school 

in Norfolk, Virginia and I think Brian wants to go to Charlottes¬ 
ville. 
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Brian starts college next year. He got a scholarship. V 
He went to the governor's conference and made grades 
that justified tv>at sort of thing. 

Now, Evan went to school at Poca then to West Virginia 
State for one year. He couldn't get the subjects there thnt 
he wanted to take for he wanted to be a forester. He went 
on to West Virginia University and practically worked his 
own way through school. We helped him out as we could. 

He graduated* During the summer months he worked with 
Mr. Bailey up in Focahontas county, trapping turkeys, wild 
life-tagging them and trying them loose etc. He was at the 
camp over at Albon on Anthony's creek. Later on he got a 
job with the Virginia forestry division. They liked his 
work there and they hired him full time when he graduated 
fron V.V.U. He was over in Rockingham County out frbm 
Staunton for_a couple of years, bought a home and had to sell 
it when he got a promotion and was sent over to Madison in the 
eastern part of the state. He was put in charge of a 
district of three counties, I don't know if I can name the 
counties; Madison was one add two other adjoining counties. 

This year he has set out 500,000 trees, he and some high school 
boy- so he had to work long hours to do that. His wife, 
daughter of Mr. McCutcheon and the sister of Calvin McCutcheon 
n Kfetho'*ir.t circuit, rider you might say - he preferred to 
preach to the country people and has a charge up around 
Webster Springs, Craigsville and that section and has won 
servers! plaques or medals for outstanding work for serving 
the young people ns well as tv e old people of his charge. 

That sort of takes care of my family. 

I might say that my d-d was quite a worker in the church. 

Of course, B-.rnona, Ralph and Even all sang in church choirs 
an well as myself. T was in hopes of raising .n quartet of 
my own but they soon married off and moved away and that 
didn't seem to work out very well. 

Come of the other things that T left out reganding the history 
of t’.e Sharp's. On my mother's side of the house. She was 
a Morgan and my grandmother was a Ramsey. My references mad e 
here to the Ramsey reunion history give the history of the 
Pamsey's on my mothers side. They have a reunion at a place 
they built at Alvon near the Methodist church there especially 
for their reunion - a sheltor. My grandfather, the preacher, 
tlied before I war horn. I did know his brother, uncle Clone (?) 
his brother, he married a sister of Mrs Hodges, I believe. Their 
daughter married a Laudermilk. .7".delated to the the Sampson's 
Boone's and the ’..’hangers and Ware's quite a number of folks 
around Roncev-^rte. • Sherwood, one of the Sherwood boys became 
a prec ! er. Dqn Sherwood was a railroader, he and his wife 
nnnt Sally Ware was grandmother Edith Morgan's sister. I think 
one of her daughter's married a Eoone.. Roy Boone, Rankin 
and Samuel 3oone, Weldon und ^Crtitfr Boone of theBoone Family 
related to us. I think aunt 2aTly5nn~T.'are and my gran dmother 
Morg*an acted as midwives during the births of perhaps myself - 
and my brothers and sisters. Of course there were no doctor's 
close. Dr. Cameron was over at Mace. Dr. Jim Brice and 
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Jt\ 

I might. say that Dr. Camero n of Mace owned one of the first 
steam automobiles liT t he state of W. Va. He had one that 
was run Ey"sTeam , used kerosene to heat up the boiler for 
steam he could make seventy-five, eighty or ninely miles an 
hour with that thins. looked a wh ole lot like a jeep. 

Our first automobile that we owned was a Studebakcr and I 
had to have cushions put behind me to reach the pedals to be 
able to drive it. When I bought the thing , Dad went over 
to town and old man burr l et dad drive the thintr around t own 
for about thirty minutes* and turned him loose to drive the 
thine home ovor the wagon roads, dirt roads. That's the 
way w- 1 (.;-.rncd to drive back in those days. We didn't have 
to have ' license for a f.w years there 'til they got some 
better roads and there v/ouldbe some chance of speeding and 
bavin-- wrecks. If you were going twenty or twenty-five miles 
and hour you were going at a high speed over those roads. 

'hack it the time my wife and I were married, I had bought a 
r.**w "tar automobile not Ipng before tjjat—ond-*-drove’ it to" ‘ 
Marlinton and put it in n garage there^and Bvade the train 
ui> to Casr, # arrd Genevieve's dad met us up there in his 
model "T" Ford and took us on over to the Orndorff home 
for the night. rot. married the next day about eleven 

o'clock. We were starting to Washington D. C. on our 
honeymoon and there were mud roads up there then. Moody, 
Genevieve's brot or, hr mossed up the horses and put the 
spreaders on and chains-log chains and went on down the 
road about quarter of a mile and was waiting t ere 'til 
we came along to fasten to the old model "T" in order to 
get through the mud hole. Co Moody got up on the radiator. 
My wife and I were ;ittinr in the back seat and we had 
dad up front - he v. chauffr~ir r -x.«g*fr we were riding in 
style, ; one-m-Ti-out on the radiator-as conductor, 

flagman or something driving a -team. After we got out of the 
mud hole, of course we made it all right over to Cass. 

'! a got on t' e train there at Cans and going down the Green¬ 
brier river down near ..atoga or thereabouts, a‘ freight 
train had wrecked and upset about ten or fifteen cars of 
coal. So we had to get our baggage and tromp through the 
briers and weeds and walk about r. half a mile around this 
wreckage. The railroad company had sent another passenger 
train up to meet us to take us on into Ronceverte. We made 
it into Ronceverte but we were about to be a little too late 
for the train to Washington D.C. We took a berth of course, 
it seemed we had to take an upper berth. V/hile she went to 
the dressing room to dress, I went ahead and went to bed and 
I kept looking out the curtains.for herv She kep£ delaying 
and - delaying and here-her sister and another girl had taken 
a machine or a needle and thread and sown her gown all up, 
and she couldn't get inside of it, so she had been sitting 
in there in the train rocking backwards and forwards trying 
to get those stitches out :o she could get her gown on*.I 
thou’ght her heart had failed herj but she finally appeared. 
So we landed in Washington the next morning, cnent a few 
days there looking around at. th*» :irhts, the museum of 
history and that sort of thing then came on back home. 
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While we were gone about two or three feet of snow had 
fallen. When we came to Harlinton I called home to my 
mother $0 see how the roads were an^l she said the^e : hadn’t 
been anybody over them for two or three days and 1 the.'m^Il 
hadn't even run. She said I'd better go to'the hotel'and 
stay that night and wait until next day to see if the roads 
opened up. But I went over to C. J. Richardson's and bought 
a shovel, I had this new car so we started out. V/e made it 
up Elk mountain alright and coming down Elk the wind had 
blown the snow and drifted it over top of the fence along 
each side. I just kinda butted my way through the snow. It 
was n kind of soft, fluffy-like sno • but it was hard down in- 
jide. Finally mode a way through. My mother was over at the 
new home fixing our wedding dinner for us, she wasn't ex- 
pecting us so I stopped over at the old place, called over 
asking if everything was all right. She asked, "Where are f 
you?" I told her we were over at the old place and she 
wanted to know how we ever got there. Of course, we 
started across the graveyard hill and the snow had drifted 
cle:r over and you couldn't tell where the road was going 
down the other side. But drivin' made a road through and we 
got there. There were a lot of our friends and loved ones 
came on r>nyway and we had a very nice wedding party. That's 
been fifty years igo -md we've lived hnppily together for 
fifty years. My health has been bad for the last three or 
four year* and I don't eVr.edt to have too long to stay here. 
With the type of dise^<:c T have the doctor's are doing the 
beet they can to cure of it. I've been in the hospital 
three times now in the l<st year and am still not able to 
get out and stir around much. I'M still thankful the Lord 
has spared ou.* lives this long and give us hope of eternity. 
We've had lots of friends that have been very kind to us and 
we hope to meet them someday, whether in this life or the 
life to come. 



There are many more things perhaps I should say.r On my wife's 
side of the house there are several preachers. Two of her 
sister's married preachers. Stella married Hillary Finch and 
Goynelle married Ollie Heavener, a United Brethern preacher. 
Mary, a sister has a boy Billy is a Presbyterian preacher. 
Stella and Hillary's two boys were preachers,.one of them a 
part time preacher. He w a s with IBM and war making more money 
in the sales field and of course liked to take care of his 
family. As a preacher I understand they got up good sermons 
and all like that, the Lord bleBa him and bring him back to 
the ministry where he belongs. It seems like we all have 
our troubles. Genevieve's sister, Eloise lost her husband 
little over a year ago. He died in Waynesboro Va. Marie lost 


her husband several years ngo but 3he managed to raise her 
family, a very good family, one of them has an airplane taxi 
in Leei8burg, If you wanted to go somewhere in a hurry, he 
would take you. So I married into a good religious family 
and the Sharp's Ramsey's and the Morgan's were all considered 
very nice people. Fordy Morgan was uncle Tom Morgan's son 
and Jie went to Washington D.C. and had some children. We havi 
relatives scattered all over the United States, I reckon. 

Si chose to remain sinrle nther than get married. Dave own; 
the store building at Slutyfork and has somebody to operate i 
The jewelry shop in Cincinnatti, he repairs watches etc. He 
mnrri^ a Fried girl, Sylvia they h.ve an adopted d»u e htertha 
l ^ vonderful girl and hna bnon a great help to the. and a 
great blessing t Q tH... 
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I n early June, 1921, Ivan Sharp returned home to Slatyfork 
from his studies at West Virgina Wesleyan College, His 
father, L. D. had plans for him. He was to take Si, Paul 
and Creola Sharp to Arbovale for J.H. Hall’s Singing School. 
They would drive there in the‘«Studebaker- and topm With -Urs, 
Summers Sutton- for the week. 

ft local girl, Genevieve Orndorff, was also attending the 
school. Sometime during the week, Ivan asked to drive her 
home. She suggested they walk. The unpaved North Fork road 
to J.R. Orndorff’s home was veryi: muddy. 

Ivan Sharp became aocustomed to the road to Genevieve's door. 
In the next t rec y<~-ars he would make numerous Sunday trips, 
arriving in time for church, to spend tl>e day with Genevieve. 
In 19?3, under an anple tree, he proposed marriage* J. B. 
and Cora Ella (Ervin) Orndorff g r ve their blessing. 

February, 6, 1924, Ivan Lilburn Sharp and Jessie Genevieve 
0—iriorff were married in the front parlor of the Orndorff 
home.it eleven in the morning: Reverand Hairis, Methodist 
minister of Arbovale charge, officiating with Mary Margaret 
Orndorff and Si Sharp in attendance. . Martha, the organist, 
played the traditional wedding march for the processional 
down stairway and hall. The bride was dressed in a blue 
suit with grey squirrel collar, grey shoes and grey silk 
hose; the groom in a blue serge suit. The guests were served 
a turkey dinner after the ceremony. (Some members of the 
family missed the ceremony- Eloise Orndorff, age six, was 
behind the stove crying.... Lila Orndorff and Aunt Lola 
Sheets had gone to the well.)....(Lola was probably trying 
to get the sugar from her hands for she had helped 'ice? 
nine cakes.) 




Ivan and Genevieve planned to honeymoon in Washington, 

D. C. They did. In that week, Woodrow Wilson passed away. 
Genevieve remembers the pallor over the city. They visited, 
the Smithsonian, the Congressional Library and the Zoo. 
Genevieve had never seen a leapord; the one she saw at 
the National Zoo ;resented her with an indeliable souviner, 
claw narks on a brand-new silk umbrella. 

For Ivan'r. recollections, here are his recorded memories 
taped in November 197^: "Back at the time n:y wife and I 
were married, I had bought a new Star automobile. I drove 
it to Karlinton and put it in a garage. We rode the log 
train up to Cass, Genevieve's dad met us there in his model 
"T" Ford and took os on over to the Orndorff home for the 
night. We got married the next day about eleven o'clock. 

We started tc Washington B.C. on our honeymoon and there 
were mud roads up there then. Moody, Genevieve's brother, 
harnessed up the horjes and put the spreaders on and chains, 
log chains, and went on down the road about a quarter of a 
mile and was waiting there 'til we came along to fasten the 
old model "T" in order to get through the mud hole. Moody 
got up on the radiator. I*y wife and I were sitting in the 
back seat and we had my dad up front, chauffering. We were 
riding in style with a nan on the radiator conducting us 
through the mud with a team of horses! After we got out 
of t :e mud hole, we made it all right over to Cass. We got 
on the train there at Cans and going down the Greenbrier 
river down near :/a toga or thereabouts, a freight train had 
wrecked »nd upset about ten or fifteen cars of coal. So we 
had to get our baggage and tromp through the briers and weeds 
and walk about a half a mile around this wreckage. The 
railroad company had sent .another passenger train iip to meet 
ur. to take us on into Ronceverte. V/e made it into Konceverte 
hut were about a little too late for the train to Washington, 



” \le took a berth of course, it seemed we had to take an upper 
berth. While she went to the dressing room to dress, I went 
ahead and went to bed and kept looking out the curtains for 
her. She kept delaying and delaying and here- her sister and 
another girl had taken a machine or a needle and thread and 
sown her gown all up and she couldn't get inside of itl She 
had been sitting un there in the train rocking backwards and 
forwards trying to get those stitches out so she could get 
her gown on..»..I thought her heqrt had failed her, but she 
finally appeared. " 

"We landed in Washington the next morning, spent a few day6 
there looking around at the sights, the Museum of History 
and that sort of thing and then came on back home." 

"While we were gone about two or three feet of snow had 
fallen, "hen we came to Marlinton I called home to my 
mother to see how the roads were • She said there hadn't 
been anybody over them for two or three days and the mail 
hadn't even run. She said I'd better go to the hotel and 
stay that night and wait until next day to see if the roads 
opened up.. But I uent over to C. J. Richardson's and bought 
a shovel, I had this new car so we started out. We made it 
up Elk mountain all right and coming down Elk the wind had 
blown t e snow and drifted it over top of the fence along 
each side. I just kinda butted my way through the snow. It two 
a kind of soft, fluffly-li 1 e snow but it was hard down inside. 

We finally mode our way through." 

"My mother was over at the new home fixing our wedding dinner 
for un. She wasn't expecting us so I stopped over at the 
old place, called over asking if everything was all right. 

°he asked, "'..'here are you?" I told her we were over at the 
old place and she wanted to know how we ever got there. Of 
course, we started over the '-raveyard hill and the snow 
had flriftod clear over '*nd you couldn't tell whore the 
rood v/.a r. going down the other ride. But drivin' made a 
road through 'n' 1 *./e got there. There were a lot of our 
friends and loved ones who ca:r.e on anyway and we had a 




very nice wedding party. That's been fifty years ago and 
we've lived happily together for fifty years#" 

Ivan Lilburn Sharp was horn at Slatyfork, July 27, 1900, 
son of Luther David and Laura Jane (Morgan) Sharp# He 
died March 22, 1975 and is buried at the Sharp Gemetary 
nt Slatyfork. Jessie Genevieve (Orndorff) Sharp was 
torn in Arbov.ale, August 5» 1905 and now resides in Waynes¬ 
boro, Virginia. Ivan and Genevieve had three children: 

Rnnona Irene Sharp Shipley born at Slatyfork August 26, 1928, 
Ralph Myers Sharp born at Myers Clinic, Phiiipi' April 7, 1933. 
Evan Lilburn Sharp born at Myers Clinic, Philipj.' December 
28, 1940 died November 1?, 1975. 



RANDOLPH MORGAN 


The Morgans were of Welch decent, having coli|e from Wales and 
settled in Virginia. 

Randolph Morgan was born in Rappahannock County, Virginia on 
April 2, 1815. He came to Greenbrier County in company with Noah 
Morgan about 1833. Their relationship is not known, but it was not 
father and son. 

Randolph Morgan lived two miles below Ronceverte. It is said 
that he had the first flour mill in the town. He was married to 
Pollie "Mary" Myres, also of Irish decent. She was a sister of 
Charles Myres. They lived near Ronceverte in the Irish Corner/ 
District. Pollie Myres was born in 1810. 

The children of Randolph and Pollie Myres Morgan were: 

(ages according to 1880 census) 

(1) Albert born 1841 

(2) Charles Lewis born 1844 

(3) Samuel Craft born July 8, 1847 

(4) Columbus born 1851 

(5) Virginia 

(6) Unknown child 
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The second marriage of Randolph Morgan was to Mrs. Ellen 
Wade. She was born in 1826. They were married March 23, 1887 
in Greenbrier County. She survived her husband. 

Randolph Morgan died at his home below Ronceverte on May 6, 
1897. The cause of his death was a general breaking down of his 
physical powers from old age. Funeral services were conducted 
at the house by the Rev. L. R. Markwood, followed by burial in 
the Coffman graveyard. 
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ALBERT MORGAN 



Albert Morgan was born in 1841 in Greenbrier County. On 
August 24, 1865 he was married to Rebecca Whanger (born 1847), the 
daughter of David and Nelly Whanger. She was born in Greenbrier 


County. 

The following children's initials were 


listed in the census 


of 1880. 


M. 

E. 

Female 

13 

years 

S. 

E. 

Male 

12 

years 

E. 

A. 

Female 

8 

years 

V. 

S. 

Female 

6 

years 

A. 

L. 

Male 

3 

years 

S. 

F. 

Female 

1 

year 


Added to this are two known children: Ernest and Grace. 


Grace Morgan was born October 19, 1886 and died in a Thomasville, 
N. C. nursing home in November, 1974 after a long illness. She was 
married to Benjamin B. Brown. She was buried in the Ketron Cemetery 

near Ronceverte. Survivors include four sons: Guy of Indian Valley, 

<*-+1 

Covington, Va.; Ben B. and Archie, both of Highpoint, N. C. c f 

Ccuioy**. ( J*. three daughters: Mrs. Pauline Ford of Earlehurst, Va.; 
Mrs. Gladys Brisendine of Westwood, Covington, Va.; and Mrs. Margaret 
Young of Clifton Forge, Va. 
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CHARLES LEWIS MORGAN 


Charles Lewis Morgan was born in 1844 and was married to 
Louisa Eades on September 21, 1865. She was born in 1842, the 
daughter of Sam and Harriet Eades in Monroe, Va. Charles Lewis 
Morgan died December 17, 1899 at his home in Irish Corner District 
near Ronceverte. He died of cancer. He was a farmer. No children 
were listed for the couple in the census of 1880. 
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COLUMBUS MORGAN 



Columbus Morgan was born in 1851. He was married to Malinda 
Howard who was born in 1856. Columbus died in 1927 or 28. 

They were the parents of two daughters according to the census 
of 1880 and are listed as: 

N. A. Female 2 years 

M. F. Female 1 year 

A son was born later. His name was Ford E. Morgan. He was 
living at 330 Maryland Ave., N. E., Washington, D. C. in 1944. 

Columbus Morgan was living in the Fort Spring District when the 
census was taken in 1880. 
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VIRGINIA MORGAN 

Virginia Morgan was 21 years old when she married Charles T. 
Holliday, also aged 21 years. The marriage date is not known by me. 
He was a son of Israel E. and Mary Holliday. Charles was a farmer. 
They were both born in Greenbrier County. Charles and Virginia were 
the parents of a daughter, Mary Susan, who married John Ramsey. 

Virginia Morgan's second marriage was to Andrew Hutchinson. 

Their children that can be remembered are: 

(1) Sam married Anna(?) Green 

(2) Charles 

(3) Barbara Ann married Ed Morgan 

(4) Nancy Jane married _ Fink 
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SAMUEL CRAFT MORGAN 



Samuel Craft Morgan was born near Ronceverte on July 8, 1847. 

He died January 7, 1898. He was married on February 21, 1872 (note: 
Greenbrier County Court House records show January 21, 1872) to 
Edith H. Ramsey by M. L. Lacy. She was born near Ronceverte on 
December 20, 1855, the daughter of William and Sallie Meade Ramsey. 
The following children were born to this union: 

(1) Laura J. Morgan born March 31, 1874 

(2) William Columbus Morgan born March 15, 1876 

(3) Sarah Virginia (Ninnie) Morgan born February 15, 1878 

(4) Edgar Randolph Morgan born April 18, 1882 

(5) Lena Florence Morgan born December 17, 1896 


The following is from an obituary notice: 

Rev. Samuel C. Morgan, of the Greenbrier Circuit, M. E. Church, 
whose injuries by his horse falling on him, were noted in these columns 
some weeks ago, died last Friday morning, January 7, 1898, at 11 o'clock, 
at the home of George W. Whiting, near Falling Spring, of pneumonia. 

Aged 51 years. 

Mr. Morgan, while seriously hurt by his accident, would have recov¬ 
ered had he not suffered exposure by lying for several hours in the 
weather before he could make anyone hear his cries for assistance. 

This exposure developed pneumonia, but we understand that he was 
improving slowly until one week before his death, when he was moved 
from Mr. Abraham Snedegar's to Mr. Whiting's, a distance of some six 
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or seven miles. The change from a warm room to the outside air exerted 
perhaps an injurious effect upon his wexakened frame, and he could not 
rally from the shock. 

We give below from the pen of J. W. Sampson, a brief sketch of 
Hr. Morgan's life. 

"Rev. Samuel Craft Morgan, the subject of this article, was born 
on the 8th day of July, 1847, in Greenbrier County, near the location on 
which the town of Ronceverte now stands. He was the third son of 
Randolph and Pollie Morgan, and on his mother's side sprang from among 
the oldest citizens of Greenbrier — the old Myres family. Deceased 
was converted at a protracted meeting conducted by Rev. Addison Weller 
of M. E. Church, South, at old Pleasant Grove school house, in the 
Coffman neighborhood, in the year 1866. From the time of his con¬ 
version to the day of his death, he was an active and zealous worker 
in the church. He was licensed as a local preacher in the M. E. 

Church in the year 1887, and in 1888 was received on probation in the 
Virginia Annual Conference of the same church. His first pastoral 
charge was the ^Edray circ uit (in 1889 in Pocahontas County), where 
he remained the full time limit of five years after which he was 
appointed to the Greenbrier circuit, where he served until called 
from labor to reward. 

Bro. Morgan was a kind friend and neighbor, a- kind £g .. iend an d 
neig hbor , a faithful and loving husband and father, and above all 
else, was a faithful, self-denying, crossbearing servant of his Divine 
Master. He labored faithfully for the salvation of precious souls, 
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and for the advancement of the church of his choice, as a minister 
for nearly eleven years, and died at his post of duty. Doubtless 
the Master said, "It is enough, come up higher." "Mark the upright 
man and behold the just, for the end of that man is peace." We mourn, 
but not as those who have no hope, for this great loss to the church, 
believing as we do that our loss is his great gain. We extend to the 
bereaved wife and children our warmest sympathies, and exhort them to 
follow the example of their beloved one, and trust in Him who promised 
to be a father to the orphan and a husband to the widow." 

The following appeared in a Greenbrier newspaper: 

A Dream 

Our Loveridge correspondent writes of a curious dream 
which seemed to have a quick fulfillment in the death of a 
Methodist minister sometime ago. He says: 

"In the death of Rev. S. C. Morgan, whose obituary 
appeared in the West Virginia News , we realize a great loss. 

While some do not pay any attention to dreams, many reflect 
over Bro. Morgan's dream the night before he preached his last 
sermon at this place and which he related at that time. 

"He dreamed he was on the bank of the Greenbrier River, 
opposite the old homestead, not far from the present site of 
Ronceverte. He saw the old birch tree to which he used to hitch 
his canoe, but his canoe was gone. He wanted to get across but 
did not know how. He saw a boat up the river, but it was not the 
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boat he used to have. In some way he crossed, he said, but did 


not know how, but on the other side he met his father, who had 


been dead sometime. 


"He said he did not know, but it might be that his earthly 
stay was short." 


The Rev. S. C. Morgan was buried at the Oak Grove Cemetery. 
Following his death, the church was renamed Morgan Memorial Church. 

His wife was buried at his side. She died September 25, 1932 
at the home of her son, W. C. Morgan of Lobelia. Her second marriage 
was to Cr. Wesley Irvin^of Edray who preceded her in death. A week 
before her death, she suffered a stroke of paralysis. 

The children of the Rev. S. C. and Edith Ramsey Morgan will 


now be presented. 



, ^ 
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LAURA JANE MORGAN 


Laura Jane Morgan was born March 31, 1874 near Ronceverte. 

She died at her home at Slaty Fork, Pocahontas County, October 17, 

1932. She had been ill for many months with heart disease and com¬ 
plications. She was buried in the Sharp family cemetery, the funeral 
being conducted from the Slaty Fork Church by Rev. T. H.Taylor. 

On February 16, 1893 she united in marriage with Luther David 
Sharp, born June 8, 1872 at Slaty Fork, the son of Silas and Sarah 
Hannah Sharp of the "Old Field" on Elk. "L.D." died March 13, 1963 
and was buried in the Sharp cemetery. The following was taken from 
his obituary notice. 

"Mr. Sharp was the only son of his parents. At the early age of 
12, he started his mercantile business, buying and selling fur, live¬ 
stock, and merchandise. For many years his merchandise was hauled from 
Millboro, Virginia, and Beverly by covered wagons. Mr. Sharp was the 
first Postmaster of Slatyfork and gave it its name when the office was 
opened. He loved to fish and hunt, killing his last deer at the age 
of 89. He was one of the first group of apiary inspectors in W. Va., 
and raised bees to produce the famous Pocahontas County white lynn 
honey. 

"L.D." as he was affectionately called by his close friends, 
helped organize and was a charter member of the Slatyfork Methodist 
Church. He was a lover of sacred music and organized the Slatyfork 
Choir, well known in Pocahontas and surrounding counties for its 
fine music. 
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Luther's second marriage was to Mabel^Hansford ^ 


The children of L.D . and Laura Sharp are listed below. They 


all attended West Virginia Weslyan College 


ept Creola. 


Their children: 


t first 'married J ohnson 




(A) Donald married Lexie 


and lives in 




Portland, Oregon. Children: Paul, Linda, Donald Jr., 


and Bruce. \ 

M If 31 V **1 

Helen mdrriea Eugene Hannah, the son of Lee and 


Virginia Daft Hannah. Widowed Helen lives at 


Slatyfork. Their son Eugene H. married Jewell Mullins. 


<. vVlJ Children: David and Douglas. They live at Fairmont. 


Following the death of Mr. Johnson, Ada married William 


of Baltimore, Md. 


ned William Cur 
a-fftM. f?2->/ 


b Fairmont. X 


»»* 

•‘-.rf 


Their children: 


(A) Stanley married Shirley Bell. He is a school principal 


near Baltimore. 


(B) Clara married William Keene. They live in Baltimore. 


(C) William "Billy" has been married 2 or 3 times in 


/ V.1_I-- x 

olet J ^born March 15, 1897, married Rufus Markland^and lives 


in Richmond, Virginia. He is deceased. 


Their child, Rufus Melvin,Jr., married Nancy 


lives in Indiana. Their children are: John and Ann. 
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(3) Ivan born July 25, 1900. Married Genevieve Orndorff, 


daughter of Jesse Brown Orndorff of Arbovale. Ivan and - atL , 

(x->-*» 

( / T) 


Genevieve live at Nitro, W. Va. 
c lie# 

Their children: 


(A) 


Ramona married Tom Shipley. Lives at Parkersburg 

Children: John, Thomas Alan, and David 

Ralph married Rogena Davis. Lives in California. 


:ied Rogena Davis. Lives m California. « \ 
£c£*aci y *ii c«ua4 ’ 

Ch/ildren: Brian, Kathy, and ____. 


(C) 


Evan married Phyllis McCutcheon. Lives at Madison, 

9 V fiZZy,u/v&- 



Silas was bqrn October 27, 1907. 


9'P-fat A 

Lives at 


( 6 ) 


Slatyfork. 

Paul born November 25, 
in Port Neches, Texas. 
Their children: 


T*' 




m Married Vonda Lowe*. He lives 

/til /1\0 ^ M 


(A) Thayer married Nancy Simpson. Their child is , 

J <VO^xx J A J/b^<Ai <rj S/b<A C*rft.r f 

Timothy V rriet) Be ✓#«- ly C^Ay^ilDrJ 

(B) Bfarbara married Glenn Smith 


(7) 


After Vonda's death, Paul married Ketha A^| 1 flg(l i A/ 

Luther David Jr. born June 8, / (G? Married Silvia 7 


Friel. They live in Cincinnati, Ohio. Their child is Linda 

4\jt VKAA/coti 1 t PV ft 




2S , S : SSX> Z 5 ,, H.2'?«*S“ 
*U.3 E * 2S |=5 § £? 


.1 f is 




Evan Lilbem Sharp 




Issue: 


13 



B. 28 Dec. 191:0 
Philippi, W.Va. 

D . /* V- '* 7 f ^ 

Sr ' n | i/ . f*v**>- 

bur * . 

Forester U\vi» 7 \»c. Perot W.c-e 
<5 

Resided: Staunton,Va. 

AU_«±>S>. 

Parents: Ivan Lilbern Sharp 

& Jesse Genevieve Orndorff 


1. Arthur Todd Sharp 

B. 1 Oct. 1965 Norton,Va. 
D. 

Md. 


2. Roderick Evan Sharp 

3. 13 Mar. 1967 Staunton,Va. 

D. 

Md. 

3 . * 


Md. 6 Mar. 1965 
Weston, W.Va. 

Jacksons Mill 


Phyllis Jeanette McCutheon 


B. 21 Aug. 19U: 
Reedy, W.Va. 


D. 


Tu 

tht+ip, Ok • 


bur. 

Parents: Thomas Edgar McCutcheon 
& Edna West 
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William Columbus Morgan 

William Columbus Morgan, the second child of the Rev. S. C. 
and Edith Ramsey Morgan, was born March 15, 1876 just below Ronceverte. 
He went to school at the Old Pleasant School House for a while which 
was in the Coffman neighborhood. He then went to the Oak Hill School 
in Ronceverte. The Morgan family moved to Edray in Pocahontas County 
in March 1889 to the Methodist Parsonage. He then attended the Edray 
School until he finished the sixth grade. He worked for Isaac Sharp 
at Edray for two 8 month hitches and also during sugar making time. 

In 1894 the Morgan family moved to the old log parsonage just below 
Lobelia and the Rev. Morgan preached at 7 or 8 churches in the Green¬ 
brier Charge. 

William C. married Jemima Frances "Fannie" Hill on November 10, 
1897. She was the daughter of Aaron and Miriam Jordan Hill of Lobelia. 
W. C. and Fannie were married by his father at Lobelia. They started 
housekeeping in a house owned by Christopher Hill. They then moved on 
to Droop Mountain. Returned to Lobelia and bought a piece of land 
from Chris Hill where he built a house. He sold the land. In March 
1907 the family moved twi^Elk Mountain^into the home with Hugh Sharp 
(uncle of L. D. Sharp). In October 1907, they returned to Bruffey's 
Creek and lived in the old house of his brother-in-law, Winnie Kennison. 
His wife, Fannie, died there on February 21, 1908 of pneumonia. Charlie 
Anderson, a school teacher at Bruffey's Creek, closed his school and 
preached the funeral on February 22, 1908. She was buried in the 
Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffey's Creek. Will's sister, Ninnie, kept 
house for him for awhile until he broke up housekeeping. 
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Dr. T. G. Cook attended Fannie during her illness. 

William stayed with Winnie Kennison on weekends and worked in 
the woods during the week. The children stayed with: 

(A) Miriam stayed with her Uncle L. D. and Aunt Laura Sharp. 

(B) Georgia made her home with Nathaniel Kennison near Hillsboro 

(C) Laura stayed at Winnie Kennisons, also at Nat Kennisons, at 
Chris Hills, and with Mr. and Mrs. Harry K. Wilson who lived 
at Winterburn on Williams River and then moved to Thomas. Mr. 
Wilson was a sawyer and noted as a good one. Laura was 11 years 
old when she went to live with Will and Sallie Irvin at Fair- 
view. She made her home with them until her marriage. 

(D) Samuel was taken by his Grandmother, Mrs. Edith Morgan Irvin 
at Edray until his father remarried. 

(E) Fannie was 6 weeks old when her mother died. Mrs. Mary Brock 
took her until Mrs. Brock died and then Fannie went to live 
with her father and step-mother. 

William C. was married the second time to Miriam Hill Morgan. She 
had married and divorced his brother, Edgar Morgan. She was the daughter 
of Isaac Hill and they lived on her father's farm on Bruffey's Creek 
near Lobelia. W. C. and Miriam were married in April 1916 in Cumberland, 
Maryland. W. C. continued to work in the woods some after his second 
marriage. He also did some farming at their place. He raised bees and 
many different kinds of birds — bantams, turkeys, guineas, and chickens. 
His son-in-law, Charles Hollandsworth, recalled how Will would put grain 
jnder a piece of glass and watch an old hen scratch away trying to get 
the grain. He had anA old mule that was used to ride newly weds on when 
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they were serenaded. The mule died the same day that W. C. 's grandson 
Melvin Dale Hollandsworth, was born on Nov. 16, 1925. W. C. nicknamed 
him "Jack", a name that he became known by. 

William C. and Miriam Morgan carried on many pioneer habits. 

They raised broom corn and made brooms. Both were expert weavers on 
the loom. She did carding and spinning of wool. He enjoyed hunting’ 
and was 78 when he killed his last deer with a shotgun as his eyesight 
was not keen enough to use a rifle. They both played the accordion and 
he also played the fiddle. 

After Miriam's death on March 26, 1952, he continued to live at 
the farm until he became too feeble to be alone. He would then stay 
a few months with each of his children. In early 1957 he was admitted 
to the Denmar Hospital where he died December 22, 1957. He was buried 
December 24 in the cemetery at Emmanuel Church on Bruffey's Creek. 

The families of his children will now be presented. 
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MIRIAM EDITH MORGAN 



Miriam Edith Morgan, the oldest child of W. C. and Fannie Hill 
Morgan, was born August 13, 1898. Following the death of her mother, 
Miriam stayed for a while with her uncle and aunt, L.D. and Laura 
Sharp at Slatyfork. While there she learned to play the organ. 

She married Jonah Roy Sparks (born October 5, 1889, died June 19, 
1972), son of Adam and Emma Griffith Sparks of Tazewell County, Virginia, 
later of Lobelia, W. Va. on Hill's Creek. Roy Sparks was a veteran of 
World War I. 

Miriam died July 4, 1916 following the birth of her only child, 
Miriam Edith, on July 3,. 1916. Miriam was buried at the Emmanuel 
Cemetery on Bruffey's Creek. 

The following is a part of a news item in the Pocahontas Times . 

"On the 18th of April (1917) the angels came and carried away 
from the home of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sparks near Lobelia, the soul of 
Miriam Edith Sparks, their little granddaughter, aged nine months. 

The child's mother, Mrs. Roy Sparks, having been called to her reward 
last July. The grandparents gladly took the care of the little babe. 

For a time they thought they would not be able to raise the child, 
but for some time it seemed to be doing well and was the pride of the 
home. But almost suddenly, its sickness being only two days, the 
Heavenly Father who doeth all things well, saw best to take the little . 
child to a better country where death and suffering will be no more. 

We know the father, Roy Sparks, cannot help but feel a sense of 
loneliness, his companion and only child having been taken from him 
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in the last year, but we are sure the attractions on the other shore 
will be helpful to lead to that blissful place where partings come no 
more. Funeral services were conducted at Emmanuel Church by Nap S. 
Morrison (also preached the mother's funeral) and J. B. Grimes, after 
which the body was laid to rest in the cemetery nearby to await the 
coming of him who said, "Suffer little children to come unto me." 
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GEORGIA VIRGINIA MORGAN 


Georgia Virginia Morgan, the second child of W. C. and Fannie 
Hill Morgan, was born September 2, 1900. ^ . 

Georgia recalled when the Morgan family lived on-Elk Mou ntain 
that her brother, Sam, punched the bees while they were playing. He 
was stung all over. The other children were stung too. A very old 
Indian and wife lived nearby the Sharp farm. The Indian took Georgia 
to stay all night at his house. She was afraid and faked illness the 
next morning so she could go home. 

After her father broke up housekeeping, Georgia lived in the 
home of Nathaniel "Uncle Nat" Kennison near Hillsboro. He was a 
Confederate veteran. At his death he gave Georgia a cow, parlor organ, 
and other things. 

( tit) Z- 

Georgia was married to James Winters Jordan)of Hillsboro on 

He was the son of James J. and Fannie Jordan. 

Georgia died in the Pocahontas Memorial Hospital March 12, 1974 
of a heart disorder. She was buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery near 


The six children of James Winters and Georgia are: 

(1) Frances H. born June 2, 1920. She was trained and practiced 
as a nurse. On July 30, 1945 she was married to George 
William Trader, born June 25, 1916. They live in Oak Harbor, 


(A) George Winters "Butch" born June 5, 1947. Married 

y tiolu* 3~S^7S . 

"*>*•*■ ” 
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Donnis W. 


born March 5, 1947. 


Their twin children born October 23, 1966 are 
David William and Beverly. 

(B) John William born October 5, 1953. 

James William born April 10, 1922. fie first married anj 
divorced Mattie Beverage of Marlinton. Their daughter 
is 

His second marriage was to Edna Beatrice _ 


She was born June 4, 1922. They live in Gulfport, Florida. 
They were married March 22, 1954. Their child is James 
Stuart born February 14, 1956. 

(3) Lucy Ellen born April 15, 1924. She was trained and 
practiced as a nurse. On June 5, 1947 she married William 
Levi Vandergrift who was born October 17, 1922. They live 
at Fairmont, W. Va. 

(4) Mildred born March 24, 1926. She married Imol^ Walton on 
May 15, 1946. He was born September 4, 1921. They live 
at Hillsboro. 

Their children: 

(A) Nancy born April 25, 1947 

(B) Charles Winters "Pee Wee" born December 14, 1949 

(C) Clarice born March 3, 1952 

(5) Nancy Virginia born October 16, 1928. On November 11, 1947 
she married George Warren Fowler who was born July 28, 1919. 
They live at Hillsboro. 

^ A tW - iW 
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Their children are: 

(A) Linda Lou born May 12, 1950 

(B) Georgia Diane born October 28, 1952. On Dec. 
24, 1968 she married Gordon Wayne Madison of 
Marlinton. 

(C) Nancy Carolyn born November 23, 1960 

(D) David Wayne born May 7, 1963 

(6) Harry Winters born March 20, 1931. Died at his home in 
Street, Maryland on August 5, 1961 of cancer. He married 
Agnes M. Brock, the daughter of Gilbert and Nancy Brock. 
Agnes was born August 18, 1928 and died January 31, 1968. 
Both are buried in the Oak Grove Cemetery near Hillsboro. 
Their child is Kathleen Ann who was born January 23, 1956. 
She lived with her Grandmother Brock at Street, Md. after 
the death of her parents. 
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Laura Rachel Morgan 


Laura Rachel Morgan, the third child of W. C. and Fannie Hill 
Morgan, was born February 14, 1903. The Pocahontas County Court House 
record is incorrect. 

On May 27, 1925 she was united in marriage with Andrew Warwick 
Taylor, the son of Henry L. and Early Tacy Taylor of Dunmore. He 
was born February 11, 1899. He was a woodsman and farmer near Dunmore. 

Their children: 

(1) Marvin Lee born March 31, 1926. He was married to 

Zula Grey Taylor (born August 9, 1931) on December 21, 
1949. He is a farmer and lives near Dunmore. Their 
children are: 

(A) Rachel Elizabeth born June 3, 1958 


(B) Naomi Virginia born January 4, 1961 

(C) Marvin "Marty" Wetzel born November 24, 1966 
(2) Eula Mae born December 23, 1929 was first married to 

Ralph Dempsey Ritz of Charleston on September 24, 1949. 
They were divorced and she married James Richard Curzon 
(born February 4, 1922) on October 3, 1970. She attended 
Capital City Commercial College in Charleston and has 
held several secretarial positions. They presently live 



he was married to Ann Holmes Hargitt of Durham, N. C. 


They were later divorced. He was graduated from Glenville 
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State College and George Peabody College for Teachers in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He was a teacher for 15 years. 

(4) William Orville born September 5, 1935. On June 12, 1954 
he was married to Margaret Lillian Barnhouse (born 1934) of 
Painesville, Ohio. He died June 1, 1973. She died July 21, 
1973. Both are buried in the Wesley Chapel Cemetery near 
Dunmore. Their children are: 

(A) William Orville II born January 10, 1955. Married 
Charlene Hogan on July 1973. Their child is 
William Orville III born October 20, 1974. They 
live at Arbovale, W.Va. 

(B) Mark Antony born January 23, 1956 

(C) Barbara Jo born January 31, 1958. On December 30, 
1974 she married Robert Wendell Wilfong (born 
August 5, 1956) . They live at Marlinton. 

(D) Christine Marie born December 18, 1959 

(E) Carl David born March 9, 1963 

(F) Roberta Lee born June 3, 1964 

(5) Samuel Ludy born November 11, 1937. At Monterey, Va. on 
December 5, 1959 he was married to Carol Janetta Galford 
(born October 1, 1938). He was graduated from Glenville 
State College and taught in the Pocahontas County Schools. 
Their children: 

(A) Teresa Sue born September 14, 1960 

(B) June Allison born June 10, 1962 

(C) Cheryl Lynn born August 1, L9^0~ 

' Itbj 



Randolph Morgan - 24 
Samuel Morgan - 18 
W. C. Morgan - 11 



(6) Andrew Warwick , Jr. born June 16, 1943. Lives with his 
parents near Dunmore. He has been a victim of cerebral 
palsy since birth. 

(7) Juanita Jean born June 6, 1947. On April 21, 1967 was 
married to Walter Reed Smith (born November 22, 1943). They 
were later divorced. She lives in Seaford, Delaware. Their 
child is Tammy Michele who was born December 31, 1967. 



Randolph Morgan - 25 
Samuel Morgan - 19 
W. C. Morgan - 12 



Samuel Aaron Morgan 

Samuel Aaron Morgan, the fourth child of W. C. and Fannie Morgan, 
was born at Lobelia on April 23, 1905. He was married to Luna Margaret 
Hill (born April 10, 1914), the daughter of George Forrest and Mary 
Hallie Morrison Hill of Hillsboro. Mary Hallie Morrison was born 
January 25, 1894. 

Samuel died in the Pocahontas Memorial Hospital on April 14, 1964, 
a victim of cancer. He was buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffey's 
Creek. He was an employee of the State Road Commission and a member 
of the Odd Fellows Lodge at Lobelia. 

Their seven children are: 

(1) Samuel Albert born May 30. 1934. On January 17, 1966 at 

Streeter, W. Va. he was married to Judith Ann Harvey (born 
November _, 1945, the daughter of Champ and Edna Harvey 

of Streeter. Their child is Andrew Albert born November 26, 
1968. They live at Hillsboro. 

(2) Alvadore Nevada born November 14, 1936. In Berlin, New 
Hampshire on June 13, 1959 he was married to Mary Violet 
Caovette (born November 3, 1937). They live at Hillsboro. 
Their children are: 

(A) David Aaron born June 27, 1965 

(B) Susan Dawn born December 4, 1968 

(3) William Austin born December 13, 1938. On July 25, 1962 at 


Alexandria, Virginia he was married to Barbara Lee Workman 



Randolph Morgan - 26 
Samuel Morgan - 20 / 

W. C. Morgan - 13 /)/ 


the daughter of George and Dale Workman of Hillsboro. 

They live at Woodbridge, Virginia where he is manager of a 
service station. Their children are: 

(A) William Aaron born January 30, 1968 

(B) Kenneth Edward born August 30, 1969 

■ 2 - 

(4) Arlie Hill born April 8, 1941. At Marlinton on June 9, 1 

he was married to Mary Magaline They live at 

If 7? 

Arbovale, W. Va. Their childfis Carol Ann born March 22, 1973. 

(5) Roger Page born at Green Bank on March 20, 1943. At Hillsboro 
on November 7, 1970 he married Wanda Lou Roberts, daughter 

of Durwood and Estie Roberts of Hillsboro. They live at 
Arbovale, W. Va. Their child Jody Lynn was born February 
27, 1973. t if?' 

(6) Janet Virginia born April 22, 1945. She lives in Washington, 

D. C. it 

(7) Randall Gary born June 6, 1947. He married Dorothy Arbogast, 

Mi /O 1'r-lf‘fj 

daughter of Ralph and Eleanor Arbogast of Marlinton. They 
live at Marlinton. Their child is Crystal Gail born January 

s, 1970. Ul 4 +^ l-i-ms 


Before his death, Samuel and Luna adopted their granddaughter, 
Maria Margaret born February 25, 1963. 





Randolph Morgan - 27 
Samuel Morgan - 21 
W. C. Morgan - 14 


Jemima Frances Morgan 


Jemima Frances "Fannie" Morgan, the youngest child of W. C. and 
Fannie Hill Morgan, was born January 12, 1908 at Bruffey's CreeK on 

the farm of Winnie Kennison. She was six weeks old when her mother died. 

ft?V) 

On June 10, 1.945 she was married to Charles Marvin Hollandsworth 
(born September 22, 1899), the son of Nathaniel and Ellen Hollands- 

r-f -m 

worth of Lobelia. 

Jemima Frances Hollandsworth died April 12, 1950, a victim of 
cancer. She was buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffey's Creek. 

The seven children of Charles and Fannie Hollandsworth are: 

JLuJ) 

(1) Melvin Dale "Jack" born November 16, 1925. He retired from 
the Air Force and lives at Marlinton. On January 16, 1947 
he married Rebecca Sue Hannah (born January 16, 1930), the 
daughter of Ira and Hazel Weatherholt Hannah of Marlinton. 

The children of Jack and Sue Hollandsworth are: 


(A) Melvin Dale, Jr. born August 26, 1948. On June a. 

A^tn*”** 

24, 1967 he married Rita Goodykotz. Their child is 
Deserrie who was born February 3, 1968 J -n Jf ?J 

(B) Charles Mich^al born June 12, 1954. In September 
1974 he married Evelyn Pritt. 

(C) Marzella Ann born September 11, 1956 

(D) Kellea Sue born February 24, 1968 

(2) Mary Ann born August 19, 1927. On January 8, 1945 she 

married Anthony Joseph Pantuliano who was born May 20, 1923. 
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Samuel Morgan - 22 


W. C. Morgan - 15 



They live in Wilmington, Delaware. Their children are: 

(A) Angelo Charles born October 10, 1945. He was 

married to Sara Ann Larry (born November 6, 1944) 
on April 20, 1968. They live in Wilmington, Delaware 
Their children: 


Nancy Margarette born December 31, 1970 
Anthony Larry born February 5, 1972 
Angelo Charles, Jr. born July 17, 1974 

'**“*'• y-u - f* 7 / 

(B) Frances born November 24, 1952. Was married April 
13, 1972 to Ronald Lee Gray (born July 6, 1947). 
They live in Wilmington. Their children are: 

Michele Lynn born August 3, 1972 
Ronald Lee, Jr. born January 16, 1975 

(C) Deborah Marie born October 28, 1955 


(D) Sarah Ann born November 12, 1959 

(C) David Anthony born October 8, 1965 

(3) Madeline Lucille "Peg” born April 10, 1930. On September 

H 

28, 1946 she married Hubert Heal Rose (born July 27, 1919). 

They live at Hillsboro. Their children are: 

(A) Sandra Faye born October 27, 1947. She married 
Andrew Curtis Pritt, son of Andrew Pritt, on January 
5, 1968. They live at Airville, Maryland. Their 
child. Heather Denise, was born December 2, 1969. 

(B) Donald Eugene born July 17, 1949. On February 1, 
19^jf he married Vicki Lynn Moore (born November 29, 
1948), the daughter of John Moore, Jr. of Buckeye. 
Their child, Stefanie Dawn, was born December 6, 1967 



Randolph Morgan - 29 
Samuel Morgan - 23 
W. C. Morgan - 16 



(4) William Nathaniel born March 7, 1932. On September 17, 1959 
he married Mrs. Doris Ann Jones Lemon (born October 29, 1930), 
the daughter of Theodore Easter and Mary Glick Jones of Wilm¬ 
ington, Delaware. Their children are: 

(A) Kathleen Ann born September 21, 1952. On May 25, 
1972 she married Christopher Cowan (born February 
2, 1949). 


(5) 


( 6 ) 


( 7 ) 


(B) William Charles born October 20, 1966. 

Samuel Barton born April 14, _. On November 2, 1962 

he married Betty Marie Dulaney, daughter of Luther and 
Lucille Dulaney of Marlinton. He is a carreer navy serviceman 
They were married at Warm Springs, Virginia and make their 
home at Buena Vista, Virginia. Their children are; 


(A) 

Betina born 

1965 


(B) 

Carmella born 

1969 


(C) 

Dawnita 



Joseph 

Kenneth born June 

5, 1940. On 

September 26, 1964 

he married Carol Letcher 

(born June 27 

, 1943), daughter of 


James and Margaret Hill Letcher of Wilmington, Delaware. 

Their children are; 

(A) Joseph Kenneth II born March 20, 19A;5 

(B) Bonnie Lynn born October 17, 1966 

(C) Lori born December 29, 1970 

Laura Virginia born July 21, 1943. Married and divorced 

Daniel Fowler of Hillsboro. Child, Veronica Dale born 
July 22, 1961 

Married and divorced Ted Ryser of St. Louis, Mo. Child, Donna 
born May 1964 and died March 1969 

Married Leo Click. Child, Leo William Click, Jr. born 
October 22, 1971. 
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Sarah Virginia Morgan 

Sarah Virginia Morgan, the third child of the Rev. Samuel and 
Edith Ramsey Morgan, was born near Ronceverte on February 15, 1878. 

She was nicknamed "Ninnie." 

She kept house for her brother, William, after his wife died in 1908 
for awhile. 

She was a school teacher for several years. 

During the 1930's, she was committed to the Weston State Hospital 
where she died in ^fehe-^mid l^fHs. i&A-t 


She is buried in the Emmanuel Cemetery on Bruffeys Creek. 
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Edgar Randolph Morgan 


Edgar Randolph Morgan, the fourth child of the Rev. Samuel and 
Edith Ramsey Morgan, was born near Ronceverte on April 18, 1882. 

He first married and divorced r Miriam Hill of Bruffey's Creek. 

She later married his brother, William. 

His second marriage was to Lula Mae Cox - «i who was 

•7 ' 

born in 1891. They were married July 1, 191^. 

Lula Mae was the widow of J. Wheeler Bobbitt. Issue of this marriage 
was Ivan Bobbitt of Richwood and Mrs. Irene Shaver of Camden-on-Gauley. 

Lula Mae died July 1966 in a hospital in Pasadena, Texas. She was 
buried in the McQueen Cemetery at Hookersville, W. Va. She was a 
member of the Beulah Baptist Church at Hookersville. 

Edgar R. Morgan died at his home at Hookersville on December 11, 
1932.° fee was buried in the McQueen Cemetery at Hookersville. 

Six children were born to the union of Edgar and Lula Mae Morgan. 


One child died as an infant. 


The others are: .err— r/ vh. 

o i, aw. . i*'?£>■ C ^r- 

(1) Morgan Morgan , Canvas, W. Va. s^ * 

B. H 4-rUbe4-«w 

(2) Mrs. Ann a Zimmerer , 2208 Fenwood St., Pasadena, Texas /&!*.»+ ;,w>mcre 

6. /V\d.r<£- t-f Ik C- I r , m d . 

(3) Mrs . Violet Holman , 539 Douglas Way, Tipp City, Ohio AUw-r'i- 

B. 3 J b f ^ Touc.* 

) Ross Morgan , Zanesville, Ohio 
/ 2 i Fju^ 1930 

) Eugene^Morgan , 1308 Cooper Mill Road, Zanesville, Ohio 

Alc.-v.'-ieiJ fV\o.*\enC. Tu vn^/ip A*o chii<Lr»^ _ 

---\ 

flnor«- Lee. Stales o+ ($-L. »r~et—r 

_ U *3 ? 

Jw^/^rr OJT r< ■ “ 

*- X 1 £** . H<o ¥ ^ } 
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-il'“M organ ill e«t at his Itame 

- Hookeravllle. in Nicholas County, 
" *!| li*32. He was born near! 
erte April 18, 1882, aped 50 
.rs, 7 months and 24 days. ne| 
' the son of Rev. and Mr£. Samuel 
Morgan. He was married to jdr», 
Wheeler Bobbitt, July lSlflJ^To 
>16 union six children workborn.-one; 
which preceded him hi death in 
fancy, a sister, Lena, preceded 
In death several years ago;- his 
paioer, Mrs. Edith Morgan Brvioe. 
»d a,sister, Mrs. L. V. Sharp, died 
about two months since. v ;' •; •>•*- 
iHe leaves to mourn their loss, bis 
rtife, hve children and onp"brother, 
gnil Morgan, and one s^er. - Nlonia 
■organ, and a host of frlendaaod 
•1 at Ives. . " -v * r 

p-About thirteen years ago he- united 
•1th Eaianuel M. E.-churchot Hrof-.; 
<*ya Creek and lived a devoted chrla-' 
Alan life. Funeral servloee was oon-' 
■o«t-d from the Beulah fcliurch at' 
Uk. : -U)r 



! Nhookersville (RNS) —! 

Mrs. Lula Mae Morgan, 75, of 
Pasadena. Texas, died Saturday 
ip a hospital there after a short 

.'.A former resident of Hookers- 
jrtlk-. she was a member of the 
Beulah Baptist Church. 
'^Survivors include four ions, 
(van Boblett of Ricbwood, Mor¬ 
gan Morgan of Canvas and 
fine c and Eugene Morgan, both 
Zanesville, Ohio; three 
daughters. Mxs. Irene Shaver of 
Camden on Gauley, Mrs. Anna 
Shnuncrer of Pasadena, Texas, 
and Mrs. Violet Holman of Tipp 
City, Ohio; 18 grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral will be held -at 10 
_.m Wednesday in the B«alah 
,Baptist Church with Re*. Joe 
Brown and Rev. C. R. Brooks in 
barge. Burial will be in the Mc- 
lueen Cemetery at Hookers- 
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Lena Florence Morgan 


Lena Florence Morgan the fifth and youngest child of the Rev. 
Samuel and Edith Ramsey Morgan, was born December 17, 1896. She 
died April 27, 1927. She is buried at the Fairyiew Cemetery near 
Edray, W. Va. in an unmarked grave. 






She first married Charles Wade Mitchell^who died January 1918 
and is buried beside her. 

The two children of this marriage are: 


V ( 

1 


(1) Ruby Pearl born March 10, 1915 and died March 15, 1930 of TB. 

(2) Edith born March 10, 1917. On December 12, 1935 at Covington, 
Va. she was married to James M. Workman (born June 6, 1912) 


of Hillsboro, W. Va. 

Their children: 

(A) James Madison born November 22, 1938. Was married on 
September 1, 1959 to Judy Loury (born November 4, 1940). 
Their children are James Madison II (born July 9, 1960) 
and Elizabeth Ann (born February 14, 1965). 

(B) Naomi Elizabeth born February 28, 1946. Graduated from 
Glenville State College and taught school in Berkley 
County, W. Va. On June 26, 1968 she was married to 
Denver Joseph Hollandsworth (born February 26, 1944) 

They live at Martinsburg, W. Va. Their two children are 
Hilda Lynn (born May 17, 1972) and Jill Marie (born 
September 17, 1974). 



Randolph Morgan - 33 
Samuel Morgan - 27 
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(C) Laurence Thomas born June 10, 1947. He was graduated 
from Glenville State College. He taught school in 
Maryland a few years and is now a teacher in the 
Pocahontas County High School.O^^-^^ 1 '/^ 

</,<<> 4. S y © "YUM 3../?7 

Lena Morgan Mitchell's second marriage was to Forrest Ellis 

McKenney, son of J. V. and Lena Moore McKenney of Marlinton. Ellis 
was born May 25, 1900 and died in Wheeling on March 5, 1968. He was 
buried in the Indian Draft Cemetery near Marlinton. To this union were 
born two children. 

(1) Clyde William born April 19, 1920. He was a carkeer officer 
with the Government Forces. He is now stationed in Japan. 

He married and divorced Dorothy Door. Their children were 
Thomas and Lena Mae. 

(2) Naomi Gladys born September 17, 1922. She married Patrick 
Anderson and they live in Warren, Ohio. Their three children 
are William, Patty, and Edward. 

Following the death of his wife, Lena, Forrest Ellis McKenny 
married Vicie Orr Wingler and they lived in Wheeling. She died January 
2, 1975 and is buried in the Indian Draft Cemetery near Marlinton. 
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listory and Stories 
of the 

SIARP fAMILT 
of 

Slaffyfork, W. Va. 

Principally by and of 
Luther David Sharp, Sr. 

6-8-1872 - 3-19-63 

Compiled from magnetic tapes, recollections, etc. 

This history booklet of the L. D. Sharp family was compiled by Dare Sharp 
from recollections and tapes he made of "LD" and from others in the family. 
Valuable assistance vas orovided by Si Sharp for his recollections of 
important stories; by Ramona Shipley for her transcribed tapes of her father, 
Ivan, and copies she made of old deeds etc.; by cousin Allie Gibson letting 
me tope her stories of the Sharps; and by Paul Sharp for his teoes he 
made of Dad's stories. vpftyER eepigS 


Cousins *>0 Iannah and Allie Gibson loaned old original pictures of the 
Sharps from which to make copies used in tbs booklet. 

wp fiotizfzr rvyuM-iN f’nmcv'-nR 
Credit goes to Edith Workman of lillsborq^or the copy of the 
Rev. Samuel Morgan history compiled by cousin lubert Taylor, 14 Stroud St., 
Wilmington, Del. 19805, from whi* our copies sre made. This is a complete 
history of the family of Laura Sharp, wife of L. D. Sharp. Thanks to cousin Edith! 

Thanoto cousin Hubert ! 

Stories and/or pages are numbered ink. Any °ne *ho has additional 

stories or pages please make fou^conies end number them in red so we can 
place them in the nroper location in the booklet. For instance, peer 26-A 
would after page 26. 

Also: any other rare family pictures and other pictures of rreat interest 
ere welcomed^ to make negatives to have copies made for the four booklets. 


A booklet was issued to each: 

Paul Sharp, 723 Avenue D. Port Neches, Texas, 77651 
Si Sharp, $latyfork, W. Va. 26291 

Mrs. Ramona Shipley, 43 Meadowcrest Drive, Parkersburg, W. Va. 26101 
Dave S>-arp, 4171 Paxton Woods Drive, Cindn nati, Ohio 45209 

Each of the above have Cassette tapes from Wich the transcriptions 
in the booklet were made. 

PLEASE '. If this copy becomes misplaced or lost, please retvr n it 
to one of the above persons or decendante. It is very important that it 
stays in the Sharp family 


2 - 8-81 





: frt' 

. ^ 1 
§ # s 

A*;#v 

iwml ^ - 3 V | 

rww^ * — 

• ^Ifi 

IS 

fell • J 

ft mm Jrm : 






Sharp's tombstone in the Sharp cemetery 
he Edray to Cloverlick ro^d, near Fairview 
intersection and near Arthur Friel's 


as the son of the pioneer William Sharp 
D-1833) and father of Wm. Sharp(III) 
5-1888) who is buried at the Slatyfork 
tery. 



Silas Sharp from Ti^ Type 
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f_Photograph of L. D. Sharp's Maple Sugar Gamp at Slatyfork 

Described by Ivan L. Sharp Nov. 27, 1973 
T 

"The pioture facus Buzzard Mountian. You can faintly see the line of 
the old road going t oward Marlinton. Ada may have been married or she 
and/or Si may have been taking care of or watching the store, in case 
some customer should come. I don’t quite recognise the horses. The 
one with the ^white) star in the forehead looks like ’’Old Bell”, grand¬ 
mother Sharp's (Sarah) mare. The other appears to be Mike, the straw¬ 
berry roan with ears sticking straight up. A lot of age difference 
in the two horses.” 

"Judging from the size of Violet the plain (clear) one in the picture 
(in white) , I appear to be standing (left to right): Ivan, Joe Snyder, 
Seramie fSnyder, Violet, Mother (Laura), Creola, Paul and 
Dad (L.D.) at the kettles. Hi**X&Ky<i*2U*a.d AhkKXM / Geramie Snyder was 
oldest and only daughter of Wirt Snyder. Wirt Snyder and Austin or 
Floyd Salford on the sled.” 

e .(If this picture oould have been snapped in Feb. 1916, they would be 
these ages: LD Mother lj.2, Violet 19, Ivan l6, Creola 12, Si 9, 
and Paul 6 See further note of Dave's at the end.)—Dave. 

Ivan further stated: "There looks to be a fuel shortage for the kettles, 
but we kept some dry wood In the shed and a pile of poles below the 
camp for the two pans, (evaporating pans were inside the shed.) 

One or two persons would stay in camp at night to keep fires going and 
pans filled to prevent burning of syrup. Sometimes would roast potatoes, 
apples and meat at night by the fire. ” 


Dave's further notes: Violet born 1897* married July 1918 at age 21. 

Willie H. Gibson of Will Gibson (at mouth of Slatyfork creek) was a 
photographer and took pictures up to perhaps 1920 or later. 

This picture was among Will Gibson's things after he died. The card was 
not mailed but was addressed to Mr. Earnest Gibson, Flkwater, W. Va. 
with this message "Hello. How are you by this time? I am well and 
hope to find you che same. Sugar Camp view;from Willie H. Gibson". 
Dorothy Fitzwater ?ave Dave the original picture. She inherited it from 
perhaps a sisfcer or other relative maybe married to young Willie. 

The Slatyfork Creek is between the camp and the hill, in pioture. 

Ivan further stated: "The sugar camp is below the old barn meadow. A big 
wood log type storage tank in foreground, Ij. big iron kettles for boiling 
sugar water down from $0 gal. to about 1 gal of syrup. Inside shed is 
two furnaces with evaporating pans, a bunk bed for night work. The two 
smoke stacks were from the old saw mill that ceased operation further 
up the creek years before. A sled was used to hail the sap to the oamp 
using two 50 gal wood barrels—sometim»s three. Picture appears to have 
&een taken when Wirt Snyder lived at the old Jackson house up the creek 
(almost to buok-hollow)" 

Note: The boy beside Mother appears to be thin like Si or Dave. 

If Dave, then the boy In trough must be Paul. Then pioture must have 
been taken about 1918 or 1919 before Violet married. Could the girl 
beside Violet be Creola??? A good puzzle l ... but an interesting 
pioture . 0 







mmmmh 









fJ/' d 


i m* 


pn - 

I 

r ; ‘ 

1 

- ■ * t 

it 

jp 4jj 


p5 " * on l 


L^J 



_ . 

*v -^Ji 





JMb >cf 











|v 












>Jt~t Ji/lAyd* 

































































./.vtriirt- 


I 1 


i 

1' 


* * 












\ : | PVI 





lAiii 

r|*Sl 

Al! 


pv/ 

|j ^ y 

p 


















®U^ 

JiU’ /jiui^J 

























1 t 




1 •*', I 

m 


i T 



.; 

is r 
* 1 


r 3 

X ^ 

f 1 

v 1 

f 1 

— 

s 1 

\- \\ ' V 


JT^> - X 

» 

f s 

1 30 « 

v 

< 1 

1 < 5 

!/ 1 












(wWa. 


•— 


s» 

•,• t , , ' ^Haggl 

■9*‘ * m x'J :•• nffiH 




^■11 1 #&£ 

ys 















D 

1 4k 

BL ^ 

S|i ,,> ■ 


1 *-, “* Ju 

1 ■ 

l 1 

I-. * 

I" ' 

'£ ! ^ 

r *1 • V 

f ? i , V ■ 













^ (S \h A*\o lA/fapP 






























1 ^ v H 







V wi 


■ »i 




H Ip 

■ 1*81 

1 » - 

r 1ft 

Lsfwk^*" 

K * 1 






he t'l-ert *r rT) t»^t oveutful 
,t!vT ' h 't '-retired ~u*llt’' of rood 
humor* id tru** frle*d ltr.eoi in the 
laughter uf Ms oMle -Moh llsfcta 
U'j his f%o* lUc* a , » , *renly 
mu' - lrjj'tl-'n, ^'res hltc neem Ter; 
" fg r *rrt Vfrr «*o»r to e«*eh -ne o: 
u*. it 1 ' loy» nd fe*d ’leaioriea 











m 












Chri -tpnn ic 
( In kltoh#n) 
'*ft to 


5not Ik* «^uirr*l 


.11 

^F 

» > • 

MHi mSii Mia ■ ■*■■■»«■** «■ ■ 


|fjj?'& ' w 

x, % 

*58BL*^4^. Jh 

- ■ '.'•: -:>. ;v ?$-XM \.\ - 

^■^..:-r- .?<* 


■ '''■&' ' V "* 


" \\ *V • V- •• i 

* '" r -m 

V. 




















■*» * 



£vf\N 























■kj*& 


iim 

M 

*STAm 

yjj 



f-TWT' ^ 


1*0 

4-a. 

1 Piet*- 





















^ & May It newer fad# away. 

M lAfl’V r fHoiM ;rn 

jt -' fa'Zrfc "^pfc£'-»'*'ZX AsCn^y\. 

K-J/fa-'is. ojyclC' 1 / Sl^&UiA; 

fe 

A'Ctutyfj -Ptt A cm c£ Pw -'&tl\c{ 

/yrH zfe* -^a//^Uie{ . 'jit ad/fct STK£ 

£ 'U^>zs U^ /c> cpfr~ Q P&Lcf slst^r^ _ 

{t-tj/p oAtc( syz^r^tr.Aci*^ . 

P A/u^f ypC w <*U wLu 

'^UCLi-tc/ - M/y/Pry ■ / /Wj8 ^v^CtA '/oiso-ti '‘rr^C'tsuAi 

ZjatTdc/cuA /I^Kcj/LP^^ ' yU ^~ y ^f^ l 1 CtSLf 
J* dn,'rtj r Jffo- (Iffc/Lcn *A*szlL PlC^ /^CkaA. % 


Z) Q.4,u4c£gu 4 cy/l*' / h?^ ~ /Ly f~ '*^ U ' / 

'£ Ctn,A/lj c jfa. (Iffc/Lsc/yi '7 X^l > 

Q .-ioAil/( . &Cc c{~4 Astvw/£t A<r- ~ y lf ar of 

(o ^SXf iA.colcC 


vnjj pLu^r Jfo£c( -£a&e a <^zrt( cPL*q 

<) PUPS’^Cisisnj Pi? PcrPcP “pvtC PAotpZp, -^o-PtL 

Pi A cusA (f -sCisaA. soc Q/hjj $ o/i oP-^vfe Ca^y 
^ '^-u/fZ' OA, ~^rM 'WV APt4sisi(^ 'jCto>U4o{ J 

^ Alfe* ^OC^I ’, w x4, -Al O ■ 

^S -^sts-soi- cxA. f uA- -& f 

A>Pu^f ff ^cvuccfc/ J*f4 Cl$oLA</tr CrtyyJVi 


LccALP? -Wvtft ca^ic( aAZc eA- 

<a6 ■ ^w. £%<?, /-4a/(/^yiflx>/ 


1 received th# present yeu sent me and Appreciated it, «r 

Vut I weald much rather you had not sent it. Ton oust - r 

excuse this hadly written and eoaposed letter. I 
■ust dost for this ti»e. Tour true m& lorina 
friend, Laura Morgan. 

-^d~CA/ He ~^&uScfao '^cT-A-ef j 

X ^ylC^yyyri cr, ^ -A>£f -pfz'lX' -| 

^Zo^zq. T pJpU> y£i- Per AfefP siycZu -£&-£ <&&*¥. v£?^ 


T ?4aJi yCL JisAfeftP ycZu -4^- & v£S*J 

^A/aPy^/il sisv-Ctf y{uoPFc( or /<.**£ j 

.if dttsvtc&u* 'yuraJUr CUutcf Gt/fr-' .%£* 'pT j 
CWh a snkzt ^W cHl ^ 

(f ^ut'uA r lrC^uj c/<w j 

a ■Ct'CkA, AJLn .j 

a/vi a/uJr^y /.1 -^XrUy^cl ejt -fcyyt^ j 

jJv cU/^ (Wc/yycr~ 

SVyVOttJl. /WAAefaAjP-j 

Pcr^&P-ferry’ 

u/ fa* ao> {#a. j 

! / /C^; <Pwy. Asc^tq ^ci sifee{ ) 

A/J: Ml AqJPtM fe-cj/iJ' r -££t^r j 

// l£(r &>t( € c^t (T^j? • 

j/ WlUK A- WHA AlAsyi^J / y4h a i j 

■Sjuijfc' -^~~ cyyv . <£ -^tsz / ^tyutrfe~CLiAy I 

La a. . .^ 
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Letter to Ivan by his mother* Laura 


D,aPl " n ' (pa S . T bZ 

I received your letter and card both last night. I should have gotten 
the letter of course I could do yp your olothes, but 

they might get mashed up getting to the railroad. You know they have to 
be oarried horseback to Cloverlick and some times the mail gets wet. 

It is raining tonight. I came over to the s tore and stayed over tonight. 
There is some snow on the north side. 

(page 2) I heard today that Cad Gilmore was arrested at Spruce for 
bootlegging whiskey. They were making it at Cheat Bridge and he was 
. it on the train and selling at Spruce. We heard they arrest¬ 
ed one other man and Gilmore was fined $500 or that»s what I heard. 

Coyner was not drunk but John (Slankor?) and rtesa (Higgins?) were drunk. 
Hattie (McClung) said she would not have minded(?) if if John or Alfred 


Hesa was the limit. Resa had on her fine dress and she sat 

(page 3) wfte^in the cabbage that she, had for supper. People talk 
awful about John and Resa. Bill (who? w and Sam (Higgins?) moved the 

wool out of the Curtis house today to I suppose they will .move.... 

Nannie (Higjins?) is as hot as a fox. She sent Sam over for a big box 
to put the things in and I was in a minute and she had three boxes in 
the floor. .She said over there this morning she wished those little 
darned (hordes or houses) were all burned up. I an afraid she is mean 
enough to Durn them if she had her things out of there. She has no 
where to go only -(-Pagel^)--if where they oame from. And she says 
she is not going there. Papa (LD) and I got an invitation to the 
inaugural*** ball at Charleston, but I donot expect we will go. ha. ha. 

The boys have their fishing tackle and fishing catalog. I am glad you 
got the M Times”. Papa was around the hill and cut a lot of grafts to 
graft some qp pies in the spring. Papa wrote out a notice to take to 
Uncle Hugh about not selling apples on Sunday. Unole hugh sells honey 
and apples to the Bohunks They could oome any day, they are so close by. 
’he following on different paper, but apparently to Ivan, maybe mailed ) 
at the same time --?? (bi <?,7 + tJ 

i March 3, 1921 Well I have come over to the new hohse. It rained and 
the oreek is full Sam Sc 3111 have gone to the oommissary( ?) The stores 

have come ( . ) and I suppose they will have lotsof. to,***. 

... there now... fauuwODelphie^Jias sent her draft by Ceoii'to 0 ass to 
have it oashed, and he has sent men"* 1 *** 44 ' paying for her board and 

.... she has . . Nannie went (slagging?) out to 

>the barn this morningwhere Sam was. I guess she thought Hattie might 


go out to see (page(_2) him, Hattie never looked at him. Papa said X ^ Q 

• Naanie would not ? eak to him this morning. 

The girls asked Papa about (stamp?) and he told them to go out to the 
! house to get them... (stamps?) I reckon Nan would not let them go over. 
She just aots like a mad bull all the time she is a (rairing?) about a 
lamb of hers. Papa said he was keeping her sheep for nothing and paying 
Sam and Bill for looking after her sheep as well as hisown. She is so 
mad about Luther* ma:^. moving down. (page(5) Mrs. Tracy is real poorl; 
- I heard they did not expect her to live, anytime. She is"“5good woman and 
(told)not to be afraid to die. Matilda Hoover is home now. Mrs. Hover 
^ has a very bad cold. I am sending Creola a couple waists. She waits Vi olei 
f to select her some clothes at Baltimore. Ada was a little better, but - 

real poorly when she wrote. Her . cost nearly each. (pagelj. )0y 

Well I have written all I know to write I will not get to write so 
often when the spring work comes on. Papa wants me to go to attend the 
store so he can sew grass seed over here. There is not many cutting tim¬ 
ber now but the Bohunks. Well I will have to close for this time, 
with love. Mama. v . . „ „ ^ . 

i *** >u t V 

• . J f^l 


u Ui ucro • 1 ol^cx oaiu uo ftcxo no*- a hod 1 auu 

and Bill for looking after her sheep as well as hisown. She is so 
about Luther* ma.';';. moving down. (page Q) Mrs. Tracy is real poorl; 
eard they did not expect her to live.anytime. She is"“5good woman and 
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Man Celebrates 
88th Anniversary 


ii- problems 




'<•’ Sl-VfY FORK i RNS) - “Just 
kiop oil — keeping on'' is to wbnt 


our! I atl.ul/iile my 88 years," soul 
as I Luther David Shatp on his KBit 
rgiiii.V birthday anniversary Friday, 
s 1*0-1 "Yes sir. activ.lv is the thing that 
vital keeps Us young. We would die in a 
'short time if it were not for 
ork," Sharp stated. 

Sharp was born Ju.ie to. 13'..!, 
■in the mu of Silas and Sera llai.nah 
t o Sharp of Slaty Fork. He was edu- 
Ue Vatcd ui the schools of Pacahou- 
of las County. As a child. Sharp said 
int'inhcrhe could rerneinher that they al- 

•. ai. l more! ways had three changes in the 

I pave con 1 ineim. for breakfast, they had 
e mad im meal and iircad: (»r dinner, 
hen, ivc hrc.ul and meat: nr.d for supper 
ini' ovenietd they had Iwtli of litem with lots of 
ant. Se.eh a dried apples lor sauce and pics. 

I.il and es} “The world has certainly hloom- 
ogre.vs as a oil out in flower since I was a 
ay that my hoy." Sharp said. "I can remcm- 
utde sigmfi-jher when there was no buggy or 
important mi.automobile. When a family! 

| bought the first lamp and around, 


LUTHER DAVID SHARP 

i hougnt tne itrsi lamp ana arounu. „ „._ . .__ i 

M i* while' here, a daughter in the familyj Tc! ; as ' Sl,a ? , S , ?}“!?,• JfJ'SfSS.* 
v.i'l Vir- slipped it out and brmiglit it to and M's- Violet Markkind of Iluh- 
, ihe our house and asked us to hide ib v > A(tC1 ' ll * dea ' h " f . hl, l 

•IV ell .lion , 1 because she was afraid it would wlfo - .Mr v . e / a , Jcars 

, .mi meiv-ihiow up and kill their whole fam-! * *«*, "Jfried the former Mess| 
a Washing ily. All Ihe cooking had to be done M *ibcl Hansford of Marl in ton. | 
received over an open fire plac\” 
inn from the I "My father was a farmer who 
,vrs Confer-' liked to hunt and fish. 1 have al- 
•i,.Vl Highway!ways liked to lmnt and fish, and 
•ress This! have gotten a deer each year of 
at! , 48 state my life up until two years ago." 
o two lhou-|Sharp reminised, "guess I am] 
ii/,,lions, cit- getting loo old." 
mmission for When Sharp was 15 years old 
Vn Knlai ged he went into the store business at 
ay Planning! Slaty Fork on the old railroad. 

I After the building of the new 
new bridge.! road, he built his present store in 
c Hoad Com- 1917. For 70 years he has been in 
a! fur resur-j the gcnernl store business. At the] 
nli-. of pri-' present time his oldest son. Lulh- 
Pocahontas|er David Sharp Jr., of Cincinnati.jM 
ei: improve-1 Ohio, owns the store and Mrs. “j, 

4J miles of] Henry Gibson manages it for him.| c <v 
d repairs to' Shai-p married the former Miss] $ 

I Laura Jane Morgan and they|pac 
ini odueed] were the parents of five living \ at I 
i.u!ivc secre- children, L. D. Sharp Jr. Ivan of disc 
■ aiation offi-'Nilro; Paul of Port Nctches. the . 


i wsmm ix 


"Ctotsy. Irx calling fort 


tuo rIk,vc say “Advertised” giv- 
mg duto of list. * 


A. S. OvKRnOLT, P f M. 


Farn For Sale. 

Abont 385 acres, fine grazing, 
fanning and fruit land. .Some 
timber and an excellent orchard of 
unproved trees. This land is so 
situated that there lias never been 
a fruit failure. Good house, twrfl 
barns, well watered, in good com¬ 
munity. About five miles from 
depot, most of the distance being! 
Macadam road. Addhess, Times 
Office, Mariinton, W, V a . 


Notice to^Confedera 

, The meeting of MOTetT 
|Camp of Confederate Vetei 
[■called to meet at the Times 
in Mariinton on Saturday, A 
for the purpose 6f electing o 
appointing delegates to the 
ion at Mobile, and transactin 
other business ifcat may com 
fore the Camp. A good, i 
■ dance is desired. 

I Levi Waugh, Commant 
E. D. Kino, Adjutant. 


.Contractors Wanted 


. ^ALE:—A small grisl 

mill known os Griffin mill on Big! 
Spring of Elk, Good water power 
all the year round. About 1 1-2 
acres of land, with small dwelling. 

V apply to 

C. Cialford- bki.v Fork. W Va. 


We will let to contract the 
iting ot twenty thousand cor 
'oulp wood this season. As 
ontract as yon can handlo c 
icured. Apply at once to 

Willums&Pai 
it National Bank Building 
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If yelk 

f {3 Mrs. Carrie H. Dilley, of Dii- 
i Ic.vs Mill, who has been visiting 
I tier daughter. Mrs. Birdie O. 
rj Dilley, the past two months, has 
a; returned home. 

s M r. and M rs. Charles McGuire’s 

littls boy continues to improve. 

' Clmrles Galford has gone to 
« Marlinton where he has opened a 
i' jewelry repair shop 
* The directors of the Marlinton 
\ and Elk Mutual Telephone Com- 
► pany met Saturday. The officers 
e are L. I). Sharp, president; S. Me 
1 Gilley, vice-president and general 
s manager; J. D. Gibson, secretary 
and treasurer. The most impor- 
1 taut bu.-iness transacted was the 
cutting out of free phones after 
n January 1; the extending of the 
s short line wire down Elk wherever 
>• the extension of the company’s 
I- business justifies it; the coopera- 
o tion of the different mutual com- 
y panics entering the Marlinton 
i- switchboard will be asked in order 
'f to install two phones, one in the 
y C. & O. station and the other in 
>'* the freight office. 

:e The W. Va. Pulp & Paper Co. 
10 have scheduled a daily passenger, 
v (Sundays excepted) from Cass to 
fm the commissary near Slaty Fork. 
:o beginning January 1. The train 
will leave Cass in early morning, 
returnig in time to connect at 
noon with the up C. & O. train. 
This will be the main line to Web¬ 
ster Springs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Gibson were 
Marlinton visitors, Friday. 

>i] ,1ame.-. Gibson got tired of skin¬ 

ny ning his shins handling backlogs 
Q> and foresticks and has now in- 
^ stalled steam heat in his house. 
i.V Mr. and Mrs. Andy Loan are 
-- spending the holidays at Mill- 
id boro, Virginia. 

: *l Hina Moss and Earl Gibson are 
c- visiting at Howurdsville, Va. 

*?'■ Joe Buzzard was on Elk this 
, week contracting for lambs for 
6,1 uext fall. 


Married, at the residence of the 
jfficiating minister, Rev. C. H. 
\nderson, December 25, 1913, 

in Clarence Ulakeslee and Miss 
r t*> (Henna Sharp. The bride is the 
'■>- eldest daughter 


L>'FROM FLORfDA 

i We hive taken our east coast tour, • p ®" d,DK tb ®' r mon ®> * ‘O'* tnd fin, 
; and on arrival hack to our borne In bulld, "K s l IU. no place for a po.. 
, Orlando, win give you apart of our DB8D , “ U 5J* pe “ ,D * pr « Uy w ‘* 1 
< experience The first day we went J* p " ,th Cl 'lcago for crime W, 
through Cocoa City, Indian River ' ound tourists who were afralc 
City and several small towns and 10 «l»nil on accoant of so rnucl 
, reached Melbourn City at about the [°«>lng andIso many wurdere In tlx 
i right lime to pitch our tent We L, y * 8r ' rb8t wa ® ot,u r « a8u «> »b] 
were directed to the tourist camp bl,8rp “• mped ouU,d ® Miami. 
t and found It to tie the baet camp we We » 00 * anotiier shoot out fron 
r nave seen on the east coast. And as Miami and went down ilia east coesi 
j ray son and 1 are fond of fishing we “ . , “,® ro4d ‘ 8 out - Tin 
f enquired where we could go fishing uret city of any site below Miami wai 

• that night and were told that the i;, 0ID 1 j 8te o, ...t? 1 ’ 1 ' 0,1 b ® 10 * 

r best place to fish In all the country * , da City along way down unit 

I was oil the Indian River bridge The *•. , nd no mor ® road There lit 

bridge Is two miles long. We got vas » rlc h country and there are thou 
f llashiiglits, hooka and lines and pull- 8ands .°* acres °f tomatoes, and at 
, ed out for the tish market to get 'b* old aaylng Is 1 never saw tuna- 
i shrimp for halt and found that they t0 ® 8 before.” I did not see anybody 
i did not have any, so we went to the °. u * n ®if ro ® 8 living between these 
, grocery and bought some meat rind. J""® 8, ? nd tb ® , ' 0 ‘ frOe8 bad many 
I When we got to the bridge and were b0 *® 8 of touDa ' oe8 a,on >f tbe road ic 
i tilling tlie fishermen about our bad *®‘ to tourists. We bought the tin- 

• lock In not being able to get shrimp. ® 8t ' on)ato ® 8 * ® v ®f »*w for two cents 
, They said "you did not need anv bait, P* r pound; that was all they asked 

we are all fishing with a small’piece (or ^ai There are many tomato 
of white rag ” I thought they were P ac8dn K bouses sod the packers no 
kidding me, but soon saw that tl.ey doub * * r ® buying tomatoes from the 
were actually catching them thick n **f roe ® *°r 8 8on K * nd they are ship. 
, and fast with the wlilte rag and hook pln * tb0,n “ p north ,‘ nd making . 

One man had a small piece of oti fortune on them. 

. cloth on bis hook and they used It * lorlda is not considered much foi 
just as we use an arlltlclal By In West corn ' but ‘ never saw better corn 
, Virginia. We had heavy sinkers on (f' ow »«y place than in one section 
Dur Hues and continued to fish with d ° wn nei V tba . l UIa P‘ n k off place. 
, ine meu rin-.i until my son caught a ‘be corn looked to be much higher 
trout, and took one of its gills and •■ban a man’s head--probably ten or 
in a short time we caught all we Cwe,v ® r ® et high—and such a dark 
, could eat for breakfast. I never saw * re ® n color that the land must be 
so many tish caught In so shorts V0 I,! r,ch ‘. 

, time in all my life Some had fifty ” ® w®nt out to a Seminole Indian 
or more nice trout, and there must ' d " a K®- There were about • fifty In- 
have been iioo people iisblng and all d,an * 'here. Some of them work In 
were catching fish. One man told tbe pauk,n R bouse. We parked our 
i me that he had caught 700 trout the car by t,b ® roadside tnd walked out 
night before on a hook that was run tb ® “ dU “ calD P® a »ong the Jun- 
through a piece of his white haodker- * ® 8 * and wb ® n * aaw the Indians sir 
chief. Ask Dick Smith It be can '‘nil 0*'on the grouud In squads and 
beat that man’s fish story. looking so strange at us, It very nei 

The next day we pulled straight if 0 , 1 ! 1 'f* ed 10 get them . 

ahead for l'alm beach aud we reach* * a, k, bu'tbey woold eoly *»y yes and 
ed the ocean In time to go out on tbe 00 They were cooking out on the 
great long p er and cstch a mess of • fround and w ® ®°ukl tell the meat 
fish for breakfast. Then we drove '••re cooking was more than 

i around among the beautiful palm j, *~ auy {?[ ay ** “‘0 n »' stay for 
trees and Bowers and! looked at all dl “ n ® r j The children about all years 
beautiful scenery on Palm 'B»»cb. f nd u» d ® r bad no clothes on. Tbe 
Then we drove over to West Palm * ndl ins ware all bargfooted but ths 
Heach to the tourist’s camp, and In* old ® r P|*®® bad on olothesof many ool- 


tine cocoanut and palu 


I found it located where there were but 


trees w e r® ry,4r « ,8warmu * fc «*P a8a ® d 


if they were going 


few shade trees, and the tourists a ®' tl * on a pine ■ free, but they 


were not very /Well pleased with the 
camp, but we made U all right. 

Tne next day we drove down to 
Hollywood and pitched our tent to 


ilowly moved on. isuppose the In 


; day we drove down to K* k>ok8 , bad ^' .dur govern,nant 
and pitched our tent to “ ot ® d “e a '« «*® Semhmlca. I 
Sunder This city has a,n ^ w lb .f are >tti*g gfeweijfi^ 
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KitM-A* 


A-lb 

Jr Wai>3 S»^’^I ii, ’k 

aii 

. : *$:'* f^V*tb*«ate$ 


0 


mat short time. TnfT a-e now ma * , J w '" 0 WB W8r « oriving after nlgi,- 
Kin* artificial lakes They think ™ 8k8 U P time. at, about te > 
the northern people like lakes, -,o ?’ u,ocl1 89 we were driving through * j * 
they are s-jenrititg many thousands of J u,i R ,e section we saw three alligators r 
dollars making them. The main cro8s the road In froot of us About 1 
street must be over 10c feet wide and * n hour later while we were a long 
the city runs out to the ocean front. w »>' from any towo, three men were 
In a few years Hollywood will be one st, * n< l‘ng by the road; one of them ' 
>r the big cities on the map stepped out In the road and waved us ] 8 

As It Is only eighteen miles to tn st °P * n< t kept on waving- wtM'- 
Ml»tul. wudecldid to run down to cou ' d see him from the light of the R* 
In Wli.lam Jennings Bryan's Sun- C8r Not a word wu spoken In our *• 
di) school class. We were told that C8r > but ®y *0" had presence of mind I 
lie leaches the largest men's >>1... in *nd threw on all the i,> 


ne teaches the largest men’s class In a,,d M, re» on all the gas he could 
the 1'nited States—6000 men. He We were going at about 25 miles an J l 
teaches rds c ass out in the Miami hour - 8nd w « must have passed by c ’ 
Park. Hut owing to being held back them at 35 miles or more par hour. d 
oy the traillc we did not get to the We doa,t know whit their business ' 
ptrk until he had closed, we thought WM > they had no b*oken down car * 
«e would goto the tirst church we tl,8r8 . and aatthere hal been so many 1 
•ould Und for preaching, which wai a P eo P |e held up and robbod around 
Presbyterian church. After preach- I believe they were robbers, 

ing I was told that Mr Bryan a id but t,l8 y bad no W »T to stop us unless < 
Ids wife were in the congregation, so ®bey killed the driver, and we went 
I h'inlel him up and had a shirt 80 ^bat It wauld have taken a I 


, , ■■■- ciillg rogation, SO - - «•« <•• ogii, 

I h'intel him up and had a shirt 80 f* 8 ® that It wtuld have taken a 
talk with him on prohibition, a id, J 08 ** James to hate gotten him. 
i while we differ In politics, we are We dr0V8 on our tour down and 
together on prohibition. Mrs Br\ an back ®° Orlando aoout eight hundred 
li..s to he wheeled about In a oh'iir. mlle8 We found iverythlng all right 
Slie Is nriahle to raise her hands >fr *n cur bungalow, md we are r«nnn» 


able to raise her hands Mr ln our bungalow, and we are renting 

I ........ ...d she was not paralyzed hut our Property ann getting ready to , 

I. was worse than being paralyzed as to 8 <* r t back to (Pest Virginia In a 
sie suffered such great pain. She f0 w days. We are getting anxious 
Ins been helpless for six years. T.,ey to see our old frlsuds Jamas White 1 
.ive in a tine mansion In Miami but wrote « s he would stop to see us 
I if course Mrs. Bryan cannot enjoy it, bis way home but I suppose he I 
.o tlm poorest person with go id Erections and could not And us. \ 
health has the greatest blessing. Let ho(m 1,8 reached home safely. 


........ ....a maiiMon III sm mi out wuul " stop CO see us on ' 

if course Mrs. Bryan cannot enjoy It, bis way home but I suppose he lost 
.n llm poorest person with go id Erections »nd could not And us. We I 
health has the greatest blessing. Let hop * 1,8 reached home safely. J 

os be thankful for our health while We 8 *P«ct to stop off with our 
*» have it daughter at Richmond for one day 

Sunday afternoon we drove a die- and will run ovei to Baltimore-and “ 
tance ..f probably five miles across make 8 »hort call at Washington 
bridge to the Miami Beach. We Probably one day. then we will pro- V. 
could hardly get there and we could ceed homeward. The tourists are i 
hardly ge' hack There were many Kolng north very fast—so much so • 
thousands of cars going over and com- that you can’t get a Pullman without 
lug hack and we would hardly get engaging It a few weeks ahead. 

started until the city cop would stop L. D. Sharp 

the long double line of cars. We . -- 

must, have been one hour going that \ 0 H €ES& 

Hve miles to the beach. It looked to * ^ / Ik. 

an like there were 100.000 people on \ J^fTT* 

the beach and there were thousands ( 
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• 3 &.g cr.« I 


IsIt's I"2?f • 
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to be predominant in WAKM SPRINGS, ^ A. 
three fourths of the n u jte a number of our town 
ary to ratify a nation- p^pj,, ^tended the Sunday school 
itutioual amendment, convention which was held at 
as yet without foot- last Tuesday and Wod- 

onsiderable extent in nejJ da.v. They report a large 
Pennsylvania, New crow( j anf j an enjoyable time. 

Mr., W. r K«, o. AH* 
,, ii , u ton visited her parents, Mr. ant 

w r x r • L 'u LiKuc ' “ ,o 1 - 

s resorved to every of we ® k ‘ , .. . 

s has seen the jus- Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Uum and 
.g against it being little son John E„ spent last Sun- 
i under tne guise of day with Mrs.. Gum’s parents, 
nmorce. As the Mr. and Mrs. K. D. Kimel. 

Supreme court well W. J. Pritchard of Frost, spent 
ii>s (1HS U. S. 321, a week with his family here and 
47 L. Ed. 492): returned to Frost last Wednesday. 
iermit the declared Miss Willie Vines spent lust 
ates, which sought Wednesday night with her friend 
people against the Miss Annie Lupton Campbell. 

lottery business, g aDQ Mann of Augusta county, 
n or disregarded WM the uest of frieu d 8 boro last 
f interstate com- week 

rohihit7on h oMhe Mrs. D - B - Agnor and grand- 
? linuors It son William Snider returnod from 
inSn n o?Con *>v®ral days vis.t to Mrs. Agner’s 
"oontroi'<»f inte”- Mrs. Allison, who lives 

impair the |m>- in G°vinifU>n. 
states hut on the Howard Camphor, returned Nil¬ 
as an aid to the urday from Dayton where he at- 
their hwrne rule tended^chool the past winter. 


ROYAL’ 

BAKING POWDER 

Absolutely Pure 
The only Baking Powder made 
from Royal G rape Cream ofTartar 

_NO ALUM, NO LIME PHOSPHATE 


their hwrne rul 


l» LATy fokk ^ 

arch deacon V * r J dr * now and raio much 
ionary of thS needed. 

, claims witn T. Morgan h.is gotten a u 

0 have reached automobile. 
lcKinley, 20,- L. D. Sharp and Miss Mariam 
n height, on Morgan were in Marliiuon Friday 
offered praise night. 

id the U. S. M i 8a Gladys Baughman is visit- 
cross. Liter- j n jj. b er grandfather, Shell Hannah 

, Sam Moore passed through this 

ere aud wor- part , ust weok 

„ Misw V iolet Sh arp has returned 

JL^' borne from Marlinton where she 
’ had been attending High School, j 

m man did Miss Elizabeth Hoads, of Ohio, 
who taught in the Marlinton High 
. School the past winter, is spend- 
y day and j nsr a f ew jays at L. D. Sharp’s, 

. liev. Mr. Coffman preached to 
11 the louely a | art re congregation last Sunday 
, afternoon. 

c in ey 8 ^he railroad is being pushed on 
down the river. They are run- 
' ning trains both day and night. 

Shearing sheep is the order of 
le the urn- the day here. 

Min™d Ll.fl Mias Ada Sharp is expected 
>unced the boa fiWe first"oTTune from Bos- 
11 ton, Mass., where she has been 
I says ^ attending Conservatory. 

LOBELIA 

bovo the 

Weather One; hot days, cool 
>ld close nights and is — 


Notice, Contractors 

IN THE MATTER OF BIDS IN 

CONSTRUCTION OK 258 RODS 

OK ROAD IN THE HUNT¬ 
ERSVILLE DISTRICT 

Rids will be received by the County 
Court until noon, June 23rd, 1014, for , 
construction of rods <>f road in , 
Huntersville district, near .1. II. Buz¬ 
zard's being a relocation of the 11111- 
road in tbe direction of Rrown’s Creek ; 
located by J. 11. Kroner, said ruad to 1 
be 14 feet wide, and to be built ac¬ 
cording to specifications in lands of 
jlevener Dll.ey, Road Superintend¬ 
ent and approved by him. one-half in 
iengtli of said road to be built in the 1 
present year, and completed by Dec. 
1st, 1914, the remaining half in the , 
following year, 1915. Tills arrange- , 
inenfc to permit of the financing of 
lids road without unduly burdening 
the read fund of the Huntersville 
district. ~~ ■—% 

^C. J uMygAKT Y, Cierih > 

Commissioner’s Notice 

Pursuant to a decree entered by the 
Circuit Court of Pocahontas County, 
West Virginia at the April term of 
said Court in the Chancery cause of 
Charles Kriel vs Ira Shlnneberry. 
NBTO’eJs hereby given to all parties 
in interest that as required by the 
said decree, 1 will proceed at my office 
in the town of Marlinton, West Vlr- 
; inia on Tuesday the 14th day of July 
*'J14 to take state and report to the 
Court the following matters of ac¬ 
count, to-wlt: 

First. A complete statement show¬ 
ing the Hens aud their priorities 
against the lands of the defendant. 

Second. What lands the defendant 
owns in this Jurisdiction and a des¬ 
cription of the same. 

Third. Wlietliertlic said real estate 
will In five years rent for a sum suf¬ 
ficient to pay off and discharge the 
liens thereon. 

Fourth. Any other matter deemed 
pertinent by the commissioner or re-1 
by wi.y party in inlereok, j 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


row COUNTY OOUBT CLCKK 
To the Voters of Pocahontas cou 
1 hereby announce myself a ei 
date for the office of County Cleri 
Pocahontas county and promts* 
elected to serve the people of 
county to the best of my skill 
judgment. As you know I have i 
many years experience in this w 
and 1 would be glad to take it 
again. Respectfully,——. 

(S. L. Brown 


To the voters of Pocahontas Couut 

I hereby announce myself a canc 
date for the nomination for the ofllt 
of Ciroult Clerk of Pocahontas Corn 
ty, subject to the action of the Den 
ocratic party In nominating cand 
dates. 

As I am engaged In school worl 
mow and will be for sometime, it wll 
not he possible for me to see all tht 
voters of the county, so I shall ask 
you through the columns of this pf 
for your support and lnfiuence. 

C. Fouukst Hull. 

I hereby announce myself a candi¬ 
date for the office of Circuit Clerk of 
Pocal iontas County, subject to the ac¬ 
tion of the Democratic Party. 

Geo. D. Oliver. 


We are authorized to announce M. 
Lacy Johnston as a candidate for the 
office of Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
subject to tiie action of the Demo¬ 
cratic party. 


p. II Snaae?) 

Cn m 1 n i »sii7fWT" irrCI laffco ry. 


NOTICE TO LIEN HOLDERS 
To all persons holding Hens by 
judgment or otherwise on the real 
estate or any part thereof of Ira 
Shinueberry. 

In pursuance of a d*o«“* '* 

I Oim.ii* < 


We are authorized to announce J. 
S. McNeel as a candidate fur Com¬ 
missioner of the County Court, sub- 
jeu’V , the action of the Democratic 

; _ 1 

' lf</ t IpUNTY sot/vr ®«Nl»*NT 

tW.. e "Voters of P£e*l>untaa County: 

1 hereby.announce myself a candi¬ 
date for re-election to the office of 
Superintendent of Scliools of Poca¬ 
hontas County, subject to the action 
of the Democratic Party’s way of 
nominating. 1 proini*- -* 








and others, 
iliortty vested In the 
roissloner of the 
’ocahnntas County. 
Its decretal order 
j 20th day of Octo- 
love styled cause 1 
my office In the 
>n, West Virginia 
f December, 1921, 
report to Court the 
of account, to-wit: 
srsonal property be- 
ilcornb at the date 

real estate belong- 
nh at the date of 
value thereof. 


lounls thereof, and 

debts are properly 
t the estate of Wm. 
amounts of each, 
Ir respective priori- 

and place any party 
;tend. 

J. F,. Buckley, 
Commissioner. 


Inferred from the evidence In this! 
case that you brothers had been en 
gaged in making moonshine liquor 
and that on the night preceding the 
murder of George Huffman you had 
a part of your whiskey stolen and we 
may gather from the evidence that 
you accused George Huffman and 
another of having taken your whis¬ 
key. In this you may be correct, 
yet even this being true It gave you 
no license to commit murder. The 
penalty In this case Is severe, yet iff 
Is only commensurate with the crime 
that has been committed. I doubt 
not that the criminal annals of this 
county does not show a more deliber¬ 
ate killing as has been narrated by 
the witness'* In this e$r^ 

“This osftalftlf 8 , h0D ’ t ,, 

. Ollie r s ^ho mayhe en KSged^n tl.. 

*n?!rPThe day of settlement will tlnal 


— - »»-— ->ti *. ™irv- r it 

i, In the Chicago Dally News. 




11108.59. 

State vs l’ete Snyder, forfeiture on 
jail bond. 

Hank of Marllnton vs R. R. Snede- 
far and others, judgment $1898 81. 

State vs I,ee Vint, not guilty. 

State vs John Milam, guilty, se 
enoe two years In pen. 

Pistol license granted Paris J 
reager and Park McNeil. 

State vs Hoy Ilouchln, verdict 
uilty of murder in necond decree. 

,ra Vand «vender, confess- 
d. » K»0 him six months In Jail. 

State vs M itus Hobcontc 
wo years in pen. 


ly come, and should be enough to 
turn all those similarly engaged, to 
the paths of lawful pursuits.’ ”■— 
West Vir ginia News. 

THORNY CREEK 
Quite an excitement was created 
In this section last Friday when an 
Insane man was taken into custody 
by John Perry, W. F. Harmon and 
Summers noover. He gave his name 
^otjurLCarnefix and said he 

Tnpsfflr 


Ifullty, 


State vs E. D. Burner, *50 and six 
jontiis in jail, charge carrying a 

rltof error PCndin>; ap * )llcat,on f »r 
State vs .1. W Shi 111 jt, guilty, $100 
"•sixty days In Jail. ' 

State vsC. P. Hamrick, No. 1 & 2 
lashed. 

Slate vs C. P. Hamrick, not guilty 


t you 
rements 


obs- 


W. Good sell's over Sunday. 
m Wldney, superintendent of 
the locahontss Tanning Company, 
^making some changes lo the tan- 

'f/ 

Grass is 'growing flneand It look's 
like summer was not far off. 

We are expecting Professor J. H. 
Hall, one of Uie world’s best music 
teachers, to teach singing school for 
us this summer. Everyone near 
should take advantage of this great 
opportunity to study music. 

L. D. Sharp has been working hard 
getting up petitions to re-establlsn a 
malUoute from Slatyrork to Edray. 
Many years ago the people of Elk 


^^SLATY FOR IT*y 
Charley rraddock; Engineer on the 
G. C. ft R. Ky., was painfully injured 
by being lilt across the stomach by a 
log while working on a wreck. Jle 
was taken to the hospital at Ronce- 
verte, where he Isgetting along nicely 
Russell Dllley has sold his Ford 
iar and purchased a new MaxwgjJL 
Mi as Creola Sharp , who Is attend¬ 
ing hlgTi sShool'Sc Marllnton, spent 
Thanksgiving with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. L. D. Sharp. 

Our school Is progressing nicely 
with Glen Barlow as teacher. 

lZ*later.. Lee Burner and. 
In P a7tnS^. M * ° U,,d,n,r * 

Mrs. 

verte with her husband, Charlie 
Craddock, who is In the hospital. 

Earl and Irene Bryant, who are at¬ 
tending high school at Marllnton, 
spent Thanksgiving with their par¬ 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bryant. 

Senator Heflin (Dera., Ala ) made 
this prophetic declaration In ,a tell¬ 
ing speech against the whitewash¬ 
ing of Senator Newberry: 

‘'The way Senators voted on a 
question like this resulted in the re- 
- '_sotneof them as the Sen- 


Trea;y of Vernalle* »i 

by posterity.” 

Cox, In £ 


had dally mall, but now have no 
man at all for a distance of twelve 
miles. Well to do farmers and heavy 
taxpayers live heve. and during the 
war were heavy snlwcr.bers 0 r Gov¬ 
ernment bonds and War Saving 
Stamps, and yet they have been de¬ 
nied any mail service, we hope that 

Ills very Important route will soon 
lie established. Let us pull together 
I here Is but one road from the main 
road down to the Slatyfcrk office 
The mall has been carried Revenl 
years from Llnwood to Slatyfcrk. 

Our Sunday School Is progressing 
nicely. We think the Sunday school 
should not close for the winter. 
Since we have had a few years of 
evergreen Sunday School we And it 
the thing. Our attendance has boeD 
good all winter and last Sonday the 
Wltl * " 0t * vacaht 

There has been a lot of moonshln- 
Ing going on on Elk. Some men are 
5* *«* *° "O'* »»d »o they make 
Hie stuff to rob me n of their money, 
minds and health The moonshener I 
must^ quit his dishonest business or I 


nOKOIl ROLL: Frit 
Stony Bottom School, 
drldgc, teacher. First 
Bell Tailman. Anna 
Edith Thomas, Maud 
Moore, Frank VVIIlong 
Heary; Bumgurdner, L 
Karl Tallin an, Myrl T 
Tailman, Harlan McL» 
Rider, June Meeks, On 
Second month— Vg 
Grace Wllfoug, Alina 
Edith Thomaa, Maud 
Moore, Frank WllfoniQ 

sss’ia 

June Me eltyT>rvwf t 

age, Mary Bell Tailnt,# 
fong, Edith Thomail 
Jesse Moore, Frank i 
Moore, Bearyl Bumga 
W11 fong, Earl Tailman 
Laughlln, Clyde Tallin, 
man, June Meeks, Geoi 



losing yol_ _ .... 
lines suggested to me bv a conversa¬ 
tion I heard on one of our streets last 
Sunday afternoon between a minister 
of the Gospel and a couple of our lo¬ 
cal attorneys. J. M. Mkadoii. 
Hinton, W. Va. 

What boots if If, 

Within the pulsing womb of time, 

A thousand thousand years 
Man passed from stage to stage; 

Or If. at God's command, 

With single bound 
He leaped frpiu Mother Earth 
A Many 

To^Tim who gave us life 
A thousand years Is as a single day. 
Ills handiwork shows purpose and de¬ 
sign. 

I question not Ills wisdom, mode or 
plan; 

Nor hath the Record said 
ne breathed In him the Breath of 
Lire 

And Man became a Living Soul, 
Before lie was a Man! 

Science hath net shown 
The Sun to change his course 
In all the years; 

Nor whence Orion’s bands. 

Polaris guided mariners of old, 

And points the North today. 

The I'lelades we view with raptured 
gaze, 

The Shepherds saw and Poets sang 
On old Judea's hills. 

The fragrance of the Rno« 
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War Recollections. vnicn Onpt. McXcvl found diet j ' 
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THB FIOIIT ON ELK, 


r Co ni any F. lOdi V 
was organized at Midpoint. I\*cn 
horitas couu'y, 1 >ecetnber, 1W»S. 
A few days after wo organized 
and lefrfto we received our arms, 
o ie of «,ur ‘company, Frank Me- 
Koeve.r, de«erU.il and went to Bev- 
e.ily and told the Yanks that we 
wore in camp at Milipoiut without 
arms'and how nico it would be to 
capture the company. So some 
two or three I nivlred soldiers set 
out fr->m Beverly to take us in. 
But a day or two after McKcevtl 
deserted we not our arms and had 
gone ov<;r in the ujytcr end of 
V (ireenbiicr comity to try atid cap- 
dire » bushwhacker by ttie name 
\j* of McMillion, »n«l had been on the 
march the greater part of the 
A night without meeting op with 
jp ' McMillion, and stopped in the af- 
W ter part of tin night in Kenteks I 

A ale/ to yet n little sle*p and 
feed our htM-'ot. That night a 
Mem- fell tilKMit 11 inches deep. 

- After we got somethin j to rut. wo 
dV Vp 1 Middled tiji and started on or.r iv- 
f/j JrN turn to cutup. 

'• SAk ' When we reached the Top of 
Droop Mountain some <*ue met us 
and told of the Yankees lining in 
the Ia-vcls and hud captured our 
quarter' and one or two of the 
company who had lieen left in 
camp and burnt all the feed nr.d 
provisions we had. So when we 
arrived in the levels we wen 
without shelter, feed or anything 
to eat. AYc scattered out among 
the farmers, got something to eat, 
and organized fora dash after the 
, Yanks to try to even np with 
, them for what they had done for 

r os in our absence. I think wc 
had alxmt sixty men. Some of 
Marshall’s company fell in 
"* ns after wo started on our 

»nt I, and ptoved to lie of great 
help. ] .ieut. Trice took the ad- 
sauen with Will Poape. Geo. AV. 


he could net open the door he 
gave It a kick and asked them to 
C;iv 'lry j surrender. The Yankee Lieut, in 
command answered him by saying, i 
“Surtvnder, no, never.” and they 
Commenced shooting through the 
doors and windows and we replied 
in the same wav. A A'ankee by 
TW name of McAYhorP r, front j 
.lane l^ew, was shot and killed as 
he mode the attempt to get out of | 
his lied, and anothef A'nnkee was' 
killed in the room. By that time 
the A’utikeo Lieut, criisl out, *'l 
surrender.’’ 

Cilpt. McN'eel answered, *'T ask¬ 
ed you tn surrender and you 
wouldn’t, let them hnvc it. Imya.” 

Then he said, “I surrender with 
up-iifte I hands.” 

Oapt MeNeel then gate tli 
eemniaiid to rea«e liiin<*. mid w 
crowded in the Itnttgf, ntal while 
wc were in the house W.dt Allen 
I ft 
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war 
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, stor; 
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and made his escape. Well enough 
did, I guess, for it is haul to 


tell what mi^dit have he w lbs f«te 
had we gotten hint. 

All the boys dtJ not know that 
Lieut. Price and Ids s«|tmd were 
down the ron«l and some of them 
miitimk t hem for A'anks uttd tired 
on tlietii, killing llerr.y Sharp , 
which rud a gloom over our vtc- 
tory. AA'e captured eighteen Yan¬ 
kees with their horses anti arms- 
all of which wo needed in our bus¬ 
iness. So wo evened up pretty 
well for what they hud done to 


t Frost 

Plowing and sugar making 
the order of tho day. 

J. AA\ Jack-ton moved to Frost 
last week. AA’c aro glad to sec 
him back again. 

B. B. AYillhuns. of Ca*a, was 
around la-t week shaking hands 
with his many friend?. 

Geo. B. Ryder, of Highland 
county, was in this er.iaonuhty 


lion or Ed ray , but not f 
_ than at cither place wo fol 
. y them to Elk. AA'hcn wo ( 

. whorolbe rood left the pike 
'*k & AA’ilham Moore’s, Lieut 
nniirnd that some had tnkei 
road and had not returned, 
waited there for the crpipi 
come up and when it got *h 
called for volunteers to g> 
him to Mr. Moore's and as 
nearly frozen, and we. we 
piakc the trip a-foot, I distru 
to make the trip, thinking i 
way l would get warm; it w 
my bravery that caused me 
but just simply to keep from 
ing. AVell we were soon a 
Moore’s and surrounded the 
and Lieut. Price called tc 
Moore and aaked him if h 
any one stopping with him f 
night. Uc said, ‘Wes, thei 
a couple gentlemen stoppios 
him.” He told Mr. Moo 
wished to see tlwm, and w 
and Brought the gentlomer 
which proved to be two A 
AAV went to the stable an 
their horses put tho A'anks < 
string and started bark. ( 
the A'anks was Sargcant 3 
tbs other a high private, I lx 
When we got back to the 
was good and warm. AAV ho 
two prisoners back toward 
and llwn Lieut. Price and t 
vanco started on to Gil 
When we got to the Moffett 
we all dismounted, hitcher 
horses to the fence by the 
and Lieut. Price and his 
went on in front. AAr'Iien * 
to Polly Gibson's, Lieu 
Price arid l»i« men pitted I 
went on down llte road to 
just beyond the house. Tl> 
of the comnmnd surround c 
house. Tire A'ankce pieke 
had been on duty had gon* 
tho house and was trying I 
dome one to go out and tal 
place; so there was no picl 
»>uty when wc got th« re. 
<un.* wore stacked ir. one < 
of the room, AAV thougl 
would open the door and r 
pver the Yank* as they lay n 
floor. Capt. MeNeel trw 
open the doof J>^'T it ha 
b.*en used and* M 
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earken uhto the battle of Dud- 
S Laue. The story of that Dime 


never been printed before It Is 
•red by all histories of the war 
11 late yearB It was not a subject 
rauk and open discussion by the 
pie of this county. Time cures 
.lilngs. There are still living a 
jher of meA who pirtlclpated In 
t tight, and I have talked with 
i on both sides recently and after 
long a time this historic event 
Icli had been so uebulous came 
clear and distinct and 1 will en 
vor to state the case, 
it the West Union school house at 
: foot of the mountain, on the 
d that leads to the Williams 
• er country, In 1864, lived Henry 
ncan, In a double log house on 
i headwaters of Stony Creek. The 
use was opposite the mouth of 
iw or hollow leading oil at right 
gles toward the south, and up that 
Dow lived William beverage about 
juarter of a mile distant. A pass- 
by was used up that hollow to 
ach the Grlllln place, and the 
<mes of people living on Days 
ountaln, and on over to the head- 
iters of Dry lluo, a branch of Swa- 
Creek. Part of the passway be- 
•een the Duncan place and the 
average place was fenced on both 
des in 1864 as a lane. It was this 
ne that gave the name to the battle. 
The State was for med |n 186:1, and 
l the eirT7part of T554 a regiment 
f state guards was formed at buck- 
annon. and of this regiment Poca- 
ontas county furnished one compa- 
y, captained at times by Captain 
am Young, a minister, and later by 
aptaln 1 W. Allen. Captain Young 
reached at the sulphur spring on 
tony Creek, (Ellis Sharp's) on May 
, 1854, and made an appointment to 
reach there again in forty years 
fter. A great concourse of people 
athered there in 1894 to keep the 
.ppolutment, but the captain 


the northern soldiers. Upon a coun¬ 
cil of war It was decided to take to 
the mountain and make a,detour in 
the direction of Williams River In 
such a way that cavalry coulihnot 
them. They realized that 
they were a small company or men iu 
a country that was hostile to them, 
and that they might be killed by an 
ambushed force at any minute. 

It turned out afterwards that the 
soldier at the bridge was not a sentl 
riel, but was a deserter who was mak¬ 
ing his getaway to buckhannon, 
where they saw him a short time 
after. 

The little army turned up Price 
Run and from there climbed bucks 
Mountain through the grass lands 
until they reached the fringe of trees 
near the top, and there they took 
some cold food from their haversacks 
and lay down to sleep without any 
lire whatever. 

They were stirring before daylight 
and marched to the head of Dry Run 
and called at the house of Peter bev¬ 
erage, a Union man, and there got 
something to eat, and then proceeded 
by the way of the Grlllln l'laee. to 
William beverage’s place. Williams 
beverage was a brother of Peter 
beverage, but was a Confederate in 
sympathy, but was a non combatant. 

Here there were bees, and the lit- 

) army, feeling safe from possible 
pursuit, commandeered a bte gum 
or hive full of honey. It was the 
drst week of November and the hive 
heavy with honey. The soldiers 
made the farmer give them buckets 
and they proceeded to till the buckets 
with honey, preparing for a mid¬ 
day feed. 

In the meantime, the Confederate s 
had been laying plans to capture the 




John Armstrong, MolTett Walton, | 
John K. Adklson, William Kinnison, j 
James L. Rodgers, received serious 
wounds. Moffett Sharp, shot In the 
mouth. 

J. R. Moore, who was under lire 
from the first, says that no one was 
hit at the tirst tire, that Is the tiring 
that occurred while the Union sol 
dlers were getting the honey for 
luueb iu William beverage’s yard. 1 
think this Is correct. 1 think Bern ¬ 
ard Sh arp was hit In t)ie hips with 




Union soldiers sent here In such 
small force to beard the lion In his 
Cajitatn J_. C. Gay. holding a 
commission as captain under Hie Con 
feracy, with authority to guard the 
border was the ranking officer In this 
emergency, lie augmented Ids force 
by summoning to tils headquarters at 
Ids borne at the mouth of Stony 
Creek, all southern soldiers who were 
at home ou furloughs, and Ids 
maud was made up of about half 
scouts and half soldiers on furlough. 

Godfrey Geiger says that he and 
Ids brother Adam Geiger were called 


mountain rifle hall whil e Tie stood be¬ 
hind a tree, returning the~fffe of the 
Confederates. lie was a line, tal l 
slim young man, and Ids untimely 
death was greatly regretted. 

The wounded soldiers were taker, 
to a cave near James McClure’! 
der the shadow of Red Knob, 
concealed, and they were treated with 
great kindness and consideration by 
the McClure family. 

There was no one hit on the Con 
federate side. The Confederates turn¬ 
ed back at Henry Duncan's and they 
took from ids farm a bee gu m and 
bees which they carried to William 
beverage to replace the one that he 
had lost to the Union army. There 
seems to have been no cause for lids 
other than Duncan was for tne Un¬ 
ion, and beverage was for the Con 
federacy. 

1 have taiked with Register Moore 
and 1'eter McCarty, soldiers of the 
Union , on one side, and Godfrey Gei¬ 
ger, soldier on the ( ■uifedei aLe sid e 

Godfrey Geiger was In some of the __ 

biggest lighting of the war. GeorgeJ 7'iiilai~andfrmn 
McCollam was eight years old and he j t '| ie war at Appoa 
West Virginia, U 
side of the moui 
ccptlou of a detou 
Salem to Marti 
Lewlshurg and 
June 21), 1864, to 
yollcy of West \ 
year of the war w 
state guards, am 
have not been | 
their courage ai 
ency. In peace tli 
- forgotten, and 

Wm. Klririlson, Corporal John A no- j lk!nore d. They h 
strong, Willia m ll.ann.ti., Wiilia. , as well as Conf* 
Gay, George Cochran, "Clark Dllley «r j , nost 0 f Uie so 
Ewings battery, Jeremy I>11 ley, Shj-' | yery good 

.>rk Kelli son, Newton' 



lurs stat-loueu In 
were called, were < 
port to Gen. ilui 
vemenl again 


eight years 

lvld recollection of the sol¬ 
diers returning from the battlefield, 
shouting and victorious. He was at 
Ids Aunt Ruth Kee's on bucks 
Mountain; George M. Kee, a wound¬ 
ed Confederate soldier being at home. 

It Is probably Impossible for com¬ 
plete lists of the soldiers lo be ob¬ 
tained at this late day and lime, and 
the names litre given are those furn 
Ished by sin vlvers of the affair. 

U nion so dlers : Captain Samuel 
Young. Captain 1. W Alle n Elen 


don Hannah, Clark Kullison, Newton 1 southern veteran 
Wanless, MolTett Wanless, Jamti L.-j- Tne home gua 
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11 order to tire being given, a veil 
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The dauntless Averell and bis order to tire being given, a volley was 
lounted infantry, like a thorn In the let off, the result of which was a 
esh and a rankling fire to the Con - general scattering of the blue coat s 
‘derates, Lad conquered and su63u- for shelter. Some went to the hlll- 
I West Virginia f or the U nion. lie sides on either side of the hollow 
as Ignominously discharged in Sep- Some went down Duncan’s Lane , and 
smber 18(34. The county of Poca - sheltered In and behind Dunc an's 
^ilaa In the fall of 1864 was con- house, and some to the knoll com- 
olled by U19 Confederacy. It was manding the mouth qf the hollow 
stermined however by the West where West Union school house 
Irginla authorltea to hold an ftlec- stands and In lfiTs way gave battle 
on for President In this county, an:? returned the firing. 
o3 arrangements were made to Aaron Moore with the election re¬ 
pen the polls at Edray . And the turns ran up the hillside, and God 
ocahontas county st ate guards com- frey Geiger says that he wuuid most 
my was detailed touring that elec- certainly been killed if It had not 
on off. They marched on foot from been that he was In citizen clothes. 
everly to Edray , a distance of fifty- the rule being to shoot no one not In 
iur miles, coming in by the way of a uniform. 

Ik River, and arriving a day or two At or about the first fire, liernard 
Bfore election. It was recognized Sharp, of the Union ajflay, a - son of 
tal It was a dangerous expedition, ftnntam Sharp , of Elk, and a brother 
lading one company into Pocahon- of ^ilas , l larmon , and H ugh Sfiaru . 
is county. fell mortally wounded. lie was shot 

The company camped near the through both hips . ' Godfrey Geiger 
eadwaters of Els on the way In, says that he was carrying an army 
nd one onhe'soldlers, Washington gun called a musketoon, which took a 
leff, obtained leave of absence to paper cartridge. That he went Into 
Islt his wife who was stopping at the light with three charges and that 
yilllam Gibson’s . Here he was cap- he would have been out of the battle 
ured by a squad belonging to Cap- but for the fact that he got a supply 
aluJ.C. G*y’s company of Confed - of cartridges from the battlefield 
rate scouts, and was taken as a prls- after the first volley, the Union am 
ner to the headquarters of that munition just suiting his gun. God 
umpany, st the farm of Samuel Ga y frey Geiger says that ids was a long 
jst above the mouth of Stony Creek, range gun, and that he saw C aptai n 
’hat night In attempting to es cape , Young In the passage way between 
ieff was shot and killed The prte- the two parts of the Duucan house 
ner had laid out'Private iiennett and that he shot at him. -That Cap 
llh a stone snd had been shot as lie tain Young told him afterwards that 
ed near the ford in Stony Creek. the ball cut away Ills clothes across 
This word had reached the compa- his chest The bullet was recovered 
y st Edray. Captain Sam Young after the war from the log vhere it 
as In command. Capt. 1. W. Allen had lodged. 

as there too. Nearly every mem The two little armies having taken 
er of the company was a Pocahont as shelter continued to lire at each oth- 
lan. Already apprehensive of "the er for something like an hour and a 
anger of being In the heart of a Con- half, and neither side making a 
iderate county, the death of Neff charge, the Union soldiers gradually 
lust have Impressed them with the withdrew and made their way 
angers of their position. The polls by little squads to the orlgl- 
ere opened under the oaks standing ual rendezvous at .Hgverly taking 
i front <>f the William Shar p house, with them the result of the election 
ear the big spring. The soldiers When It became apparent that the 
11 voted Irrespective of age snd a Union army had retired from the 
umber of citizens of the vicinity, pTace, the Confederates went on down 
ud the vote was solid for Abraha m the lane, and came on Reriurd 
dacolii for president. Sharp , and c arried him to Hen ry 

Aaron Moore wss chosen as the * ruil ^» n . a . h gujal It was apparent 
lessenger to take the vole Into the that he was near. death, hut they 
orthwestern part of the State fur * doctor and did what thev 
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it was not a case that was discussed 
freely In ti e olden days. It was only 
when the story of this battle was 
about to be lost to history that 1 
gathered some of the salient facts in 
connection witii it, and fortunately 
I was abic tj talk to suidieis who had 


As a ba.tle it does not rank high 
in the national Issue to he decided 
other than it had a direct hearing on 
the election of Lincoln the second 
time. If lie had been defeated, it 
would have been a long farewell to 
the greatness of America. Hut it 
was not in the plan of Providence for 
him to fail. 

As a part of the travail of West 
Virginia in her birth throes such 
contests as these, occurring in the 
border counties , are of the greatest 
Importance. 

1 have uever been able to under 


Duncan's Lane, 
what might he el 
the day’s work f 
ginta Stale guard 
tight, and finish) 
who failed to rec 
pensatlon after tl 

BABY 


Tancred S. C. 
June 15th and 2 
per 100 prepaid, i 
livery. A llrnil 
Rocks and S- C. 
per loo. Last hat 
OAK CREST i 
MlIIpoint, W. Vs 
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Harvestig if still the order of 
the day here. Some are through 
while others are still making hay. 

The Italians have left this sec¬ 
tion of rail road and gone to Cheat 
River. 

Pago Hannah , of Staunton, is 
visiting: his father, S. D. Hannah. 

Miss Ada Sharp will go U? 
liuckbannon to attend the Wes¬ 
leyan College this winter. 

Forrest Gibson and Misses Allie 
and Mary Gibson attended the 
camp meeting at Deuim»r Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. % 

Mrs. S. A. Jaction, who has 
been on the sick list for sometime, 
is improving. 

James Hannah and daughter, 
Miss Eula are visiting at J. E. and 
S. L>. Hannah’s. 

There was preaching here Sun¬ 
day by Rev. Weiford. 

Henry Shearer and wife A were 
visiting at Robert Gibson’s Sun¬ 
day. 

Little Jimmie Hannah, whoso 
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* j state guards 
,rd In a great 
>1 West Virginia 
‘Hey of Virginia 
;ue Ridge. in 
' y e guards were 
'•rue of the dan- 
, •rglnla, and In 
Armr¥?V v.■ • *." 1 r ® for <* of the 
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port to Gen. Hunter at Staunton In 
a movement against Lynchburg Vlr 
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state guards, , and*Y l f?.!i °,?\ t0 the l p m Junlor Chrlst, * n Endeavor! 
have not beenYi Wut ‘'-ey , m. Senior Christian Endeavor! 

their courage^*and MAnm® Cr *i dlt for Annual Childrens’ Day service: 


CHARM OF A COUNTRY STORE 

If you are passing through Slaty Fork In Poca¬ 
hontas County, you might want to stop at the Esso 
Station and gas up for an excuse to have a gander at 
the store. It is owned by Luther David Sharp and he 
is trying to retain the quaint charm of an old-time 
grocery store. As long as he possibly can he wants it 
to look about the way it did when his father with the 
same first and second name started the store in 1925. 
The elderly Mr. Sharp died a couple of years ago 
at the age of 91. The.present owner lives in Cincinnati 
where he is in the retail Jewelry business and leaves the 
Slaty Fork managing to Eunice Gibson. She’ll be happy 
to show you the store and the few mounted specimens 
of wild life that are there. 

The senior Sharp left three other boys and a girl. 
They are Ivan of Nitro, Si of Slaty Fork, Paul of Port 
Neches, Texas, and Vi Markland of Richmond, Virginia. 

Ht/lbjiiy"yrticburccxj'WUt, 


DIED 


' courage and tidal in- 1 way service; the | tte Aaron Moore, of 

T . Uy ,nd e,,lc ‘ ll'eas by Rev. Dwight Winn, of J IIlg parent8 were the late 


A telegram was receiver 
day, announcing the deat 
dore Moore at his home I 
City, Kansas, on June 10, 
age was about 80 years, 
ed was a brother of b 
Auldrldge, of Indian Dr 
the late Aaron Moore, of 
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July 26, 1966 


Mr. Dave Sharp 
3049 Madison Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Sharp: 

The nest secured from your father during May, 1906 is still in 


existence in our North American Hall of Birds. This hall was closed for 
rehabilitation for several years but is now opened to the public. 

Sincerely yours, 


Charles E. O'Brien J*' 
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The Children of fr/llll*:o sharp (1740-1833) and 
His Wife Kary Meeks 


Tin a v'u^Tr.iis 


^ James - - Married Ann Waddell,4-29-1800 
John - - - Sally Kooollam 8-27-1004 

* Andrew - " Nanoy Drlnnan 1-16-1806 

,wm lQT dr. M Elizabeth Waddell 9-29- 1795 


No reoord of Andrew oxoept 
his marriage bond and mention 
In his fathers will. 


ftanoy- Married Levi MOOre 1-21-97 
Mary " Arthur Grimes 1-21-97 
Rachel H Jonathan Griffin 8-12-1806 
Peggy " Franols Wilson 5-14-1811 
Rebeoca " Alexander Waddell 12-25- 
1816 

Jane " MoCollaa 
Margaret " Kelley 


JL The Children of _V.‘llllatn Shar 
Wife Elizabeth Waddell 
,r h«»lr S ons 

James Sharp - Married Althea Martin 
Alexander Sharp " Mary Dllley 
■ Jacob Warwick Sharp " Elizabeth f'oNeel 
\>)ni lam Sharp 3rd.. M taohel Dllley 
4 John Sharp " Sally Johnson 


pnve Sharp volunteered to write ) 
Family History of William 3rd J 

Charles II. Sharp volunteered to 
write Family History of John Sharp 


,(1772-1860)land his 


Their D aughters 
Mary married David Glbao^ 
Elizabeth M Hugh KoGlaochlln 
Martha " Andrew Dllley 
Ann married Alexander Stalnaker 
Ellen M Warwick 

Jane “ James Hanson 
Rebecca • Wm. D, Moore 
Nancy " Jaoob Cassell 


^ —"M 
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V/'LLLIAM SHARP SR. 

/7fQ- !$33 



IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM SHARP SR. LEST WE FORGET. 

The footprints of the name of Sharp have been indelibly inprinted on this 
land before the Revolution and most certainly before there was a Pocahontas County. 
This is a small atbenpt to trace sore of these footprints that have traversed these 
lands for a period of over two hundred years. They have their beginnings in one 
pioneer by the name of William Sharp Sr. *lhe underlined names shew the line of 

■i 

descent from the pioneer to the writer. Each spouse is shown in parenthesis. 

William Sharp Sr . was the pioneer settler of the Huntersville vicinity and was 
the first to open up a permanent residence. It was located a few rods from the forks 
of the Dunmore and Huntersville road. Mr. Sharp located here about 1773. He saw 
service as a scout, spy and soldier against the Indians and the British. His affi¬ 
davit made in 1832 indicates four slx>rt tours of service totaling more than two 
years and six mentis. These include an expedition against the Indians on the Musk- 
ingham River in the fall of 1764 to March 1765; service as an Indian spy during the 
summer of 1773 and simmer of 1774; served as a scout and messenger from the summer 
of 1774 to December 1774; drafted early January 1781 and was in a skirmish against 
the British at Portsmouth, Va. where he was discharged in April 1781. 

The nature of his services as an Indian spy was to guard Warwicks Fort sit¬ 
uated on the headwaters of tlie Greenbrier River, to traverse the surrounding moun¬ 
tains and to watch the gaps and passes for Indians caning towards the settlements. 
Later he continued to guard the settlenent forming on the Greenbrier River, recon- 
noi taring tie country betveen the headwaters of the Greenbrier, Tygarts Valley and 
Elk Rivers. 

He came frem Augusta County where he lived at a place then called Peverley 
Manor near Staunton. He was one of three children of John and Margery Sharp v4x> 
were orphaned in 1750. The land reaords have several transactions relating to his 
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holdings. In 1756 he had 115 acres patented to him on both sides of the Middle 
^ River of the Shenandoah. In 1769 there was a land grant of 355 acres on the 

Greenbrier River, in 1787 another 320 acres on the Waters of the Greenbrier, in 
1787 another 270 acres on Ewings Creek, in 1791 another 320 acres on Brown's Creek. 

Sone of this land was used to settle his large family on. His will dated in 1826 
shows ten children. (This shows three more children than are recorded in Price's 
History.) 

His wife was Mary Meek(s) daughter of John Meek. Their children were: NANCY 

,77*?fW 

(Levi Moore Jr.), MARGARET (Jolin Kelly), JOHN (Sarah McCollam), WILLIAM (Elizabeth 
Waddell), RACHEL (Jonathan Griffin), MARY (Arthur Grimes), JAMES (Ann Waddell), ANDREW 
(Nancy Drinnen), REBECCA (Alexander Waddell Jr.), JANE (Mr. McCollam). 

John Sharp who married Sarah McCollam owned tracts of land on the west side 
of Allegheny of 255 acres and 82 acres, also 238 acres on the head of Lewis Lick 
Run. The family of four girls are as follows: ELLEN(Amaziah Irvine), MARY(Josiah 
^ Friel), REBECCA (John Duf field), NANCY (William H. Irvine). This line of Sharps 

ends here in the county but a descendant of Mary, Ann Dillon of Columbus, Ohio is 
writing the Grimes family history of Pocahontas. 

James Sharp was a member of the court under the old arrangement, was high 
sheriff and was held in high esteem for his patriotism and strict scrupulous integrity. 
Cne story about him needs to be kept alive. He was an avid hunter, not only for 
sport but as a natter of business. While living at his first home on Cummings Creek, 
he had a very sensational adventure on Duck ley Mountain. One evening while return¬ 
ing home he was passing along when a pan ..her suddenly mounted a log a few yards in 
front of him. He shot the animal, but when the smoke cleared away another stood in 
the same place on the log. This performance wrepeated nine times when he panicked 
and ran home. During the night the remainder of the pack followed his trail hone and 
killed a yearling calf. Properly reinforced, he went back to the spot where he had 
fired nine times and there found nine dead panthers. 




William and Elizabeth had the following family: JAMES { 

ELIZABETH (Hugh McLaughlin), JANE (James Hanson), WILLIAM (Rachoi Dil'ley), MARY 
(David Gibson) , REBECCA (William D. Moore) , ANNA (Alexander Stalnecker) , ELLEN 
(Warwick Stalnecker) , MARTHA (Andrew Dilley) , ALEXANDER (Mary Dilley) , JACOB WARWICK 
(Elizabeth McNeil) , JOHN(Sarah Johnson). 

^harp^Jr . There is'the romantic tradition that William Jr. met 
Elizabeth Weddell at the liome of Thomas Drinnen at Edray. Thanas had organized a 
congregation and one of the worshippers was William Jr. who came dressed in a coon- 
skin cap. Whan the young lady returned liome she made sane funny remarks about the 
homely young man she had seen at the meeting and his furry cap. Her mother said 
the young chap would probably be calling around the first thing she knew. Sure 
enough he did come and on a busy wash day. He found the young lady resting up, 
performing on the spinning wheel in short petticoat, chemise and barefooted. It 
was love at first sight and they became engaged that very day. 

This couple at once settled in the woods near Verdant Valley and opened up a 
fine estate out of a forest noted for the tremendous size of its walnut, red oak, 
and sugar maple trees and reared a worthy family. He is listed as one of the most 
substantial and prosperous citizens of the county in its formative period. This 
Verdant Valley, which few people know of today, was located in the area of the Fair- 
view church and school house. The liomestead of William Jr. was very visible during 
the mid 1900's as the farm of Jacob Sharp, the brother of Dr. Ward Sharp of Russell 
A -ZZjC_ ( /W^>~ 


Pennsylvania. 
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John Sharp who married Sarah Jolinson and lived at Fairview first, then bought 
on Jerioo Road near Marl in ton had the following family: HENRY (Elizabeth Moore), 
HUGH (Mary Jane Waugh), WIT! I AM EWING (Laury Aim Malcomb), MARY (William Frank Dilley) 
MARTHA JANE (James Wilfong), NANCY ANN (Noah Erving Wilfong), JAMES ALEXANDER (Eleanor 
Wilfong), DAVID WARWICK (Amanda Beverage) , SUSAN (Amziah Irvine). 


William Ewing Sharp married Laury Ann Malcomb and lived at Fairview near 



William and Elizabeth had the following family: JAMES ( 

ELIZABETH (Hugh McLaughlin), JANE (James Hanson), WILLIAM (Rachel Dil'iey), MARY 
(David Gibson), REBECCA (William D. Moore), ANNA (Alexander Stalnecker) , ELLEN 
(Warwick Stalnecker) , MARTI LA (Andrew Dilley), ALEXANDER (Mary Dilley), JACOB WARWICK 
(Elizabeth McNeil), JOHN(Sarah Johnson). 

’ sharper . There is'the romantic tradition that William Jr. met 
Elizabeth Weddell at the licme of Tlicmas Drinnen at Edray. Thcmas had organized a 
congregation and one of the worshippers was William Jr. who came dressed in a coon- 
skin cap. Wien the young lady returned licme she made seme funny remarks about the 
homely young man she had seen at the meeting and his furry cap. Her mother said 
the young chap would probably be calling around the first thing she knew. Sure 
enough he did come and on a busy wash day. He found the young lady resting up, 
performing on the spinning wheel in short petticoat, chemise and barefooted. It 
was love at first sight and they became engaged that very day. ^ ^ 

This couple at once settled in the woods near Verdant Valley and opened up a 
fine estate out of a forest noted for tiie tremendous size of its walnut, red oak, 
and sugar maple trees and reared a worthy family. He is listed as one of the most 
substantial and prosperous citizens of the county in its formative period. This 
Verdant Valley, which few people know of today, was located in the area of the Fair- 
view church and school house. The homestead of William Jr. was very visible during 
the mid 1900's as the farm of Jacob Sharp, the brother of Dr. Ward Sharp of Russell 

/7 w+lUu, -ZZt. I 


Pennsylvania. 
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John Sharp who married Sarah Jolinson and lived at Fairview first, then bought 
on Jerioo Road near Marl in ton )iad the following family: HENRY (Elizabeth Moore), 
HUGH (Mary Jane Waugh) , WILLIAM EWING (Laury Aim Malcomb) , MARY (William Frank Dilley) 
MARTHA JANE(James Wilfong), NANCY ANN(Noah Erving Wilfong), JAMES ALEXANDER (Eleanor 
Wilfong), DAVID WARWICK (Amanda Beverage) , SUSAN (Amziah Irvine). 


William Ewing Sharp married laury Ann Malcomb and lived at Fairview near 



Marlin ton. Their family consisted of: MARGARET MATILDA (Charles H. Dilley), 

PAUL WARWICK (Mary Catherine Sharp), LUTHER (Died at age 2), ROSA ARIZONA (David 
Early Vfcbster), MARION MoCOY(Della Jackson) , DENCY EDWARD (Gosha Underwood). 

Paul Warwick Sharp married his first cousin, Mary Catherine Sharp. TO them 
were bom eleven children, including a set of twins: CHARLES JACK (Ora Belle 
Thompson), LANTY JAMES (Mary Vanreenen), MARLIE MATILDA (Cecil Curry), NELLIE ANN 

(Theodore Vanreenen), HAZEL ELIZABETH(1. Karl Elcessor, 2. _Russell), 

LAYTON EWING (Juanita Remona Tackett), PAULINE CATHERINE (1. Hubert May, 2. _ 

_), OSCAR WARWICK (Margaret Noonan), AUSTIN McCOY (Fula Mae Underwood) , 

SYLVIA BELL(1. Jack Herman, 2. Robert Schultz, 3. Granville Moore), NINA JUNE 
(Charles Waybright). 

He made his living as a carpenter and as a teamster with lumber companies in 
the surrounding areas. In later years he settled down to a life of farming on the 
Jerioo Road at Marlin ton. As a pastime, he played the fiddle (violin). A number 
of his children learned to play string music, including the banjo, guitar and the 
fiddle. 

His apple orchards were some of the Lest. Sunday at hig house would find many 
relatives and friends for dinner, which was usually followed with horse shoe pitch¬ 
ing, games, etc. 

In his later years he used to sit by the hour with friends spinning yarns of 
bygone years in hunting, fishing and working in the woods. 

Charles Jack Sharp married Ora Belle Thompson and they became the parents of 
fourteen children: JACK ARNOLD (Margaret Sharp), EARL MLLBURN (Mildred Kirkpatrick), 
LEW WARWICK (Muriel Ann Bates) , DEMPSEY THOMPSON (Jeanie Walton) , CHARLES HERBERT 
(Ncma Harris) , CATHERINE ELIZABETH (Andrew Robert Baechtel) , CRAIG ARTHUR (Betty 
Shinaberry), DONALD JAMES(Mildred Underwood), TONMY DAVID (Garnett McCoy), PATRICIA 
WENONA (Joseph Lamoureux), BRLNDA CAROL (Marvin Doss), LOUISE KAY (Joseph Roy), 

LESLIE DOUGLAS (Martha Jean Homer), GLENDA Cl IARL01TE (Kenneth Slagle). 





Charles Jack Sharp spent a considerable amount of time during his younger 
years around logging and lumber operations, since Ms father was a carpenter and 
teamster. While attending Mgh school, he worked as a teamster in the sunnier and 
attended school in the winter. School at that time was held six months out of 
the year. He attended West Virginia State Teachers College at Parkersburgh, then 
taught for nineteen years in the rural schools of Focal ion tas County. He was held 
in Mgh esteem as one who could control students as well as parents in rather rough 
communities. Places of residences include: the old Jackson place on the Jerico 
Road, Wbodrcw, Fairview and the present liane at Brownsburg. 

He accepted a position with the Farm Bureau during the depression of the 1930's. 
In 1943 he accepted the position of manager of the Southern States Cooperative 
Store. After twenty years he took an early retirement due to ill health. 

He was also a lover of the outdoors and of Ms fellow man. There are few 
people who ever knew him that have been on unfriendly terms. He was an ardent hunter 
and fisherman. He was a crack shot, winning many prizes in shooting matches. He 
was one of the best wild turkey and deer hunters that ever walked into the woods. 

His love for trout fishing will still go on if there is such a thing in the hereafter. 

(TMs information was compiled and sulmitted by Charles Herbert Sharp of Brigham 
City, Utah with the assistance of Dr. Ward Sharp of Russell, Pennsylvania; Dave 
Sharp of Cincinnati, OMo; and Ann Dillon of Columbus, OMo.) 



The JJJTIB.* DAVID SHARP family / 

of Slatyfork 

(Spouees In Parenthesis), "Children in quotes" 

0 LUTHER DAVID "LD" SHARP, 1872-1963 (Laura Jane Morgan 1874-1932, daughter of lev. Samuel 
Morgan of Edray). (Hie eeeond marriage was to Mabel Haaoford.) ^-XO~ ' 

0 Hie father wae SILAS 1842-1899 (Sarah Hannah 1844-1908, daughter ef Dayid Hannah), 

"Melinda, Ella, Luther"~"LD". 

0 Silae' father: WILLIAM 1815-188* (Raohael Dilley 1806-1882), "Silae, Hugh 1846-1923, 

Haraen, Luther 16, lernard, Henry, and Mary Ella 6". ''lernard and Henry died as Civil War 
■oldiere, perhape on different aides. family tradition aaye Henry wae shot at loh Olhaen'e 
place hy his own (confederate?) men ae a spy for the Worth. Luther, 16 , a civilian, was 
shot hy Confederate Jake Simmons. Silas, al« a civilian, was captured the same day and 
marohed to a Salllohury, N. C. prison. After ?3 months and 24 days ha and the other 
remaining five alive nan were exobanged." 

s 

0 Silas' grandfather: WILLIAM 177?-1860, (Elisabeth Waddell), "William, James, etc." 

» Silas' great grandfather: WILLIAM 1740-1833 the pioneer, (Mary Meeks), "lanoy, Margaret, 
Raohael, Mary, John, and William." He built to first home in Huntersville, was an Indian 
scout 1773, fought the British tM 1781, fought the Indians in Ohio 1761, and rescued their 
prisoners in Ohio 1764, and a messenger to Oov. Dunaors at Pert Pitt. 





<‘r- 


0 «LD'a* children ware Ada 1994-1956, laltimor* (John Johnaon, Will Curtain), "Donald, Uolen, 
Jillio, Olara, Stanley"; Violet 1997- , (Rufua Markland, Riohmond, Vioa-Praaidant | 7^ 


< aaaiotant, 0 A 0.), "Rufus"; Iran 1900-1975. Hitro, attended Wesleyan, a plant foreman, 
(•enevleve Orndorff, 4rboVale), "Ralph, Ramona, Parkersburg, married Tom Shipley, Iran 
1940-1975": Craola 1904-1923; Si of Slatyfork, 1907- . who likea thi out-of-door* and 

la an accomplished oairibr of wildlife; Paul 1910- , rotlrad personnel dlraotor of 

O.S. Sutter Co. (Tonda Lowe, Katharine Mllhollin) Port Neohaa, Term*, "Thayer 1933. 
lartara 1935 marriad Olann Smith"; Lutk r David "Dare" Sharp, Jr. 1916- , Cincinnati, 

(Sylvia I Trial daughter af Dea and Mary Trial, Marllnton), "Linda Dea 1961, marriad 
lanny Eduardo". Dave, a Waalayan graduate, 1939, operatad the A Slatyfark a tore, waa 
a watehnakar, and aa a Oertlfiad Oemologist, Amerloan Seu Soeiaty, operated a Jewelry 
atara in Cincinnati. 

• "LD” had a moat unique lifetime experlenoe—aaaing the development of modern oonvanienea* 
that wa taka f«r granted. la aaw hi a firat train at age 12, exparlanoad the exciting 
development of automobiles, airplane*, radio*, telephone*, TT, alaotrlo rafrigeratara, 
store*, madioal-aurgloal advancement*, tjaokaged food, alaotrlo ll&ts, and th* atomic tomt. 
"LD" atartad aerohaadialng, buying far and farming at ago 12 and teoama a raapaotad 
tualnesaman in Pooahontaa, running a general atara, farming, dealing in wool, ginaang, 
and ralalng the famous whit* lynn honey. E* was a W. Ta. Apiary Ins)*etor, th* firat 
Postmaster of Slatyfork, 1901, owned a watar-pawerad PIUUZZZ gristmill, had the firat 
telephone in Pooahontaa aa th* line entered Pooahontaa from Randolph on the way to 
Mmrllnton 1898-1899. !• ownad on* of the firat three oara in thaoounty, a 1914 Studebaker. 


H* was the firat ta imoort and turn loos* Chinese pheasants at Slatyfork. He was a 

the, 


dlraotor of the Tarmars and Merchant's lank as wall as > Pocahontas County Pair. 

Ha hi lied hia last dear at 89. He was asked by the American Museum of Natural Hiatory 

in law fork to saoura a Pooahontaa KU1XXUBEI£ wild turkey neat at hatching time. 

It was don* May 1906 and tba turkey* and neat ara *till on display. H* dearly lowed 

singing and dlreotbd the Slatyfork Methodist ohoir that was Invited to many song festivals 
in W. Ta. and Virginia. 1* certainly was a credit to Pooahontaa County I 


Submitted by Dave Sharp 4171 Paxton Wood* Drive, Cincinnati , Ohio 45209 ^ %y 






SARAH HAN,tAH 1847-1908 :arrled Sllaa Sharp 

Compiled by Dave Sharp 12*lf>-8D 
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The below lineage is taken from the "Vocahontas County History Book” 
by Mlliam Pirce (1830Q1921) --plus familiy storbfts inoluded. 


1. David uannah (Sr.) from Ireland, married a Gibson from Augusta County. 
Wife: Elizabeth ( ? ) Practiced medicine—? 


2. Joseph Hannan married Elizabeth Burnside and settled in ”01d Field 

Fork of Elk, near "..fill hun” (Mill Run, I believe is near «iarvin 
Hannah's place—?) 

3. David Hannah married tester Sicafoose from Crabbottom.(Virginal?) 

They became very religious afther their two children died—Joe and Mf 
Otha of diptheria. ’.specially after Otha died, recovered after a 
vision of heaven, telling wto he saw there, etc. (Story described 
elsewhere from a tape recording by L* D. Sharp, and of Allie Gibson 

Their children were: 

1. Otha f/VtrT 

2. Joe — 

3. Henry 

4 . Hev. George liannah. 

5. Mary, the baby mentioned in Otha's story of a vision, and who 

married K& Sam Gibson. They had one ohild named Stella 
who|) married s Fisher, father of Rocky Fisher, 
lary died and bam remarried to (Emma -? )£<*uvJfy h£~***A 
Sorn to second Marriage was Richard, Henry, Ruth And Archie. 

6 . Melinda married John Rose in Vebster County. (I believe they 

lived down Elk River, as Dad when buying furs when 12 years 
old said he stayed at his aunt's house.) 

They had a son name Hob Hose. .(He visited our home at the 
old house when I was small) Ja^AXi^, . 

4# -,arah Hannah (1847-1908) She married Silas Sharp, who was captured 
as a civilian by the Confederates who were operating in the 
Slatvfork—Linwood area one veur. They considered him a northerner 
and he spent 23 months and 24 days in prisons in Richmond aid 
Salisbury, N. C. and was then exchanged just before the war endedd 

Their children were:.Melinda who married Ellis Hannah 

(1) lelinda: married Ellis Hannah, their children were 

Eva (3eale), Veo Hannah, ( ;£o*/vA )Baxter, Russel Hannah. 

(2) Ella: married 3ob Gibson. She, we are told v/as narr.od 

Mary Ella after Sarah's sister Mary.KIXJt Hannah, or 
.lary sharp , sister of SilasShe died of diptheria 
at age of about 6 —? 


(3) Luther David aharp, Sr. who marrietT Laura Jane .organ, 
daughter of Rev. Samuel Morgan. A hey were married 
in the Hdray Methodist Church. (Mother,(Laura), 
lived in the Sdr&y parsonage. 

There children were: 


6 


Ada (Johnson, Curtain); Violet Markladd, Ivan, Creolat ; 
Silas, Paul, and Luther D. Sharp, Jr. (Dave) 



Pag* 2 

(David Kannah) 

Tears later, the baby Kary, who married Sam Gibson, herself had a daughter, Stella. 

Stella, oerhaps 10, vhen Kary got ready for the two of them to go visit her sister, Surah. 

Mery went in a room to get her wraps and a ina vision there stood two young men she 

didn't know. One said "don't be frightened, we're Otha and Joe. We've come to help 

Sear your burdens. It mm* won't be long till you'll die too. Mary cried all the way 
from Sam Giboon's home to Sarah's. She dried her tears before going in. Stella told 
Sarah that her mother cried all the way. It was then that Mary asked Sarah to raise 
Stella if she died. Mary died shortly and Stella lived with Sarah. 

A few years ago, Dr. Elizabeth Kubler*Rc38, a noted psychiatrist, who has worked with 

many clinical-death cases, requested a transcript of Mr. Sharp's redordings of the 
incident. 

References: Luther Jh»rp. Ail'd. £ ibson. ,j 

Subtil* to<! by -4-V4-/1 

DAVID IAMKAI 

and Otha's Vision. j s* 

(Spouses in parenthesis) David's children underlined. 

DAVID, hurried in lannah cemetary on Ilk, no marker, (fester Zicmfeoee). 

Melinda (John Rose) a son Robert, a daughter Stella man led Ierbert loaner. Stella 
died 1980 at 90 in Elkins. Sarah 1844-1906 (Silas Sharp), mother of L. D. Sharp; 
genry (Margaret McClure) he and son Ernest moved ts Artesia, S. M.; Otha and Joe died 


References: Luther Jh^rp, All'e. £ jbson. 

Sa'hTii **•«< by p-X^Sf -4-V,'<t/L-p 


livid umi 

and Otha's Vision. 


(Spouses in parenthesis) David's children underlined . 

DAVID, hurried in lannah ceaetary ea Ilk, ae Barker, (tester Zicafeose). 


Melinda (John Rose) a son Robert, a daughter Stella aarried Ierhert loaner. Stella 


died 1980 at 90 in Elkins. 3arah 1844-1*08 (Silas Sharp), aether of L. D. Sharp; 


Henry (Margaret McClure) he and sen Ernest moved ts Artesia, H. M.; Otha and Joe died 


at about 12; Mary (Sam Gibson) mother of Stella who aarried Wade Fisher; Rev. George 
(Leah Grimes), his five children: Silas (Lula Foster) linten; Josie (Will Louis) 


Huntingon; Edna (Arthur Foster); Paul'(Irene) who's son killed at Pearl Harbor; and^losc 


Sarah's brother. Jee died of diotheria and Otha soon died of it toe while his father David 

Dfh' i P 


had gone up Elk to a sale to buy a colt for Hester . Me regained life to the surprise of 


his mother. When his father was returning just over the hill he told hie mother that 


David bought her a calf instead of a colt, which he did. 5e told his mother that he could 


take the baby, Mary, who later married Sam Gibson, and dace her in the fireplace and not 


a hair of her head would be harmed, hut she refused. Otha told them he saw Aunt Martha 


Juzzard in Heaven, who he had never seen. That his brother, Joe, had been saved and in 


eaven. re took them outside and showed them the lit-upheavens. le then threw a red 


handkerchief up to the celling and it stayed there. Hester had supper ready se they ail 


mu* sat down to eat. David said: "Otha, you didn't eat". Otha said "the Savisur fesd 


on light loaf, milk and honey while yea were eating". They could smell a honey odor 


afterwards. Otha asked his : 


: father to put a pallet *at the fireplace to lie down. 


a few minutes he went to the eternal sleep of his forefathers. His body was taken 


the lannah cemetary and hurried at 2 P. M. at which time the handkerchief fell from 








lalyfork, *. 7c. School* 


ra *“ ; 

The fifth aebeel wee • feur-roou brick eobool known ae the “Seneca Trail Consolidated 
odnol“ It had a gymnaalua, a kitchen, furnace and running water i 
Ira Brill of the sohool Board promoted the Building of t hie new school which opened 
** In the fall of 1930. That fall we had a powerful football teas of well-grown beys 
which included da Tanderenders, lealee, Hannah*, Wooddella, Gibsons, and Sharp . But, 
the taaa didn't bre any unlforae. Hlllebero had bean n winning teas for yeara. 

KarllnBn was enxloue for tone one to Boat lllleBero and sent their uhlforas over to 
the Shaijdbrk sohool on the Beynolde Bus line. The word gTXXI got to us that HllleBoro 
hoard about our ertra large teas. They Called by phon* oenoellng our only gaae 
eeheduled fr the yenr 1 

After uahy years It closed, about the 1950'•, md the studente were than Bused to 
the Merllnton sdiool. 

The fi ref principal of the school was Robert lades, Other teachers were Paul Shsip 
(aleo a orlnolpal), Lucille lrlgb , Louise Mcleol the preecit W. Ta. Feet Laureate, 
Florence Toward, leoky Slarene, Ruth Cunninghau, Mr. La Rue, Orda Hill, Hugh Keere, 


^kable /cVeel, Mr. Kell Conrad, Vanda Lee Suith, Deacon Shinnaberry, and Jotepnlne Wooddell. 
footnote: For a period, about 1923, L. D. Sharp and ^age Hannah were the Trustees. 


It was their duty to hire the teachers. 


Submitted by Jj/folj?* 

Daws Sharp, Cincinnati 
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Slaty Fork School No. 23 

EDRAY DISTRICT 
^ Pocahontas Co., West Virginia 


Pupils 


Beatrice Shelton 
Leola Simmons 
Dorthv Hannah 
John Shelton 
Frank Carter 
Arlie Hannah 
Luther Sharp, Jr. 
Sarah Shelton 
Earl Carter 


Eva Hannah 
Cora Hannah 
Porter Hambrick 
Kathleen Carter 
Steward McNeely 
Donald Johnson 
Verdin McNeeJy 
Mary Francis Cromer 
Ruth Simmons 


VIOLET LITTLEFIELD, 
RUTH CUNNINGHAM. 


Lexie McNeely 
Hubert Bonner 
Joe Carter 
Emma Cromer 
Louise Painter 
John Victor, Jr. 
William Victor 
Julian Shelton 


Wanietta Bonner 
Richard Carter 
Elbert Cromer 
Lyle Painter 
Arietta Higgins 
Lughvan Victor 
Norman Hannah 
Pearl Simmons 




Slatyfork Schoola —Continued Genevieve Sharp 


This is the way I renember the teachers at the Slatyfork School 
(now the church) 

1924- 1925 Genevieve Sharp 

1925- 1926 Pauline Guyer 

1926- 1927 Violet Littlefield and Ruth Cunningham 

** 1927-1928 Pauline Cuyer and Gay Hannah 

1928-1929 Stella Conrad Finch KHS (my sister) and Gaye Hannah—Kerr 
1929 and 1930 Charlsie (Charlise)Beverage k Gaye Hannah. 

1930-1931 I believe the history book we just received gives Seneca 
Trail Sohool the year 1930-1931. 


I am not real sure when the two rooms came into existence (partition). 
But I believe Pauline worked on that the first year she was there and 
it oame to pass that first year she taught or the following year. 

I looked it up in the history book and they have it dated 1931-1932 
when Seneca Trail started. So I am not sure who taught in 1930-1931 
Maybe the Seneca Trail School came that year—1930-1931. 


Davet Doo Hannah taught one year at Slatyfork. It may have been 1923- 

1*24. 

Dave: An end of school year, April 29, 1927* Violet Littlefield and Ruth 
Cdnningham gave the students a smd. 1 booklet for the Slatyfork Sohool #23 
Edray District and listed the students. So the above years listed must 
be correct. 


Upper Grades 

eTF 


Beatrice Shelton 
Leola Simmons 
Dorothy Hannah 
John Shelton 
Frank Carter 
Arlie Hannah 
Luther Sharp Jr. 

Sarah Shelton 
Earl Carter 

Ruby Mitchell 
(Teaoher Littlefield) 


Eva Hannah 
Cora Hannah 
Porter Harabriok 
Kathleen Carter 
Steward MoNeely 
Donald Johnson 
Verdin McNeely 
Mary Frances Cromer 
Ruth Simmons 


Primary Room 

Lexie Me Neely Wanletta Bonner 


Hubert Bonner 
Joe Carter 
Qnma Cromer 
Louise Pinter 
John Victor, Jr, 
Willian Victor 
Julian Shelton 
Helen 


Richard Carter 
Elbert Cromer 
Lyle Painter 
Arietta Higgins 
.Lughvan Victor 
Norman Hannah 
Pearl Simmons 
Johnson 


(Teacher Cunningham) 


Dorothy (Hannah) Fltzwater said these teaohers taught at the (church) 
school house! Ruth Moore (her first teaoher, also Dave’s), Charlcie Beverav 
Stella Fench, Genevieve Sharp, Gaye Hannah, Lila Orndorf Ruth Cunningham, 
(not neeessiarly in that order) And ''.rlene Judy taught at the new brick 
school—probably it’s first year of use?. 

Frank “annah said the following taught school at the school that burned! 
n«oT.ce Brieht (Frank*s first teacher), Dave Baughman, Emma ih Howard, 
Lesslle Judy, Sadie Hannah, Mary Hannah, Eva (Hannah) Beale, Allie Gibson, 
Jessie Hannah. 

I Naomi Pauline Guyer, teacher 1927-28 May 1, 1928 "Year Book". 

Pupils: 4th grade! Hubert Bonner, Dick Carter, Mary Sage, "Waneita"Bonner, 
Mary Frances Cromer, Ray Sage. >th: Arlie Hannah, Verdin McNeely, Luther 
Sharp,Jr, Don Johnson,Mattie Sage, Ruth Simmons,Catherine Wilfong; 6th! 
Porter Hambriok, Steward McNeeley, Chas. Smith; 7th! Kathleen Carter, 
Dorothy Hannah, Cora Hannah, Leola Simmons,; 8th: Reta Curr ( Kerr )misspelle 
, F.va Hannah, Maiie Sage. (Dave apparently age 11 in May, and was 12 on 
June 8th, 1928 (Apparently a two-room sohool. Helen Johnson not mentioned 
so she must have been in about 3rd grade—? 

(Edray Sub-district No. 23. Upper Grade Room. Sltyfork ) 



TBX 3LATTT0I® MIT MODI ST CHURCH 




The first services aoparently were held In school krari houeee In the 1850c end 1870c. 
Xn the 1900c eerrloes were in the now-gone school house beside the Slatyfork creek, 
and near the nrocent church. The charter nowhere of the ohurch of the recent 
75 to 100 years were L. D. Sharp, Sms Gibson, San Hmnab, eto. 

Since about 1920 the present church tei held serrlees in the last one-reon school 
heuse until 1930 when the sane scheol howe was turned over to the ohurch, and at 
which tine the sohoel mowed intethe new brick building. 

The menbers remodeled the ohurch, changing the *ntranee to the now front, putting 
a steeple on it aid dug a basement for a fhrnace. Charlie leale, Iran Sh- rp, 

Oscar Kerr, Eugene Hannfti, Trank Hannah and others mo rked weeks diggir^ the basement. 
Harwey Bright, a carpenter-cabinetmaker (also a watchmaker) was engaged in Making 
all ftie benches etc. for the church. 

1. D. Sharp I was superintendent of the Sunday school for many of the years he 
was a number. Others whs were alse Superintendents were Eugene Hannah, Iran 
Sh>rp, Frank Hannah, etc. 

Soma of the ministers were But. Sam Morgan (1889-1 894 ) (father of L. D. Sharp's 
wife, Laura.), Hew. Hill, But. Powers, lew. Combs, lew. Long,, her. T. H. Taylor, 

Rot. Clareneo Polrson, low. Skaggs,, low. Crewfcird, BeT. Kitohim, Rot. Oum and 

:l 

Rot. lira Bennot. / 

In tho 1930s and 19^0s there wore 60 te 4 70 attending Sunday sarTioes. With 
most of the lumber relied Jobs gone and many yaung ooopls moring to tho cities, 
the membership is new email. 


Submitted by 

QeuSl t 

Paul L. Sharp 
723 Avenue D 

Port leches, Texas, 77$51 





The Marlinton and Slk Mutual Telephone Co. [ 

Since 1*99 Pooahontae county has had telephone service. The flret line cause from 
leverjy in Randolph county, entering Pocahontas county at Mace. A Dr. losworth built 
the line from loverly to Marlinton, which was finished in August 1899* Later that 
saae year the line was extended up and down the aounty. About 1910 the Marlinton and 
81k Mutual Telephone Co was established. Each stockholder bought a wall phone and 
paid about $5 * year or the equivalent in laber. Some non-stockholders paid rent te 
use their phones. Chestnut poles were set and a single wire was strung between the poles. 
Charles McGuire, 3aa Gibeon, Otis Gibson and Jake Hoover were some of the repairmen 
or linemen. A magnetic generator was Cranked to cause all the bells in all the phones 
on the line to ring. When the reoeiver was lifted off the phone hook two dry aell 
batteries began providing the power to carry the audio over the wire. There was a 
line from Marlinton whldb terminated at L. D. Sharp's store with 20 phones in between 
on the line. If you wanted to talk to some one in Marlinton, or a long distance call, 
you would crank the phone a "short" and a "long" and "central" would answer and oonneot 
you with your oarty. Many times "central" (the operator) would hare to repeat every 
word both ways for a long distance conversation. A "short" was about one turn of 
the crank. A "long" was about 3 turns of the crank. Central Ignored all otto r rings 
which were direct sails to neighbors on the immediab li* . lahh ohone had a different 
arrangement (oode) of "longs" and "shorts" . If some one wanted to oall, for instance, 

L. D. Sharp, he would crank two " shorts" end two "loop". Others on the line were 
supposed to not olck up their receivers when the phone rang for some one else, tut 
usually there was one or more listening to the conversation. That is how they heard 
the "newe" .* There were many h-way, or more, conversations. Mr. Shnrp said a man 
cpme in the store in 1899 and heard him talking on the phone to George P, Moore at Edray 
and asked him if the wire was hollow to carry the voice l Apparently the phone was an 
exciting thing and it was used for amusement sometimes. Mr. Sharp said he and a preacher 
at Edray sand a song together 12 miles apart, Mr. Sharp singing tenor and the preacher 
soprano. Thsre are many interesting pranks and stories about this 20-psirty line that 
is not printed. 

Submitted by Dave Sharp end Raymond Mace (i .y 

Cincinnati Slatyfork v • ;’ 1 
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Sotet on the fjh telephone ti/tiem — by Raytnnd ;,i ace. 

(Concurred by Lave Sharp) 




According to Pru.ce. 'a Hit tor" o * Pockontat Qoioiiy, the fi/tti telephone 
■line. wat completed betoeen Qe.ve.nhi "nd fnr lint on in Augutt , fS 7*?. Thit un a 
/ mown at the Botworih linn and nxit the fimtt telephone Ime in the county. 

I do not hnonj the name of the promoter and buil.le.r, except that he waA a 
member of the omoninent Botworih family living Ln the '.'uttontvilJe-Beverly 


Opponenthf. the Botworih line lotted only fifteen on tweni" yeart, and 
perhapt not that long. ^ T,robably during Vonld 'ban I on thorilg afiemvardt 


l believe, 


the 


'uie uri a 

f'inlinion and £lk P-utual Telephone (j/nnnny. It cont it ted of a tingle wine 
timing between chettnut poiet. Pant of the telephone ownert utinr. ihit line 
•were renter/* and pant were ttockholdert. During the l r }20 , t Sutie £ ihton, 
Fnanh't aunt, left £lk and moved to Fa ml inton, 'He bought, KenpA thame in the 
telephone co moan//. # Fy gnandfathen Sam Aider owned a telephone but he wat 
a render. It it my imprettion that the telephone, line extended no fanthen 
than L. 0. Shanp't place. Qwrlie. Beale hnd a iele'Aone, but anyone who 
detined to talk to him from flk had to have hit coll nouted by way of Qatt 
and then to Linuood. Veo Hannah would anobablu know ihit. 


O 


The old telephone Line gradually fell apart, and tenvice wat 
impottible. In the late 1^20't, tometime after lit. 2/1 wat completed, 
a move unt made to re-organije the company and build a new line. Theme 
wene to be no nenient. Anyone withing to hove a telephone had to be part 
of the company. A family could have a telephone by contributing labor or 
money. Fy father, contributed labor. The line wat a tingle wire timing 
between chettnui poiet. n lineman or tmou/ilethoater wot appointed at 
the tioc/iholdertt' meeting. I remember that Jake Hoover wat lineman tor 
a time, and I believe Qxarlet FcAjuine wat alto o too diet hooter or repairman 
a one time. 

Af ' 

Jim Baer owned h central * or the exchange at Farlinton. Any call 
through another tytiem hod to be twitched by the. PhrLinton exchange. At 
one time there were two fjk telephone linet. On the Phrlinton tide of 





The Marllnton r nd Elk M utual Telephone Co 


Listed kelow are the "rings" (or oodee) of the outsorthere that were exiled 
"longs" sod "shorts". L. D. Sharp’s ring was two shorts rnd t wo lone*. It was 
first used at the old hone place and later transfered to the store Viildlng when It 
was kullt. Iran Sharp who lired at the tig house used two longs and two shorts. 
Central - Telephone Operator _ __ 

l. D. Shaxp __Lake Reed __. 

ITan 3h*rp (Hugh Sharp_ Charlie MoHuire _" 

dene Hannah Coal Soales , Villie Oltson 

Seneoa Trail School ________ Soy Shearer 

Vanless (salon) __ An os Say _ 

Leu Sit sen _ _ Bella Maae "J 

Lee Hannah _ Jake Koorer __ 

San M. Alteon _ __ __ Helen Hannah 

San D. Hannah ___ D 

Too Hannah 

Clark Hmnah ____ 

Tred Mullenaz 


Raymond Maoe furnished the following "rings'* 
Marllnton (Central) _ __ 

Darts Maoe __ 

Harry Tarner __ _ _ 

Harry Shelton __ 

Mallnda Hannah _ 

J. A Oltson __. 21 

James Oltson _ 

Lottie Cltso n _“ 

Lather Sharp _ _ < 

Slatyfb rk _ 


Robert Oltson _ 

3are Rider _ 

Hugh Hannah ______ 

Villlwr Hmnah _~ 

Villlnm Tamer . 

r<oek Oltson __ 

John laaghman . 

_*He mist hare keen on the Elk "Short* 
11m as he lired at Marital on” 
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£lk Fountain ihene was a line kno'un as the Shon + {Ik Line. A telephone 
o<ineA on oun side of. £lh fountain hod to use Qenlnnl to talk to people on 
the othen tide. I believe the shont line was used ''if people in the {dnat/ 
parti of the county. I am not tune whethen the Shoal {Ik Line existed often, 
the new line wa4 built in the late 1920 's. 


In the Inle l93D's the Fedenal §ovewnent '•ecnne mone interested in 
the {lb anea, and a sub-camp of the {• Q. {• wn/> established acnoss the 
niven fnom us j on the spot uhene Flotfd fjalfond once lived. Then it was 
decided to nehulld the Flanl inton and {jib f'utual Telephone stfstem, with 
the Qovennment funnishing the mrtenial and labon. Consenuenil//, a new line 
was b’jill. Sew poles wene enecled and a double line ms stwmgbetween ther 
Some if eons Ip ten, penhnps in the !9SP '*> the Chesapeake and Potomac Te/eph< 
Company took oven telephone conmunication on {Ik. 


Telephone nates on the f'nnlinton and £Ik f'lulual Telephone senvice wen 
cheap. If I nememben connect hi f the yeanly telephone dues wene fo>un on fb 
do linns. I am ^ainly sttne t^e/f neven neached ten do Hans. {yen then, th 
wene some people who had to be sued on threatened befone they would pat/ t‘ 
telephone bill. Also, it must be added, fnee c/lls wene dlscounnged. If 
a stnangen stopped at a min r s house to call fon help in pelting his automobile 
stanted, he was supposed to patf f on the call. I believe it was a dime • I 
dotbi that most people even collected. It just ‘would not be neighborly. 


dene is a list of calls 
things. 

on l, nings ,f fnom a papen I fotjnd among 

Davis fkzce 

Pobent Ijihson 

danny Vannen 
dannjf Shelton 
fStlinda d-nnah 

Sam Piden 

Hugh n annah 

William dannah 

j. A. {jibson 

_ _ William Vannen 

7 fjohn Baughman 

_ Dock $ihson 

jtmes fj&son 

Lottie Fjibson _ 

Lnthen Shr-np 

Willie F/ibson 

Fla nlinton 

_ " 0 

^ Sh ltf. Fonk 

_ Tj X rer-'tx'^ >. < 

— 

j ;0<JL* chAn.j. 

V 




j t C&ll i C t 

kite'* > 


n 

v- 



1 am rxoi Aune which peniod of time La ne.pneAent.ed by ihe ' nines a 1 
have, typed- hene. Ii muAi have, been eanty in ihe /^X'a. Hupk Hannah 
haA been gone fjwm £lk a loop iime. Tenhapa he woa pant of. ihe Shoni {JLk 
AtjAiem. AIao, William Hannah haA been dead Aince ihe l*) 20 'a, HLa name 
could have been kepi on ihe IxAt of AubAcnibe/tA, howeven, l am pu%%led a 
bli. Something elAe pu^leA me, Sam Hannah and Sam ^LitAon wene not included 
in ihe liAt, Both familleA had ielephoneA. Sam §i.bAon 'a "/ting " uxla 

Sam Hannah' a nurken uxla _ . In ihe veng eanty ty20 'a Page Hannah 

had a telephone, bui l don'i xememben KLa numben. 


SometimeA a telephone omen would lei hiA baitenieA nun down, ThLA 
would pneveni him fnom getting a meAAage io whomeven he called. Then Aome 
good aouI would nelay htA meAAage , Someone woa altuaA iLdiening. Ai iimeA 
ihene wene foun-way convenAaiiorlo 'lading place. On LccnAion a in.ee would 
fall on ihe line, on ihe line would get on the gmound. ThiA alwayA cauAed 
pnoblmA, A bad telephone would poiAon ihe whole Ai/Aiem, An incident 
duning the WJD'a La wo nth mentioning, Peopled ielephoneA alt up and down 
tyik wene /tinging ai intenvalA, bui nobody could be heand talking, Fon a 
few hou/tA on a dag on ao people nan ihemAelveA nagged anAwening ihein phoneA, 
only io find no one ihene, Lee. Hannah told me ihai he infonmed Jennie ihni 
Sii>Aon woa dnunk again and uxla uaLoq ihe telephone. did 

get ihai wag once in a do%en yeana on ao, but ihia iime he waA innocent. 

Aften a ihonouph Aeanch fon ihe inouble, it woa located on Lake Reed' a Q,bu 

place. Ii uxla Airmen iime and a powen line which woa -JuAi banety above 
ihe ielephone line goi warn and expanded, dappling jaAi enough io iouch 
the ielephone line uhen the wind blew on when ihe line goi a bit wa/tmen. 


Our Pooahontas Cel Country Doctors 


I ft 

Dr. Cameron of Mace vu a typical country doctor and ho hod perhaps the only Stanley 
Steaaor ear In the county. About 193*+ my brother. Si, asked os if I wanted to go to 
7 Dr. Cameron with hia for a eheek-up. Wear the and of Si's chock-up Dr. Cameron picked 

C?v 

up his only and obviously many-time used wooden tongue depressor, and before Si oould 
react. Dr. Cameron used it to examine his throat l Half the stick was very dirty froa 
bolding it in his hand. The other end was clean froa aany previous tongues l Dr. 

Caaoron glanced at m and asked if I waited hia to oheok ay throat. 1 promptly declined, 
le showed us soae bent glass tubing fitted into bottles eto. and to a smroe of heat 
that he Invented to use steaa to cure T. 1. in lungs. Be said the steaa would kill 
the geras but he hadn't solved the problea of injury to the patient 1 Maude Ball of 
Mingo eald he told aarvy unique stories including this one. Dr. Caaaron made a house-call 
and when he found the patient in severe pain he deoided to operate to see what wae wrong. 
Be opened the abdoaen and found the gut separated. Be asked fbr a peeled potatee and 
a needle and thread. Be slipped the potatoe in the gut to hold it round so he could 
eef around the tear oleanly. With the gut sewed back like new, he slipped the potatoe 
-j' to one side and crushed it with a squeese of his hand so it would "pass on through". 

Be said the patient had a good recovery 1 

Dr. Jla Price was "Mr. Pocahontas County Doctor". Be had a typical oountry dootor's 
office right la town. After examining a patient he Issued whatever pills or liquid 
medicine needed from one of the hundreds of bottles. Jars etc. settle on tables, shelves 
and the floor. There was a pathway through bottles and Jars on the floor from the door 
to his consultation desk. Tonda Sharp reoelved an "A" on her college assignment when 
she wrote a loving aooount of Dr. Jim and his office. During the depression when banks 
were closing all ever the country, it was reported that Dr. Jin, in order that hie bank 
would ba etrong if there would be a "run on the bank", got a leather bag and rode to 
Washington, D. C. with some bonds and brought baok about $60,000 of paper money in a 


bag. The bank emerged from tbs great depression in great Aape. 







dene. Id morn, info/mat urn which 1 copied fnom The Tocahontad Timed, 
tymuanu f t /?/ 4 . 

"The. dinetiond ol lhe flhn.lin.lon and £lh flujtunl Telephone Company met 
Saiundmf, The officend ane L. 0 . Shnnp, pnedideni; S. flic Dilleif, vice- 
pnedident and yenenal manage*; 0. §ibdon, decneianif. and ineadunen. The 
moot imponiani budinedd inandaci&d wad lhe cut* in# out of fn.ee phoned 
alien ( ]anunnif. // ihe exiendinn o f ihe dho/Li line wine do»m. £Jh uheneven 
the extension of ihe comparti/'d budinedd p/diified Li; ihe coopenniion of ihe 
F diffene n i muiual companded enieninn ihe flanlinion dwUchboand will be adbed 
in onden to indial ■ iwo phoned, one in ihe Q & diaiion and ihe oihen in 
ihe fneighi office", 

Thid would de&n io indicaie ihai ihe old Bodwonih line had been neplaced 
by ihe flkinlinion and £lh (Mutual Telephone line domeiime befone. 


r«l* 2 &ur rooahor* • Co. Country Doctors. Pngs 2 \*)y 

Dr. Co for, the Slatyfork dootor about 19?.4 far* $5 to the student Who memorised the 
most lible versee during the year. The teaoher reported to him that Donald Jehneoa 
r>y won It and be was given the money the last day of school Donald carefully hid the % 

$5 under his bed till the County Talr opened that sumner. le took his $5 with hia. 

Mis grsadfather, L. D. Sharp, asked hia about his *5. Donald said he lest it all en 
those gambling wheels', i Later, Donald, while riding a biaycle near the company etsre, 
ran into the haok da of the walking Dr. Cofer and blew out a tire, with no injury to 
Dr. Cofer. Dr. Cofer also removed (rises from Donald's faoe, arms, and legs when 
Donald put a match in a bottle of gunpoweder l 

Other doctors at Slatyferk ^rad Dr. Cox and Dr. ip Styers who had the first motercyolo 
in the area. A picture of the motorcycle exlete. 

Another noted dootor was Dr. Kbit* Norman Prloe whs ran a foot race with an Xngllshaan 
from Randolph ooanty to Karlinton, which story is printed eleewhars in this book. 


Submitted by Dare Sharp, Cincinnati. 


Idltori You nay edit, corrsot spalling, grammar and remora any iteas you think 
ualnteraotli*. 




The Croat Practical Joke in Reverie ! 

Slatyferk 1*14 

*u*h 3harp, a bachelor, who lived at 31atyfork had Mrs.^Shovalter dein* the house¬ 
keeping and a man named Taylor Raatey dein* eeae farain* on the dace. Hugh laved 
hie eeveral hives of bees he keft inside his yard fence, lee huntIn* was kit sport. 
With honey in his class bee-trap he weald *e into the woeds until he ft and a tree 
with hees. Ie seldea out the tree, hut carved his initials en it te indicate that 
It was his tree, le worked withes*tees without a veil over his face and elalaed 
they never ever stun* hla. I If they did he wouldn't admit it. 

Ivery evenin* after supper he would always take a stroll past his hives te enjoy 
seein* then work. The two etayln* there decided to play a practical Joke on hla 
se they secured a "patented" snake" that looked Just like a real snake and placed 
it a t the south of one of the hives in a manner that looked like it was eatin* 
his hees. This day lu*h took his stroll and he noticed the snake a few hives up the 
rew. le hacked up and yet a stick and slipped up on it with his stick raised. Ie 
suddenly realised it was a fake snake and knew that they were watchin* hla. Ie did 

soae quick thlnkln*. Ie prooeded to turn around toward the heuee without leokln* up 
AT 

and after a quick "preppeatloa" I did a wee-wee on the ground.! Well, that turned the 
practical Joke around on then, as he knew they wouldn't tease hia about the snake 
eat in* His hees ! And they didn't . 


ep 


Submitted by 


Dave Sharp 
4171 Paxton Weeds Drive 
Cincinnati. Ohio 45209 






Editor: you aay edit the story for Topical Rlstory. ZU To shorten it you al*ht 
leave out about his bee hunting. Correct any grammar. (Hugh Sharp was hern in 1846.) 



The Croat Practical Joke in Reverse ! 
Slatyferk 1914 




Pugh Sharp, a bachelor, who lived at 31atyfork had Mrs.^Showalter doing tha house¬ 
keeping and a aan naaed Taylor Raasey doing tone faming on the place. lugh lorod 
kio several hives of bees ho kopt insldo hlo yard fence, lee hunting was hie eport. 
With honey In hit glaae hee-trap he weald ge into the woods until he ftand a tree 
with heet. le eeldea out the tree, hut carred hit Initials on It to indicate that 
it was his tree, le worked withes*hoes without a Tell orer hlo face and elalaed 
they newer ewer stung hla. I If they did he wouldn't adalt It. 

Ivery evening after supper he would always take a stroll past his hires to enjoy 
seeing thea work. The two staying there decided to play a practical joke on hla 
so they secured a "patented" snake" that looked Just like a real snake and placed 
It a t the aouth of one of the hives In a Banner that looked like It was eating 
his heet. This day lugh took his stroll and he noticed the snake a few hives up the 
row. Ie hacked up and got a stick and slieeed up on It with his stick raised. Ie 
suddenly realised It was a fake snake and knew that they were watching hla. Ie did 
soae quick thinking. Ie proooded to turn around toward the house without looking up 
and after a quick "prepaeatlom" I did a wee-wee on the ground.! Well, that turned the 
practical joke around on thea, as he knew they wouldn't tease hia about the snake 
eating his hoes l And they didn't . 


ep 


Submitted by 


Dare Sharp 
4171 Paxton Weeds Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45209 






Editor: you aay edit the story for Topical History. ZU To shorten It you night 
leave out about his bee hunting. Correct any granmfr. (Pugh Sharp was born in 1846.) 
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THEitii ,•'•■. •)'/ sTIf.i :3 nillos for no apparent 

I I "a reason. In that year also 


In 171HT tiii) cuu'.ncm one 
of Pendleton woi pushed 
eou'hv/prd a varying dis- 

tnn >‘9 of four to twelve 
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! ^Histoiy^r 

1 f By Jessie Beard Powell j 

! / Traveller’s Repose /i 

5 U [Political History] II 

, U How We Ceme To Bo In (J 
•; I Pocahontas County ^ 

■ I] I sometimes think of and I] 
I j| compare this remote sec- H 
1 H tion of Pochontos, the Up- H 
I i per Greenbrier, or Trav- B 

• eller’s Repose, to an or- D 


[ reus on. In that year also , 
both Doth and Pendleton 
woro enlnrgcd by being r 
made to ti>H In the Up- a 
per Greenbrier Valley, r 
Tlius, tholr wort br/rders 
wero changed from the. 
crest of tfemrin Alio- 
y;hany to L’ack /HI- ;;hnny 

fthb —rp _ ui * ! 

I Pc iidlot otund Pathjrvthe, ■ 

l waJ 4ty_ petit i on^ o f the 8 
ettjers thertT*^i he orphans 
ulJUwr.d to choose. 
Settlers of Traveller’s Re- 
poae went with Pendleton. itt 
[ In 1821 Pocahontas waa, 
being formed so the remote V 1 
section of Bath and Pendl e- _ 
ttm becamg a part oi t^e A \ 
new~ coun ty. Hath at~thaf^ 
/same time was diminished:! 


o nepone, io an or- z zr m mw 

phan. An orphan child is ' /? flm . e tune was diminished j? 
without natural parents, /H 1 8 *? e to th® south by thel!] 
often has more than a lopping off of Alleghany ™ 


u oo muru man a 
normal number of adoptive 
parents, is tossed about 
from pillar to post, and is 
sometimes allowed by the 
courts to make its own 
decision as to where it will 
go. 

We began as part of 


"'rr ul 6 «»» nuegnany 1 
County. It was intended by 
ithe Virginia Legislature 
[ that the western county be 
called Alleghany and the 1 
eastern county, Pocahon- ^ 
tas. They were accidental- ’ j 
ly changed by the en- <2! 
grossing clerk. They would * 
have been much more ap- V 

‘nrnnripfo K a ,i t ’ 1 


Grange Dountv. Vj rginj h\ nave been much more ap- 
When Orange was divided J Propriate had they been l n 
in the fall session of the 0 na med as intended. 8 

Virginia Legislature in , 0 j Much later, in 1847. after u. 
17M it wnq unlit intn J the Staunton to Parkers- F 


n 
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compare this remote sec- H bein ,8 formed so the remote 
tion of Pochontas, the Up- 11 gection of Bath and Pendle - 
pcr Greenbrier, or Trav- H ton became a part oflh ej 
eller’s Repose, to an or- new~'cbqnty. Bath at~tha 
phan. An orphan child is /^e time was diminished) 
without natural parents, r j 11 8 *? e to the south by the 
often has more than a lopping off of Alleghany 
normal number of adoptive L ^ ount y- ft was intended by 
parents, is tossed about J 1 *?® Virginia Legislature 
from pillar to post, and is | that the western county be 

sometimes allowed by the / 081)6(1 Alleghany and the 

courts to make its own ' caste m county, Pocahon- 

decision as to where it will , tas - They were accidental- 

X). ly changed by the en- 

We began as part of ! grossing clerk. They would 
frange County , V jr gin jf n\have been much more ap- 
Vhen Orange was divided J propriate had they been 
i the fall session of the 0 nani ed as intended. 

'irginia Legislature in ; 0 j Much later, in 1847, after 
738, it was sp lit int o j *h® Staunton to Parkers- 
rederick and 'Augusta. U burg turnpike was built 
ugusta became "thetpart ur trough "the Divide,” our 


We began as part of 11 grossing clerk. They would 
Orange County , V jr fn^ y n\ have been much more ap- 
When Orange was divided J propriate had they been 
in the fall session of the 0 nanied as intended. 
Virginia Legislature in , 0 j Much later, in 1847, after 
1738, it was sp lit int o j die Staunton to Parkers- 
F rederick and "Augusta. [ p ( burg turnpike was built 
Augusta bccamo that part ur trough "the Divide," our 
extending 240 miles along Ri neighboring county of 
the crest of the Flue Ridge ;u< Highland was created from 


Mountain (running North 
and South) and then West ( 
to the Mississippi. Augusta , 
has been called the mother 
of Counties. Out of Au¬ 
gusta was carved Jour 
slates, a considerable por¬ 
tion of Virginia, as she now 
is, and thirty-three coun¬ 
ties southeast of the Ohio 
River, beginning with 
Botetourt in 17C9. 

Rockingham was carved 
from Augusta in 1778. In 
1787 the German settle¬ 
ment north of "The Di¬ 
vide,” that part of Rock¬ 
ingham west of tho Shenan¬ 
doah mountains, plus she-. 
es from Hardy and old Au¬ 
gusta wa3 made tho county j 
of Pendleton. Scarce ly tw o ’ 
years later Bath was~> 
stricken off f rom Ar rmsta si 

and partTof Botetourt and U 

Greenbrier. It tocli in that 3 ‘ 
rcction west of tho Shen¬ 
andoah rongo and at f ir t 
north ns "Tho Divide." * 
tho v/holo upper James 
River Pnrin. 


the southern part of ( 
Pendleton and the north- 1 
em part of Bath. At last, 1 
a meld of the Germans * 
.north of "The Divide" and ' 
• the Scotch-Iriah, south of^L 1 
/so, it would have be7?T] ( 
[quite possible for a child to 
| have been bom to an early I 
| settler of Traveller's Re-| 
pose in Augusta County in | 
1780, spend his childhood | 
in Augusta, grow to adult- [ 
hood in Bath, be married 
in Pendleton, and die in I 
Pocahontas and never leave t 
his own house. r 









i with a ramrod whan Si hit hla orer the head with a hoot Jack, 


. SI rai 


lip 


around tha houai 

iiles 


and faced Jake Slaaona who had Just shot Luther. la surrendered, „,..£ater Jn^tfcf day ^11» 


marching Silas aloi« tha road they captured 1111 Hannah . Tha other aan had a wery saall 
hand and when they wars handcuffed together for tha wslk south, ha thowed Silas ha cculd g 
tl* handcuff off, ▲ few daya later when the soldier on horseback takir* thaa south had to 
stop for a "call of nature" and set his gun against a tree a few feat fron where he was 
"sitting", Silas asked him to take the handcuff off and he'd make a run for tha gun, but thi 
other man was afraid. Silas was taken to Richmond and then to S&llsbiry, V. C, where he 
spent 23 months and 24 days in prison where thousands starred to death. They ats ruts, cat 
and doge a^t times to Sunrlre. In the 1920's " ID", son of Silas, stopped In at Salisbury 
nnd asked an old man with a long whits beard where the prison was. la told "ID" that all 
t the prisoners starred to death—to the last man. "ID" tried to conrinca tha man that his 
father lired through it, but the old man told him that he couldn't harel 

The captain In charge of RiSoonSf's I.lbby prison was cruel eren to hie own sen, who 
finally killed him. He issued an order that any prisoner that stuck his head or arm 
out the window would hare it shot off. The guards under him had a plan. One of the 
guards would fire a gun outside, which he did. The contain ran and stuck his head cut 


the window and they shot his lmad off—comulying with his order l Si told many times 

o 

- of the rejoicing of the prlsorers when the caotein was shot. 

Silas had two brothers, Henry aril lerhard, killed in action. "L. D." thought one Joined 
the North end the other the South. It was thought that Henry • killed att the Robert 
i Gibson place had Joined the South and was klllsd on nurpost V Ills awn aan because he may 
have been a spy for the Hortk—which he might hare been—? They reported that it was an 
accident, when hie men shot him whlls he was on picket duty at night there on the read. 

Uncle Hugh Sharp was a bet-hunter spprtsaan. He would find a bee-tree and carre his 
Initials on the tret, rarely cutting a tree for the honey. He teld the family ha after 
the war that he planned to go "bee hunting" orer the mountain and kill Jake 3iaaions for 
killing his little brother Luther, but he nerer made the aore. 

" L.D." has told us mahy times that his larent's family really didn't know clearly the 
issues and didn't know which side to Join. That's the reason 311m. Sharp, John Gibson 
and others didn't Join either side and camped .art of the time under a cliff at. the " Pine 
C8llrd " Sh " ,D ' S In °* H JUSt * ehla!th * Middle Mountain meadow. 



It # 0 


run with a ramrod whan Si hit hla over tha head with a hoot Jack. SI ran around tha houai 

. «. . ... M- - .» ... >.i« lUiOl !n ,r - "illes 

and faced 'Jake Slnaont who had Juat shot Lather. la surrendered, ,,,..£nter day ^11* 

Biarchlne Silae alone tha road they captured Jill Hannah . Tha other aan had a wary aaall 
^ hand and when they were handcuffed together for the walk aouth, he Phowed Sllaa he could c 
<Tffc» handcuff off. ▲ few daya later when the soldier on horseback taking thea south had to 
atop for a "call of nature" and set hla gun against a tree a few feet from where he was 
"sitting", Silas asked hla to take the handcuff off and he'd make a run fbr the gun, hut th< 
other man wae afraid. Sllaa was taken to Richmond and then to Salishiry, I. C. where he 
spent 23 months and 2k daya in prison where thousands starred to death. They ate rata, cat 
and doga aPt tinea to Survive. In the 1920'a " ID", eon of Sllaa, stopped in at Salisbury 
nnd asked an old nan with a long white heard where the prison was. le told ”LD" that all 
% the prisoners starred to death—to the last man. "ID" tried to convince tha nan that his 
father lived through it, hut the old man told hin that he couldn't havel 

The captain In charge of R^dtoomi's I.ihhy prison was cruel even to his own sen, who 
finally killed hin. Ip issued an order that any prisoner that stuck his hfed or arm 
out the vindov would have it shot off. The guards under him had a plan. One of the 
guards would fire a gun outside, which he did. The contain ran and stuck his head cut 
the window and they shot his head off—complying with his order i Si told many times 




of the rejoicing of the prisorers when the caotain was shot. 






MO* 

Silas had two brothers, Henry art lerhard, killed in action. "I.. D." thought one Joined 
the North end the other tfce South. It was thought that Rpnrv t killed atfc the Robert 
Gibson place had Joined ths South and was klllsd on uurposs V/ his own men because he may 
have been a spy for the Horth—which he might have been—? They reported that it was an 
accident, when his men shot him while he was on picket duty at night there on the road. 

Uncle Hugh Sharp was a bee-hunter smartsman. Ve would find a bee-tree and carve his 
initials on the tree, rarely cutting . tree for the honey. le told the family h. aft.r 
the war that he planned to go "bee hunting" over the mountain and kill Jake 3laaiono for 
killing his little brother Luther, but he never made the move. 

" L#D *" h6 * t0ld U8 **** that hi « Parent'e family really didn't know clearly the 

issues and didn't know which aide to Join. That's the reason Silas Sharp, John Gibson 
and others didn't Join either side and camped oart of the time under a cliff at the » Pine 
9^$ C8llrd " Sharo '* *nob" tehidthe Middle Mountain meadow. 



When Silas returned froa sleeuing on hard floor* In vrlson he aouldn't at first sleep 
^-^ln • bed. le was so skinny lifter his lone walk from the south that Sarah, his future 
iwlfe, didn't know hla when he came by her house. Jtxft 
After the war William Wrought a civil suit against a Captain Marshal and others, and we 
understand collected $500 for illegally taking his son, Si, a civilian, and sending him 
to prison. 

Apparently there were some SoutheiNsympathisers at King) as there 1* a very old and 
beautiful statue of Robert X, Lee behind an iron fence at Mings Flats, 

I have on file more details of the Iannahs, Gibsons.Sharps and svents of the Civil 
War at Slatyfork. 

Submitted by 
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Huntersville Target 
For Federal Army Raid 

The 1062 campaign hi Uie Al-loWrangc ns quickly as pnssil 


I •} _The Sun. Exponent-Telegram, Clarksburg. W. Va.. Feb. 4. 1962 shots, then fled In Warm Springs ,ing and he left (he flag flyingV 

_*_ Z _1----and Monterey. as he took his departure. \ 

n , *11 T* , Major Webster said In his of- . 

HlintPrSVllle 1 arffet liclalreport th* on entering the >"8 ‘he Confederates out of the 

11U1UC1 O V 1 Ut A at 5V/1 lown .. we found tl)e pbce dcscrt .!town and two hours in accomplish- 

~ r* 1 11 TV • 1 ed. the houses broken open, and , in 8 the r p a ' purpose of the raid, 

AflYlir IV Oirj goods scattered, the cause of (Webster turned back toward the 

TOY reaerai /AXiny ixdin. Which was soon stotetr by a UuttonSvillcbaA:. marching about 

fJ/J " returned citizen. The rebel com- ten miles to F.dray before en- 

The Hj62 campaign hi the Al- uNednge as quickly as possible. mam ] or , who is nol identified in camping for tliTiught. The task 
lcghcnyliighlands • in Wc“* Vir- ^ ne °f the men later enfessed that a ny report' had ordered the riti- force had had a hatd day; it had 
einia onened on the first day of l,e f?" tbat day on| y because he zcns to remove all their valuable marched 24 miles and had fought 
the new year with a strong raid- could not fly ' property ns he intended, if beat- two engagements - or skirmishes 

- - ' , , , '. Tlie bat Ue of Marlins Botton , en, to burn the town." The re- —that were more noted for foot- 

,n 6 fnrc< - from the Federa l winte r Greenbr 1erT5 rK ig C _ 0 “r by what- tr eating Confe derates did set fire work than action. The little army 
al - 1 u . r nS „ VI “r ovcT^rtlWTialRfozcn names it to alggcjiamlcontainin^cnm- reached Huttonsvillc on January 
m ih Tih 1 rnnniv nf bos been called, was an extremely missary stores before taking their 6th. having made a winter march 
Srihontos itPfeSmf n ° iSy aftair - but/ c,Uirr,y blood- W^re. of 1(8 miles in a little less than 

IHiiy ga rrisoned^ by some 250 less. Not a man was killed, and Webster a attacking force at six days, penetrated the enemy’s 
Confederate cavalry and infant not an man. Union or Confcder- Huntersville was about 600 men - country lh " rty miles furlhci . t | ian 

wltil i c.nSen y t of «mn£ "Port'd o^r^tracetrs ^cco^n.’od Tor a " y b ° dy 0f Fe<,Cral ,roo >’ ! had 

emililiP, was an important center was all sound and fury. fhe me?mS otrt onh^orieT- gone bcforc and rclurncd wUh al1 

liTtiic s ummer and fal l campaign The small brush at the covered „ j _ Kll . g * ,. g ' men, horses and wagons intact 

of liun' when it was the head- bridge did little more than to federate rcDorts said that he had and wilh only Private Oliver P. 
quarters of General W. W. Lor- halt the Federal raiders. Stop- 40l)0 ‘ lo 5 000 men No exact Hcrshce,'2$th Ohio Infantry, nurs 
. ing, who commanded the Army p i ng long enough to detach a figure, are’fixcd for the number iM g a wound in the arm. 
of the Northwest. CSA. Lonng guar d of fifty men to protect the „f Confederate defenders which. At the time Major Webster’s 

hod been called with his troops, bridge. Webster pressed on for the it seems, was composed of about foray was counted one of the most 

to re-enforce Stonewall Jackson s j x m ji e nm to Huntersville. Con- 250 mixed troops, units not identi- successful raids, for it did more 
m the Shenandoah^Valley; now federate pickets were encountered Tied, and a few militia hurr; d!y than scatter county militia at 

its only military' importance was about two miles from the town, called up the n ut before. In alllMarlins Ilottom and rout a small! 

as a supply center lor the Con- but a f ter tra ding a few slints with the Confederate force probably'force at Huntersville — the raid 
fcdcral '^TTlso 'hTunTfal? that the advance 8 uard - which did bad a ll str ? nB ‘ h ° f l ° 3r ’° mCn ' ,,lrcw a tremendous scare into 
with Warm n ° harm l ° eiU * r sidc ’ the pickctS In T lh ° . marching counter- the -Confederate command. Poca- 
•nr es bT Tfairly all S relircd Upon lhe main ^ shooting-and waste of honlas historian Andrew Price 

n ke'^Thiifhiehway coiddbe«£d dismounted cavalry drawn up in 8^^^-^er had one man said it .. made thelr ^ quirer 
1 nline of battle about a mile from funded - shot in the arm. The from Huntersville to winchester. 

j*t» it tvas being qed b, the jj*** *»>.<*» ? » f" !» “th. Ion "* “K” 1 

Southerners for their troops and ^ J"* a “^ a " of -Stores - and that loss caused evc ^ dl I5 Cl,0n car 7 ,n S/ l . dlS ' 

for transportalion of supplies "Bht. and with the balance of his rea j juffppj,,- in the confederate P ntchM ' They seemed I*, have 
funneled in from the central force moved up to make a frontn mountain c / mps , he bn)n T ce af agreed on the strength of the 
depots al Staunto n and \Va_rm attack. Firing became general all the wjnter Federal army as being 5,000 men 

Springs. ’ al01 '8 both lines, remarkable only tj,,. cons jderablc quantity of instead of fhe 738 that It actually. 

The Union high command at _ n °|: se * bul j* 10 ” l *T e Confedcr- Co nfederate stores fou nd in Hunt- was " > . 

Hultonsville determined to d estroy a,es dicovered, the Hank mpve- orsvillc were given to the flames -;- 

the center, though no Fe3eral mcnt l, ’ c - v , ren back to their because of lack of transportation riyir Club'to Hold 
troops had penetrated that far horses, hastily mounted and re- t0 carry them away. Major Webs- , *„ 

into the Confederate-held moun- treated to a position a half mile ter reported capture of 350 bar- Sweetheart ball 
t ain co untry! A task force was nearer the town. rcls of flour, 300 _fnljc<n>tj;ves The Clarksburg Welcome No* 

organized and at one o'clock in Webster’s troops crossed Knapps amounting to about 150,000 comers Club will hold its Sw 7 
the afternoon of Dec. 31 Major Creek and there he employed the pounds, 30,000 pounds of salt, and heart Ball from » to 12 f 
Ocorgc Webster. 25th Ohio , I n- same tactics as at the first stand; ' ar C a amounts « sugar, coffee. Saturday, Feb. 10, at the/ 
fantry, moved Out oTtlultonsvUlc two companies of the 25th Ohio rl< ; < y. bacon., clothing, etc. The Hotel, 
at the head of 400 of the men W were sent to the right at the base ’“J* ! , Persons attending w' 

Ins own regiment headed oward (lf a ,,ill to turn the Confederate ,a ^' r “"f n a ™^ w ” ‘o the music of the To- 
Huntersville. At Camp Elkwater lcft while Major 0 wcns with the ? ar ? S Ca T bincs ’ saber *’. borsc - Quartet and . midr' 






of Pendleton win pushe- 

southward a varying dis- , 
tanco of four to twelve 
miles for no apparent i 
reason. In that year also 
both Bath and Pendleton 
were enlarged by being r 
made to take in the Up- % 
per Oroonbrier Valley, r 
Thus, their west borders 
were changed from the*, 
crest of the main Alle¬ 
ghany to Bach Alleghany. n 


Srcoud Cla-s 

at Mirltnin, W. V». 24B.W 
TilG ltJC.diOI.TA8 TIMES 


Arwi 17, 


[ ^HHistory 5 ^ 

1 / By Jessie Beard Powell 
! / Traveller’s Repose 

* II [Political History] 

' If How We Camo To Be In 
I Pocahontas County 

M I sometimes think of and 
|J compare this remote sec- 

• H tion of Pochontns, the Up- 
| 1 per Greenbrier, or Trav¬ 
eller’s Repose, to an or¬ 
phan. An orphan child is 

, without natural parents, 

1 often has more than a 
1 normal number of adoptive 
1 parents, is tossed about 
from pillar to post, and is 
sometimes allowed by the 
courts to make its own 
decision as to where it will 
go. 

f We began as part of 
Qranpe Co unty. Vir gjnj. 

1 When Orange was divided 
' in the fall session of the 
Virginia Legislature in 
1738, it was spli t in to 
Frederick and Augusta. 

■ Augusta became 'that part 
: extending 240 miles along 
1 the crest of the Blue Ridge 
1 Mountain (running North 
and South) and then West 
to the Mississippi. Augusta 
has been called the mother 
of Counties. Out of Au¬ 
gusta was carved lour 
stales, a considerable por- 

* tion of Virginia, as she now 
' is, and thirty-three coun- 
’ ties southeast of tho Ohio 

River, beginning with 
1 Botetourt in 1769. 

Rockingham was carved 
from Augusta in 1778. In 

• 1787 the German settle¬ 
ment north of "The Di- 

i vide,” thnt part of Rock¬ 
ingham west of the Shenan¬ 
doah mountains, plus slic¬ 
es from Hardy and old Au¬ 
gusta was made the county 
I of Pendleton. Scarcely two t 
| years inter Bath was " 
stricken off from Augusta • 
and puts oiMBotctourt e nd i 
1 Greenbrier. It took in that ' 
section west of the Shen- 
' andoah range and ns for J 
north as “The Divide,” I 
! the whole upper James 
River Basin. 


Pendleto; 


\ settlers there ?*’! he orphans 
wEro'flUowed to choose. ,p 
Settlers of Traveller’s Re- 
B?*.e went with Pendletoru 
In 1821 Pocahontas wa\, 

" being formed so the remoter 1 
section of Bath and Fendl e- 
g>n became arparToTThe /L 6 
nevTcoUBty. " BatH~ai thaf ^ 
/same tune was diminished IT 
'in size to the south by the lit, 
lopping off of Alleghany r 
County. It was intended by • 
(the Virginia Legislature 1 
f that the western county be \ r 
called Alleghany and the l 
eastern county, Pocahon- V.1 
tas. They were accidental- 1 
ly changed by the en- 
grossing clerk. They would f 
^have been much more ap- \ t 
propriate had they been t n « 
named as intended. “ , 
Much later, in 1847, after or 
the Staunton to Parkers- R 


11 burg turnpike was buflt Vf 
ur through “the Divide.” our [ 
R? neighboring county of 'h 
;uf Highland was created from f 3 


» - --was created from *3 

'the southern part of 
(Pendleton and the north- 
Jem part of Bath. At last. * 
a meld of the Germans ,e 
J north of “The Divide” and 
1 the Scotch-Iriah, south ofit. 
po, it would hare 
* quite possible for a child to 1 * 

I have been bom to an early 1 
settler of Traveller’s Re- 1 
pose in Augusta County in * 
1780, spend his childhood ; 
in Augusta, grow to adult¬ 
hood in Bath, be married 1 
in Pendleton, and die in 
Pocahontas and never leave [ ill 
his own house. 





January 31, 1980 Dave Sharp 

History and events of the Hlatyfsrk.W. Va. Sharp family—Luther David Sharp, oto. 


/i t 


L. D. Sharp (IDS), pas horn Juns 8, 187? at Slatyfork, WrVa. in his father's houss on 
the old county roaa^prosses Slatyfork Crook about ono mile above where Slatyfork Crook 


^mtios into Elk Hivsr.^He had two oldor sisters, Ella who married Robert Gibson, and » » 

Mallnda who marrlod ( )Hannah, fathor of Voo Hannah. P*4f(i^U*** w***™*^ 


IDS as a child had light blond hair. Ho wont to school in a log. l-rooa T school houso 
on a bank across tho county road from tho csmstary, at tho edgs of asm# trees and near 
tho spring at tho road. Ho watchod his fathor and othor aon in tho neighborhood build 
tho school houso, and ho told us that his mother could soo his white head hobbling among 
as ho ran book to tho houso for lunoh at noon. 


He described his teacher Mrl AunH-Ywrfti** aa a T ery hard man with discipline. 

They got tho basic "3-8'u" of reading, writing and arithmetic, using slates instead of 
paper. His old slate used to bo at the old houso. "ID" as he was affectionately oallod 
by many including tho family, did a lot of reading and educated himself to whoro ho could 
carry on conversations and busknoss deals with college trained aon. At a young ago C lx ) 
studied musio under a teacher who taught shaped notes and through later years directed 

tho 31atyfork Methodist Choir and they traveled much of W. 7a. at singing festivals, 

v/hen "ID" was 12 years old ho had set himself up la businoss and still workdd on tho farm. 

Before ho was 12 some men working on a sawmill asked him if ho oould got them some 

handkerchiefs and Tbtmrtv I believe a drummer aomlng through gave him tips on how 


to order things. 




At ago 12 he get on a horse with some profit trem A previeus businoss deal£, and wont down 
Elk River to a family ho enow of who had boys that trapped fur. Ho wont to tho houso. 

Tho fathor told him tho boys wore in school and for him to go there and pay them whatever 
^hoy asked for tho fur. Tho father would net sot a pries. ID wont to tho sehool and 
^skod to talk to tho boys. They came outside and said they had tfifilKS AkPWgS fcjcE-S £ ; 

and when LD asked how much they wanto^ for them they said* *- ^ 

Ho paid tho boys fbr the fur and wont baok to ths houso to got thb fur. Tho mother asked 

how much ho paid for them. ID didn't want to toll them, oo said "I paid them exaetly 

what they asked". She asked again and tho fathor told her to shut up, that if hs paid them 
what th^r asked, that wao tho end of It. 

Ho stayed at oouo one's horns fism* nlgit before an wing back to his home. Ho said they had 

1 believe, ham and broad. They had no forks. Maybe a big fork and a knife to out In tho 

kitchen, but none for tho table. Z -*■ -i-fU. um*•*< i is** u- *»->v cl 

Growing up wasn't easy. It was hard work to provide clothes and food for tho family. 

Ho has mentioned many times of when ho was hoeing corn etc that tho xmdd hard ground 

and roots oaused callouses and pain in his hands—that often ho had to uoo his othor hand 

to open up tho fingers on tho othsr hand after a tough row to hoe. 

As a teenager, another country boy challenged him over some matter. In tho middle of 

tho fight tho othor boy ploked up a sliver from a board and hit him aoroeo tho nose, 
breaming it, reeultlng in a slightljr crooked nose tho rest of hie life. 

Another time when ho was a young man, £e ran through some oldor bushes at tho baok of^- 
hjs$ father's house and where some ono had cut off some of tho bushes, ono of tho sharp 
ends ran through hit loft eye. Somehow, ho was tPaken to John Hopkins Hospital. Hs 
said tho fluid, like ego white, ran out of his sys. Tho Dr. called in students to shs his 
eye. From whatever they did to him, ho could see daylight through tho eve, and had a 
Thito scar thropgh ths pupil. Aftsr gutting a Studsbaker car about 19drome m oar 
with ono eye until ho wao about 85 years old . Ho used glasses to road. But could sco 
great distances without glasses. Eis hearing was good until his death. 




Pag* 2 Th* Slurp Vaally —Slatyfark, V. Va. j 

Whea IT becaa# about 19 h* went to s** th# glrla, going In a buggy or horseback. 

Either at a party or a dane* (aquara) Hally Slankar jmap*d oa hit lap and eabarrassad 
hla by alttlag an hit lap, na ha said. 

He nmat bar* baan about 17 wb*n ha nl a Quad to g# up to aaa aaa girl living naar hla 
m - arrlad siatar Ilia. DadS(I£) aothaf^Caapaotad ha waa going ta aaa bar and aant a 
aata along with bin to his Slstar, tailing hr to t ry to prevent It—far aaa* raasan. 

Kiln lived afceut k alias np Ilk River. 

Dad mat Laura Morgan, who lived with her parents, R*v.$6"*i Morgan, at th* Idray parsonag*. 

E* wbnt by hors* or baggy t* see her. H* had her soon talked ont *f teaahing sshoal t* 
aarry hla. Whan Hav. Morgan died, Laura's aathar Edith aarrlad Mr. . -MISulien 

X/ebVY i - 

Dad had seven children: Ada. Violet .Ivan, Crania, Silas, Paul, and Lava, Jr. 

Ada aarrlad John Johnson in Baltlaare. Ada studied Eloqaliion and parforaad in New York 
city, and knew a fatoms stage actress and exchanged letters far aaay years. 

Violet aarrlad Rufus Markland of Richmond, Va. and had on* ohlld, Rufus, Jr. 

Violet and Rufus oaaa t* Pocahontas County to get aarrlad. Dad had heard his last naa* 
but had never seen hla before. When h* started t* introduce hla in Marllaten t* saaeana, 
h* had t* ask hla his naae. Dad laughed about that many tlaas. 

Ivan didn't appear t* b* aush Interested la girls whan he was a tbenager, but did g* up 

Elk to sea a Hannah girl, fz 

Than Ivan want up t* Arbovalo t* a ausie sshoal an* anoukor and net Qenoviov* Ornderf. 

He iaaodlntsly fall "head aver heals" In l*v# with her. H* drove up thar* averytla* h* 
could get avay. One tin* ha out chains an bath front and roar wheels sf hts Star car 
In order to gat through the deep anew to see her . 

They had thro* children, Ralph, Raaona and Ivan. Raaona majored in ausie, taught sahaal 
and aarrlad Tea Shipley. Ralph aarrlad Ragana, Ivan aarrlad Phyllis la Va. 

3* was fatally kllldd In a hunting accident at about ago J<M*v. 17 1 1975 

Areola died age 18 with a bleed anrtrtaB.se si on. 

JL** 

Silas Sharp still lives at tbs sId haasstead at Slatyfark. 

Paul Sharp Married Vonda Love *f Puekhannaa, and they had twa children, Thayer and Barbara. 
After Voada died, Paul Married Ketha Milk ollitt of Part Neahas Texas. 

(, * 

Dave Married Sylvia Frial of Marlihton , V. Va. July 11, 19bO, and adopted a daaghter.Llada, 
In 196? , and llva in Cincinnati, Ohio LiHVfi x.'j/lylfc 


Ada's husband dlsd. Hor son Dr-nald and Holtn Johnson oaao to llvo with Dad and bath 
went to sehoel till on their own at SI tyfork. Ada remarried, Wn Certain and thay h d 
3 chi Id ran, Clara, Bill and Stanley. ^ 


When Dad gat aarrlad, ho built his houss on to the sous house he was bora in, both 
houses sharing the saae fireplace. Th* eld house was taken dawn about 19b0 andluaber 
froa it was us od to build an apart meat on the back of the war ere* a of the "new* stare 
on Rout* #119 . far Bava and Sylvia ta llva la while thay ran the a tar*. 

Th* old boas* that Dad built la still standing with the cheaney, but the kitchen haa 
decayed. Th* old apple orchard that must hav# baan thar* waa a Dad's father lived thar* 
is still standing. Dad did some grafting of apple trees on th# fara. Sene of tho very 
old apple trees ars Pippin, Pallowwater, Fed Astern,(and latsr a Riehaond.) and(Rod^Ben 
Davis, a hardy ap In, bat not aaA for flavor. irt one of-rfc* Bop/hctoV 

A story Dad told uany times. His grandmother took th* seed* fraa an appla^ad planted th# 
etads. She planted J_ seeds, but only 3 grow. She hid & ohrffvaui bays). During th* 
Civil War 3 bays died, and 3 boys lived. «*- / f**K 

^ 4 \ - 7 
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The Sharp Parjily 


Rlatyfork, V;. V». 


^ ip X / 

I understand hj* original of the Rlatyfork Shari)* was Villi* Sh> rp who livsd *t Hunt*] 
fn* Willi mirli .rod at Slatyfark in a house (orobubly leg) at the edge of tho aeadow 


***•*$£**'> 

! at Hunteravll*. 


next to the big soring of water close by the reute ?19 bridge that crosses Big Spring 
creek. Apparently ho .aoved, later on,a l/b mile up tha areek to a lac houoa still standinc 
kt tm lrrge 17 -room ha*a* no t*t being used. 

WlllittSp'ad several hays sad on* ■rlrll teyifc (who Med of I think diptharia) Henry 
lived in a house in a field bolww the male Mountain Meadow . Don't know where ha was 
hurried. Harmon 3b Tp lived in a log house at uiatyferm (Laruel Bank) where Big Spring 
and Fix Bivtr oenvorg*. The point on Cauley Mountain it known as 1 Sharp's rTnoh, perhaps 
kaavn named after Harnon. — P\ 

Luther Sharp was a lb year old hey, who started to ran up tho oath aheve where the railroad 
trace now is, when JflfcE S/^M^N 5> jf lath County; Virginia, of the Confederate army 
shot hla at a groat distunes, thinking he was of military age. Ve don't <cnow where he wne 


rrled. J&ui-lv pUf dt'Cni-y i £*-< 


Another Son Was Hugh Sharp, who lived all his life in either the original house near the 
spring or the one near the large existing how. He lived there at least after hi* childbed. 
Hugh, after the war, threatened uany tines to go hee hunting over in Bath County to kill 
&+»***** f'T Killing bis Brother, Luther. Unol* Hugh'* sport was to take a 
sisals elate bee-trap to catah n hee e flower and hy letting the h#» feed on honey in the 
trap and turning it loose to aome hack, and repeating it eany times Xk he could see which 
direction the hees went and he could find the hee tree. He had all the hees he needed, 

■o in stead of cutting all the hee trees, he'd carve hie initials on the tree signifying 
to ethers that that was his tree.—mostly sport for him. 

Uncle Hugh loved his hees. When he gave Dad (U)' his part of the original farm to keep hi 
hla the root of his life, Dad huilt the 17 room house with tinker told from the land. 

Undo Hugh would net let then remove the hees from am and the old hease when the new house 
w«s being huilt. The carpenters r..J to fight hoes daring the hulldlz*. On* man Jumped 
o f the second floor roof when a hee got to him. A'ter the house was finished, ca*xUadle 
Hugh lived there . wlta a hired hand and a cook, Mrs. Shewalter that Dad provided fora hla . 
^ery day at noou after eating. Uncle Hugh would g> cut and walk around eaoh hive of hees 
ce enjoy the sight. (He alwasy worked with the heea without a bee-vail en, and claimed 
never ever got etung.) The hired man,7 (&+-**£* decided to play a trick en him, so he 
„ot a patented snake (imitation snake), fend put itH at the mouth of a hive, appear) ng to he 
eating tie he~s. Mrs. Hhowalter and the can was looking out the door or window to see 
the hn and laugh at him when he ibund out it was a trick. Unole'Hugh made his rounds of h 
the hives, when he saw the snake. He stepped hacc and get a long stick and slipped up on 
tie snake with the stick raised above hie head, when he realised it was a trick. He did 
sou* quick thinking to keep them from having the Joke on hla. He tarned aeeund, opened 
his fly and facing the house wee-weed on the ground.! They didn't lease hla about it'. 

ait of*the Sharp beys Joined the North and ethers the Sonth. One tha 

^euth , was on plokot duty not too far frea the ilatyferk Area, when he was shot hy 
his own men, who said they mud* a aistaks thinking he was froa the other side (at night). 
Someone said they weu susoeoleus h^vorking fbr the ether side and they dellhertly shot 
hla. And of ooar so he may have beenffTTTT 

The only ether ten I knew the nan* of was Silas, father sf L. D. Sharp (Dad). At that 
time the hoys lived In the leg house with their father and mother (next to what is now the 
17 room house). Some of thi hoys Jolnsd the North i_nd others Joined the South. And perhape 
two or three, net convinced which side to Join, didn't }oln either, and technically wasn't 
en either side. Silas, and a brother or two and perhaps a couple other men under the same 
circumstances who dies* not to Join either side, beiig afraid either side would capture them 
lived Andor a cliff of rook at the ?.line knob" Just on the ether side of Middle Mountain \ 

H-adow. They stayed there when there ^astrofcD uoveaent in the valley, coning in for feed ^ 

_when necessary. Giles and a man-i--^*&<hr>*rTbro m, (baa 0iS w an 4 -* fa t k acj was captured hy the 
40 -infederatee. Silas ran down below the house «nd hid An a goose's nest. A soldier fired 
nls rffl* and was standing a few feet *way using a ramrod to reload. Sljias picked up m,. tM j - D 
hoot-jack and hit hla in the head, stunning hla, hat they captured hin ^*}) ^JjCcUiYd ■ 
Another m^ n there tried to ran away, uo toward the eomotary. The Captain gi.v* order* for *we 
soldiers to cathh hla. Threw down their guns ahd chased hla up the hill. 
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When he got almost up to the top of the hill ho was oat of breath, and stopped, turned 
around, nulled oat a " p spper Pot” pistol (thRt Cad said night not hill anyone) and said 
"ranglster, I'll kill yon". Thoy turnodsround and fled, leaving hla free. This may 
Jlj.ve been M*¥X Sam Gib on'e fath*rJ«{f7 If so, he wasn't captured. 

•a .lee and the othrr man vas handcuffed and a confederate soldier on horse was assigned 
to walk them «bnth to Salisbury, N. C. to prison. They walked -any days. The two men 
sold they were net in the northern ; my, bat the aray took that at prisoners any way. 

One day on the trip south, the soldier on the heree had a"oall of natnre". Be m t off his 
horse set hie gun against a tree, unfastened his suspenders. The warn with Silas had 
a vry email wrist, and showed Silas onoe before that he could take hit handcuff off 
thA was holding one man's left era and the others right a rw together. Sii ttS begged him 
to take his handcuff off ee he'd be f ree to grab the gaa and free theaselfee. Bat the 
l an was afraid not to take it off. So* they went on to pri son. ^ 

Dad has told as nany times the years end aonthe cad days (about | years) he was in prison. 
( years. fL3* months and days b •> 

Silas vr»s in the prison in Salisbury for^wcf years e g sto r m- before belrg transferred to 
hichmond. V.hile In laliobury, :-ost of the men died of disease or starved. Silas made 
(with his knife?) pieces of "Jewelry" and had a black woman who aaae in the c&ap prieen 
to clean up, to :uke out and sell for him and bring food to him., vhtfch may have saved 
bis life. The men at rats and dogs when they could get any. A captain oame through 

the prison.one day. Some mfn threw u blanket ever the deg xad that fellewed him, and 
killed it. They coeked it to eat. Silas took one bite bat ooaldn't swallow It. no 
carved bis initials or naae on the stone walls of the prison. Tie want te Hichuond te 
stay until he wae exchanged later In an exchange with the nerth of t<rlonere. He w as 
given a written pass to walk through lines to his ly^me .from Richmond. 

Silas Wjd, 1 tict irtr;L^w 11 hod ViMbW his captur e^te Sarah Hannah who'e father lived, I think 
in a leg house neat te Ppge Hanna! 'e house and near Archie Gibsen's house. The house wae 
still standing in about 1935 - Si Sharp, ny brother, thinks the Hannahs lived in a house 
<*»cve the read above Frank Hannah's (Gum Hannah's). There wae a heaoe there that a Hannah 
lived in and they may have lived there first and moved down to the other house after 
that one cay have burned. 

When Silae got b»ok hoar from nrlson. he went te bed wWBSS&BBH*, but tossed and turned 
and aaldn't sleep on the #oeth< r bed. He had to get oat on the hard floor and sleep 
liki he did fca prisenl - ^4. 

Silas's father, William mfxrisd ^rl e j mh Billy from I believe about Campbelltown. ‘*mmb ^ 
was of Geraan deeoent(maybe from Germany?) and spoke German. Dad picked up a few words 
from her, bat could not carry on n co-versation in it. At the 3t. Louis Fair ut about 
the turn of t>» eentruy, Dad aoi Bob Gibson, his brother inlaw, went to the fair by 
he ms elves by train. Eaoh country had booths selling their merchandise. Ded sent up 
to a German booth that had Ceraan girls selling. Dad only knftov one word, meaning 
"pretty girl". He said it te then, but when they responded la rapid German, he wae 
enbarraeeed and turned heel and hurried away 1 


Apparently families had speoial pliers te pull teeth. 511 s (grandfather) asked Dad te 
pall a tooth (maybe hie last?). Dad was all excited, thinking he might fall or break it 
off. It wae a successful pull. 


Grandfather, Silas bee ae sick, perhaps suddenly, complaining of his stomach. He died 
seen. Dad thought it may have been append! :itus, or cancer. 
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, „ 4 , %n,tun *5 C. So Dad (ID) on a trip to Florida 

Grandfather ilia* «-* la prison in injury . • 

about 1938 decided to stop in the city to see the prison that fcis father was in. 

ZjuA stopped in town and <rot out of the * ash car and saw a Tory old man sitting on a 
bench. Dad wont to him and told hio that his lather had been in priseu thoro and 
wjhut l.o wanted to se# the prison, aid could ho loll hid hw where to see it. The siaa 
.old Lad "your Cud didn't lire through it. They all died. Everyone of them starved 
to death, Not a one lived." had told him again that his father lived through it, 
saying "I'm hero, so ny father must have lived' 1 But he couldn't oonviose hit tuat 
his father lived. The old wan must h^re been a bey at tie time of the war, or maybe he 
h i been a soldier. had didn't see the prison. 


During :he tar, General Lee's army was eamped up at Linewood, and had a hospital on a 
little flat .set below the ?19 road, about half way up the mountain. Lee came sy tne 
Sharp'C house about supper time and was invited in to eat. Imole Hugh told many tines 
of General Lee's white horse- Traveler being tied up beside the house. Two gourde were 
stationsd outeide the door on tne porth. The leg house, covered with elappard, still 
atn nds, with the old stone fehemney. Luole Hugh wee there, but was tee young, or they 
ignored hi* beeaaee he didn't belong to tne North's army. « 


One late afternoon, the Ciofe Grate *riuy came there and oaaped across the creec in the 
meadow. They set up their touts and needed lire wood to keep warm and ooem. Hash man 
vent to the rail fence and brougli one to build a fire or fires, livery rail was turnon. 
The soldiers found apples that were hurried under dirt to keep fro* fretting, then the 
eaptain found out they took the apples, ho ordered tho* to f» pay the Sharp's for tho 
apples. -~~~ 
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Confederate teldiers camped up at Linwood one winter. It was a hard cold winter and 
the -harp's heard that half the soldiers died of disease, but they were hurried seeretly. 
! T © one ever femnd Lett graves. Some thought they ai^rt have dropped the* dew* some 

tical caves in the urea. 

seems the Confederatec nurrledly retreated fro* up there whom they heard ef a Yankee 
army cosing frea Huttonsville. Tdey loaded up their wagons aad came down Big Spring 
Creek and then on toward Marliateo. Oooagon leaded with lead musket balls broke an 
asle where the road crossed thaareek at Liudoed. They Just loft the load thoro. Lad 
said his fpthrr went uo there ( w i Oh a «olsd or I weu c o ij nand brought perhaps a 100 lbe of 
lead to meld down for his gun V for bullets. . ^ ^ 


X) lbs of 
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Uncle Hugh told about a Southern soldier being ambushed up along the eld_r$ad . and 
wounded. I-tfciak. another soldier w.s killed outright. Uncle Hugh aud^otnrs tooc a 
sled up there end hauled him down to the house and Bade him ■ bed in front of the fireplaoe. 
He wa* mortally wended and he knftvv it. fft* told the Sharp's about his family in the 
South befere dying thnt night. I don't know if nny Messages were sent south, or oven if 
those there could write?TH I'm sure Surah (Silas's wife) could write, hub 


After tho war, Uncle Hugh thought it would bo interesting to aake a cannon aad shoot it. 

He fasfeioaed n cannon out of a hollow oele. 4ude ax • roaad wooden ball. Tho story 
as I remember, he fired it and it bluw up bet the ball went through a wall ef one of tho 
houses-. 

In a letter of Si's to .jo: " Throe of Uncle Lugh's brothers were killed in tae war. One 
was "Little Luther", a*'» 16 and one was leraard. Lcn't know the nn*e of tho other 01 * . 

Uncle Hugh yid Uncle Hr man wao lived at Llatyferk—he later woven just out of hlmias.. 
Thoro >jas out ^li9yri.r old girl (^aryf) died of Cipthorla. Unolo Hugh Lad Li other ia too. 

Dr. told hi* to %uok.e a nip#." 
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Th# Slatyfork Sharp's Tho Sharp Family 
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Whan nad (LDS) vss t. boy of about 7. a blank nan nxkisgxon working on a saw aill ar 
something taok a liking to Dad, and wi th a knife whittled Dad hla first and only tay 
af hii Ufa, out af a olec# of wood. I think It aay har» been a figure af a bey.? 


Ona summer whan Dad wan uarhaps Rbnut^lT^ ha begged his father ta 1st hla rlda with 
saaa wagons from tbs aran reing oyer ta Millboro, Va te gat sup >14# o. Thara must hays 
been 3 ir 4 wagons and the nan. Ona night after arosaing into Virginia, they awaoed 
on seae high ground overlooking a yary small clustar ka of hausas, that blanks liyed 
in, or sa thay tald hiu. Thay daeidad to hnva oaua fun, Dad tald aa, at hla azpanaa. 
Thar tald hiu that than# blaok girls llkad ta sloop with a whlta toy, and that thay 
would oo aa uo at night whaa a oorson la aalaap and go ta hod with hla. Ha didn't 
holloya th aa. So thay tald hla to look atk hla oanls tha next morning. That night 

whan ha waa aaloap, thay unhattonod hi# pants, and ruhhnd charcoal froa tha fira an 
hia. Ha aald tha next aoraing when aa gat up awako tha first thing ho did waa look, 
and ha waa aa hlaok aa ha onuld ha I ur/cLE HRKMQ* CM rh«.TRlP 




Vhan Dad wan about 15,I'd guess, ha nnd his fathor ward oa two horaaa up ta Linweod 
whara thora waa a star#. It was uonar»utly an all day Job—ga thara huy sea* supplies 
and loaf a whlla hofora naalng taok hoaa. Thay had seme older, which Dad aald waa 
hailed two barrels Into ana, and It had a kink ta It that ha didn't know it had. He 
drank a few drinks and thsh ho and 4 or 4 hoys thara want down to tha nearby oroak 
in a patch of elderberry hushes where thay weras playing. On# waa whittling with a 
knife and aooidently out ona of the hays Just a little. Dad said it soeaad funny to 
him bemuse ha wne drunk (and -layhe didn't know It), but ha was so lightheaded ha 
on Id hardly gat bank In tha stars. His dsd was ready ta leaye &Z8T Hone, and said ta 
Dad "would you like to hay a a glass af older before wa go homaT" Dad said ha didn't 
think ha did, knowing ha was already dr ink. Ha didn't think ha waa oyer goltgto get 
on that horse without hla dnd finding out he was drunk. He made It heao ak. 

^ said that wot hia firat md last tiua getting drunk. All hia Ufa ha nerer drank 
any boar ar whlakey. Ha did saoka whan ha was about 20 but quit after perhpo 2 ar 3 years. 
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Dad vai both a ferawr and a aarohaat. Ha ran a atara aa tha aid raad "ever tka kill 11 
naar tha aid kaaaa, vhlek ka k«i]t perhaps akoat 1900, along with farming. Tka produot 
sold frea tka farm waa wool, sheep, and oews. 

Dad's atara waa ahsat tha only ona in tha araa. later an tha b. Va. Palp A Paper Co 
^ d a atara far thair enpleyees at ilatyf ark. Ha Vaught furs, chickens and tool fraa 
inraars and shipped to Baltiaara a to. Ha would bwy up turkeys from farmers, p&ok than 
In harrals and haml than ta Marl inton in wagena and jut on a train ta go to Baltiaara 
where faod hrakara said thaa. Usually ha aads out ok. Tkat'a a long way for turceys to 
go unrofrigaratod l Ona hateh La sent, nuyke bis last, tha brskar aaat hia a small ohaak 
saying ha noddled tha turkays all ever town trying ta tall thaa. Us sold a faw, hut most 
af thaa stuak sa had na sady wo ild hay thaa '. ha. 

Farnsrs would kill ohaasunts (grouse) and ha would oakk triaa in oaall barrels and aant to 
Baltlaore. Another thing ha bought all hia Ufa waa ganaang. 

Dad waa,J believu, tha first to have a telephone. He waa also tha first around there to 
haws a oar, after ta 1 uphoitt s h»d Veen.in. 

Ona tiaa eosia ona nn at tha head of Ilk rang a distress signal and everyone plokad up thair 

phenes ta tea wfcnt it was shout. Someone announced tfct a haras Ad buggy uad run off 

and was herded down toward Slatyferk. People all along the road want out tk tha raad 
to atop tha horse and Vuggy onlv ta find that it waa ana of thoso new fangled horseless 
carriages. JeH*’. 

When a few oars gat in tha area, Dad ordered gasoline in karrala. They ware hauldd 
fraa Marllnten, aid a hand punu was ulaoeri down in tha hale after tka a ap waa uusorewsd. 

Ha later h-d, 1 believe a snail tank put la with a hand puap ta puup it into a oar. 

I don't reueuher kaw tha ua at waa swaaured. 

Dad gat a 3tndahaker sometime about 19ftf Mayka hafara that? la ti»e^l920»s no or 

Ivan brats tka axle housing on the rear end un near alia Olasene in a uad hole. Ivan 

made a wooden sled and took a teen of homes up there, fit tka sled under that ona aide, 
and fulled the oar baok hone. Ha ordered a new housing. It aaat what dad thought was 
too Buoh —porhapa tlJO whan t» ear nay have only oast *800—?T 
^•n ha bought tka oar, ha aant Ivan ta Marlintea far I think a eoaple dayo ta learn how 

■ •art, run. and do ainor repairs ta tha Studehaker. In tka winter tiaa, tka oar waa jaeked 

up off the tires. 

About 1928 (?) tha new highway cans through, bypassiar tne scar# location an tha aid 

read. 3o Dad had a man k./H£ in Marllnten to build a new star# building where it la 

• till in eTletanoo. Four new hend operated gasoline puapa with 10 yallong glass tanka 
at the tap ware Installed. Dad bad Standard Oil at t wa oaaps, and Ivan had tva puapa 
of Aaloo. It waa big move aovinf furniture eto over to tke new nlaeo by wagon. 

Dad borrowed noner frou the Jamers \ Merchants ?ank ta build the stare. Ha alas sorrowed 
about *300 firm hia friend San Gibson. It was a straggle during tbs depression to net 
go brace, but finally after keeping aoaa af us In school and aallaga, ha finished up tka 
debt with sow sale of tiaber. Ivan sold auto supplies in one earn or of the store. 

The atara had 3 2 volt lights, run fr'« a Daloa generator. The house already had J? wait 

electricity. Than about 1936 or 1938 (?) WeetPenn cone tnraugh with 110 volts. 

Tourists Vegan caning through so sesolino sales was reasonably good. Dad decided sons 

"Tourists Canos" should bo built, so old Camp lg that tin b. Va. Pul* A Paper Cal left 
whoa trey ware finished ,vss torn dawn and used to aoke the canoe. Tney perhaps more thaa 
?ald thair way. Than It steaed better to rent then out t.o people working far the oenpany. 
4anry Gibson lived in one, Oscar "-err in another. Others were... 

The only one In exlwtanee now Is tha ana Henry Shaver lived in, and his wife Lorraine 
still liras there. 






B.Latyfork Sharps’ Records 


From tho William Sharp's Bible Record. 

Furnished by Ramona Shipie,y,PcrkGrsburg, V. Va. 


0 ^/70 


Copied from rocord pages b tween o How and Old Testomonts. 
i Xerox copies made. — copied from c all Bible given to Rachael 
Dllloy by her Father lartin Dilley on her Wedding Day. 

Tart in Dilley born Dec 27, 1779- Died 12-26-1851, age 71, 11 mo, 29 da; 


Rachael Dilley born October 1815 

William Sharp and Rachael Dilley married Sept 20 1038 

(another date also entered at anothor place, but the ink is 
smeared and the year looks like 1832, which must be incorrect 
as the children’s births started aXXXM year after 1838). 

William Sharp’s children: 

1. Martin B. (Bernard*) Sharp born June l4» 1839 

2. Jacob Ilonry (Henry) Sharp born Aug 17, l8lj.O 

3. Silas Sharp born Marc . 2, 1842 

4* William Luther Sharp born Doc 17, l8l|3 

(The family knew him as Luther in his youth--perhaps to 
distinguish between him and his father,William. 

So he was the 4 th William Sharp in line.) William IV. 

5. Hugh Calvin Sharp born 7-10-1846 

6. Mary sloanor Sharp born Fob 11, 1849 

(She diod with diptheria during the Civil War—or boforo the 
war. ?a:.iily tradition i3 she was about 12 yoars old. Sho was 
hurried to tho loft of the road on tho ri3© just below the 
Sharp’s Slatyfork store) 

7. larmon B, ~hnrp born 10-2-1850 

(Ho movod to near Elkins, died there and burried near there.) 
(Diod with canger --of throat (?) ) 

Luther Sharp above: Family tradition has been that Luther was about 

ago l6 when ho was shot. Date of birth and the dates of the first 
year or two of tho Civil War indicate that he may have been perhaps 
about age 17. 
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REEL #1 June 1, 1<&9 Tapes of L.D.Sharp ({[[ Page 1 j^l 

Old Mill , Civil War storeies, etc. (If done over on Ampex, may be 

clearer) 

Dad: ....Sheep dip killed 5> sheep. Dave, I'll give you a Jar of syrup 

to take back with you--and a sugar cake. ...Im sending 6 to Pauls. 

Thayer Jlb give to sweetheart and Barbara treated her teacher. ...1f>2 
quarts of syrup.... 

( Civil* war through Slatyfork) ...they'd go through and rob neighbors. 

My father was in prison 23 months and 2l± days. They starved them to deattt 
and haulded them out of the prison by the wagon loads. Going to Fla 
I stopped in Salisbur y , N. C. and there was an old grey headed man. 

I cold him my father was a prisoner there, He said "they all died, either 
starved or poisoned, l-'ather said the meat w a covered with worms. They 
made brothe. He shut bis eyes and swalloed it.. The dead were hurried 
in trenches. A dog followed a captain through the prison®. The men 
threw a blanket over it and billed it and ate , some ate rats. The 
skinned a oat. Father couldn't eat the cat. My grandfather (William) 

got him exchanged for rebels. He had exchange papers and started home. 

At a smallgeathering of southerners, the said "where are you going?? 

He said "none of your business." They said: If we gain the war we won't 
let you live with us" Si said: I'll give you to understand I won't live 
with you, They started after himn and he ran. He was too weak to run. 
They didn't follow him further. He walked all the way home to Slatyfork. 
If old man Bill Hann hl had done one thing. Two men left over them in cha¬ 
rge of the two. They got off their horses to a call of nature. "My 
father reached over and took one of the man's guns and pointed to Bill 
Hannah to take the oth^ • man's gun. He couldn't get him to take the gun. 
They never thought of killing those fellows (rebels) but we could have 
killed them and had nothing to worry about—he said. They could have 
gotten away. (D a d told us one time, as I recall, that Bill had a very 
s mall wrist and could get the hand cuff off his wrist that held the two 
together. Bill showed Silas once that he could take it off. And that 
Sills wanted Bill to take the hand cuff off so they could grab the guns 
to threaten so they could get away. Dad may have been mistaken & x for 
a moment about them putting tn^ir hands on the guns—???? -Dave) 

J ake Simm ons killed Suth*r. The Confederate army wdnt through past the 
housed Jake was behind and shot Luther going up the hill. That's them 
same time they captured my father. My grandmother said "look there's 
a regement of soldiers and he ran down and jumped over a fence and sat 
down in a goos nest covered with boards. About a 100 of them shot at 2 b 
J ohn Gibson (Uncle Sam's father) and this fellow who had a muzzle loading 
gun shot at John, and he set his gun down llmost between my father's 
lets, to load it. He waited, till he poured the poweder in and went to 
getthe bulled in and he said he knocked the man and gun over and jumped 
back over the fence and ran back into the same old Jake Simmons that kill¬ 
ed his brother, Luther a^e l6. Jake put a gun on him • He looked for 
a rock to throw at Jake but couldn't find one. The men emptied their 
guns at John Gibson. Two threw their guns down and ran to the top of 
graveyard hill and was about to catch John, X|i a powerful man—Sam 
Gibson's father. He had a pepper box pistol that I reckon wouldn't 
kill you. and they ran back down the hill and he got away, ha, ha. 

He pulled the pistol out and said "dangester. I'll kill you". 

There was fcxlkxx twice he (John) almost got captured. He went home and 
later on, a bunerf of rebel soldiers went in there to John Gibson's place 
and his wife said to him "look out there the rebel soldiers are coming 
down here to the house" He broke to run and ran over the hill and the 
soldiers fired at him and missed again and one rebel laid his gun across 
a post and got a rest and would have killed him but his wife took a boot- 
jack and knocked him crazy, and he got away. Later on during the war kk 
he took pfineumonia end died. With all the getting by in the war, pxx 
pneumonia got him after all. 







REEL #1 June 1, 19^9 Tapes of L. D. Sharp Page 2 

Civil war storits, Old Mill etc. ' 

(Story about the two soldiers killed in ambush up on the old road:) 

Dad: They brought the soldier (that was _ still living) in and he died at 
the house (the same log house still standing) There are two of them 
burried up at the top of the hill at the school house. Just dug a hole. 

They were rising along the road and the rebels (I think Dad’s memory got 
it mixed—they were Yankees that shot them) waylaid them and shot two 
off horses. They were bne or two that got away. Maybe one of them was 
Walt Allen. ( Walt Allen was a Yankee from ober about Randolph county, I 
think—Dave) lincle iiugh (a young man) thought so much about one of the 
men that was shot and lived a while. If they had had doctors like today, 
he may have kajus been saved. (Another account of this story is elsewhere 
in this history of the Sharps—Hugh and his father William was cutting 
wood and heard the shots and a southerner on a horse running told them 
to go look after the men shot. They took a sled up and got them. 

They put the dead one in the corncrib and took the other in by the fire.) 

I don’t know where the graves were, but one time I was plowing there 
in the school house lot and a horse’s foot fell down through the grave. 

I hated it awful bad. 

Dad: Henry Sharp , an uncle, joined the rebel arm y, or be taken prisoner. 

So he Joined the rebel army. One Joined the yankees and one the rebels. 

Dave: Was the Henry Sharp meadow named after Him? Dad: No, that was 
another Henry Sharp. Henry (uncle) was killed) A picket shot him (at 
Bob Gison place) They were suspecious that he was a yankee, it was thakght. 
But he was in the rebel army and was on picket duty and a fellow shot him 
and let on like they shot him by mistake. The other one wasin the Yankee 
array and was killed. I lost three uncles and the only girl 12 years old^D^ 
of dipth6ria and she is burried down there on the left side of the road 
—about top of the hill Uncle Hugh knew where it was. I said there 
ought to be a monument. He said: "it’s been so long ago it isn’t 
necessary* It’s there 1 iside the fence near the road (near the sheep barn.) 
That’s what the war cost ray family. The war spread diptheria. One of 
her boys, Henry Sha rp when he was killed had an apple in his poc ket 
and she planted the 7 seeds of the qp pie (grandmother ^barp) out here (near 
the beehouse) and only three oft of the 7 threw. She gave Uncle Harmon 
Sharp one and it was planted down there at the McCjtchin Place and gave 
Silas one and it was right below the old house over there (old home place) an 
Uncle Hughs was out here in this garden, and they all had the same kind 3 
of fall apple, —a good cooking apple. But she thought that repres ented 
that when the war was o/er she’d only have 3 children left. Four of them 
died. We cut the one down over the hill because it was where we wanted 
to build the warerrom, I think. It was I4.O years old, I reckon. The one 
here an Uncle Hugh's was near the warerrom. 

Tramp Dad: I saw that tramp going by today at the sohoolhouse. He was 
swinging his arm as hard as he could swing it, and the other arm was like 
a dead arm. I hadn't seen him for 10 years. —a little short fellow. 

(Dave: We'd seen him go± by about every year for years—walking fast.) 

Ufablfe Hugh's story about a greased Indian : 

Dad: a Joe Lagger or something like that wanted to go back in the woods to 
where he'd hear no sound of a gun but his own, aid rai on to these two TtiPiR* 
Indians, i can't tell the story as it was. The Indians gave a sqaall - . 


and made for him and h6 may have shot and missed and they were on him 
and he threw one on the ground and was getting his knife out to kill the 
Indian and the other Indian got his knife out of a scabbard. He had to 
kill him to same himself and the other Indian almost got advanta e of 

him by getting hia knife out of the scabbard. I forgot the details but 

I think the other Indian got away. It was one of the moat stirring 

stories you about ever heard to hear Uncle Hugh tell it. 

Uncle Hugh’s pet deer: Dad: Uncle Hugh' had a pet deer. Aunt Ella and 
I. It »d fight or run us every time we came hero to visit. We were going f 


home across the hill and looked coming off the hill coming as hard as it Vma 
sould right after us, n** a ^ ___ _ . & ^ ' 
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Civil War stories. Old Mill, etc. I'** 

could right after us, like a dog running a deer. We ran to the woods 
and got up on a leaning tree up higher than the deer could reach. A 

deer strikes with both front feet just like a man and cut you i 1 to 

. pieces with it's toes. We had hollered for Martha Hanna h who! lived 
^ here then and she ran up there and got the deer by the bell collar 

and held her till we got over heme (Dave: seems Dad said her name was Nell?) 
That doe knocked Nora Sharp down. Uncle Harmon's girl and would have 

beat her to death if didn't.(not clear) (Dave: I think Nora married 

George L. Hannah—*and she is burried in the Sharp cemetery) 

Si talking about fishing.up slatyfork creek. 

Dave: Dad, i3n't that where you built a dam and ran water around the hole? 
Dad: yes, wo got 53 fish out of it. Water was getting low, cavity in 
a rocic holding about a barrel of two wof water, and ran a smdll stream— 
g inch pipe si„e. I sto *d there and studded it a good little while how 
to get those fish. A big lynn tree standtdg on the bank. I decided to 
go home and get ray father to come and help pipe the water over the hole. 

We cut that tree down and stripped the bark iff and the bark piped the 
water over past the hole of water, a sdistanceof about 20 feet and we 

dipped the water out and got 53 fish to eat. No restrictions on fishing 

then. 

Deer hunting - L eer salt licks 

Dad: farmers kllled‘"cfeer at suck licks. Natural sulphur run out An 
oertain places. Deer tear up the earth to get it. Then farmers made salt 
licks. Drive a stake in he ground and poor the hole full of salt. 

They couldn't get it all without digging down for it. It was either 
mornings or evenings that they came tfcn to such the licks. Dave: did you 
kill any at a salt lick? Dad: Yes, I did, An Gauley. One time over there 
a wild cat was at the lick. I sighted at it so long I was sighting on 
just the front sight. I was about tA leave that day. Hie Englishman ... • 

^ ...I thought I just sit there (Dave: He told the store another time:—he 

shot at the wildcat and it didn't know where Dad was and jumped into 
the tree top where dad was and scarxed Dad almost to death—Just a boy). 
....Saw the deer coming. ... I Just broke it's back. I came a knat's hail 
of missing that deer. Lots deer then. About like killing ground 
hogs now. 

Bill Cur tain >Var in Italy (not clear at all)... One thing, the let the 
Americans go in there, you see, read about the lost patalion. Carl 

Barnes was oommander of that unit. Those rangers.Crossed the 

highway and got in the heart of Rome. 

Dave: The old Mill house needs a piece of roofing on it. 

Dad: tfell, Ive been trying to sell it. It's going to faL 1 down. I offered 

to sell for $50 . When I sold it,fcx the man came with a truck to get it 
and those old Kelley's (they lived in the mill house across tbs creek) took 
the box that goes around xkx to hold the meal in. It'd cost $25 to make 
it and they took it and burned it. They once rolled it out in the yard 
and Henry shaver and I liked to not got it back in. They took it and 
burned it for firewood. I went there to sell it and there wasn't a thing 
in the world to hold th6 meal in so he wouldn't take it. ... Brice 
Griffin ground meed for a half a day. Took half a day to rind a grist. 

£am Jackson said he could eat it as fast as it comesout of the mill. 

Someone asked how long he could do that. He answered: N I could do it 
till I starved to death” J ha, ha. 


Might be clearer if redone on the Ampex reel to reel tape raaohins 
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Voices of Dad, Otis Gibson, SI, Dave Ralfcih 
Dad: something about the bee assocla don ( 

Si: (to Ralph)(hunting) Did you go clear to teh Bob Gibson Place 
(all looking at an aerial view map) —are those skid roads? 

SI: This is Slatyfork and he was supposed to go up this buck hollow that 
^ runs up to Joe Gibson lace. He was supposed to go up here and come around 
thru here, thru a bunch of pines yonder on the point. Veil eh got up there 
and cut over and looked down to Sara Hannah's from Bob Gibson's meadow. 

Then you came back ^amxilahxa±hxaxX*xmHa<iawxxxSh*jtx thru there, huh? 

Ralph: yes. Dad: Righto htore's wherel was scared about out of ray boots. 

I thought he washed heart trouble. I couldn't holler him up and couldn't 
shoot him up aid couldn't hear a word from him in the world • I worried 
pnd prayed and here he came up alive. Dave: You (dad) and Donald and I 
got lost up there coon hunting one night. Dad: Yes, we came down the 
roughest old hollow there ever was.—back of Page Hannahs' line. 

The roughest place you ever saw after night wasn't it.' We didn't know 
where we were and lost part of the gun. Game down to Page's ap pie orcard. 

Si later made a part for the gun—forestock. And ^Tohn Wooaley lost f 

it again. He went down there watching for stealing corn where shucking 
corn (lower meadow), was. W$et started filling up 

a sick of corn, ye yelled to surrender and ran out and broke a rail at 
the fence and ran down over the bank and laid down., and Woosley lost part 
of the gun and he hau to come back (home) because he was afraid ft /k. had 
something to shoot him with, ha. Woosley lost part of the lj.10 gun and 

couldn't shoot. Later on I told about it. —caught ^ down 

there stealing corn. He smashed the lence flat. I said there was another 
fellow with him—old man OftBStofeu*.... his hogs. They worked on the traok 
together. She didn't say a word. She knew it was true*. We'd seen where 
he'd taken out loads of it before. 

Dave: Didn't your dad catch someone steallm: hay ? Dad: No, it was Uncle 
Henry Hannah caughi Hannah stealing Hay(on barn on Buzzard mt.) 

(made him pitch the hay back In the barn—Henry slept there tocatoh him) 
Dad: Grandfather Sharp caught a man fight out there in the corncrib. He 
set a fox trap through where they take corn out of the oribT He~cmne to 

get corn and got caught. He went to the barn a cop.le times. He wouldn't 

holler at Grandfather. Finally he hollered: "Mr. Sharp, come out here. I 
tell you if you'll let me out of here. I'll never steal enother thing 
as long as I live. Grand father promised him he wouldn't tell on him. 

Dave: did he know who it was? Dad, oh yes, one of his neighbors, but 
he oulsn't tell us who it was. He promised he wjuldn't tell. He let him 
out of the trap . I bet he had sore fingers* 1 ha. Grand father was a man 
of his woref! Dave: Do you remember him? Oh, yes, I was nearly grown 
when both of my granfathers died. Grandfather Hannah and grandfather Sharp 
and my grandmothers. Did you see yours? Dave: only grandmother Irvin. 
Dad: Not preacher Morgan ? Dave: no. Dad: Boy's J'd give $$ to (have you 
hear him preach?) tie"was one great preacher. He was the best preacher that 
ever preached on this charge and they sent him back here by the Dist. Supt. 
to the quarterly meeting one time when he was on the Lobelia circuit to 
preach and I never did forget his text. It was at Mary's Chapel. His text 
was the "Qreat Store House of God” He said the time'would corneas the 
human race needed the wealth, there was untold wealth in these hills and 
in the lands, and as the generations of the earth needed it it'd be 
unfolded (End of 1st dide of oassette) 

Ralph and Dad talking: deer hunting. Si: In Montana, a man killed a 

mule and brought it in to the checking station 11 ha, ha. Dave: what did 
^ your father have to tell time? Dad: He had an 8-day clock. I don't know 
who got it. Maybe Ella or Malinda got it. It struck on every hour of the 
day. I think I took another clock over to repair at Wooddelis and it was 
never fixed. He died and they closed th store. It may have been sold. 

Either the original reel tape is not clear , or perhaps it would be 
clearer on way the last Ampex player—16 transfer to 



cassettes 



Sharp 1 a Stories taped 8-21-U9 by Dave Sharp Page 1 

^ ( LD, Ada, Ivan, Si, Dave, Sylvia, Will Curtain X Evan)» Ralph) i (iC 

Starts with pad and Ivan singing songs . < 

Dad: we can't all sing with one "book. I've got the tuning fbork there. 

"Do, me, do” I'm trying to get the sound. I've got the tuning fork. 

Wait, I've got something on my glasses. I can't see anything. Ivan: 

what part are you going to sing? Dad: I'll sing tenor. Ivan: I don't 

know if I can sing soprano, or not. Dad: well, do you was t me to 

sing soprano*? Ivan: I usually sing base. Dad: here, somebody clean 
my glasses. Si: (tal ing about the tape recorder) said: everyone brags 
about their singing. Now c;i:eyLll know if they are telling the truth, ha.ha. 
Ivan: (wire recorder?) wire plays 15 minutes. (Ivan had a wire recorder) 

Dave: let's have some powerful singing. Dad and Ivan: me, so, do, me, 
do, me. (no planot) ”Th<re's a glory in my sould. Then Jesus gets 

oontrol. He lives with in ray heart. Oh happy song.Si (Joking) 

V..tape for identification, nave you used Mother Hubbard's little 

leg goos, ha. (pretending an ad after the song) Dave: You Just heard 
LD, Ivan and Ralph Sharp. (Then with piano): several singing a 

song."redeemed.Dad: the title of this song is "Beautiful 

nome Somewhere". Looking at Pictures: Dave: look at the bees . Dad: 
those are Ivan's. Sylvia: Dave hived those bees. 

Dave: Le's laugh a little bit, Ada.( Ada and Genevieve laughing.) 

Dave: Ada , who's th t in the midddle? Do you know? Ada: ha, ha, yea. 

(AboutTTvan—discussion): Dave: ... Mary Roberta? SI; no, it was 

Genevieve at Greenbank. Si: Ivan And I.we got up there to that old 

... He (Ivan) said if you'll get out close to the gate, well. see 

THEM GIRLS. If you do n 't we won't, ha, ha. I wouldn't get out to open 
the gate and he turned around and came back home, ha, ha. 

Evan: dann youl Genevieve: Evan 1 beg your pardon.... your saying. 

Dave: say nice words, Evan, ha (all laughed) Dave: I never saw that 
broken leg (Evan's) Genevieve: I had to keep him in bed for 3 weeks. 

He couldn't even turn over. At 3 o'clock in the morning he'd get awake 
and I'd have to read him a story. 

Dave: Ada, I understand you used to speak over a radio WPBI in Baltimore. 
Tell us what it was about. Yas It for a beer co.? . Ada: So, no. ha, ha. 

Ada: I wason for 15 minutes. It wasdramatic sketches, different things 
each week and on for 8 we^ks. Some interesting things did happen. 

The announcer said "I don t think I can go on the .... air. I didn't 
know what to do. There was no one else to take over. So I was trying 
to go on with tne program and think up what to say In case he did 
colapse there, ha. But he went on tneough with it. Dave: You may have 
been an announcer if He'd colapsed. Did you have an audience? Ada: Just 
a small one. In those days they sat in another room at that time.—the 
control room. Dave: what were the stories about: Ada: or, different J) 
things. Let me see. One I gave about Pappa and the boy. I don't 
know If I'll remember it. Perhaps Evan would like that. 

Ada : "But it's not so agreeable about 2 o'clock in the morning when you're 
dead for sleep and you wouldn't give anything to hear pres. Truman speak. 
Well, this little boy woke up about 2 and said "Hey, Daddy. What? Did. 

.What do you want? nothing. Then go to sleep. I ain't sleeph Daddy. 

.ell, I am young mfn. ITju not abit. Daddy if you was rich what would 
you buy me? I do^ t know, go to sleep. Wouldn't you buy me nothing? 

I suppose so. Thefi what would you buy me? Maybe a steam engine, would 
the wheels go round and round? Yes, yes, go to sleep. Daddy, if I 
was rich I'd buy sou something. Would you? I'd bjty you some choc, drops 
and ice cream. No one wa .ts to hear it this time in the morning. Go to 
sleep. Daddy, daddy. Well? what do you want now? Let me think-- 
I want a drink of water. No you do.'t. Yes I do, daddy, (thinking., 
there'll be no peace until the boy gets a drink you get water) I do^'t 
want to hear another word from you tonight, young man. I can spell” 

dog, daddy. No one wants to hear you spell it now. Yes, please. 
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OA-T--dog. Is that right daddy. No it isn't, but nobody cares. 

Then it's D-0*G ? Yes, yes, now go to sleep. Then I'll be a good 
boy, won't I? Yes, you'll be the best boy on earth. Good nite, daddy. 

Good night. --Daddy, daddy —-don't you wish you had 2, 3 5 or 

300 little boys? 

Ada: I haven t done that one for years and years, (relatives laugh). 

* Si: I'm going to bed. You'd better too. 

SI: (pretending to be a politioal candidate) "on this auspicious 
occasslon, it is very gratifying to see your ignorant faces. (Si changing 
his voice, ha) I'll give you a dollar a vote for your vote" Dad: that's 
what they were trying to do. Dave: what are your planning to do this 
week: Ivanj well, I plan Co making a little hay, taking off some 
honey, kill a few ground squirrels, whistle pigs and kill a little time. 
And visit a little with my relatives and friends, and then figuring on 
going baok to work. Save a little of my vacation for deer season. I 
do like to hunt deer. I haven't had very much success as far asbringing 
in some game. A lot of exercise and enjoyment—just running through the 
woods toting a gun. Dave: what you doing ther e. Dad? Bleeping? 

Dad: finishing up a good nap. I didn't go to sleep last night till 
hal$ past 1 o'clock, waiting for you to oome in and you didn't get in. 

But made up for it this evening. Dave: Did you know we were coming 
in yesterday or today? Dad: I heard you were coming in to Ivan's last 
night. Said you phoned through and said where the key was at (to get in 

the house at tlitro.). I'd a. Dave: I told him to leave it 

under a cup on the back porch and he didn't like that idea much. Ivan: 
we were on a party line and I didn't want all the neighbors know where 
I was hiding the key. So I told him I'd leave it with his old girl 
friend aoross the street, Hattie Howell. (She went to Wesleyan same time 
ad Dave) Dad: did you find anything to eat? Dave: they Just about ate 
it about all up. wasn't much left there, (kidding) We went to the u 
cellar and opened up peaches and pears and plums and apples (kidding) 

♦ and we really had a feast. This is Aug. 21 , 19h-9 .(all eating at 

table).Ada: did you have a lot of raspberries this year? 

Dad: a few. Had 1|° gallons one year. 

(End of first side of cassette) 

(Eating at table, all talking, not clear.) 

Genevieve : One of our cousins up home (Arborvale) Ed Arbogast's boy, 

came along in a car and we were out there making hay. Stella said *EB 
you don't haye any children yet?" He said "Well, we're still trying" ha, 
Ada: If at first you do n 't succeed, try, try again. Dad: Is that 

thing recording everything we say? Dad: do you want any berries? If 
you do go in t here and help yourself. I'm going to shave. I've got to 

go to that funeral. Dave: did you see Melinda out there a while 

ago? Ada: yes, yesterday, not t today. Dave: she can't hear well... 

( flame s wallower ) Dad: .gas in his mouth. Did you see that 

Ralph? He set that on fire and it went dosn his throat, then asit came 

out. Si: stahnx alcohol flame.and when they stiok that in 

their mouth they generally let out a mouth of air to keep the heat going 
away, you see. Dad: As it came out his throat he lit a cigarette. 

(Dave (started to put a lighted match in hlsmouth) Dad: Oh, don't 
do that. Dave: I saw Bill Viering (at Wesleyan) chew up a razor blade 
and supposedly swallow it, but probably put in a side cheek. 

Si: .he looked like he was drunk, this fellow. He was asked if 

he'd give him a push to get the car started. He said, yes he'd push him. 
She backed off abouc, 20 feet and came a sailing and smashed into the baak 
of that thing and smashed the bumpers right off and flattened the 

49 fenders, and nearly broke that fellows neok. ha, ha, ha. 



little 
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Si: (talking about a boy who lit seat of his pants and a gas flame 
shot out and breaches on fire—use wool pants instead of cotton. Ha, 

Si: talking about danger, that's dangerous l 

Si: I wonder who reported the deer lick, salt lick back of the water 

fountain? ( The game warden said there was one reported there. He was 
up there at 2 o'clock watching for them. Dad: Now if one comes there, 
they'll kill it. Si found the head of one where they dressed one up and 
left the hdad down in the hollow. A nice buck. 

Will Curtain: Wasn't it old man Sam Gibson.he could tell you 

right smart about deer. He was sick in bed and we went up there one 
time. Ivan: (or Si?): Yes, I used to like to go up there and listen 
to the bear stories. He'd sit there and smoke his pipe and tell the storie 
Indian Fight : (maybe later get a better or clearer version from the 
original reel tape instead of this cassette.) Dad: The Indian, had his 

hide so greased he couldn't hold him. Uncle Hugh would tell that. 

Si, how was it? .lie shot at the iqdian and he had a muzzle loader 

and before he could get another shot, the,Indian,-*-there ware two of 
them ... (one?) indian going away, and he said he got him down and 
his hide was so slick witri grease he oulon't hold him and he said he 
(indian?) was reaching down to get a knife out of his scabbard, the 
indian was.... I oan't tell you all the story but he find ly killed the 

indian. The one he shot first was.he noticed him just as he 

got through with the other one, he propped himself up and he was ready 
to shoot him(whiti) man)..(/) Uncle Hugh used to tell that. It was 
interesting to hear him. It'd take him about ^ hour to tell that story 
about Joe Logst (or Louset?) 

Dave: wasn't it uncle Hugh as a boy that was chased into a log by a bear? 
Dad: That was Uncle Harmon, a long time ago, no, it was Uncle Hugh, 
by the way. Uncle Harmon told him a doe on the mountain had some young 
fawns in a brush thicket. That he heard them in there. He told Uncle 
Hugh to go up there and he could catch them. He'd been told that if 
you go in screaming and yelling and squalling that a fawn will lay right 
down and you can run right in and pick them up. And he dreamed he had 
a cane, a complete cane, with a knot on the end turned you know. The 
night before he dreamed something about being in a fight with a bear. 

So he went up the hill here. He saw a cane, and out it. Just carried 
out Just like in his dream. So he went up to where uncle Harmon said 
he saw that doe that had the fawns in there. He got up there in brush 
, you know and he went Jumping over top the brush and hollering and when 
he got in there, there was an old she bear that reared right up in his 
face , that had cubs in there. He went backwards and got out and started 
running. He ran down on the sugar* flat, where there was fct a big hollow 

log there and he ran in that log. Well that would be the place the 

bear would want him wouldn't itl ha, ha. I... would a climbed a t ree. 

He was scared to death and didn’t know what he was doing t .... Uncle 
Harmon told Uncle Hughe that he heard the doe in the thick brush. Si, yw 

you've heard him (Hugh) tell about it. Si: yes, he told me "I saw 

if there was any running to do.....that Harmon, he #new that 

was a bear in there, ha, ha. End of tape. 












Stories by L.D.Sharp . etc . taped 8-22-U.9 

Ada, Ivan, 

Stories: Otha, deer hunting, school I 

Dad: Bowd (Boude) fjannah went out one evening to hunt the oows and he 

had his dog with him and he went back upon the mt. on Gauley. The dog 
ouine up on an old she bear and cubs. (Dave: was it before you were 
^ born? Dad: No. I was going to school, a chunk of a boy. The dog took 
for the vear and the bear took after the dog to run it from the cubs. 

;Yhen he saw the bear and dog coming he climbed up a pine tree. The dog r 
an to the tree for protection and the bear came to the tree and saw him 
up there. The bear went right up the tree after him and the dog ran 
away. It was a smaL1 pine tree. He shook the tree, it was tall and slim. 
He shook en d hollered a id -hey heard him all over Elk. Old man Billie 
Hannah, a mile away, heard him hollering. He said he knew Bowd was 
in distress. He got hisgun and bit for there as soon as he'could. That 
bear, gave some knaws and drove his teet into the t ree. They said he was 
scared nearly to death. And Billie Hannah got within about 100 yards, 

I expect before that old she bear left that tree. The dog ran off. 

The bear went after her cubs. He shook her off the tree. A bear can 
climb* a large tree, but it's hard to climb a small one. SI: was he the 
fellow that ran into a wild cat? Dad: yes, he was going before daylingt 
one morning up on the mountain after cows. He had his dog, maybe the 
same dog, with him. The dog was in front of him and this wild cat went 
up on a tree to jump on him and the dog happened to be in front of him 
and he jumped right off the tree on the dog. He said he had a oane with 
him It was a big dog and into it they went. He and the dog killed the 
wildcat. He said if he hadn't had the dog it would have killed him. 

Dave: Didn't you catch a wildcat in a trap? Dad: yes, up at the forks 
of olatyfork creek, near Buck hollow. I saw a wildcat in my trap. 

The biggest one I ever caught or bought. I threw ■ETrT across ray shoulder 
and his front feet almost touched the ground. I'd gone up close to him 
^ and got a oane (stick) about as 1 rge as my arm. It was a dry stick. 

I got up to kill him the first lick*. I was going to hit him dith dll 
ray might and I hauled away with all that I had and he growled at me. 
vVhen I gave him the lick, the stiok broke off right above my hand 
and the stick went the other way. The stick was rotten inside. Boy's 
I went and ot me a stick that I knew wouldn't break. I tried it. 

I went up again. He laid on the ground and growled gr-r-r-r. Everytime 
I hit him —about four times before I killed him. That wildcat had 
Jumped in every direction trying to get out. The stake had gone down 
about 12 inches to the flat limestone rock. If he had jumped upward, 
there wasn't a thing in the world to hold him The hole was 3 inches 
across the top. But he had jumped and worked the hole big in the swamp. 
If he had Jumped at me that stake would have come out. Ivan, it was in 
a muck near that swamp just below where you cross that swamp there at 
that appletree. XfiXJt I'd set the trap for coons. 

Skftl Will Curtain : one time when we were up there hunting something came 
down that laid die mt. like a streak of lightening. It wasn't any sheep 
nor deer. Dad: Over on Gauley, a boy there if clothes would have come 
off, they'd have come off. I was over there watching a deer lick and a 
deer dug a holee in the ground I expect 2 feet deeft where we had salt. 

I got down in an old pine tree top. I secured myself down in there 
hiding myself From the deer. It was hard to get in there aid just as hard 
to get out. I looked across where the aalt was,there was a big wildcat , 
--right at the deer lick. I don't know how it got there—it~must have 
slipped around the other aide. Those big ones they oall catamounts. I 
sign ted with my gun. An Englishman (there was an English settlement 
at Linwood to Mingo) was there with me and we wanted a deer so bad. He 
was watohlng another deer lick. I sighted and studied if I should shoot* 
it. If I shot it I wouldn't get a deer. Finally I deoied it was pretty 
close to time to leave there and I'll Just kill it. 
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The wildcat came there looking for a deer, smelled around an looked. So*.* 

I got down like this, you know --It wasn't over 20 steps from me. I | b I 
cracked down on that thing—I remembered afterwards, —I'd looked at those 
sights so long, that I tfust looked at the front beed- That catamount did- 
nt know where I was at. He wanted to get away from that shot and right 
^ into that pine top where I was and you never saw a boy come sol It scared 
me todeathl I came oft of there yelling at it. I didn't try shooting again. 
It wasn't trying to get me. But I didn't know it. Then it gook off the 
other way. Boy I was scaredl Si: Was you as scared as the time you shot 
a cub ear off a log? Dad: That was up on Slatyfork rat. I shot a oub 
bear off a log. There were 3 of them together. The were comeing down 

off the mt. I'd never seen a bear in the woods before. I saw what I 

thought was 3 black hogs, that I thought belonged to a man named Ben 
Varner. I was sure they were black hogs. Dot within about 100 yards. 

I'd seen pictures of a bear. I'd never been to a zoological garden. Xhxt 
They came down to about 5>0 or 75 yards of me and I saw they were bear. 

They Just dropped down in the water and wallowed like dogs. They were 
hot because they were manning. A man named Woods Dllley was after them 
back on the mountain. I thought I'll just kill them. I had a single 
shot Winchester. The Jumped up out of that water when they got through 
wallowing . The old one had her tongue out. A big log ran right along 
besie a sugar tree and some beeches. I'd heard uncle Harmon Sharp say 

about bears. You yell "halt" to a bear and you yell "yenk" to a deer, 

and they'll stop and give you a chance to shoot. So Just asthe bear 
passed this big sugar tree I hollered "halt" and she stopos d that quick, 
and turned her head the other way—the sound echoed the other way. I 
could have shot her irrthe neck. Si could have sht her neck off. But I 

moved back against a big tree about 2j feet over.(partly behind a 

tree?) Itve heard if you shoot them behind the shoulders,in the breast 
orhead, it wouldn't kill them. But just about 6 inches of it's mck 
^ showed and I could have shot her in the neck, I believe. I was afraid 
I couldn't. There w-iS a tree about 18 Inches right behind the shoulders 
of the oub. I moved the gun back to the oub and shot it off the log. 

I kept trying to put a cartridge in my gun and dropped two shells. The 
old one thought I wasbelow t ere. She Jumped off that log right toward 
me, if I was to drop dead the next minute. Sjumped right square off and 
trying to get away f rom me. She Jumped as close to me asthat door. I Just 
Jerked my gun down like this. I got the shell Just started in. Then 
she Jumped 20 feet down over the hill. So as soon as I got the single 
shot gun loaded, I took off down below to nead her off. Si: did you kill 
the cub? Dad: Yes, I killed it but I didn't get it there. She had 
run down to the road at Ode Gibson's (a recent man) —Just below Ode 
libsons and she turned back to get the cub I'd shot. I could have stood 
there and shot for 15>0 yards where I saw them come down if I'd stayed 
where I was at. She rad now there and came right back up . Thlscub went 
over to the run where the water was. The blood had sprinkled the snow 
on both sides. I went on up on top of the high point and there was a 
laurel patch there. She wen in that laurel. Blood was flowing out on 
both sides on the snow. DwenTup in the laurel--she might have eaten 
me up alive—that cub eing wonded. I crawled thru the Jutuh knob and I 
heard them break and run out. It had laid down there. I went down over 
the hill after them, but couldn't see them. So I decided to go down and 
get Ben Varner —they lived there where Shaw's lived (in recent years) — 
that old house. I said "Ben, I wounded abear up here and I wait you to 
come up and we'll kill it. So Ben got his gun and went up there with me. 
^ He says you go around there and watch and I'll go up and take it's trail 

and follow it thru—blood on the snow.I got on one side of the 

_, tree as he came up and I jumped out at him and scared him to death 1 ha,ha, 

' ' But he might have shot me7lsKouI~have had better sense. 
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'iie said: let's don't go any further. Henry Sharp (lived on iddle Mt.)__ 
has a bear dog. You go get chat bear dog and we'll come back here in lUl/ 
the morning. I said: well, dL 1 right. We came down to 3en's and then \ » 
along the old road home. I told my father I shot a bear. Next morning 
it snowed about 6 inches that night. He said: "those bear won't stay on 
Slatyforlc mt. They will go to Cheat tonight. Everything is snowed over 
and we're out of wood. I wouldn't go up and get Henry Sharp's dog for 
there isn't any use --you can't see anything and you can't get on the 
trail". My father told me that, which was right if you reason it out. 

So about two weeks later it set in warm weather and snow went off and 
Woods Dilley(/) ran across uncle Harmon. He said:" who killed one of 
those bear over there? I follows an old she and 2 cubs over the mountain 
and went back the next day and Jumped them there on the Johnson Flat. S 
She bad one cub. I followed them tillthey went to Cheat. Some one killed 
one" Dad: well, it was within 300 yards of where we left them. That was 
a loss. 

Dad: Well, another time over on the other side of Slatyfork maintain 
I saw where it looked like someone had dragged a log right up over the 
roughest place across mossrocks. I wondered what had dragged all that 
moss, making such a road thru the brush. I took my gun down rright 
tnereand went on up about a 100 yards and then up on top of the flat 
and there was a swamp there. They'd killed a sheep—an old bear was 
dragging that sheep. There were three others with her, 2 cubs and a 
yearling. All of them went thru that swamp. Law sakes a live, what a 
groiip of bear J I went on up on top about 100 yards and looked and saw 
them eating on that sheep. There was a felled tree and she was laying 
on the other side of the tree. I saw her head on the other side of the 
tree. They killed the yearling the next day. It wasa l/3 bigger than &>g 
the cubs. They'd fight like pigs. If you've ever seen pigs sucking. 

-<ne would knock the other one out and he'd run around and get another 
test. That's the way they fought there and I stood and watched them with 
my gun this way—cocked for 1J? minutesor more. Dave: whj didn't you 
shoot one. Dad: well, I was waiting for the old big one. The wind was 
going strong across that way toward her. I thought die'd get up directly 
and I'd kill her first and then kill the whole bunch. All at once she 


got a whiff of me. They never looked up. If they'd looked and then ran 
I'd have shot. But the let that sheep go and ran for dear life 1 The 
old big one, she just came up out of there and put her feet up on that 
log. I had the fairest shot in the world, I reckon. I drew the gun 
sight in to her neck and I never touched a hair on her, ha. I came home 
and sent word up to old man Bill Gibson. I tokd him the bear are killing 

all your sheep. They went in there thV next morning with a bunch of 

dogs, and told Bob, my brother-in-law to come down here and tell me 
about it and for him and me to go right on to the top of the mt on this 

side and they'd go in on the other side of Slatyfork and take the dogs < 

thru. So Bob, may have been disappointed because he oouldn't go with 
them. He thought it'd be all over before we got there and he didn't 

come at all. So. they had gpne down on Slatyfork (creek) 

in that pine patch (head of creek?) and they put the dogs after them and 
ran the yearling bear up a tree and they killed it. The (dogs) fought 
the old she clear up the mt. and held her until the men got pretty close 
to her and she'd break away and then the dogs would catch her. She went 
right on up to the op of the mt. where Bob and I would have been if he'd 
come on. They said they'd give him time to get there. So they only got 
to kill one bear. I've had the most expenerienoe not to get a bear of 
almost anybody in the country, ha. 

Bad: I've lost 3 deer ri-;ht in succession. I killed one here about 3 

years ago. I got it. Dave: you have a picture of it. 






31AYTTOM* W. TA. 3UHUPI.3 p agf l J\J' 

The flret eohool at Slatyfark that ve know of vae at "Slipoery Rook" on tho old oeunty 


sufrron* w. ta. schools 


rood between tie present poet office *eid the veter fount w, end near a haute oelled the 


Veliev houte". 311ae Sharp, hie brothere end o the re In the oomnunity attended there. 


One day the teaoher vat whipping him and SHat tald "that't enough" l The t»»*eher tald 


"I'll tay when II'e eneughl', hut he didn't whip hla any acre. 


The teooad teheol vat a log eohool houte that vat hi lit about 1875 aereat the road from 


tin Sharp Cemetery (plot** eneleted). The teacher vae qotmHjt Montgeuery Mattheve, 


hut vat ealled by the otudenta "®ua Lathlae*. Apparently * Cum" >.%* short far a syllable 


in the word "Hontgomry". kajwemtxkanextara le may hare become Bounty euperlniendefll later 


Me had three flngere on one head md tvo on 9u other hand. 


Aaoag the etudente vhe attended there vers the children of Sllae Sharp, Shell Hannah, et«. 


Luther tald Qua Kathlae vae a ttrong dlnolplimrlan, ueing "hicb->rv tea" (vhit) at every 


opportunity. lie had **i "eooreointlon M for the older nrettv alrls *nd strongly dioo<wayed 


the beyt from Moving attention te then. 


The third ooe.rooa eohocl vee ne«r the eonfluenee ef sirtrfork creek and *ik River. 

^ U burned tbeut 19'7 after being vacant a few yeore. Texohert were Allie Qlbeon (1911- 
l c 12), *r. fb*rp, Sadie Wanrah, >da She rp, *r. Cue tie. 'tudepta were children of Davie 
"annah, Saa Hannah, Seu Gibeon, Tleyd Salferd, Saa Selforf, Mr. Painter etc.. 


The fourth md lergeet ©ne-rooe *<h ool vae hollt ebout 1919, which rev le the Sletyfbrk 
Methodist church. At one tlue a partition vee lnetalled to aake it a tve-rooa aoheel. 

It cloeed in the apring of 1930. Teaohere were Faulire b pyer, Violot Littlefield, Doek 
1 anuah, Genevieve ^harp, Ruth Connlnyhna, Oeye Hannah 


•oa* etudente var* f\>rt#r Reabriek, Kathleen C»rt*r, Dare The.rp, ten •»*’ Helen 
Johnson, L»ole Siemaae, Rayarnd Pace, velene Soberly, Archie r ‘iheon, and the 
Children of Lee Hannah, Oe T i. Panoah, ohn Tlstcr, Floyd Oalford, Pace Hannah, 
Oerrge Creaer, the l«nnere. ''•oWeelye end velfardt. 
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XXMM Dad: p ve j^ned one at the top of the mt. at the (red) oak stand P * 
(I think at the right hadd corner of middle mt meadow—knob) ^hot about 
a 100 yards. Didn't hink I'd hit it. Killed!t dead. It ran around the 
hill and another fellow got it and took off down the mt. with it. A 

man came around the hill, they scared the deer up to me. He said "some 

one killed a deer out there—right out yonder. He di ot one shot (my shot) 
and I came arund there and he just grabbed it up and ran down the mt 
and I followed him a way down yonder and I'm jufctnow coming back up."Dadi 
I got up before daylight He came in here (store) and had it checked. 

He knew he hadn't killed it. There wasn't but one shot fired there. 

Well, the other year up on the mt I shot one right thru—too far back 
and It ran about 100 yards and fell. Blood Just gushed out as far ast 
the other side of thmt box (in room). It got up and ran about 20 feet 
and fell again and a pile of blood. The next time it fell a fellow 
named Martin came and picked it up and he went down to the camps (hunters 
camping down below). He never got it there. I'd hurt my foot and had 
nothing but artic shoes on so I could hardly go. Henry Shaver came to 

where I was and let on, hesaid he was sick and wanted to go home, or I'd 

sent him to see. I'd gone out to wehre I'd shot. I just went there and 
fell down different times. The ground was a glaze of lee. You ooulidn't 
stand on the earth. I had to hold on to hickory trees. There was one 
p]a ce around there if I'd of slipped I'd gorm 30 yards right on to those 
rocks and maybe killed. I saw the danger of me slipping and I turned to 
come back to the fire, do that fellow got that deer. That was two of 
them. Then about 3 years ago I shot from one end of the meadowto the 
other (middle mt meadow) —the biggest deer. I took 8 two shots at him 
before he went to the far end of meadow. He turned around and I must 
have drawed the gun 6 feet over his back. I hit him plumbs as a dollar 
right in behind the ribs, and he fell and I saw him ther. I hollered 
for Lowell Gibson to come. The deer got up anwent over the fence and 
and around below following the does. He got over in that big hollow and 
slammed right into the bank There was a hole that big where that big 
gun hit him. But he was shot too far back. We found the deer later. 

Henry got the horns and they're out here. That was 3 ddew lost. 

Ivan : didn't you kill one there before? .Dad:....I yelled: "I've 

got him, I've got him". Ivan came running thru the meadow. I shot that 
deer 50 yards—shot him right in there and went on thru the deer. Never 
found the bullet. That deer didn*t fall. He dropped down abou 12 inches 
of the ground and ran close to the ground. He ran to the fence and jumped 
the fence and then tumbled down about 30 yards and died. Ivan and RA ph 
cam running. Ye yelled " you got him". That was a nice deer, I tell you, 
Dave: remember the turkey you shot and couldn't find the bullet hole ? 

Dad: ha, ha. the turkeys were feeding with their heads down and I shot 
it plumb in the "back" part, and nevermae a hole in the turxey. It 
flew across the oreek. I went over there and there it was ]& ylng. ha, ha, 
Dave: told story of seeing a white wild turkey at head of Slatyfork creek. 
Had a 25 Stevens single shot. Ttioutdlit it wasa tame turkey because it 
was white. Then decided to shoot bu€ had to shoot right landed (not used 
to it) and missedthe turkey. Dad: I did an awful foolish thing, St that 
same place. I heard a turkey cutting a shine in that hacking, I slipped 
over to the briar patch that was in patches then. It's grown up now to 
big timber. An eagle(?) had a big bunch of small ones and was trying 

to catch them.and up flew this eagle and he went within 30 

or 20 feet of me, right on down flopping his wings. I had a shot gun, 
and if I didn't let that Eagle get away in order to g et a turkey. That 
was really foolish. I co ld have shot his eyes out. Well the turkeys flwv 
flew out and I didn't get any then, but I called.and I killed 3. 

(End of first half of big reel to reel tape) 
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Starts: Si playing some on the piano. 

Dad: (Regarding the old log shcool house on the hill): Dad: that's the' 
"high" school I went'to (high on hilll) where I got 411 my education. 

It fell 2 or 3 years ago. I can tell you how old it is. Take 3 off of 
77 (1875) It was built 74 years ago exactly. I was 3 years old when 
they sent me up there to school. My father took me up there .... to fin¬ 
ish it. George Painter and later on lived at Valley Head, built it, old 
man George and he used to live here on Middle rat in the Henry Sharp ^ 

house. My father took me up there and I watched.a lttle fewllow, tf. 

you wouldn't think a fellow 3 years old would notice. He was shaving, '**'**(' 
you know, planelng planks to sela it inside. Planed it by hand. I’d 
see cho shavings fly. I'd go up every day. My father would go, and 
watch him putting it together,--the old school house, and sealing it 
inside. I was three and Ella and Melinda would take me up there to the 
school house and they'd take a sheepskin for me to lay on. (during school). 
I4d lay there on the sheepskin asleep. At dinner time, mother told the 
girls she'd watch for me. I'd come home for dinner. I’d go In the 
mornings. She said she'd sec the Itittl white headed fellow a running 
down the road. 


Ada : It’s amazing that you'd remember that. Dad: the reason I remain- 
ered the age, was ttahat my mother always told me. Ada: now, did they 

eat their luch up there? Dad: well, Belinda did. and I did later^- 

on. Mother said i'd say I was coming home to "eat gravy" ha, ha. I was 
raised on gravy, ha, Dave: are those Iocs still up there? Dad: some 
are Just as solid as can be. Dave: I wonder if one could build a camp 
out of them. Dad: those logs could last 200 years.... 

...that church over yonder ( the old log church ?) over a 110 years old, 
the back part of it, you can "eaten your liana in It.... all of it (rotten) 

It still stands. It's gonna fall down one of these days and kill a lot 
of people. It just rotted. It was never wektherboarded. 110 years. 

Rained, beating on it, just like on a log heap, and it's just as rotte. 

I said,"why my goodness aLives. It's dangerous for us to be in ere" But 
Jack# Baxter(?) said "I believe the best thing to do would be to jaoke it 
up and get concrete blocks and put it on., that's what I thought we ought 
to do." They have song services ther and they can't ka (pay?) the 
preacher. The people don't pafc enough. Only about 4 there that pays. 

There was 100 people there the other night and they took up a collection 
and got $15 or $20. Only paid a little bit themselves. Dunbrack's 
daughter, clerk in Clifton Forge Grocery co, said she came up there and 
couldn t get in and she went back home. Dave: doesn't It have a little 
balcony in the back? Dad: seems like there is one upstairs. There 
were so many people then that I couldn't enjoy it. I couldn't get around. 
On Pros. Roosevelt : Dad: iie just ruined the country. That’s whut he 

was elected on.old Roosevelt and Truman. (Genevieve laughed) 

Roosevelt placed a liquor store on every corner in the USA. It's killed 
10,000 people with it's advocating liquor. Dave: (kidding) well it 
balanced the budget. Dad: He "douced"(?) it i Yes, he did, with 200 
billion dollars in the hole. there was never a mai in the USA 


that was elected that was as ornery as he was. ... because the whole 
bunch of the are a bunch of drunkars and divorced people. Si: (Jokingly) 
"now, we'll hear from senator Curtain", ha, ha. Mrs. Roosevelt was 


preparing to get a divorce when he was running for office and some of tham 
told her not to as she wouldn't get in the whitehouse, if It caused him 
to lose the office, so I'm told (Later confirmed in James Roosevelt's 
book) Genevieve: don't you know that Mrs. Roosevelt came out here to 
see Dad ? J Violet; yes, I heardd that. SI: (pretending to be Dad, 
who shook her hand) "I want to shake yo^r hand", ha, ha. Mabel: she took 

Ramona up in her arms.Dad: i said "now watch out Ramona, thay 

might kidnap you. (before he knew who it was) I was scared. Mable: you 
didn't know who they were. Dad: No. and Jennibgs Randolph,... one of the 


fellows, There were 4 other senators and reporters alom? 
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(Randolph) aaid (whispering to Dad) "out there is Mrs. Roosevelt" & \Cfk 
Theysaid I had my shirt tail hanging out and my hands were (dirty?) and fyJ 

T T»on nn)- t-.h cno omnn :• oil h Am srwi T qaf "Tt: eH naa mA ’T»o a +■ Vinrinn ^ 


I ran out there among all of ohem and I said "it gives me great honor 
to shake the hand of the first lady of the land" 1 ha. ii . ha. ^ 

Dad: the reporters came in the store and asked me what I thought of 
Pres. Roosevelt (before I knew who was out there) I said "times are hardT'"^ 
en wo'rk J fiTwhile and then they shut works doun and they'd hardly get 
money enought to live on." They said"well it's better than it was 4 years 
ago, wasn't it?" I said "no, it's nothing like it was 4 years ago, and 
it'll never get any better as long as they keep that thing there in the 
White House l Judge Sharp 3aid he read a pqp er out west about Mrs. 
Roosevelt stopping at a country store and the merchant told the reporters 
that time8 were hard and would never bet any better as long as they kept 
him in the white house 1 ha. ha. Dave: we saw a report of it in that 
honorverte paper. They'd taken the clipping out of a Washington 
newspaper. They said they'd stopped at a Pocahontas Co. country store a 
and told all about it. .Ve out it out and had it in the showcase in the 
store far a long time. Ada: I'd liked to have seen that. Dave: It 
might be out at the store now. Dad: I don't case, I say Just what I 
think. But it makesme almost mad to hear the name of old Truman and more 

yet of Old Roosevelt, because he threw this country in a.that we'll 

nver get over, and he fixed la£.... I heard him say the night before he 
was elected that the first thing "I do 1*11 go after prohibition," and 
that's everything he did carry out. V.ehen he got in there he changed 
everything in the world but the resurection of Christ and the birth of 
Christ, and h6 ould have changed that if he could. He changed Thmks- 
givirt. , Dave: (Joking) What did you think of him asa man? Dad: 

A ..ian with no principle. He wouldn't tell the truth unless he couldn't 
find a lie to tell. Is that enought Dave: (pretending to be a reporter) 
what is your name? Dad: It's L. D. Sharp, and he's a republican! ha. 

Si: was it necessary for him to add that 6 ha, ha. Dave: now we'll have 
an ai nouncement by our station manager. Si: That doesn't necessarily 
represent the viewpoints of this station. These are political viewpoints 
only, and we try to give both sides of al 1 questions. We will now hear 
from Senator Curtain and get his viewpoints on him. We ask youu, ladies 
and gentlement to tune in next week. Now have you bought your grow-pup 
dog food this week. Now a mixture of this vd llput an end to your .... 

It's « wonderful dis. We have sltestimoney here of the ones that have 
eaten it, and here is Mrs. Ada Curtain, ha, ha. Mrs. Curtain has barked 
all night, ha, ha.. Mrs. Curtain is that true? ha,....and Mr. Will 
Curtain, said Bow wow, bow wow. Dave: Mrs. Curtain will give us your 
testimony? Ada (barking) bow, wow. ha, ha, ha. 

(starte other side of Cassete (Side 2) 

Si playing the piano Dave: Now Mrs. Curtain with one of her poems: 

Ada: If I'd known this morning how wearily all the day the thoughts 

unkind, the trouble behind that was sad when you went away. I (would 
have?) been more careful darling, nor give you* needless pain. But we 
hurt our wown with look and tone, we might never take back again. We 
have smiles for the stranger and a kind word for the one time guest. 

But KaxHUxkXoiiKxawHxvtkt el: laalcxand^taaaJpc but all for our own a bitter 
tone, though we love our own the best. How many leave the house in the 
morning and never come home at night? and hearts have broken for harsh 
words spoken, that love can never set right, (perhaps an oritlnaL of hers?| 
Anothher: by Ada: this one is a little Canadian Lullaby: 

My pretty brown baby with eyes 11 k« the sea. When the sun touched the 

top of the wave. V/hat for you play.... with me. 

You wanta do Just a3 sho do? Oh, little brown baby speak up and tell 

me. An you say.grown eyes.... something to say. but... on your 

lips will keep moving all day. Oh, little brown baby, the pride of my 
life. What ni 11 you be when you grow up You'll get your wife , work 

•Ee^yo^re’i^ ^1“.?!?? tl J e .-?° Unty fco roam ltd path*. —... . 
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on the farm ... All over the oounty to roam I'd rather you'd stay 

where you are my. just a little brown baby to me. To love 

to cherish through all the day long. No Joy comes so great that I see* 

But Its true .. done went He push along the edge. He make no 
..except to you. It's hard to think that someday we be dead. It seem 
very strange but its true. 

Ada: Now this Is my interpetation of a little girl: 

You're as ... and as cold as a stone little oat. The done throwed you 
out and left you there all alone little cat. I'm stroking your fur but 

you don t never purr, and . where little cat. Why is that? Did 

they poslon your stomach inside little cat? Diad they pound you with 
bricks or beat you with sticks, little cat? Tell me that. Do you hurt ^ 
very bad, when you die? Why didn't you run away and hide little cat? 
There's tears in ray eyes, aause I most always cry when a pussy oat dies, 

little cat. Think of that. And I'm very sorry, besides. 

burry in the soft groudn, little cat. V.h$ I tucked the green grass 

all around , little oat. They can't hurt you no more.so sore. 

So Just sleep quiet like a cat and for-get all the dicks.. 

Another: Sometimes in the quiet evening, when the shadows creep from 
the west. I think of the twilight songs you sang, ..I'M the boy the..., 

.. you loved(best? best?). Little boy with the ... of head., thats 

long long ago was (thine) I wonder if you sometimes long for that boy, 
oh little mother of mine. But now he's come to man's estate, grown 
stalworth in body and is strong. You scarce would believe that he 
is the lad you hushed with your slumber song. Ihe years have altered 

the form and the life. The heart is unchanged by time. only 

thy boy as a goal. Oh, little motherof mine. 

Another: They had been married Just 3 weeks and on her honeymoon. She 

was a very energetic young lady and had married a young man noted for his 
lack of noble qualities. One night while they were on the honqrmoon the 
groom was awakenedby sobs from the bride. "’.Vhat's wrong, what's the 
matter"? "Oh, I've just had such a horrible dream" Well dear, adreara 
isn't anything to cry over, hat did you dream? Oh, I Just can't tell 
you. Oh, I dreamed I was over to ‘^arlinton, and I saw a fign in a window 
that said: Bridegrooms for sale, boo-boo. All the lady s were going 
in and I went in too. Well Dear, what's the matter,, what was it all 
about? Oh, there suoh good looking husbands there, that sold for $10,000 
a piece. Veil did you see any there amonth t ose $10,000 jaax* crowd 
that looked like me? That's the worst of it. You were with the ones 
that were tied in bundles and sold for 30 cents a bunch, boo booo. 

Dave: Turn on your radio next week and hear some more poems by Mrs. 

Ada Curtain. Now we'll have our midnight horrow program. Now Genevieve 
please laugh. Genevieve and Ada started laughing hilariously for two 
minutesl? (Si playing the piano ) 

Dad: Story of OtEa Hannah dying: Well, he took diptheria and died.About 
two weeks before that one of the other boys, Joe, a mlsoheevious boy died 
of diptheria too. The parents were uneasy About him because he'd never 
been converted. They thought he might be lost (to hell) Otha was dead 
maybe an hour and he came too. He said he'd been in heaven. Aunt Martha 
Buzzard who'd been dead for years. She witnessed aL 1 over the county 
and shouted all over the church. He said: (Otha) I saw Aunt Martha 
3uzzard. He knew her and a number 08 people I knew of. I saw a boy that 
lived up on Elk, that took the Lord's name in vain and he was in hell. 

The Savion showed me he was in hell. The Savi or asked him "why did you 
take my name in vain"? He was in the flames off ire, suffering and k 
tormented for taking his name in vain. He was lost. He said it (heaven) 
was the most beautiful place one could imagine. After a good while he 
said to his mother (Mrs. David Hannah) I'd like you to fix something to 
eat. I want to eat with you. She prepared something and told him to 
coraB to the table. He went to the table and he sat there and didn't eat 
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ahy. She went ahead and ate and asked him why he didn't eat. iie said' ^ 
"while you were eating the Savior fed me wn light loaf, milk and honey" 1 
And he said of a small baby there (Mary, who married Sam Gibson), I can 
fchafcetake the baby and put in the fire and it won't turn ox* Harm it. He 
wanted the baby to show them what he could do, but they wouldn't give 
it to him. He said I can take this handkerchief and throw it up ggainst 
the loft and it'll hang there. He threw that handkeroheif up against 
the loft and they said there looked like the differeence of a knife 
blade between it and the loft, and it stayed there until the next day. 
Grandmother Hannah (Hester), had a small baby (Mary) and didn't go to 
the funeral(the next day.) She asked them what time they burried Otha. 

They said about 2 o'clock. She noticed that handkercheief laying across 
the back of the chair at 2 o'clock—at the time they put him in the 
grave, the handkerchief came down. 

Otha said, I can 3how you where heaven is.(this was after he came back 
to life) He went outside and showed them back in yonder and siad that’s 
where heaven is. It was all lit up (after dark) , the whole heaven. 

"Now, this is the way PapAs coming, down this way. He'd (David) been 
to a sale (on ^lk) The said a light lit up like a flashlight, the way 
he was coming. After a while he arried home. Otha told him all about h 
heaven and all he'd sen. He'd never seen Aunt Martha Buzzard. Some 
people say we'll know peiojle in heaven. He saw her and knew her. He'd 
never maakxk met her in his life. She died before he was born. (His 
father, David said:) : well, son you've come back to stay with me. Otha 
said, "only for a short time.. I can't stay. It's too beautiful over 
theri In heaven. " I'll tell you what you bought at the sale. lie told 
him of everything he bought. You bougt a colt and you were going to 
give it to Sarah and me.(Dad:"that's my mother"). He said that that is 
right. So he finally at last said: "I'd like to lay down before the 
fire. Make me a pallet bef cr e t he fire." He lay down there and never 
moved a hand n<r foot. They looked later on and he was gone. I got abut 
ahead of my story. He said to my mother (Sarah) "can't you see the Savior 
and Joe? They're just as plain as can be. Here goes Joe and there's 
the Savior right there in the room. She couldn't see them with her 

natural eyes. He (David?) was uneasy about Joe, but he was saved. He was 

a misohievious boy, nothing mean about him, but he**d never confessed. 

Of course, he believed from his training. (Dad quoting the Bible)): 

"Ye who believes in me shall not perish" 411 the family were great -- 

Christians, and one was a preacher. My grandfather lived so strict 
after that that he wouldn't eat anything cooked on Sunday. 

My mother said to me when I was a boy, "don't whittle with your pocket 

knife on Sunday or you'll lose it." Oh, they were strict. We were 

taught if you take something the good Lord sees you. They taught us not 
to lie or steal. And you'll never prosper. Along that line of thought, 
when I was going to school, there were two boys that stole everything 
they could get their fingers on—pencils etc. Ihey're old men now, about 
my age, one is 3 years older and they have hardly olothes enought to bury 
them. We all had the same chance. Our fatharshad farms about equal. My 
mother said If you steal something you'll lose some other way. Those 
would steal and thexve had a hard time of it all through life. I've worked 
hard. The good Lord surely has taken eare of me. 

Lassiters: "one of thme is in Calif, and one was sentenced to thepen 

on acoouut of not registering. One in Jail wrote me a letter last winter 
—in calif. 
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any. She went ahead and ate and asked him why he didn't eat. ^e said' 
‘•while you were eating the Savior fed me wn light loaf, milk and honey" 
And he said of a small baby there (Mary, who married Sam Gibson), I can 
xhafcetake the baby and put in the fire and it won't burn or harm it. He 
wanted the baby to show them what he could do, but they wouldn't give 
it to him. He said I can take this handkerchief and throw it up gainst 
the loft and it'll hang there. He threw that handkeroheif up against 
the loft and they said there looked like the differeence of a knife 
blade between it and the loft, and it stayed there until the next day. 
Grandmother ^iannah (Hester), had a small baby (Mary) and didn't go to 
the funeral(the next day.) She asked them what time they burried Otha. 
They said about 2 o'clock. She noticed that handkercheief laying across 
the back of the chair at 2 o'clock—at the time they put him in the 
grave, the handkerchief came down. 

Otha said, I can show you where heaven is.(this was after he came back 
to life) He went outside and showed them back in yonder and siad that's 
where heaven is. It was all lit up (after dark) , the whole heaven. 

"Now, this is the way PapAs coming, down this way. He'd (David) been 
to a sale (on ^lk) The said a light lit up like a flashlight, the way 
he was coming. After a while he arried home. Otha told him all about h 
heaven and all he'd sen. He'd never seen Aunt Martha Buzzard. Some 


people say we'll know peio;le in heaven. He saw her and knew her. He'd 
never aukxk met her in his life. She died before he was born. (His 
father, David said:) : well, son you've come back to stay with me. Otha 
said, "only for a short time.. I can't stay. It's too beautiful o»er 
ther< in heaven. " I'll tell you what you bought at the sale. He told 
him of everything he bought. You bougt a colt and you were going to 
give it to Sarah and me.(Dad:"that's my mother"). He said that that is 
right. So he finally at last said: "I'd like to lay down before the 
fire. Make me a pallet befcre the fire." He lay down there and never 
moved a hand n<r foot. They looked later on and he was gone. I got atm 
ahead of ray story. He said to my mother (Sarah) "can't you see the Savior 
and Joe? They're just as plain as can be. Here goes Joe and there's 
the Savior right there in the room. She couldn't see them with her 
natural eyes. He (David?) was uneasy about Joe, but he was saved. He was 
a misohievious boy, nothing mean about him, but he**d never confessed. 

Of oourse, he believed from his training. (Dad quoting the Bible)): 

"Ye who believes in me shall not perish" All the family were great -- 

Christians, and one was a preacher. My grandfather lived so strict 
after that that he wouldn't eat anything cooked on Sunday. 

My mother said to me when I was a boy, "don't whittle with your pocket 
knife on Sunday or you'll lose it." Oh, they were striot. We were 
taught if you take something the good Lord sees you. They taught us not 
to lie or steal. And you'll never prosper. Along that line of thought, 
when I was going to school, there were two boys that stole everything 
they oould get their fingers on—pencils etc. They're old men now, about 
my age, one is 3 years older and they have hardly olothes enought to bury 
them. We all had the same chance. Our fatharshad farms about equal. My 
mother said if you steal something you'll lose some other way. Those 
would steal and thexve had a hard time of it all through life. I've worked 
hard. The good Lord surely has taken eare of me. 

Lassiters: "one of thrae is in Calif, and on* was sentenced to thepen 
on acoou.t of not registering. One in Jail wrote me a letter last winter 
—in calif. 





Match 24, 1977 


Mt. Pave Shatp 
Shatp 1 6 JeweleAi 
3049 Madison Hoad 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Vcat Mt. ShaAp: 

SS &°Z £2£ mch “**“>»**«“•*■* 

«**«£ me> 

ialkvi made 20 yuvu ago about this littZT^yT' - * 

vu mmvuiuI Mat out finding* ate the ttutix, and I do uiish mote 
I?SZZjTh!?aZL*l! a ** ^ hate with me as many details as jou have. 

mSu u *• muuMML - m *“*■»“*«*«»«*« 

Agaot, my apology iot this tettibly late thank you note. 

Cotdlally, 


&JM, l, ^ 

Elisabeth K. Rom, M.P. J 




' all package* mocked 
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BIDDLE & OHESTER STS., J 
Baltimore, Md. 
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OFPICB OF* THI CLERK 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY COURT 

Marlinton, W. Va. Jan -7th , 1910. 

Hugh C. Sharp. 

TO c. J. McCARTY, Clerk. Debtor, 
'.^recording _ deed_from 

T o C opy ot Po od ___ 






Received payment this _ 


_ day of _ 


To transfer fee 0 50 

19 Total charges $ 

- -4 -Clerk. 


...Deputy. 

The clerk is required under penalty of fine and impiisnnnoent to collect all fees and ^nts as prescribed by law_ 

Jhapter 15. Sec. 5, Acts of 1908. 











SLATY FORK SCHOOL 

Slaty Fork, West Virginia 


Presented By 

EMMA S. HOWARD. 

Teacher 
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fratfrr & trljnlfl JlitBurattre Agrunj 

d ( InciirporaltJ) 

i General Insurance 


Hlarltuton. ■rut ktrgtnta. January, 1<3, 191C. 
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•■*r. L. 0. Sharp, 

Slaty Fork, Want Va. 

Dear Sir:- 


4 

;* - 

' Vi jjp* MVp 


Se are enal oolng herosith .oltoy, as p, r etatomoo’ 
— in, for *50.00 or you , dwaUln? . you told r# th . t 7ou wb m 

^3901Ina vapor lights and 1 forgot to ask yc u , tat » ake of ^ u 

U 10 ^ e °° ary th “ yOU • P—H for the us, or thl^Ught 

attschsd to f h, policy, ,m you kindly adv„, „„ th » „„ tpi * naM 

Of the light, the name of ^manufacturers and their address, I ,i„ 



t)|en! male® out the permit 
promptly, and oblige, 


you, kindly do thlg 


/oura ver 
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$Mft Qttiu department 

BUREAU OF ACCOUNTS 
■Uutyington 25, 9. C. 

February 27, 1953 


Mr. L. D. Sharp, 


Slatyfork, West Virginia. 

Dear Mr. Sharp: 

This has reference to your letter of February 16, 1953 , to the 
Postmaster General, regarding your eligibility for an annuity based 
upon your service as postmaster. 

The records of the Department show that you were appointed post¬ 
master at the fourth class post office in Slatyfork, West Virginia May 
15, 1901 and resigned August 28, 1916. * 

Public Law 215, approved May 22, 1920, was the original United 
States Civil Service Retirement Act under tfiich Federal Government em¬ 
ployees were first accorded annuities based on such service. However 
Section 1 of the Act required that an employee to be entitled to any ' 
annuity must have been actively in the service on August 20, 1920. In 
view of this information it appears that you were not eligible for any 
retirement rights when the first retiranent law became effective. 

Since tho passage of the organic Retirement Act of Hay 22, 1920 
there have been many amendments made thereto by acts of Congress but 
none have been retroactive to include cases where employees left the 
service prior to August 20, 1920 as in your case. 

Sincerely yours. 






Mr. L. D. Sharp* 

Edray, V. V a . 

Dear Sin 

We received your letter of the 26th enclosing two con¬ 
tracts for the extension of lease on timber. Your price of 
•% $2500,00 is more than we can afford to pay. In fact* we would 

have been better off had we taken the timber off when it was 
due to be removed the first time, as the market has gotten worse 
since that time, and there are not any signs of ,it getting 
better. Therefore, we are arranging to remove the timber 
before the present time expires. 

We are returning the contracts herewith. 

Very truly yours, 

WEST VIRGINIA PULP & PAPER COMPANY, 

< ' t- 

LUMBER DEPARTMENT. y 

// 


SDH 













CONTRACT OF AGREEMENT ***** 


This agreement made rnd Entered Into this the _ day of Aug¬ 

ust nineteen and thirty-two between L.D.Sharp , p°rty of the first 
•-errand the West Virginia Pulp & Paper Co.,(a corporation) party of 
the second part. 

Wltnesseth 5 That for and in consideration of the sum of twen¬ 
ty-five hundred dollars W2500.00) payable on or before Moveraber 
ISth, 1932 the said party of the first part agrees to give a ffcve 
lh) year extension of time from expiration date of contract now in 
force for the removal of timber and for rail way right-way up Slaty 
Fork creek. All agreements set forth in contract now in force be¬ 
tween the above named parties shell remain binding except the exten¬ 
sion of time as mentioned above. 

In witness whereof, the r -ties hav, ereunto set their har.d 
o». t 1 :1 s the _day of the >- -.h of t _ 1932. 



\ 1900 

■"*4 * _ * -Si I 

d*£ttt lum^w rP^Xgncf; M • •—* ' --—-——- . 1 

J wiltl give yo«* fSqfVfl"* 
on My land whe-re the Old mill set *n» , also i place, to stock 
your Xu-ib^r just above n y ricariov* fence running bach to th^f. 
mill, You tp place a temporary fence around the lumper yard 
to connect with ^ny brush fenee running up the hill 

alsc? to make urcad from the mill yard to the main road 

If 

bf*Lv,tj«n N*y barn yard fence and Slatyfork and you to bui^4 
-two .gated <pne at the road and one at the corner of . # the 

Barnyard,! and to keep sane. closed This agreement 4a In force 


for two j^Vara from, this date . after j&ueh tine you to patry 
V ^^ 7e -Po-Ucra^- h —42# J pver ttU 


two year> /oy to tufn over to A* all shtde and buUdi*|s 
Also the lut«r that j 6 not Merchantable after you are doue 
sawing . In passing through land with your Trawroed you 1 
a'-e to cut no timber except beech to be used in building «aid 
triinroad rx«*ept on the fightofwqynndany Saw t iabe yonjth*. '• 
ngh^ of way that yoi^cut you are to pay me for- ' $ 

■ ’'T. V 


'•xi -u*. 






LV-' V ' 1 -jj 

wmj x 1 


H. T. WARJMANN, 

Tax Collector |Vii>lon County, 

OCAJ.A, FLA. 









George C. Beale to Timothy Glunen April 1856 363 acres 

Deed from Geo. C. Beale to Timothy Clunen bearing date - April 1856 
for 363 acres of land lying on Elk River and bounded as follows, 
to wit: Beginning at 2 beeohes near the big spring branch of filk 
, Thence N 59 W 80 poles to a birch and spruce pine N 39 W 229 poles 
to a beech S 88 W. 52 poles to a sugar and beech, 3 25 E 2l4 poles 
crossing the middle run near below a water fall to a sugar tre 6 on 
top of a ridge S 1 I 4 . W 66 poles to a sugar tree and beeoh , corner 
to David & John Hannah's survey of 500 acres and with the same S \\.0 
E 124 poles to a pine & ironwood S 80 E 128 poles to 2 beeches 
S 40 E 154 poles to a beeoh & sugar tree, leaving said lines N 20 
E 57 poles crossing the Old Field Fork of Elk to a spruioe & Beech 
on the east bank of the Old Field Fork of Elk uu river Thence 23 W 
180 poles to the beginning 

Abstract 

A. L. McKeever, Recorder 
13th *ay 1870 

Baok side 

Front: Geo. G Beal 
to 

Timothy Clemon 


Dave: this deed or dooument may have some relationship with 

the sheet headed: "David & John Eannah Deed to (Clunen?) 266 
See the other deed. —signed by a S. H. Clark 






John 3 . Floyd . inquire, >overnor of Virginia Deed to Adison toore 
and ^eal M- /*». Aff 

John 3* Floyd, Ssquire, Governorthe CoL .onwealth of Virgini a: 




To all to whom thes presents a hall come— G R V 1 TI .&: Know ye, th ot in 
con formity with a Purvey, ma de on t he 22nd day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred an d forty eight by v irtue of ^and Office Treasur y 
arrant No. 12.8lj6, there is granted by said Co amonwealth.unt o 


Adison Moore and George Deal a cer tain Tract or Parcel of Land containing 
even hundred and twenty aix acres lying and being in the County of 
?ocahontas, on both sidea of Elk River, adjoining the land of Gillian 
Sharp and a survey known by the name of the Pennell & rherwood survey 
and bounded as follows. Viz— beginning at u spruce pine and beech on 
the Last bank of the Old Field Fork of Said River, twelve poles above 
the mouth of 31atyfork on said Sharp's line and with the same so as to 
to include any of said sharp's land 23 W 750 poles crossing Slatyfork 
at 12 poles and the dig dpring at l6o poles and rik River at 373 poles 
to 3 sugar trees on the point of the Searpen Ridge near the main top; 
thence leaving tbo "Pennell k Sherwood"survey S 60 ff 6o poles to a 
yew pine & beech in a flat near Dearpen & N 80 W 1|0 poles to a maple 
k vew pine South 40 poles to a sugar tree and beech in a flat 3 55 
W bO poles to 2 beeches S 25 E 352 poles crossing the Kill Middle run 
below a waterfall to a sugar tree on top of ridge 3l4 W oo poles to a 
sugar tree and beech corner to David and John Hannah's survey of 500 
Acres & with the same 3 1^.0 J3 124 poles to a pine k indianwood S SO 
t: 128 poles to 2 beeohes 3 I 4 .O E 154 polca to a beech & sugar tree, 
leaving said line N 70 '£ 57 poles crossing toe old Field Fork of Elk 
to the beginning, with its appurtenances. 


* To HAVE AND To HOLD the said Tract or Paroelof Land with its_ 

appurtenaonea, to th e aaid Adison Moore and George Beal 
their heirs forever 

In W itness Whereof , The said John B. Floyd, Esquire, 

Governor of the Co mmonwealth of Virginia hath hereunto a i t hia 
hand and caused the Lesser deal of the said Commonwealth to be 
affixod at Richmond, on the thirty first day of July 
In the year. of ou~- Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
forty nine, and of the dommoowealth.. th# seventy fourth. 

(Signed) John B. Floyd 

(Wax Seal attached 

k* 2 **) Hotel Underlined words are printed by a press 

on the document. 

Ivan Sharp got Uncle Hugh Sharp's old Deeds etc. This was among those 
papors. This deed does cover land on Gauley «it. Wm Sharp bought liaaon 

Sharp land on the Gauley side of Elk at Slatyfork. >Ha Sharp aibaon 
retained mineral rights on Gauley .It., so she must have owned some land 
there at one tia*e. The water falls mentioned must be the one near mouth 
of slatyfork. (or remotely the one on Duck Hollow—up Slatyfork) 

^ Why does this Deed say "Include any of said Sharp's land"? 

Ramona sharp Shipley has the original Deed In her possession. 
(Parkersburg, W. Va. 








from Benjamin Rich, October T875 


reoeived 105,000 A 


Whereas, Benjamine Rich and Thortitos (?) Courow (?) who were joint 
owners of the James (?) Welch survey of one hundred and five thousand 
acres of land situated on the head waters of ^lk and Gauley Rivers in 
Webster and Pocahontas counties in the State of .Vest Virginia did on Jk 
the day of October 1875 enter into an agreement in writing with 
Nimrod(?) G. Mundy and Hugh Sharp of the State of West aforesaid ly 
which agreement the said Mundy and Sharp were to take possession of 
the said tract of land; and whereas the said Mundy and Sharp did take 
possession of said tract of land and did build a house on the same 
and the same Munday and Sharp now have possession of said land; and 
whereas the said agreement under which they entered into said land has 
been lost er mislaid. Now this paper writing is made for the purpose 
of reoognizing and (? )*-(cosetie ?) using sA&d agreement and 

the tenananoy of the said Munday and Sharp and(?) continueing said 
tenanoy. 

Witness our hands and seals the 27th day of October 1887 

Benjamin Rioh (SEAL) 

N. G. Mundy (SEAL) 

Executed In duplicate H. C. Sharp (SEAL) 


This was some sort of a deed or attempt to get a deed 
for land maybe supposed to be reoorded (but wasn't)?) in the court 
house. (Some records were lost during the Civil War when records were 
hid In haystacks etc to prevent the Yankees(?) from taking or banning 
them. (One record book was lost then) 

Or this may have been an attempt to claim the land by "Squatter's 

Bights"—t 
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How *r, Sharp, there It Just one thought thdt 2 with td giro you 
and that ie that the stockholders of this Pair Comparer are Juit a little 
different from the Pair iteelf. In other words, the stockholder#'give to 
the people of Tooahontae a fair ground on which to hold their fair and in 
return they should and will get a reasonable return on the Abney invested. 
ThUfair itself is a public spirited propoaitlon but the fair ground is a 
business proposition, although, of course, the Investment is prompted to a 
very great extent ty public eplrltedneas, L in other worde . the first item 
on the fair company's expense account is the dividends to the stockholders 
and then the other expenses oonneoted with the fair before the premium lie 
1 b considered , so that the stockholders can rest assured that they will ge 
their divide n d ^] Of course, all the property, buildings and everything oon 
nccted~with the fair belongs to the stockholders, but it is Just the way w 
have of handling this proposition to make it S success financially. Then 
any one donates service to the fair, they should got feel that they are do* 
rating anything t* the-etoekho Id era but they are Simply helping .the fair., 
feel sure you will catch my idea and that it le of great aeSltanOe in iell 
stock, and the only way that we eould handle the matter successfully in ny 
opinion. In other worde, we are to treat it as one separate and distinct 
proposition. °f course, anything more than the 1 % dividend that the fair 
would make in any one year will be paid the ■toekholdara./hut in 

mind is that we are going to pv them a dividend ae our lneuranoe tHIt 
we take out insures the payment of the dividend'even though it rains every 
( day of the fair.^J 

He have the following old subscribers from your dletrlot who 
have not paid up as yeti 













^ day of the fair.^J 

*e hare the following old subscribers from your dlatrlot who 
hare not paid up as yeti ^ 


Mmfc* \ 



0 shares 
10 * 

» 1 • 

2 • 

8 • 


How it seems that there must he tone-error in regard to.J. R. 
Gibson* b subscription as Jake told ae a few day« ago that he did'not know 
a J. R. Gibson. We are enclosing hie subscription oard. 


Now as far as the GlbsonO ate concerned, they sOea to be holding 
off on account of Pat Gay still living on the property, but the fact of th« 
matter is Mrs. Gey le taking oare of the grounds and buildings for us and 
making no charge except the rent of the house, and we could not begin to 
make ae good an arrangement with aryone else; besides, she glvee splendid 
meals at a reasonable prloe whloh Is another feature. Vow as far as Fat 
Gay Is concerned, he Is not known In this agreement we hare with her, but 
vo n Vnnw Vmw t.h. mat ter stands between Gibson and Gay, and we will leafs t) 
matter in youy' hands to handle a s you think be^t, Btft, -of course''the ' 

l£th 7 : ♦!. 


of thlB month we are supposed to turn all unpaid Subbdriptlbne that were 
subscribed for prior to the fair over to Our attorn^r, but we are going 
to leave this action entirely with each director Of his community. You 
can make a report on the above unpaid subscriptions at your convenience 
and handle.them as you think best, and at the same time investigate the 
J. R. Gibson subscription. 


Ve sure have a great deal of Interest worked up In this enter¬ 
prise and this year’s fair IS certainly going to be a great credit to our 
county and have the biggest crowd In her history. 


Now at any time there is any Information you want or any assist¬ 
ance we can give you do not hesitate to oall on us. 


rears for the b*st Pair in W*«t Virginia, 




President. ^ 










David & John Hannah Deed to Clunen ? 266 aores 

(Courses?) of land sold by David & John Hannah to atty 

containing 266 acres on the water of the middle run being part of a 

survey of 4£° acres bounded as follows (Tourt) 

Beginning at a sugar tree and beech corner to 720 acres pattented to 
George Beel and Adison I.loore and with there line N l4 E 68 poles to a 
Sugar tree & spruce pine on a ridge N 25 W 180 poles crossing the 
middle run to yew pine doble ironwood & sugar tree on a steep hillside 
thenoe leaving said line S 85 W 70 poles to 2 yew pines and Chestnut 
by a drain S 11 W 100 poles to a beech & birch S 68 W 49 poles to a 

yew pine sugar tre & lynn N 52 W 4& poles to an ash sugartree & yew 

pine S 27 W 28 poles to 2 yew pines near a large ledge of rocks 
S 5 W 130 poles to 2 yawxplwaaxwaaw -ju.laKgaxl maples Sc spruce pine 
N 86 E 246 poles to the beginning which is the division line 

signed S. H. Clark 







* 


Thomas Wood's Deed to Win Sharp 


Jan. U. 1843 ^ 3 , /tf f/f ^ 


Deed from Thomas Wood and wife to Wm Sharp bearing date 11th day of 
January, 182^3 for one undivided half of Lot No. 8 known as a survey 
made by Stephen Sherwood in the year 178o - on which a patent issued 
in the year 1787 in the name of Joseph Pennell ( the half of the lot 
aforesaid) oonveyed by Wood to Sharp contains 2500 acres, and bounded 
as follows, to wits Beginning at 2 sugars on top of the mountain 
on a line dividing Lots No. 7 & 8 . Then with the said line S 33jj W 
526 poles to a birch on a rooky ridge, thence N 27 W 10514- poles to a 
Beech & Spruce on Gauley fountain. Thence N. II 4 . E. I 4 . 8 O poles crossing 
Elk River to a beech and cucumber in a small bottom near the river. 

S 36 E 1200 poles to the beginning. - 

Abstract takenf rom Dedd of Record in Clerks office of County 
Court of Pocahontas in Deed Book No 3 Page *** 5H*. 

Teste 


Wm Curry clerk 


Thta abstract taken from Deed Book #3 Page 5llj- 


Ramona Shipley, has tte original abstract of Deed 
Reference made to Deed Book #3, Pag e '5H4 

y/ 

Whioh William Sharp is this ?? 

Wm. II (1772-1860) lived and burried near Fairview. He may have 
bought it for Wm III-?? (age 71 when deed written) 

'l Wm. Ill 1815-1388) lived at Slatyfork and buried in Sharp cemetery. 
-age 28 when Deed made. 

3y 0 hacking the Court House reoords, one might get a clue, sinoe 
this Is only an Abstract of the Deed. 


4 M 


k/ m 2£- 7irtmZir 


1 




Report on Lot #8. — a Correction? Lot 7 & 8 July 19, 1854 


Copy from surveyor's report made 19th July 1854* by S, H. Clark, of 

Lot No. 8- Begin at a oucumber S 37^ E crossing Elk at IX 150 

poles in all l 490 poles to a sugar tree in plac^ of a stake called for 
~ in pat. of Lot No. 8 & No. 7 ( ? ) (sva l/3 102 poles longer 

S(?) (S35, ?I) W crossing big spring at 300 ~]a tyfork 6>0 in ll6o to 
a pine & two birches on west brow of mountain variation & 88 longer, 
thence X N 33 W 370 no cor (corner.-') found hickory called for. 

1° variation N 2 W crossing slatyfork at 276 big spring at 380 
crossing slatefork at 276 , big spring at 380 , crossing(elk (?)) 
at 1288 m ( ? ) in all 1754 to big -(beginning . ( ?) 

Ramona Shipley has the original copy of this. 

A reference to Lots No 7 & 8 is in Thomas Woods Deed to Wm Sharp 1843 

A reference to Lot # 8 is in Deed of Vta Sharp to ii Sharp, Jr. i 860 
(but this (i 860 ) is after the above "report" 




Vito. Sharp. Sr. (II) Deed to Wm. Shar 


This deed of oonveyanoe made this 2nd day of Nov. in the year or our (70 
Lord § one thousand eight hundred and sixty between William Sharp Sr, 
fid the County of Poacahontas and State of Virginia of the first part and 
William Sharp, Jr. of the bounty and State a£ aforesaid of the second 
part, witneseth that the said William sharp Sr. of the first part in 
consideration of the natural love and affection he bears twward his son 
Ittn. Sharp, Jr. and for the further consideration of the sum of five 
dollars to him in hand paid by the said Wra Sharp, Jr. before the enseal¬ 
ing and delivery of these presents the receipt thereof is hereby acknow¬ 
ledged by the said William Sharp, Sr. hath given, granted and conveyed 
and by these presents doth give grant and «onvey unto his son vta. s harp, 
a certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in the oounty of 
Pocahontas and State of Virginia on the waters of ^lk River and contain¬ 
ing 2020 acres being part of a lot of 2951 acres known as half of Lot 
No. 8 of the Pennell Survey formerly conveyed to Wm Sharp by Thomas 
Wood and wife and bounded as follows to wit: Beginning at three beenhes 


near a low place in Middle Mountain on the line dividing Lot No 8 Thence 
S. 82^ W. 105 poles to a Sugar and Beech on the brow of the mountain. 
Thence S lp2 W. 22 poles to two sugar trees on the brow of the mountain 
Thence S 20 W. 66 poles to two beeches and Sugar tree by a drain. 

Thence I 4.6 W. 76 fOU£ 5 ) \y 21 poles to two sugar trees & 


beech. Thence S 765 W 76 poles to two beeches and cubumber. Thence 
S 20 W. 52 poles to a beech and two white lynna on the side of the 
mountain. Thence S 71 W. I 4 .O poles to a cucumber and beech. Thence 
3 2l\i E. 201 poles to two ashes and two maples on the top of a ridge. 
Thence 3 3lp W. 103 poles to two beeches and sugar tree on the back line 
of the original survey. Thence with the 3 ame S 27 E. 785 poles to a 
brioh on a rocky ridge, thence N 33i E 526 poles to two sugar trees on 
the top of the mountain. Beginning corner of the original survey. 
Thence N 36 W. 670 poles to the beginning. 

To have and to Hold the same two thousand and twenty acres of Land 
together with all and singular the premises and apportfienance'-3(^) 
unto the Said William Bharp, Jr., his Heirs and assigns forever 
To and for the only use and behoof of him the said William Sharp Jr, 
his Heirs and assigns in all Time to come. 

In Viitness whereof the said William Sharp Sen,, (Sr?) hath hereto set 
his hand and (Seal) the day and year first above written. 

Signed, sealed and acknowledged 

In presence of William Sharp (SEAL) signed 


Pocahontas County to Wit: 

I, William Baxter, a Justice of the Peace fcr the County aforesaid in 
the state of Virginia do certify that William Sharp Sr. whose name is 
signed to the writing above bearing date on the 2nd day of November 
i860 has acknowledged the same before me In my County aforesaid, 
given under my hand this 2nd day of Nov. i 860 
William Baxter, J. P. 

Clerks Office of the County Court of Pocahontas 6 th November i 860 
This deed from William Sharp, Sen. to William Sharp, Jr. was presented 
in the Clerk's office and the certificate of the execution and acknow¬ 
ledgement being legally certified, the same is admitted to record. 
Teste: Wm Curry , Clerk 


In Deed Book # 8 Page 121 


jJlz&P /f 


— Wr-*? 


J? \ U't+x 
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Hukh Sharp Deed to ■ arah 


Sharp, 3-25-1805 Deed Book 17,Paga 75. 


This Deed .-a. de this 25th day of larch 1885 between Hugh C. Sharp 0 l 
of the flrat part and nrah E« Sharp of the second part all of the 
County of Pocahonta3 .ind otate of West Virginia. .Vitneaseth, That 
for and In consideration of one dollar pa d to him by the said 
arah F # Sharp the receipt whereof la hereby acknowledged the said 
iiugh C. ^>harp does grant, bargain and aonvey to the aald Sarah 
F.. Sharp with general warranty all h s right and title and inter- sfc 
In a certain tract of land (except one hundred and fifty acres adjoining 
the lands of 5, L. Gibson and James Gibson in the southern corner 
of the said tract) and lying on ^lk River adjoining the lands of 
John Hannah, James Gibson, and others and bounded as follows, Vlzt 
beginning at a red oak^ beach and su ar tree below the mouth of 
Slate fork and by the reek on Jaoob Sharp's line and with che same 
N 35 H 75 poles to 2 askus and 2 maples on a ridge, thence leaving 

aald line Worth 79^ - 28 poles to a yew pine and two beeohes on a 

ridge and on a olift of rocks S 71 E 74 P® to 3 beeohes on a ridge 
and opposite the Sharp Sotiool house s80 S 295 poles to 2 linns and 

2 beeohes on the s.de of blate Fork fountain S 18 E 1^ poles to 2 
beeches near the brow of the mountain S 79 E 7& poles to 3 beeohes 

3 56 a 28 poles to 2 beeches 3 67 E 92^ poles to 2 sugars cor to 
the original tract of which this la a prt and with same (or sane)? 

S 33j W 650 poles to a spruce pine and 2 batches on the side of the 
tft, N 27 W 1 52i| poles to a sugar and beech by the pike. Thence 
leaving said line N 34# .3 29 to a stake N 10£ E 10 poles to a ohcrry 
by the road, Tbenoe W 13^ W 63 poles to 3 beeohes by the creek 

N 3i W 23 poles to a beech and 2 spruces near the bank of the creek 

N 47 N 40 poles down said creek and through a mill dam to the be¬ 

ginning corner, and containing twelve hundred acres of land,more 
or less, and bwlng a part of a tract of 2020 acres conveyed by 
Deed from Wm Sharp to the said Hugh C. Sharp. '.Vitneaseth, the 
following signatures and seal this the 25th day cf March 1885 


Hugh C Sharp (Seal) 
his mark 

Teate Wm 3. Hannah, Jr. 

Samuel (W?)(M ?) Gibson 


State of West Virginia, Pocahontas County —To wit. 

I, a justice of the said county and district of Fdray dosafck 
certify tnat Hugh C. .harp whose name is signed to the above 
writing bearing date 2$th day of ::aroh 1885 hath this day aokhowledged 
the same before me in my said County. Given under my hand this the 
26th day of March 1885 

Henry N. Hannah, J. P. 

(?) 

Pocahontas County Court Clerk's Office, June 15* 1885* 

This deed from iiugh J. Sharp to Sarah E. Sharp was presented 
in thAsoffioe, and thereupon toghether with the oettifioate 
thereto annexed is admitted to record. 

Teste John J. 3eard, Clk 

(paid 1 Z $1.25) ^ent by mall to Hilaa Sharp asper his order, 

July 10th 1885* John J. Beard, el'k. 
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SLATY FORK SCHOOL 


Presented By 

EMMA S. HOWARD. 


S. D. Hannah 













(jjo Sara and Mary Gibson's Deed to Sarah 10UiJU^£GmUft&? Sharp 3-11-1989^ 

This deed i^ade this 11th day of March 1839 between Samuel M. Qlbson and 1 
Mary J, his wife of the first part and Sarah E. Sharp of the second part, 
all of the Co* of Pocahontas and State of W. Va. Wltnesseth that for 


and In consideration of the sum of one dollar cash paid in hand the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged the said Sara i.l. Gibson and Mary 
J. his wife doth sell and convey unto the said Sarah E. Sharp a certain 
tract of land lying in t e co. of Pocahontas and ttate of \V. Va. on the 
East side of Old Fiold Fork of Elk Elver, adjoining the lands of S. L. 
Gibson, H. N. Hannah and others ( it being a tract of land conveyed to 
said Samuel M. Gibson and wife by George P. Hannah and also a tract of 
35 acres conveyed to the said Sami M. sibson by J. T. (or LV) Hoggaett 
containing in all two hundred and t wo acres more or less together v& th 
all appurtenances there unto —attached and waraant generally the land 
herein conveyod. Witnesseth the following signatures and seals* 

Samuel M« Gibson (SEAL) Mary J. Gibson (SEAL) 


State of *V. Va. , Pocahontas County. 

I, ri. N. Hannah, a Justice in and for the County and State afore 
said do hereby certify that S. M. Gibson whose name is signed to the 
writing hereunto annixed, bearing date on -he 11th day of March I 8 S 9 
acknowledged the same before me in ray County aforesaid. X also hereby 
further certify that ilary J. Gibson, the wife of Sauuel M. Gibson 
whose names are signed to the writing hereunto annexed bearing date 
on the 11th day of March 1889 personally appeared before me in my 
County aforesaid, and being examined by me privity and apart from her 
husband and having the writing aforesaid fully explained to her. She 
the said Mary J. Gibson acknowledged said writing to be her act and 
declared t hat she had willingly executed the Same and does not wish 
to retract it. 

Given under my hadd this 11th day of March 1889 . 
v -“enry N. Hannah, J. P. 


Pocahontas County Court Clerk's Office, Jan. 7th , I 89 O. 

This deed was this day presented to me in my office and therefore 
together with the. 


Dave: This Mary Gibson was the sister of Sarah (Hannah) Sharp, 
and the daughter of David Hannah. Also the sitter of Melinda Hannah 
that married John Rose^sister of Rev GSo. Hannah, Henry, and of 
Otha who died and had vision of Heaven. Mary was the baby that Otha 
asked to place in the fireplace to show that it would not be harmed 
when he had his vision. Another brother, Joe, died a few days before 
Otha. 





Ml Silas Sharp, Sarah Sharp & Hugh Sharp to L. D.Sharp (Book 26,Page 56) 

' March 30, 1895 (TI 

This Deed made this 30th day of March, 1895 between Silas Sharp and * * 
Sarah E, Sharp, his wife and Hugh C, Sharp of the one part and Luther D. 
Sharp of the other part all of the county of Pocahontas and State of 
^ W. Va. Witnesseth: That for and kin consideration of the sum of one 
dollar paid to them by the said Luther D, Sharp the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged, the said Silas Sharp, Sarah F. Sharp and Hugh C, 
Sharp doth grant,bargain, sell and convey unto the said Luther f# Sharp 
with general warranty all their right, title and interest in a certain 
tract of land containing 1+96 acres and bounded as follows. Beginning at 
2 Lynns and 2 Beeches on the side of Slatyfork fountain, corner to Hugh 
C. Sharp and with his lines S 18 E 1+2 1+/5 poles to 2 Beeches near the 

b _(brow?) of the_(Mtn.?) S 79 E 15 poles to 2 Beeches 

on top of Slatyfork Mountain corner to w, Ella F. Gibson and ivlalinda 
C. nannah and with the same S 22 W 26^ poles to a bunoh of Lynns on a 
hill side ; 8 30 W. 68 poles to a stone center and Sugar, Beech and 
Ironwood; S 1+7 W. 350 poles - at 52 poles crosses Slaty Fork - at 
68 poles crosses Duck Lick ^'ork to 2 Beeches and 2 Yew Pines on hillside 
on a line of S. L. Gibson's ueirs, and with the same N. 20£ W. 1+7 poles 
to 2 Lynns and 2 Beeches; continued 21+6 poles to a rook above the 

turnpike road (i N 10 E _(from?) a Hemlock witness) corner to 

lower lot and with the same; and with the meanderings of the turnpike 

road; N. 10 E. 35 3/1+ poles to the Cleveland Rock; N 59 E 85 poles 
a Beech and Service below the road; thence leaving the meanderings of the 
road; S 69^- E 62 poles - crossing the road twice and the Slatyfork and 
the road to a stake by the road at the ford of the creek S 5ov E. 92 
poles to 3 Lynns at the foot of a hill near the Creek ; N 36 E. 1+8 poles 
to a cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber and Beech on a hillside near 
the top of fc spur; N 20 E 1+3 (1+3) poles to a Beech witnessed by 2 beeches 
on a hillside; N 30 E 2l+ poles to X 2 beeches on Hugh C, Sharp's line 

r and with the same S 79a E 108 poles to the beginning. The said Silas 

Sharp and Sarah E. Sharp,his wife, reserves the right and privilege of 
cutting any timber they may want to use and to run any stokk they may 
wish on the said above described tract of land free of charge. Witness 
the following signatures and Seals, this 30th day of March 1895. 

Silas Sharp (Seal), Sarah E, Sharp (Seal) & Hugh C Sharp (Seal) 

( "X" —his mark) 

State of W. Va., Pocahontas County: To Wit; I, A. C. L. Gatewood, a 
Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, do certify that 
Silas Sharp, Sarah E. Sharp, his wife, and Hugh C. Sharp whose names are 
signed to the writing bearing date on the 30th day of March 1895* ack¬ 
nowledged the same before me in my county aforesaid. Given under my hand 
this 30t day of -arch 1895 (signed)*-A.C, • Gatewood, J. P 


W. Va, : Clerk's Office of the County Court of Pocahontas County, May 
1, 1895. This Deed from Silas Sharp & wife, and Hugh C. Sharp to L. D. ■ 
Sharp was this day presented to me, in my offioe, and thereupon, the 
same together with the certificate of acknowledgment thereunder written 
is admitted to record. 

Teste: S. L. Brown, Clerk 


Dade: "Buck Lick Fork" apparently is the run that we called "Buck 
Hollow"—where Lowell Gibson has his camp. 

^ Cleveland Hock is a large rock that rolled off the bank, almost blocking 
the in old road—between "round top of the hill" and a place near 
Lou Gibson's place on Rt 219. "Cleveland" painted on it when he was 
running for President of USA. 





k. s«ap^ f TJ P ^>- 
s^-ssii^r-a p qit\f. 

nMnS ^f the sum of one dollar paid by the party of the second part to 
H IS the first part the receipt whereof In hereby acknowledged, 
the party of the 1 P t h erebygrants and conveys to the party 

lr WlthT £d a $«c?i™ 'f^^Jr^nnSS^i-uj MS- 

% a rr5.h? 

UllX Zl Yew^Pine ?- aS 2 - dead Beaoha. 370* E71* pola. to 3 
oeeonea on a rid.,e opposite the Old school uouse S 77* E 180 poles 

to two oeeohes, corner to part laid off for L. D# Sharp - 

and with the same S 30 W A Poles to a Beech witnessed by 2 Beeches on 
a hillside S 20 VV. 43 poles to a Cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber 
and Beech on a hillside near the top of a SpU&... S 36 W. 48 poles 
to 3 Lynns at the foot of a hill near Slatyfork. N 58* W 92 Poles to a 
stake at the pike at the ford of Slatyfork N 69-3 W 62 poles, crossing 
the road and creek and crossing the road again twice to a beech and K 
service below the road thence with the meanderings of the Purnpike road 
S 59 W 85 poles to the Cleavland Rock S 10 W 35 3/4 poles to a Stone 
X nole short of a Hemlock witness above the road on the old line and 
with the sameN 20* (20*) W 54 pole, to 2 beeches on the bank df the 
Old Field Fork continued 4£ poles to a Birch on che bank of the creek 
corner to H. B. Sharp and with the same N 20 W 22 poles crossing the 

Slatyfork to a stake on the McCutohean line and leaving the same N 30 
E 60 poles to the beginning. 

This said 165 acres of land conveyed by this deed being a part of a 
tract of land conveyed as 1200 acres but afterwards surveyed and found 
to contain 1105 acres and was conveyed by H. C. Sharp to the said 
Sarah E. Sharp by deed bearing date on the 25th -day of March 1885 
and of record in the office of the Clerk of the County Court of Pocahontas 
Co. W. Va. in Deed Book No 17 Page 75 to which deed reference is here 
made for a more complete description of said land. 

The said party of the first part reserves the right to one half of the 
house in *h ioh the said parties now reside and the one third of the fruit 
in the orchard on this tract of land and the said party of the first part 
agrees and binds himself to keep one horse and one cow for the party of 
the first part during her natural life. The said party of the second part 
further agrees and binds himself to comfortably support, keep and maintain 
and furnish with all the necessaries of life the said party of the first 
part during the period of her natural life, and after her death the 
said party of the second part takeseverytuing reserved in this deed by 
the party of ther first part. To have and to hold unto the said party of 
the seono part his heirs and assigns forever. Witness the following 
signatures and seal. Sanah s, Sharp (SEAL), State of W. Va., Co. of Poc¬ 
ahontas, to wit: I, T. S. McNeel a notary public in and for Poc. Co. 
do oertify that Sarah E. Sharp whose name is signed to the writing above 
bearing date on the 27th day of Sept 1902 has this day acknowledged this 
same before me in ray said Co. Given under ray hand this 27th d^ of Sept 
1902 T. S. McNeel- N. P. 

Clerks Office 9-27-02: This Deed from Sarah E. Sharp t o L. D. Sharp was this 
day presented to me in my office and thereupon the same together with the 
certificate of acknowledgement hereunder written, is adimtted to reoord. 
Teste s 3. L. Brown, Clerk 
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Deed Book io. 4&# Page 276 

• v 

IMIS DMKD aide this tha btb day of August, 1912, oetween Hugh C. 

Sharp, party of the first part, and L. D. Sharp, party of tha 
seoond part, ail. of tha Coanty of Poosbontas, Stata of Meat Virginia; 

*» VITVKSSRTM: That for and in oonaldar at ion of tha sua 

‘of Tan ($10.00) Dollars oash in band pftld, tha reoelpt whereof is 
ha r a by acknowledged, and tba natural love and affaotlon which ba 
baars tobls nephew, L. D. Sharp, and tba furtbar oonaldaratlon to 
ba hereinafter aentloned, tha'said party of tha first part does 
hereby grant, sail sod oonvey unto tba said party of tha sacond part, 
a oartaln traot. or paroal of land sltuata lying and balng in tba 
County of Pocahontas Stata of WastVlrglnla, on tba Big Spring Branob 
of die River obtaining 868.64 aoraa, aora or lass, aad is a part 
of 2020 aoras, which is a part of tha lot of 2951 aoras, known as 
"Malf of Lot Mo. b" of tba Pannall survey, foraarly oonveyed to 
Wllllaa Sharp, Sr., by Thoaaa Mood and wife and tha traot of 
land baraby convoyed la bounded and desorlbed aa followat Beginning 
at two sugars on top of Slaty Porte Mountain, aornar to tba Mast * 
Virginia Pulp & Paper Coapany and running I 31-45 M at 4430' to 
tha Turn Pltce, oorner to John T. MoOraw sight aora traot sold by 

Willis* Sharp to R. K. Wilson and with tba Pltce to a saall beach on 

- ; .V' f 

the sdgsof tba Plica; tbanoa M 25 * 33 feat to a saall baaoh and point¬ 
ers on tha bank of a saall drain;. M 47 W 922 feat orossing tbs Big 





<■ 


\'H(rB £ A i 

|om, Mail i agar narked, pointers narked; alao corner to Harnon (A (J 

Sharp's land and with tha aaaa S 21-0? 8 2100 faat; oroaaing Big * 
Spring Branch of Valle In all 31 *. 00 faat to two ashaa oornar to L. 

0. Sharp and with bla llna I 6l -15 ■ 1*63 faat to a stake, two yaw 
plnas and baaawood oallad for now gona; 3 70-30 B 1225 faat to two 
haaahaa on a rldga oornar to tha graveyard lot and with tb» aaac ?' 

11 -30 B 1*5 faat to aataks: 3 86 V 175 faat to a sat atona; 3 11-30 
W 70 faat to a aat atona on tha old llna, leaving tha Graveyard; S 
76-07 K 1*625 faat to two Oaaobaa and two lynna on tha north of. the 
aountaln; S 17*51 S 06 O faat to two haaohaa naar tha brow of the 
nountaln; 3 77-Oo K at 231 feat to L. 0. Sharp'a oornar leaving aue 
and with tha Meat Virginia Pulp k Paper Coapeny in all 935 feet to 
thrae haaohaa; 3 54-30 X 463 fast to two haaohaa; 3 64-30 K 121/ feet 
to tha beginning. 1 

Tha further 0 one lderatlon of tbla dead a a Mentioned 
above, for tha land hereby convoyed la that tha aald party of tha 
aeoood part agrees ana oinoe blnewif tc furnish end provide to 
the aald Bugb C. Sharp all tha proper Maintenance and aupport during 
bla natural life, auob aa olothlng, food, nedloal attention and 
•pending aonay neoeeaary, aa requested by the aald party of tha first 
part, eonslatact with hla atatlon In life, and everything ao aa to 
aa4a tha aald party of the flrat part ooMfortabla during bla life- 
tine and to provide a reepeotable funeral and burial for aaldpartj 
of the flrat part and to araot aultabla ton*-a tone at bla grave. 

Tha aald party «f tha flrat part doaa not bind hlnaelf to do any 
Manual work or labor for tha aald party of tha eeooad part farthor 
than that whleh ha valaatarlly wlahaa to da* Tha aald party of 
tha aeoood part la to parfora hla duties and obligations aa aat 
out In tblc dead at the bona of tha aald Bugh C. Sharp. 

TO HAVI AMD TO BOLD unto tha aald party of tba second 
part, hla helra and aaelgns forever. 



Mountain; S 77-Oo S at 231 fact to L. D. Sharp's oorner lasting tue 
and with tha Watt Virginia Pulp k Papar Company In all 935 faat to 
thraa baaabaa; S 54-30 * 443 faat to two baaohaa; 3 44-30 k 121/ fast 
to tha baginnlcg. • 

Tha furtbar oanaldaratlon of this daad aa wantlouad 
abova, for tha land barahj convayad la that tha aald party of tha 
asoond part agraas ana hlnaa hiuaalf tc furnish and provlda to 
tha aald Hugh C. Sharp all tha propar aalntananoa and support during 
bla natural Ufa, auoh aa olotblng, food, aadloal attantlon and 
a pond Log moo ay naoaasary, aa raquaatad by tha aald party of tha first 
part, sonslstant with hla station in ilfa, and avarything ao aa to 
aaka tha aald party of tha flrat part ooafortablo during bis Ufa* 
tlaa and to provlda a ra.apaotabla funaral and burial for aaldparty 
of tha flrat part aad ta araot sultabla toab~atoaa at hla grava. 

Tha aald party af tha flrat part doaa not bind hlaaolf to do any 
aaaual work or labor for tha aald party of tha aaoond part farthar 
than that whloh ha valaatarlly wlahaa to do* Tha aald party of 
tha aaoood part la ta porfora hla dutlaa aad obligatiana aa aat 
out In tblc daad at tha faoaa of tha aald Bugb C. Sharp. 

TO JUV£ AMD TO BOLD onto tha aald party of tha aaoond 
part, hla hair# aad aaalgna foravar. 

WIT OSS tha following algnatara aad aaal: 

Witnaas to algnatura: J.M.Hannah. Hugh 0. X (tala nark) Sharp (S 
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tko fttt day of Aageat, 1912, bag tbia day oabn o olndgad khf mm 
**•*• ti» 17 Mid County. T- ' ■ *** ■ 

Olran under ay bond tblo tbo 2*.day of Septeaber, 1912. 

- yr .• ’ . ®. &• Wolford, Jurt&ee of tbo Feeae. 

< *V , 

*•*••;* • . .. • ; 

WIST TZMIVIli 

Clork'a Offloo County Court Fooabontaa County, 

Baptaabar btb, 1912. * ^ 

Tblo dood fron Hugh C. Sharp to L. D. dbarp waa tbia 
day proaont^ to no In ■/ offloa and tboraupoo tbo a a 00 togatbar 
with tbo oortlfloato of aoknowledgaant tberounder written, la udnlttad 
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/. MeCARTj Mark 


8 TAXI or MU VIMIKXd, 

COUNTY OF FOOANOWAt, te-wltt 

I, Hildreth T. Noadova, Clark of tbo County Court 
of rooubontua County, Stato of Neat Virginia* da bar a by aartlfy 
that tbo foregoing la a truo and a or root aopy frou tbo rooorda 
of ay a aid offloa. 


0XVH aador ay band and aoul tbia tbo 










L.D.Sharp Deed 49& Acres to Sons 12-12-193If Deed Book ?0,Page 478 

This Deed made this 12th day of Deo. 1934 between Luther D. Sharp and 0 L 

M. E. Sharp, his wife, parties of the first part, and Ivan L, Sharp, I y 

Silas S. Sharp, Paul L. Sharp, and Luther D. Sharp Jr. parties of the 
second part, all of the Co of Pocahontas and State of W, Va. V/itnesseth: 
That for and in co isidoration of the sum of one dollar paid cash in hand 
the receipt wehreof is hereby acknowledged, and for love and affection 

the said parties of the first part do hereby grant, sell and convey with 

the covenants of general warranty to the parties of the second part joint¬ 
ly all of the following described tract of land, situated in :the Edray 
Dist. of Pocahontas Co. on the waters of Slatyfork, a branch of Elk River, 

and was conveyed to Luther D. Sharp by Silas Sharp, Sarah E. Sharp and 

Hugh Sharp, by deed dated larch 30th 1895 and of record in the office 

of the County Clerk of rocahontas Co., in Deed Book 26 at page 56 and 
bounded as follows, beginning at two lynns and two beeches on the .Vest 
side of Slatyfork mo ntain a corner of the Hugh Sharp lands, and with 
the same, S. 18 E. 42*8 poles to two beeches near the brow of the mountain 
S. 79 E, 15 poles to two beeches on top of the mountain, corner to the 
W. Va. Pulp and Paper Co. and with same, S. 22 W. 26^ poles to a bunch 
of lynns on a hillside, S. 30 W. 68 poles to a sugar, beech and ironwood 
with a stone center, S. 47 W. 350 poles, crossing Slatyfork at 52 poles, 
Bucklick run at 68 poles to two beeches andtwo spruce pines on a hillside, 

on a line of S. L. Gibson's Heirs, and with same, S. 20£ W. 47 poles 

to two lynns and two beeches, continued 246 poles to a rock above the 
old Turnpike, hemlock pointer, and with the mearfferings of said pike, 

N. 10 E. 35 3A poles to Jhe Cleveland Rock, N. 59 E. 85 poles to a 

beech and service below the road, thence leaving the meandering of the 
road, 3. 69^ E. 62 poles crossing the toad twice, crossing Slatyfork 

and the road to a stake, by the creek at the ford, S. 58-J- E. 92 poles 

to three lynns at the foot of the hill near the creek. N. 36 E. 48 poles 
to a cucumber witnessed by a small cucumber and beech on a hillside, 

^ near the top a spur N. 20 E. 43 poles to a beech witnessed by two beeches, 
on a hillside, d. 30 E. 24 poles to two beeches in a line of the Hugh 
Sharp land and with said line N. 79ts E. 108 poles to the beginning, 
containing 49& acres, more or less, to have and to hold unto the parties 
of the second part their Heirs and assigns forever.* 

Witness the following signatures and seals. Luther D. Sharp, M. E. 

Sharp (Mabel) (SEALS) 

State of W. Va. Pocahontas Co., to-wit: I, Jesse P. Hannah, a 

Notary Public in and for the Co. of Pocahontas do certify that Luther 
D. Sharp and M. E. Sharp, his wife, whose names are signed to the 
writing above, bearing date on the 12th day of Deoember, 1934* have 
acknowledged the same before me in my safcd County. Given under ray hand 
this the 31st day of Deo. 1934* '^7 commission expires Mar. 18, 1939. 
(Notarial Seal) Jesse P. Hannah, N. P. 

State of .V. Va., Clerk's office of the County Court of Pocahontas Co, 
Jan. 4 th , 1935. This Deed from Luther D. Sharp and wife to Ivan L. 

Sharp et al was this day presented to me in my office, and thereupon 
the same, together with the certificate of acknowledgment thereunder 
written, is admitted to record therein. Teste: Moody Kincaid, Clerk, 
(mailed to Ivan Sharp, Slatyfork Jan 10, 1995 (1935) 

( A reference above to peed Book 26 , Page 56 . 3-30-1895* Silas, Sarah, and^i 
Hugh Sharp to L. D. sharp. ) 
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L D. Sharp 

at Luther David Sharp, a lif« 
> long resident of Slatyfork, died 

JL Wednesday, March 13, 1963, 
.Js in the Marlinton Hospital, at 

f the age of 90 years, 9 months, 
and 5 days. 

Mr. Sharp, the only son *f 
the late Silas and Sarah Sharp, 
was born June 8,1872, at Slaty 
iP fork. At the early age of 12 
4$ he started his mercantile busi- 
mss, buying and selling fur, 
livestock and merchandise. 
ST. For many years bis merchan- 
dise was hauled from Millboro, 
jjjk Virginia, and Beverly by cov- 
JHJ ered wagons. Mr. Sharp was 
5r the first Postmaster of Slaty- 
■o fork and gave it its name when 
the office was opened. He 
jfc loved to fish and hunt, killing his 
last deer at the age of 89. He 
?d(L was one of the first group of 
Jr apiary inspectors in West Vir- 
<ft ginia, and raised bees to pro¬ 
duce the famous Pocahontas 
County white lynn honey. 

“L D,” as the was affection¬ 
ately called by his close friends, 
, helped organize and was a 
charter member of the Slaty- 
"W ■ 


% 


fork Methodist Church. He ^ 
was a lover of sacred music r® 
and organized the Slatyfork W 
Choir, well known in Pocahon- 
tas and surrounding counties JjK 
for its fine music (gj 

Preceding him in death were 
bis first wife, Laura Jane"Mor- ***. 
gan Sharp; two daughters, 

Creola and Ada Curtain; two .>* 
sisters, Ella (Mrs. Robert Gib- JV. 
son) and Malinda (Mrs.-Ellis 
Hannah). 

He leaves his devoted wife, 

Mabel Hansford Sharp; a dau- Up 
ghter, Mrs. Violet Markland, J$T 
of Richmond, Virginia; four Jg-J 
sons, Ivjpjj Sharp, of Nitro; ‘"T 
Paul Sharp, of Port Neches, f, 
Texas;'Dave Sharp, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, and Si Sharp, at V. 
home; twelve grandchildren. 
twenty-one great-grandchild- 
ren, two great-great grandchil- m . 
dren, and a host of friends. ^ 

Funeral services were held 
Saturday afternoon in the TL* 

Slatyfork Methodist Church 
with the Rev. Clarence Pier- 
son assisted by the Rev. Ezra 
Bennett in charge. Burial was ■* W 3 
Slatyfork Cemetery. ^’3* 
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Investigation Continues 
In Forester's Death 

Investigation is continuing 
by Augusta County Sheriff’s 
Department in the death of 
forester. Evan L. Sharp. 

Sharp. 34. a sub-district 
forester over Madison. Greene, 
and Rappahannock Counties, 
died last Monday while hunting 
in George Washington National 
Forest with friend and Chief 
iFire Warden of Greene and 
Madison. Donald Lee Parrott 
of Quinque. 

His body was not discovered 
until last Wednesday morning 
on Elliott's Knob at North. 
I Mountain in Augusta County, | 
‘ r.ioui 1-3M mile from his 1 
'►ruck. Snarp had apparently 
lieen =hot by another hunter. A 
si? *!e shot from a high 
'powered rifle entered through 
!the abdominal area and lodged 
in the body According to 
evidence found in the moun¬ 
tains. it is estimated the bullet 
which struck Sharp was fired 
from 80-85 yards away. 

An Augusta sheriff’s 
department spokesman said 
Monday, there was no definite 
information yet concerning the 
accident. A check of persons 
hunting in the area, licenses 
and big game stamps is un¬ 
derway Several hunters at 
i campsites in the area have also 
been questioned during the 
investigation Reports are 
awaited from FBI laboratories, 
pending identification of I 
several items of physical j 
evidence found in the area. 


Letter to Editor 

On behalf of the personnel of 
the Virginia Division of 
Forestry, I want to express our 
sincere appreciation to all of 
the people in the Madison and 
surrounding area for their help 
in the search for Forester 
Evan Sharp. All of us in the 
Division of Forestry feel very 
keenly the loss in Evan's tragic 
death. It is heartwarming to 
know t hat the concern for Evan 
was so widespread, and that 
the response to this concern by 
his friends and neighbors in 
Madison County was both 
immediate and magnanimous. 
We especially want to 
recognize the efforts of the 
Madison Rescue Squad and the 
many other volunteers, whose 
names we do not have, from 
the Madison area. For their 
efforts and time, including the 
considerable distance to 
Augusta Springs and in en¬ 
tering the search, we offer our 
sincere thanks. 

Sincerely, 
W F Custard, State Forester 





ancc said the whole situation seemed 


AUGUSTA .' pearar.cc said the whole situation seemed 

CSPRINGS —A incredible since hei huii*f.d was a very 

i£ody identified as KX? * “self-sufficient" and experienced hunter, 

'’Evans Sharp, the HEuWa-* < although he occasional. \ was troubled by 

Madison County HK* > one of his knees injurec previously while 

hunter missing BHL ■ ! kr -* ^398 fighting a fire. 

^aince Monday, ES& ‘$#5* Mr. Sharp was employ J by the Virginia 

"was found late Division of Forestry and was a member of 

this morning on EffSfe k I 1116 M adison Count y Rescue Sq“ ad He 

Elliott's Knobb. / formerly lived with his family in Augusta 

An A no,,c» a - .County and was “very familiar" with the 

' l Q.untv Sheriff 1 * SftfFRP 'hunting area, according to his widow. 


? An Augusta . s *frRP 

'County Sheriffs SrffffyCK 

Department spokesman would only . ^ without 

ixmfirm that it was Sharp s body. Hewould-A^^ ^ ^ ^ a hunter {rom 

.pot comment on the cause of death. \ MadlS0n County somewhat fitting Mr. 

*' . . . . . . ....... Siarp’s description was seen several miles 

The search had been intensified this fr ^ Flflt ^ 

morning as scores of volunteers, Augusta ^ reSCUe offieials were helped or 
Military Academy cadets and area stu- hindered by the inundation 0 f volunteers 
^ 11131 ledone spokesman to say: "There are 

„ y ar ^ f t at too many chiefs and not enough Indians.” 

grange s Market on Va. 42 here. Involved in the search were the 

jf Mr Sharp, 34, had gone hunting Monday staunton-Augusta, Craigsville-Augusta 

pith his partner, Donald Lee Parrott of Springs and Madison County rescue 

aladison County, and failed to return to his squads, the Civil Air Patrol, State Police, 

aruck parked on Chestnut Flat, a mountain i e Virginia Game Commission, the 

dop between Elliott’s Knob and Hite Virginia Division of Forestry, and 

^Hollow, west of here. auxilaries, churches and private in* 

i Rescue teams concentrated Tuesday on *viduals who su PP Ued food 10 rescuc 

phe east side of the mountain, where a workers. 

-gunshot was reportedly heard Monday at Two search planes of the CAP and a 
Mark. State Police helicopter flew over the 

Mrs. Sharp, who drove here Tuesday mountainous terrain Tuesday and this 

after learning of her husband’s disap- morning. 


The search had been intensified this 
morning as scores of volunteers, Augusta 
Military Academy cadets and area stu¬ 
dents joined in the rescue efforts being co¬ 
ordinated by the sheriff’s department at 
(grange s Market on Va. 42 here. 

Mr Sharp, 34, had gone hunting Monday 


Evan Sharp 

Evan Lilburn Sharp, 34, of 
Madison, Virginia, formerly of 
West Virginia, was killed Wed¬ 
nesday, November 19, 1975, in 
the National Forest in Augusta 
County, Virginia. s-nrff%e^ 

He was a native of Biriiippi, 
and was in the Virginia Fores¬ 
try Service. 

His father Ivan Sharp, died 
farlier this year. He was a 
grandson of the late L. D. Sharp 
/of Slatyfork. 

Surviving are his wife, Phyl¬ 
lis McCutcheon Sharp; two 
sons, Arthur Todd and Rode¬ 
rick Evan, both of Madison, 
Virginia; mother, Mra. Ivan L. 
.Sharp, of Nitro, a brother, 
Ralph Sharp, of California; sis- 
ter, Mrs. Thomas Shipley, of 
Parkersburg. 

Services were held Friday 
morning in Madison United 
Methodist Church in Madison, 
Virginia. Burial was Friday 
'at 4 p. m. in Slatyfork Ceme¬ 
tery. 


A t H3FWSS51A 

’iMtp/.L'ivM Morgan Sharp, wife of 
L.'W Sharp, died at her home at 
Slaty Fork on Monday afternoon, Oc¬ 
tober IT; 1932. She had been 111 for 
rtrany'monUis with heart disease and 
corn plications. She was In her 5»th 
■ year,having been born March .11, 
.1874. ..Burial In the Sharp family 
graveyard on Wednesday -afternoon, j 
' the funeral being conducted f rom the 
f Slatv‘ Fork Church by her p^stor. Rev 
>T. II.■'Taylor.’ 

'•.^Mfa.^lUCWWValUe dAHKht^rofthe 

'since: Of her father’s family 7TOW 
[remain, two brothers, Wllllanp and 
Edgar, and a sister, Sara1ifN rt«ns) 
Forty years a#o she ofecame the 
wife of L. D. Sharp. He and their 
children, Ivan. Silas. Paul and Luth¬ 
er, .1r, Mrs. William Curtin, of Bal¬ 
timore, and Mrs. R. W. Markland, of 
Richmond, survive. A daughter, 
Creola, died nine years ago 

For a life time, Mrs. Sharp, had 
^ been a professing Christian, a mem 
■ 'her of the Methodist Church. She 
’was a good woman, who well perform- 


-I itf 

Hunter died of 

gunshot wound 

The death of a Madison County man 
Monday in the mountains west of Augusta 
Springs was due to a gunshot wound, 
Augusta County authorities said Wed¬ 
nesday, and the wound appeared not to be 
self inflicted. 

An autopsy completed today at the state 
medical examiner’s office at Roanoke 
determined that Evans Lilbem Sharp died 
of a rifle wound in the abdomen. He had 
been dead since "sometime Monday”, 
State Medical Examiner Dr. David Oxley 
said. 

Mr. Sharp, 34, of Madison County was 
found Wednesday morning by Virgjua 
Division of Forestry volunteers in a 
moderately wooded area in the Chestnut 
.Flats section of North Mountain. An ex¬ 
perienced outdoorsman and forester from 
•Madison, Green and Rappahannock 
'Counties at the time of his death, Mr. Sharp 
was last seen around 1 p.m. Monday and 
'.was reported missing 9:30 that night 
Mr. Sharp, a former resident of Staunton 
aaid to be very familiar with the moun¬ 
tains, had gone hunting with a friend 
Monday and did not return to his truck. 

A search, coordinated by the Augusta 
£ounty Sheriff's Department and 
jtrengthened by volunteers, began 
jTuesday and intensified Wednesday before 
the body was found late Wednesday 
morning. 

• The body was first taken to King's 
Daughters'. Hospital, then to Madison 
County. Later, it was taken to Roanoke to 
the state medical examiner’s office for an 
autopsy. 

According to a sheriffs department 
spokesman, Mr. Sharp was found lying 
face up, his rifle near the body. He had 
been shot in the stomach, the spokesman 
paid. 

The case is now under investigation by 
(be department deputies. 

• A spokesman for the department 
thanked those who participated in the two- 
day search. 

f Mr. Sharp was son of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
L. Sharp. 

Surviving besides his mother who lives 
at Nitro, W. Va., are his widow, Mrs. 
Phyllis (McCutcheson) Sharp of Madison; 
two sons, Arthur T. and Roderick E. 
Sharp, both of Madison; one brother, 
Ralph Sharp of California, ana one sister, 
Mrs. Thomas Shipley of Parkersburg, W. 
Va. 

Services will be conducted 10 a.m. 
Friday in Madison United Methodist 
Church. Burial will be 4 p.m. in Powhatan 
County, W. Va. 
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Aagust 8, 1*77 
Or. Elisabeth K. Ross 
1825 Sylvan Court 
Flossmoor, Illinois 60422 
Dear Dr. Roast 

At ycmr request I aa sending e taped recording ay fetter, Luther D. Share. SlatyfCrk, V. Ta. 
Bi*de ah^ 15 Tears ego. feet# his mother ead father told him abort hit aether's brother who 
died while his father wee 4 alles away at a sale. Dead apparently a few hove. 

One side of the tape 1* about 4 Minutes of ay father talking. X llflteded to the larger tape 
aa chine (and recorded this cassette froa It) aid typed very dose to his eoaTersatloo la the 
tape to sake It easier f<r you to understand the poor qnalitr of ra re-reoordisg. 

The other side Is also about 5 minutes of a oousln, Mrs. Allis Olbson who heard the sane 
story froa her aotter who was a sister to ay fother. X had newer heard cy cousin ewer die use 
tte story before . before sgr brother Si, got a recording of her reoaitly. Ton'll hear ay broth 
eekligher nuesttons about it in the recording. —basically tha Sana as my father an 14. 


X'we heard ay father tell the story aaay tlaes froa the tlae I was a A lid till his dsath. 
Irlsflyt Othey took dlptheria. 11s fathr west to a farm sals 4 allss away. Othey died while 
hie fether,Derid Mannah. was at tte sal# . Whan hie father returned at night, Othey told hla 
vhet he had bought at the sale, saying ^rou bought aa a ponay" aaoag othar things. Vhlls his 
'at er waa at the sals, Othsy A ed, cans back to Ilfs, told his aothsr about what all ha saa 1 
te,»mr. . .aunt Martha luttard, CblTst asking a nan why hs bak his aai In wain. saw his brother 
^Toe who hed died shortly before of dlptheria, ato. Othey said he omld take the baby that 
his mother (Sarah's Mother too) was babysitting for (baby naaed Nary, 1 be11ewe. who aarrlad 
Inter on married San Olbson) and out It lng the fireplace a* It would not ba harmed. Ha thr« 
a red bandanna handkerchief up to the oelllng and sat) It would stay there, whidi it did till 
? p-clock the next <hy when Othey wae burr led tad it then fell aorose a ckatrback. 

"hen Othey* s father. Daw Id Vsnnah, can# back froa the sale, he atked Othey If hs oaas to stay 
•ud ''they enld no, that he Just ora# beck to tell how beautifkl It aas In heewsn. 

Mrs. Pawld Hannah bad euppar ready when ha gtt ba ok froa tha eala. They all sat down to aal 

’■'nen through Dadld asked Othsy why ha didn't eat food on his plats. Is told his father that 

his ~arion had red hla light loaf, allk and honey froa the breadbox. (light loaf waa dalicaoy 
tte p—usually oornbread) The faally said the breadbox emailed of honey for a long tins 
after that. Tha boy asked for a "pallet* (pillow) to ba put down by tha firepAAoa so hs 
ooild l*s down. Is lay down and soon hs oulstly passed away. This Is mj reoollsotlon of the 
story my father told neny tinea. 

Uee the enclosed typed sheet to help you hear or understand tte side of the tape that is weak 
vhlch le my father's wolee cassette-taped froa an old tap# on a roi; 

There Is a rSoording on taoh side of the tape—Just short recordings. 

If there is anything further I can help you on thin, please let m know. 

PS You wrote March 24, 1977 that you'd Ilka to 

hear tha tap# of my father, but hunting up thetapa 

and getting one from another braneh of the family 
seemed to take tl”ie. 


Sincerely, 

Daws 


/ 
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[v> rktf /<Nt 

Starts with “*abel reading a letter from Paul about Vonda in operating I ® 


room. He called back to a neighbor in 3orger who said Thayer and Barbara 
were getting along fine. Four-pint blood transfusion. Got her a ponsetta. 
Anderson Hospital. He got a wire from Violet--they are going to Ivan's 
for Xmas. Love Paul. 

Dad: . I see a coon on that limb and I told Lowell to try it. 

Lowell said he moved a little bit. Next shot he shot him out. Went down* 
to the back of the cellar and put my head up against the cellar, Xxdazliai 
after hearing dogs barking when I got to the old school house. I decided 
the dogs were away up the creek. We went to the top of the hill yonder— 
went down and across the creek and went up there to upper end of that 
meadow right from that big walnut tree and he treed that coon a \ of a 
mile from where we were at. Best coon dogs I ever saw. ■£ believe better 
than when I was 12 yea rs old. Well sir, he'd lay in the top of the tree 
and Lowell said w he'11 fall in the creek, what’ll we do about it?" I 
said I don't know. I'll just shoot it lightly and maybe he'll come out. 

I shot once and missed. I backed up far enought, I thought the shot 
would sprinkle him, but he didn't move. Next shot and he fell in the 
crekk. Si said: "whf didn't fhe dogs go in and get him when he fell 
in the oreek?" Dad: I don t know why. But the creek’s deep. Si. 

SI: The dogs can swim can't they? Dad: the water's awful rough up there. 
Pretty neark knock the daylights out of a dog. I was on one side of 
the creek and he hung on until he was plumb dead. And then he let all 
hands and feet go and came straight down and he hit that water like 
a chunk of a calf. And I hollered and hissed the dogs and Oerythlno- 
and the dogs ran to the water and wouldn't go in. Uncle George (Mabel's 
uncle) and Lowell was on one side of the oreek and me on the other, but 
we couldn't see where it washed out to one side or the jother—clear down 
to the bridge. It was dark. . If he were stiff he'd lodge (against a rock) 
but he was warm and should roll out on the bank. He certainly was a big 
one. I hated to loose him. Oh it was the finest night I ever saw. 

I expect we scared out 8 or 10 from kka mother's apple orchard. This 
one was a big one. I wanted Jr. in on it. I'd give a price of a ooon 
and some extra if Jr. had been along. But It's hard work. I got tired 
looking d. ong the creek. But he hung up there (in tree) until he was 
as dead as four o'dock, as the saying goes. Si: I'd like to see a 
good ooon fight in the water where a dog goes in after him. Dad: They'll 
drown every dog, they say. I only saw one dog go in ahole of water in 
mv life after one. That was the other dog I had when I oaught those 
2o one winter when I was 12 years old. I set it down in a diary. Set 
down everything I killed that year. It was at that hole where Pennington's 
lived (below church). Treed it over the hole and I shook him off and he 
fell in that hole of water and that yellow dog swam in. It was daylight 
when I got there. I heard him from over here and I went clear over the 
hill and down and he was there below Will Gibson. It was daylight. He 
seemed to sit in the water. The dogs swam up to him and he sat up on 
his hips and he just pulled his feet up like this and poppted that 
yellow dog's head under the water and he got strnagled and had to 
scramble to the shore. I hissedhim back in but the coon knew to stay in 
the water. And then I shot him 


Chineese checkers: Dad: when Mabel got slaying good enought to beat me, 

1 quit. 

Old cellar over th e Hill : Dad: ften ry has potatoes inthere. We put 15 

bu. of apples in there and some one stole them all--all but £ gal. and 

2 or 3 bu. of potatoes. It was old H. T... I guess. H. .. got a 

buggy rake fcaafckxjuid tool and drawed the steeple (for look) He carried 
them out on his baok. I hare a pat n at the ball of my right heel. Hurts 
right into the bone 
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Apparently when Dad was a boy: Dad: ... cow had a calf with two heads 1 
and had It mounted. We were talking and he said to the oalf to speak to 
this little boy. It spoice to me and I thought It was the od. f talking, ha 
ha. I do n 't see how they can do that, do you? --standing over there and 
talk to you over here. 

Dad: ...Hannah boy ki lled a bear . We went up to the head of Slatyfork 

creek and heard the dogs going around the top of the mt. and I decided 
no bear was coming to the head of the creek and we came out of there 
and came around to home here and they heard Mazle Hannah phoning to head 
of Elk that the bear was coming around up there on the Gibson place, and 
we jumped In che cars with our guns and oncle George went up here to the 
Sam Gibson place. There were a whole bunch of us there watching and 
tourists coming along end wondered If we were watching for a gangster. 

But here came Si around directly and said they already killed a bear up 
theru at Ellis Hannah' s. We all went up there and SI took sane good 
pictures. BuTlJoys that was an awful big bear. His arms were bigger 
than am man's arms. One bite and he'd kill a sheep. 

Dave: what time will you get up tomarrow? Dad: about 6 o'clock. I 

get uncle George up, so he can get out at 7. I got up at 15 to 3 
mornings to go coon hunting. One morning I went over the hill and the dog 
was dragging a big coon. That night he went over and we killed two and 
one got away. Gee, believe me, I had a load. I went down to the old 
wagon house and got a piece of wire and ran through their ham strings, 
you know and put them across my shoulder. I'd go a little piece and 
have to sit down and rest. The fun was ell over when I killed those two 
coons. Aren't allowd to kill but two coons at a time. Very good thing 
the other one got away or I might have violated the law and I might have 
overdone myself carrying them in. 

Dad: *^ld Jaok was barking at the hog pen at Henry's. I was going up 

to the sheep and I caL led him away. He was back frhere barking to beat 
the band. I went up there and he had two coonstreed up two trees. 

Loraine was coming to help pen the sheep. After we shot one out I had 
Loraine —it was before daylight—to see wtth a flashlight and she said 
yes there's another. 

Dad: Then Keith Shaw was coming up f rom the church and said a coon ran 
across the road right down there. Lowel l and I went down therd and by 
the noise of the car and lights it ran up a big oak. Lowell said he 
saw it and shot it out. That last one made 20 coons. You take 20 coons 
and t he clean out the cornfield and tear it up like a bunch of hogs, 
ggyp Sharp said hogs aren't equal beavers. He said he had 15 acres 
of corn on the river, ^e said a tftcLg couldn't hold a candle to a beaver. 
They cut the stalks off and carried^ them ofif in to the river. He didn't 
mind telling me. He said he shot six of them. Dave: Is that the 
same ©Pft^Sharp that killed someone? Dad: It was his boy, I found out. 
One of "his boys shot a hole throught the top of Gay's hat .(gamwarden?) 

Gay would never go back in that country after that. shys that's the 

best plaoe to hunt because the gamewardens never go back in tfaere--you 
know after he got shot through the top of his ha$~ J ha, ha. 3ut that 
Gay, 6 when they cane over to kill those bear, he came 

and asked and wanted to know who went up there bear hunting that day, 

J ake Mace went up there because the bear killed his sheep, and he went 
upHthere and oaught him without a license on his own place. Took him up 
before a justice at Huntersville and fined him $20 and cost. I would hare 
carried that up. Dave: They change the law so you can kil a bear for 
killing sheep? Dad: _Si and I changed that. We really did. We wrote to 
the Times and the Times took it to the Clarksburg papers and Cal Price 
wrote how awful the bear was. The next thing, a rule cane that Pocahontas 
county and a couple more, there would be no law on bear. Si wrote the 
best piece you ever saw. The Clarksburg paper gave Cal Price credit 
for writing that piece, you know. 






Stories by L. D. Sharp . 77 . taped fall 19ll9 by Dave Sharp ( Page 2-B 

This sheet should have been immediately foolowing the story about 
the two-headed calf—near top of page 2 —I overlooked one ahaak one 
hand-written sheet when I typed it.) 





. (not clear)... Dad: . She's biggest liar I ever heard. 

They put them out over there at Duncan's house. She had twin babies. 
One named Lee after Lee Gibson and the other after Fred Hefner. 


Dad: I was so tired I could hardly make it in. The roads were so bad- 

muddy and slushy and slick. I had that coat over all this winter shat 
clothes and I got so hot. We had a lot of fun though. I'd liked to 
have had Jr. along. Dave: "let's go out tonight". Dad: I got up 
15 riiinutes till 3 o’clock and got that big coon. I don't have vltamens 
enough, but Lowell will go with you in the morning. He's got vitality 
enough, he'll jump right out of bed and go. 4 o'clock in the morning 
is good. Early at night and late in mining. They must retire at 
12 o'clock. You can hardly catch them then. They travel Just after 
dark and then again in the morning again. It seems that's the way 
they do. 

Dad: I was almost eaten up one time. I was 12 years old and went down 
on mauley to'"where a man named Ourry had a corn fiel d. Uncle Harmon 
Sharp went there a few nights before that and caught 7 coons. So f 
went down there and there w.re no coons in it. So I went out on the 
top of the bank, and built a fire. I had a dog I had so rauoh confidence 
in. A 12 year old boy to go down there and camp out . I laid down by 
the fire and about 11 o'clock whe down in a laurel patch the dog was 
fighting something down there. And directly he was hollering like 
he~was~dieing. I waited for him to come back and I got scared. I 
went down through looking for my dog and couldn' t find him I hit it 
right on down to Elk rtiver and waded across the creek . The water 
was low and I hit for home. He rant into a bear down in there. The 
% next day about 1 or 2 o'clocke in the afternoon he came in with his 

whole side torn out. You could see his insides. After so long a time 
he got well. That bear might have eaten me right there and you'd never 
seen your daddy . ha, ha, ha.(about five lafighing with him) He almost 
killed that dog. 

(Dave: Yea, I guess if that bear had l&lled him, we would never 
have seen him 1 ha.) 


Page 2-B 





JO Stories of L. D. Sharp 21 taped fall 19li9 by Dave Sharp Page 3 
'nawfii are vou uolna coon hunting? Dad: Yes, I'm going over and start 


*Dave: are you going coon hunting? Dad: Yes, I'm going over and start 
the dogs. I ain't able to go over the hill. Get Lowell and you aL 1 can 
go over the hill You've got a lot of vim. You'd have a good chance to 
go up to Uncle Sam Ka Gibson's place. Just drive the car up there and 
get out and go under those apple trees. The creek might be up so high 
thafr if they came off Gauley Mt. they can't get across the creek. I'll 
take Jack and Shep over in the maddow. Get your shoes on. You and Lovell 

go along and you two can go on over the Hill.(not clear)... 

Dad: ...(about a girl he knew using perflume) ..etti ... a box of..... - 

a smell, gives you a perfume . It smells pretty and there's catnip in 
it. And she wanted in to that and he asked her if that's how she smelled 
all the time., and she said "yes sir, that's my natural smal l", and he'd 
gever go b ack to her any more 1 ha. ha. ha. ft— 

Another story: .Dad:.... and she stepped in where some one had 

dumped, you know, over at the church and I could hardly stand It and I 
never liked that girl after that, ha, ha. Si: maybe she didn't wipe, 
ha. Dad: I never could |Ike her aftdr that. Everytime I'd think of 
her I'd think about that, ha. In church .... on the way, and walked 
to church and in the church and they smelled that, 

(other side of cassette) Dad stalking a deer in a laurel patch on "bear 
pen ridge" on Gauley int. Dad: ...right in the laurel patch. I walked 
right on out and the air was drawing from the deer to me. I walked to 
a birch tree, I remember it as well as yesterday. I stuck ray head around. 
A could hare pitched ray gun right on top of that doe's back. Well, I ^ 
cocked the gun. I'd never shot from my left shoulder in my life, ha. 

I got the prettiest sight you ever say. I was just looking at the front 
bead. I never once thought of it till it was dl over. I drawed the bead 


$Uk right on the middle of the deer and pulled it odf and never Jtbouched 
the deer. I bet I shot a foot over it. Well, it went out of there like 
lightening. I jumped off in the lanrel patch and fired a gain at it as 
it ran through in the brush, but didn’t have a chance. Well, the next 
morning I said to Billy MarcustV)"let's learn to shoot from the left 
shoulder. I could have killed that deer if t'd learned to shoot from 
the left di o lder. We went out and you've never seen the shooting we 
did (practicing) Bill got sx> he was better than I was. But Uncle Hugh 
shot all his life from his left shoulde r. (Dave does too 1) iVasHnever 
closer to a deer in my life'. That deer - was eathng laurel. It had it's 
hind leg toward me. Dave: You shot at a turkey the same way. 

Dad: Ha, ha , yes the same way, ha, ha. I saw turkeys with young turk¬ 
eys in the creek meadown one time, I had a mt. rifle. Had to load 
everytime. The turkey w as going along picking grass hoppers in the grass. 
I picked out theTargest one in the bunch. The young ones were nice 
siee—in the fall of the year. She had her head down, facing the other 
way and when the gun cracked she just wentoover the bank were we treed 
that coon the other night, and flew across to that walnut tree. The 


others flew away. I went over and picked that turkey up and there wasn't 
a hole in lt .l ha, ha.—only a natural hole , ha, ha. Si: so you shot 
it right in the mouth l Dad: yes^ ha7~ha. That's the way to shoot a 
turkey—you don't tear it up, ha, ha. I've done a lot of hunting In my 
lifetime—evor since I was 12 years old. I'm 77, going on 78. I got so 
I could shoot that mt. rifle right along. YOU'd have to pour in powaher 
and then put the bullet in and get the ramrod. It fit right under the 
barrel. Put a cloth wad in and then the bullet and push it in with your 
knife—butt end and cut the cloth off right at end of the gun, and when 
you got to the bottom you begin to hit the ram rod like this and when it 
commenced to balance back you know you had it down on the poweder. 


. (some missing)....Dad: ....we'll go up to the peach orchard. Si: 

"I'll just call that —you're thru with the coons".—you're the one that 
made the bet". Dad: .Like, Jr. last night, I told him I'd bet $100 
against 2 cents that the gog wasn't on the pordh (gone ooon hunting on 
his own)—oh, yes, I didn't collect the 2 cents did I T 
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Si: I think you 4 1 will hove to produce alpoon hide to make sure you 

got a coon. Lowell; we'll get one tonight or tomarrow night. 

Dad: Lowell has enough experience to know that dog wouldn't go away back 
up there unlessa coon was there. There's no way to prove it because we 
^ didn't get the coon, but I know he ran the coon from that apple orchard. 

^ SI: (kidding) I'm satisfied in my mind that he was just running a fox 
up there and he ran fur enough he decided he wanted to rest and he 

barked to fool you, ha.( Snowshoe rabbit ) Dad: yes, wool on the 

bottom of their feet and their tracks as big as a dog's track. The first 
* one I ever saw and I doflJ(t think I saw one sL nee. Will Morgan saw this 
thing and he shot it it and I went to Will. He missed it? He said "I <****<. 
saw the biggest panther™. I asked what color it was. He said it was 
white and as big as a sheep, I asked where it w as. He said "it' right n 
on up yonder—I knowit's a panther" I never heard of a white panther 
in my life. I slipped along and he yelled: "wait, wait, I see it". 

I shot and when the guncracked down it went. I went up to get it and held 
it up and it looked every bit that tall (demonatraed it). ThRt was his 
"panther", ha. VVe brought it out to home. The biggest part of them is 

their feet. White as snow, with long ears. SI: They'll get brown in a 

frying pan". Si: you know, that cold winter in 1917 you know how cold 

it got? It stayed about zero about all! through Dec. and Jan. VVe caught 
a weasel over fct the high rocks over an Slatyfork that was as white as 
it could be--just like they do in Canada. We've got it mounted and 
it's out here in the store upper window. Dad: I saw where on crossed 
about 15 years ago, thru yonder at the meadow, round top of the hill. 

Oh, I've seen IOC's of tracks in Gauley up there at the high top, I 
never ever ate one and never saw but that one and I killed it. Dad: ... 


% 


.... tie my shoe string. When my boys are here I want to make use of them, 
(Attempt to tape Dad and have him on the movie at same time (on front 
porch?) L.D.: usually Friday is my lucky day but I hunted 5 days and 
didn*t have any luck. I was about to kill a deer on the 5th day. I was 
crawling up to the deer and another man scared it away, so I mssed having 
good luck on Friday. So Cat. I went back to my old stand. The deer was 

coming in a different direction to one of my by-standers. He shot about 

6 shots and crippled it a little bit. It ran away.flrom him. I shot ^ 
about 200 yards and broke it's let. Another fellow said "go down in the ^ 
brush, there's ak big deer there on the left side of you. That ohter 
- fellow didn't go in the brush so I took off down there as hard as I oould 
down in the hollow and I brought him down. He was a 6- prong buck, 
ftow if you wait to kill deer and want a partner, you take Lowell Gibson. 
He's a real chum and a real hunter and if I take him with me he usually 
gets game. Dave: (kidding) where's Lowell? Dad: He's right here. Come 
over here Lowell . He and I are hunters together. He does whatever I 

tell him, ha, na. ha. Dad: After I killed that fine big deer I sent 

Lowell back up to my stand where I'd been standing for 5 days and a big 
deer came thru there and he shot 6 shots and the last shot he brought 

him down. It was an 8-prong buck. Boy's did we have luck that day l 

VVe had two to bring in. It was a job bringing those two in. Boy's we 
did have venlsonl ha. Coon hunt:—Dad: Why, we had quite a sport / 

killing coons. One night wen there was no one here my coon hunting 
partner wasn't here so I waited to go hunting so bad and started out and 
went over the hill to the other farm and the dogs put 3 coons up a tree. 

I killed one and it jumped 25 feet down over the hill. It got nway in 

spite of everything.I couldn't get the dogs away from the tree as they 

knww other coons were in the tree. So I shot out the other two. BelieVw 
me, I had a load carrying those coons home, I wished my chum had been 
there to help. Those dogs are just pups, but red. ly good coon dogs. 

They won't bark when tracking. 

( .label's experience at the bear chase) Dave: did she run? Dad: The dogs 
were coming toward us. 3he ran to the oar as hard as she oould run, 
jumped^in and suth the door. They rant two deer out and came about 20 
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D ad: we used to have lots of turkeys. Back on the mountain there must & 
have been 50 head of them. I followed tracks up on the flat and I thought 
no one within a & mile of me. I crawled up over the bank and was picking 
out tne biggest one to shoot. But a man came up on the other side and 
went "bang, bang" and away went all the turkeys. I was spited ■« e 7^*^ 
f enough to choke him a little bit. ha. Another time I was up on the rat. (T 
and was calling turkeys and about 15 of them came In a now across the 
flat as hard as they could a calling and cutting, I banged in with the 
shotgun and knocked down four of them. I ran up there. One Jumped 15 
feet high and I could have shot it. I was so excited with it Jumping, 

It finally Jumped up and out through a hole in the trees and sailed and 
fell £ mile down in Buck's hollow. I went down there and looked the 
country over and oouldn't find it. So I went back up and I had three 
nice young turkey gobbleers , about all I could carry out of tbs re. 

We can't do that anym more because we don't have the turkeys. They’re 
as scarce as hen's theth. Used to heur gobblers in the spring of the 
year. You seldom hear that now. Hunters and red and grey foxes about 
finished the wild turkeys. I'd like to recti 1 back when my young days 
for a little wnile to have the sport like we used to have among the 
wild game—turkeys, deer, etc. Pish 1, we used to have fish to galore. 

;dy goodness, you co Id go and catch a basket full of fish in Just a 
little while. But we can't anymore. They stock the streams every year. 

But if you got the limit of lo or 15 you've done awful well. So, back 
in our day we had really more enjoyable life than we do today 4 th 4 1 
our automobiles and air planes etc. V.'e do, of course, have a f ew deer 
and most too many bear, but still that's not like plenty of turkey, 
fish and smaller game. Dad: another time hunting turkeys, I called 
up 7 big gobblers. I had agun that I hadn't used very much. I called 
them up to about 20 steps of XX* me and planned to kill half of them, 
and the old gu n wouldn 't go off. I tried both barrels. 'They had their 
necks almost orossed each other--lined up. Their old beards looked 
about 10 inohes long. By then the started "outting"(danger signal) 
and saw me and flew out. !hen they got about a 100 yards, the gun went 
off as fair as could be. I felt like taking the gun around a tree , ha. 

I never had a better chance in my life and to think that old gun wrmld 
do me that way, I broke the gun down that way (demonstrated) and brought 
it back up and it didn't cock, you see. It wouldn't cock half the time. 

They flew when they heard the gun clicking. That was the gun I got from 
a candy compan y for ordering a large shipment of hard oandy. It wasn't 
wroth a dimel That's some of your give-away stuff, ha. iVell, Ira to 
go over the hill. I may take some corn over and feed those turkeys. 

If the water wasn't up so, I'd go in the car.(not clear).... 

Dad: . life's . where we expect to meet again. Like lartha 

Gibson, I was talking to her , I had to leave, and I said "we hope to 
meet again" She said: we will meet again. I'd talked to them at the 
market (sheep?) . I hadn't seen them for 35 years. Talking about (age?) 

I said this worlds* good enough for me. I'd just like to live here 
always. I'd naard a man at conference a few years ago giving a testimony 
—a preacher. One fellow said he'd like to live alway s If the Lord 
would permit it. I like life. The fellow replied, I'm not caring much 
for living on, for according to what we believe and preach, why it's 
bette r for us beyond when this life's over. I said that’s true too, but 
r _ Juab like life. He replied "I'm different. I'd like to go anytime.", 
o He didn't live but about two months after that. He took sick sr d they 
^ took him to the Marlinton hospital and he passed over. His name was 
False . He said it was better on ^eyond. 

" Dad: my mother told me that just a few days before she died—I said to 
her, "mother, you’re going to kill yourself tending to that oolfl that 
got it's leg broke. You'll take pneumonia and die. She said: why do 
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we worry about akaak that, Luther? It's bette r on beyond after this 
life's over. She took pneumonia and did die. Winter s Gibson wasthere 
when he was a Christian and hhe had him to sing"tEe mo t beautiful song. 

I forget what It was now (she apparently requested it) There was never 
anyone who had a better mother than I did. There was never a more de¬ 
voted (Jhristian. She was permitted—gave witness to. her 

brother, Otha, died and came to life and he told all about Heaven and 
who was in heaven. Told them how beautiful it was. The Savior took 

him all over heaven and ltt him look down into hell. He said a boy <<£5 

on Elk, a wicked boy, and the savior asked him "whid did you take my 

name in vain?" —he was in the flamesof fire, He told what boy it was. 
Otha said: "Joe's saved. He's here with me, aan't you see him? (Joe 
apparently had died shortly before Otha with diptheria). —and there's 
the Savior. Dad: Joe was a mlschevlous boy and never joined the church 
and was never converted. Maybe never had the ohence. He was raised 
by Christian parents (David Hannah) They were uneasy about him because 
he was ® mlschevlous. He died about a week or 10 days before that. 

That is what made the family such devored Christians. One of them. 

Uncle George, became a preacher. Otha could ps rmore miracles. He said 
"I can throw chat handkerchief up against the loft (ceiling) and it'll 
stay there" ile thsew a red handkerohlef up there and it , they said, 
looked like just a space of a knife blade between it and the wall, and 
stayed there through that day and night and next day when grandmother 
askded what time he was hurried—she had a small baby (Mary)(and 
couldn't go to funeral) and they said about 2 o'clock,when they put 
him in the grave, up there above Marvin, ah (uncle ) George Hanna hs— 
that's the Hannah graveyard. She said she noticed the handkerchief 
laying across the back of a chair. He (otha) said: I can take that 
child and put it in the fire (fireplace) and it won’t burn". They 
wouldn't let him have the baby to put in the fire. Otha said "I can 
show you where Heaven is. They (his mother etc.) went outside and he 
said "up there's heaven—right back of Sam Hannah's—the whole heaven's 
lit up. Otha said "up this way. Pap's coming. He cd. led him pap. 

He was coming home froma a sale (Up Klk) He told grandfather (David) 
everything that he bought at the Sale. Among the tilings, you bought 
a colt for Sara and I (brother and sister) Grandfather said "yes I was 
go!ng"to give it to you and Sarah (Dad's mother) David said "Son, you've 
come back to stay with rae?" Otha said "no, it's too beautiful over in 
heaven. I've come to stay only a little while. I wish you'd make me a 

pallet befo e the fire". After about an hour or two. He laid down 

on the pallet before the fire and didn't move a hand nor foot. Just 

like going to sleep. That is what made them, well they were good 

Christians anyway. Grandfather (David) wouldn't eat anything cooked 
on Sunday. I do't know if it wasbefore Shat or not. It had to b e 
cooked on satur aay. You know, when it rained manna from Heaven to 
feed the Iseralites they ecu Id only geather it one day at a tiraa If 
they piokeiTTwo days at once it would 3 ) oil. If they geathered it on . 
Sat. it would stay good on Sunday to eat. 

George commented that he heard a preacher say "a man who fed stock on 
Sunday wasn't a Christian. I disagreed with him" Dad: your're right. 
Because lie spoke one place: "Who is it that won't pull the ox out of 
the ditch?" When they went through the field plucking corn or wheat, 
you imow, some of the people critized them—the deciples plucking 
wheat(of grains) because they were breaking the sabbath, and he said: 

"I am the Lord of the sabbeth and whSoh of you if the ox fell in the 
ditch wouldn't pull it out on Sunday? That means that things that 
have tobe done, I think , possibly, it would be more harm to let the 
stock to starve and suffer than to feed it. YOU'd be doing a righteous 
act. 

(End of 2nd half of reel-to-reel tape. Start on 2nd reelto-reel. 
—the first side. -Cassette #4 b 
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Dad: Hanso/yDoyle said "I saw Jesus, I saw him face to face. I know 

Him,. I’ve met him". (Dad apparently telling of a vision he himself 
had): Dad: I said"I had the same experience.” but U didn’t tell it. 
Vision: I was out here on top of the hill about 5 years ago and an 
^ aunt I hadn’t seen in years. Aunt Lear (or Lehr) Hannah. There was x 

some other woman , came up from the old school house and comAfeg up the jjeuo 
hill-- I watohed them and there was aunt Lear. I’d forgotten what she 
looked like—uncle ; eor e u annah's wife. She'd beenoead for several 7 
years, and she said "Luther, look yonder, look yonder", and for 2 or 3 
years I couldn't speak of that without crying . It’s hard to do it yet. 

I looked around and I never saw the heavens so beautifu l in ray life. 

[here came the Savior with the most decorated atars(.) i ever saw on 
tnis earth--all around on his wings and crown. The most beautiful 
stars you ever saw in thfes world. He came on and there were two others 
in behind him. I wasn't to know who the were. I believe was ray first 
wife, Laura and daughter Jreola . They were decorated. You've never 
seen doldiers decorated that could compare anywhere. And I wonderdd 
aboutabout—-they got Christ's picture on a pocket handkerchief(?) and 
I wondered if that was a pictu.’e of him on it or not, but it is. 

Talk about a personality—the finest personality I ever looked on the 
face of. And I kind of had a fear—entering in to the presence of God— 

--a poor weak sinner likerae., and he came on dowi to top of the grave¬ 
yard hill—there was no timber there at all. And I said "shapke hands 
with me" and he reached down and shook hands with me. (Dad weeping). 

It was no dream It was a vision. Aunt Lear called ray attention to 
it. She said "Luther look back yonder. And then when I woke up. 

Aunt Lear and this other woman was walking in their ordinary clothes like 
when they were here on earth. She said ’Xuther look yonder". The 
sky was decorated with stars of various colors, gold, silver and came 
coming closer till they cume to the graveyard. The apeak slxpuplx 
that people are not permitted to look on the face of their creator. 

I've already had that privilege if I newer see him again, and I shook 
hands with Him. 
gnd 
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Tat>e begins at Ivan's at Nitro Xmas MM* 19 l 49 —message to L.D. 

Evan: "Merry Christmas, Jaandad" --giggles. Genevieve: Merry Xmas Dad & 
Mabel, and Si and all the little ones. Rufus : Merry Xmas to you Dad. 

.Ve all wish we could be there with you this AM. And Si I hope you are 
feeling fine and enjoying Xmas litce we are down here at Nitro. .Ve've 
Just had a wonderful time. Viole t: Well, good morning good old Dad. 

It's a> nice to be here at Ivan's this AM, but «t'd be so much nicer 
if we could all be up there with you and Si. We've been looking at some 
pictures and some we had of Paul and Vonda, and we've been thinking of 
them down in /exas, and I am sure you are too. V;'e wish you you're 
having a peaceful happy Xmas up there and the new year will bring you 
peace and prosperity. We hope you'll all come real soon down to Richmond 

and wt'll all have a nice family reunion together. God Bless each 

one cf you is my prayer. Ivan : Merry Xmas r ad, .'/able and Si and those 

about you. Genevieve and I w> uld like to be Up there with you. It 

happens to be Sunday und Xmas up there with you. (V).... 

We played it to Dad Xmas night: He laughed happily about it. Dave asked 

about hunting: Dad: I started in on Monday morning at Ij. o'clock and 

hunted all week, oaw several does and on Friday my luc#y day, I saw yy? 
a deer at a distance and I had to baok out from where I was and go 

about a ^ a mile around to get up on the deer and got down and crawled 

and had everything going my way, and I had about 30 yards yet to crawl 
and don't you know that big deer that was feeding was in a fair opening 
and Henry Shaver was watching f rom a distance when we first saw it. And 
a scroundrel, I don't really know what you'd call him, ha, came up on 
the other side and when I got up to lay my gun on the rail fence to 
ahoolt the bi. buck it was gone. That'show he soared it andran it away. 

I lo t out and lost faith. I'ljen on Sat. I went out and Henry Gibson //> 
asked if Lowell could & along. I said "yes, I need a partner, and so ^ 
Ivan, Ralph, Evan was back on the mountain and Ithink they ran the deer 
to me. I shot and broke it's leg and followed it'a track about 300 yards 
and that time he laid therel a 6 -prong buck and he was a dandy. Well, 

Just after killing it I looked add saw 4 dear going across the ridge. 

One was large. I told Lowall to go back up to wher.e I wason a stand 
and I'd follow the deer around and go across at the head of the other 
hollow, as I wasn't alio .ed to kill aay more. vVfcen I got over there they 
had gone through. Just now I heard Lowell commenoe bang l bangl bang! 

He shot about 6 shots and the last shot hit him in the backbone and 
dropped him down. When ! went up ther he kad an 8 point buck, a dandyl 
If you don't call that luck I don't know what you'd cill itl .e'd 
hunted all week and then on Sat we had our first luck after seeing so 
many iaiu does. ha. Uncle George here (Mabel's uncle?) 1st day of the 
season he wasafraid of getting shot. Wouldn't go in the woods so he 
sat up on the mountain^ and some one ran a big buck by him and he dropped 
it. He came to the ho se and said "Henry, come up here quick. I got 
him—I got him l" I hollered far Ivan and Ivan came by him and helped 
carry it in. It was the best luoa we've had far years. I gave rvan the 
head and hide and horns, and he is having it mounted. And Uncle George 
is giving him his (Dave: these must be the two deer heads of Ivan's 
mounted on one board—?) I didn't know Ivan would mount them so I messed 
up the neck of Uncle George's. 

.Si telling about someone backing into Frank's car etc. and about 

Pumire in 2 nd world war. 

Dave: I hear you killed s me coons — ? Dad: Well si. r, I caaght our 

limit. We have the best coon dogs—most any night you can get a coon. > 

We go over to the apple orchard acrossthe creek .Ve don't go so far from 
the house and over on the other farm (old home pikceJ, Dave: can't we go 
tonight? Dad: This is -unday night l--my boy. Don't you regard tbs 
Sabbath and keep it holy? ha. ha. SI: (kidding) Dad's dogs hunt on Sunday. 
He made ua go to ch.j?ch on Sunday but he doesn't make the dogs goi 
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) Dad: I went over the hill one night by myself and the dogs treed a coon 
up a wild cherry tree beyond that barn (the big red barn?) I went up 
there and there were 3 coona. I shot one and one jumped out 2$ feet from 
the tree—near the wa, on house. The dogs knew the coons we-e in the tree. 

I tried to get them to chase the coon but they’d run back to that tree, 
and It got away. But I shot the two out and you should have seen the dogs 
fight them. I had the kM awfullest load. I hunted up a wire and tied them 
together. I was worn out when I got home. 

SI: talking about army tank binoculars etc. 

Dad—telling a story of the Civil war that was on the Edison Phonograph 
(Dave hasthe phonograph and the record) —about the colored man " darky " 
in the army. They asked the darky that was enlisting in the armh Horn 
many battle s he’d been in previously. Darkey: Well, Ive been in thousands 
of battles. - Inlister: there wasn't thousands of battles. DarkeyJ, well, 

Ive been in loo's of battles.Well I know I’ve been In two b attles . 

Recruiter: what were they? Darky: the battle with my wife and the 
battle of Bull’s run. Recruiter: I bet at the battle of Bull’s Run you 
did some running? Darkey: "Yesss Sirrrreee 1 When the ordered retreat 
I sure ran 1 Recruiter: what about the battle with your wife? Darkey: 
Oh, I surrendered 1 ha, h^. He then said to the captain: I want you 

to do me one favor. I don t wabt you to put me In the cavalry-so, when 

the captain say’s " retreat ~l", I don't want a horse to hole me back in 

£h^ retreat." . same not clear. ‘/WtL 

{ Sl y .. .Gum Mathias .then Si telling about a teacher going up on Elk 

... and Sandy (or Andy) wouldn't study. Parents told teacher to make him 

study anyhow. He said "I . him once but Id doesn’t do a bit o good". 

So the next morning he (teacher) said we’ll til study now. Andy, get put 
your book and study. He said Andy wouldn't open his book. So he went 
back and caught him by the top oe his shirt and he said he just shook 
him almost out of his clothes, tore all the buttons off his shiirt. 

He set him back in his seat and Andy opened up his book and he studied 
from then on. The teacher stopped by the home and they asked him if Andy 
studied? He said: dldn t Andy tell you? They said "no, he never tells 
us anything. The teacher said he studied fine. I just shook him till 
all the buttons fell of his shirt. Them old lady said: "that’s alright, 
1^11 sewe them back on", ha, ha. 

Dave: Dad, did you know Gum tyathlas the teacher? 

Dad: I reckon I did nfcow~ hTm'^T'^ST: "wasn't you and some other boy going 

to whif» him one time"? riad: Davis Hanna h. Joe Sharp and I-we saw 

him about beat She daylights out of othe r'kids"^ He had a stick about 20 
inones long—he'd cut on it as a regulator (a ruler?) and he used it to 
prop up the window. He’d Just jerk that out of the window and grab a 
youngen' and blister him right l -—almost wear him ou t. So we three 
made it up that if he Jumped one of us we’d join to gather and we^’ d lic k 
the old man. We were in our teens (Is?) ha, ha. anx One day... .he'aTwaya 
would court some girl (student) —pick out some girl to court . Gum 
i.iathias had 3 fingers on one hand and two on the other. (Pave: Raymond Mace 
wrote me the same thing l) Dad: He had high shoulders. A head as big as 
William Jennings Bryant. Smart enough and all like that. One day we 
were out there playing draw ball., and they threw, you know, the baL 1 to 
the other side and whoever was hit it put you out .. and so I doved for 
it and someone missed it. He yelled: "you jumped behind that girl to keep 
from getting hit"l He talked so independenat and mean. I looked for the 

other boys but neither was there that day. I said "Gum Mathias, I didn’t 

do it l I wasbeginning to think about the girls too, ha. He said: 

"don't you tell me you didn't jumpe behind that girl to keep from getting 

hit." I said no sir I did not. Dave: did he do anything to you? Dad: 

no, he stopped there. 
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Dad telling about being nearly sh ot on a haystack: 

Dad: I went up in the meadow to feed the calves. Took Albert Hannah * 
along. He was a boy that came from school, (both 12 or 13 ??) I took 
my gun 4 ong with me there were sn ow bird s ou in the snow. While I was 
throwing the hay off the stack I tolcl him to kill one of them. All you 
had to do was to barely touch the trigger on that gun. So e wiggled around 
trying to get a sight on a bird.—we didn’t have English sparrows then— 

I hadn't seen one till about 60 years ago. I said: reach me that gun 
and I’ll show you how to kill one. He was reaching the gun up to me. 

I had a hold of the stack : pole and reaching down to him He hadn't let 
the hammer down and lie touched that trigger and the bullet went along the 
side of ray temple aid I just fell. I was numb. Wjen I got over that 
numbness I felt ray head to see if blood. I remember it as we\l as 
yesterday. I said "Albert, you’ve shot me" I He said: "don t you tell 
Pap3, he'll whip me to death"l I asked him if he saw any blfcod and he 
said he didn’t. 

Story of Dad scomping a s kunk to death 1 - 

Dad: I was coming up from~The Porter Morre house (mouth of Slatyfork creek 

—up that steep path-side of the hill near bla yfork creek. I’d been ’ 
down to Uncle Harmon Sharp's one night. I heard something coming above 
the path in the leaves. Skunks were worth about $2. Money was scarce. 

It was a skunk. I jumped on the skunk ukoak above a cliff of rocks and 
my feet slipped ,,,where the bank is awful steep. I landed at the bottom 
and broke ray lantern globe. I was hurt so bad I thought I’d lay there 
a minuce. I'd gone 20 feet—rolled down to the bottom By the way, I 
felt something digging under me. I’d caught that skunk sliding down there 
and I hud it down tight and it couldn't do a thing. So I raised up just 
a little bit. I got off as soon as he started kicking and s oratching. 

Oh, land of marcuy, it threw that scent all over me and I got up and 
stomped that skunk to ceath. ha, ha. Those boots I had on they stunk 
every time I'd warm them up—(Dave: I guess before the fire place that 
winter) and I'd think of that old skunk , Ha. Well, I got the skunk «tit 
alrightl Anocher skunk s tory t 

Dad: i.ly father and I, - we tracked some skunks in down the creek bank — 

back under a big flat rock. We got a mattock and went to digging. We 
built a fire in below it trying to srafcke it out. You can't smoke them out 
or we didn't that time. We blow the smoke back under that rock. 3o we 
^umpadxaDfc amdxk^lg^t^k/s-:K4p±;dlcdag.^mxbul::ka^kmax jumped in and thought 
wo could dig in back behind that flat rook. We dug down. My father was 
digging and told me to watch below. He said: I'm coming through on it. 

The mattock broke in to it here. Now you watch there with that stick. 

I was watching. The smoke had strained my eyes. He puched down in there 
and instead of the skunktlar owing it out his way he filled my ey es full 
through that smoke, Ha, ha. Great lands'. The reason the gog wallows and 
rubs his head in the grass, it's not the smell. itJta butns Just like fire. 

I strained my eyes to seea dn it was about 10 feet to the creek. I made 
about five Juppi into the creek and stuck my head right down i n the wate r 
to get it out of my eyes. I washed and rubbed it out. My father find.ly 
killed the skunk. , . x^Jucla 

Story of Uncle Hugh chased bf a bear I > 

Dad: That's wnen Uncle uarmon Sharp said he heard an old doer and she had 
fawns in chore (up on the mountain)(in a brush thicket) Uncle Hugh, just 
abboy, went yp there on 5u .day morning. He had a dream that night that 

he had a fight with a bear and he had a cane with a knot on it. He'd 

get deer and raise them. He wanted to get one of those fawns. With a 
young'fawn you squall and holler and they'll stay down, when they are a 
few days old. You can run up and catoh them. He went up there and there 

was an old she bear and k cubs in there i He'd cut this cane off as he 

went up the hill Just like he(d dreai ed of. I t had a knot on it. Just 
like in the dream 
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He then heard the noise In the thick brush, so he made a Jump in thereAjJu 
a hollering to catch the fawn. Instead of a deer It was an old she v 
bear 1 He kept saying "akh, akh, akhj' and backing up and putting up a 

brave face to the bear till he got outside, and he said he ran down over 

the hill. He was just a boy. He saw a big hollow log and ho said "I 

just piled into that old log and went in’ as far' ds Icould go if that 

bear had followed me that was Just where ka she would har e wanted me H ha,ha. 
He made the bear think he was brave until he got out of there. 

.Sftxa Dad: Ev rybody has an influence on some one. I was watching 

a baby in it’s mother's ari/ia. The little fellow yawned. I stonoed in 
the middle of my talking and ywwned. So I said: "Everyone has an influence 
. You may not think so, but you* do." I skid pardon me, but I watchedk 
thnt lttle baby and it had enought influence over me to cause me to yawn. 
They all laughed." 

More deer huhting—not clear: on the mountain--Henry Loraine, Lowell. 

--telling strategy etc. 

Dad driving his first car home ; Dad: 

It was in 1915 that I bought my flrqt car . (Ivan thought it was 1914) ( 

You can coubt it up--l5 from 49 * 3 35 years. I went over to *arlinton\ 
fkir grounds (to learn) and drove it around two or three times. 

Then they took me out (out of the fair ground) aid started home, and 
Mr. Burr who was with me--and another fellow was following us in another 

car-we didn't have good roads then They were muddy 

(They turned Dad loose there at Campbelltown and Dad started home on 
the old dirt road) (Tape Is blurred but here is some of it): ... I drove 

dwvm to Charles McGuires place .(someone) in a wagon, and the 

horses started hollering (with fright) I stopped, and they held the 
horses. I was afraid the horses would jump out in the road , you know. 

I cam on down to Page Hannahs, .ha, ha. (Dave: I remember h’.m 

telling that he had to back up on a curve there with great difficulty.) 
-—and he came on home. 
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(LB, Ivan, Genevieve, Dave, Evan ) Sat, Dec 31, 1949 ° 

Starts Dad and Iv n singing. Then eating ac the table. Singing 
"Little Star of Bethleham" . Then Ivan saying the blessing at the table, 
(blurred) " u ur dear heavenly Father we thank thee for thy goodness 

and kindness, and watching over us and taking careous and permitted us 
to assemble around this family table again. Bless this food to the good 
of our bodies and bless our fellowship together and at last save us 
in they kingdom, we ask it in Jesus* name. Amen." Ivan: Everybody 
help yourselves. Violet : thank you. Sylvia—wanted some of the hot bread. 

Dad: help yourself. (a lot of it unclear). 

Dave: are you going coon hunting tonight too. Dad? Dad: you*ve never 

heard of "LD" to fail l --only that time I wasn’t there, ha. I go over 
here (meadow across the creek)(corn) when nobody else goes. I hive to 
go by myself. Ivan: have you got any sideboards for my plate? Dave: 

Evan, are you going coon hunting tonight, too? Evan: yesl Dave: aren't 

you afraid of coons? Dad: well we have a slim cha ance. Dave: Ivan 

did you hear about one coon fsi ling in the river? Ivan: yes, I heard 
about that. Dad: 1 hated that, I believe that was the biggest coon 
this year. He fell out of the tree asdead as a door’s nail. Eunice asked 

me how that term got started—she’d heard It d. 1 her life. 

Dad: Jr. won't drink any mild from his Dad’s cows, he's afrait it isn’t 
good like Cinti. mild. I believe he's afraid of the milkAgg (Henry 
Shaver's milking—unpas tenri zed). Dave: Ivan's a traitor to his 
country—he's drinking tea. Ivan: ray wife, "Eve" persuaded me. Dad: 

Is there any Ice for my mild? Dave: If it hadn't been for the Boston 
tea party, maybe we'd be drinking tea. Dad: How was that? Dave: 
didn't you study that in histroy? Dad: no, I didn't. Dave: The 
British taxed the cea to payfor their soldiers over here and we didn't 
want that, so our men dressed up like Indians and threw all the tea off 
the ships into the sea. Dad: They did? Dave: then the revolutionary 
war started. Ivan Taxation without representation. Dad. Then the didn't 
let us send representives from this country? 

Dad: Do we have any majnle syrup? Genevieve: here's some apple butter. 

Dad: 1 van and Jr. do you want some of this maple syrup? Dad: J r. go 
there in the delco house, there's a whole case of honey brought back 
from the tine the other day (trip peddling in Randolph?) and get you 
some of that honey. It's already in cartons, Ivan: If you're going 
coon hunting, better eat a lot.af The dogs are barking to go now. Dad: 
oh, those do;s can bark l (Eundce came in kitchen) Genevieve: Hi, Eunice. 

Come in..(Everyone said"happy new year" Dad: come eat with us. 

(she finally sat to eat) . (food mentioned at the table: strawberry 

Jam chicken, ham, salad, apple butter, beans, pudding, oheese 

hot beead, cranberry, etc. 

Mable: I'd like to take Dave & Sylvia to church tomarrow. Dave: are you 

having a contest? liable yes.(calendar shows it to be Sat, 31st’49) 

(V/llllam Morgan) Dave: is Edgar still living? Dad: no, Edgar has been 
dead for years. Will's still living. Ivan met him at the Ramsey reunloa. 

I didn't get to go.He looked old. You've seen Uncle Will , 

haven't you? Dave: yes. ... Genevieve: x van wanted to get Dad some 
tires, so I thought they ought to have something for the house, so I got 

some fostorla. Ivan : Plymouth is going to put out a cheap 

car, something like the drosley. Dad; what do you call cheap? Ivan:, 
oh, about a thousand dollars. Genevieve: Kaeser-Fra 7 Ier is making a 

cheaper car too. (table talk) Dad: I was fishing up at Eula tCXtf 

(Russel-Kyle) Hannah's and I had a.and the old bull came at me 

bellowing and I brabbed a rock and I hauledaway and hit him right between 

the eyes. I told Eula that I hit him. 

(Evan must have cut his own hair) Mable: we almost had to get ihx him 
ku a whig. Dad: turn your head around and show what the"barker"did. 

Evan: Si trimmed it off. Mable: I remember Ralph out his one time. 
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Dads; Thayer did tha/biggest .j Eunice: Lowell cut his one time, 
fon hls-x^ 

Dad: Ivan, one time, a little fellow, sat down to get his hatr cut on 

the olcPTiouse porch. I had the clippers . Then I had to go from the old 
house down to the store A fellow hollered "Hello" at the store. I said 
sit there Ivan wnile I go wait on him. When I came back he'd started H&b 
in right here and tie cut up to there. So I had to out his hair all off £**& 
short to straightedn it. Dave: Remember the time EKat Si and Paul cut 
Donald's hair off short? There was a cIrcua over at the old place (in 
upper creek meadow) They just shaved to top of his head to look just 
like a bald-headed m an. He was Just a little boy, about like Evan, and 
they left just a little hair around above his ears. Dad always said we 
had to go to church, but he wouldn't let Donald go for a month. Dad: 

He'd attract too much attention with everyone laughing, you know. I 
scolded the boys about it. ha, ha. Mabel: Dave, you cut Freda Fhares' 
brother’s hair off one time. Eunice: wasn't his name Jim? Dave: This 
Rhea up here that carries the mail, ills boy came down and had me to 
cut his hair. I just cut a road through the top. 

Dad: the only time I evi ; r had to whip Jr. in church —you were a little 
fellow and pinned a clot he on a fellow's coat tail , ha. ha. And I gave 
him ana awful” good whipping over that, ha, ha. He was an awful mischAv- 


ious little fellow. he was about the age of Evan. 

(coon hunting talx): Dave: You're not going to take a gun are you, ’van? 


Evan: if dad will want me to. Dave: Give him a shotgunl Evan: (knowing 
1 was kidding said) "hu hu " Dad: you don't have a light gun like a 

22? . Dave: Dad you might as well ride over there with uA. 

Dad: We may go to Cinti and stay a few days, ha, ha. Ivan: I was think¬ 
ing why didn't you and Mabel come dovn to our place for Xmas and then 
come up with Dave and Sylvia. Dad: We just couldn't get away, if 

we had 100 invitations.we know we have an invitation £ 1 the time, 

so we don't need an invitation. Ivan: If you'll come down I'll bring 
you back any Friday u night. Dad: This was awful dangerous wasn't 
it,—Dave coming in? (snow on roads). Two years ago it snowed 15 feet 
deep op on Middle Alt. meadow. Ivan: these tires will help you an awful 
lot. Dad: I bought two tires—knobby treads. Ivan: yes, they 
should be on rear together. 

End of the big reel #8 .- 

ir thu cassette is turned over it will be garbled until last l/3 
and it may repeat wnat is on the first side? 

Some of it may be Jut clearer than othtr aide. 

There is some talk about the first cars (after the war?) If so, this 
tape may have been before 1949—maybe 1947 ?? (At one place Dave said: 
"it was about Auguest when we got it. They started making them about 
Feb. or March....) So.. ???? 


The box the #8 reel was in is dated "Dec 31" Then Mabel said she wanted 
Dave «5c Sylvia to go to church tomarrow (Sunday) indicating it was Sat 
that the tape was made. The onlly Saturday Deo. 31st is in 1949* 

so .... 


) 
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Dad, Ivan, cM£a Qibson, Ralph? Lowell? si Reel #6 (A) „ I * 

(1st half of LD and 2nd half of reel 6 is of Frlela ) T 

Dad: a fellow told me, he came here wanting to buy sheep* and said 
someone told him Marvin Hannah wanted to sell all the sheep he had this 
year, because they had abortions and wer all losing their lanbs. Some 

ewes lose their lambs before their time.cause cows too. ...should 

take that ewe from the other sheep. It's a disease. Ivan: (or o4Cs)?: 

Veo has lost 4 calves this year. Dad: He only got 5 calves. He had 
nine and lost 4 of them Otis: The Mace woman down ther, she lost twin 
calves. Dad: I feel sorry for her. Who's cow had ^win # Qalves? B1CKXH o, 

Otis: one of hers. Dad! Helia iace' s? Lately? ^Sni s Was telling me 

here last week "I was down at Harry^s and.and she lost 5 cows. 

Dad: ell, she lost three when . well there must be something 

wrong l SI: what was wrong with Vao's calves : Ivan: Veo's not lost 

any before, SI. Dad: I think he lost two last year. Ivan, well last 
year he lost one, but well he just had a bad time of it. We lost two 
last year b ecause of carlessness, and this* year I set my head to there 
wouldn't be any carlessness. If we had losses it wouldn’t be our fault, 
and we never lo3t a one out of 11. 


Dad: He said she wouldn't jump three rails .... bought her and took her 
home and put her in a a 8- rail fence and she cleared it l and went baok 
on old H. Sohearor and told him you said she wouldn't Jump a three rail 
fence. He said: "she won't, she won't —sh e'll just step ove r it l ha, 
He wasa pretty slick Grader. He sold a horslf to a fellow. He was asked 
how he pulled. Schearer: Ch, that horse with a wagon, when you come to 
a hill he's right there . The man bought it. When fte gof to a hill 
he "was there" 1 lie fcuk booked and wouldn't pull a lick . ha. 

Dad: With a buggy rake she backed all over the field. If we had the 
rakes pointing the other wah 1 ha. That old big grey mare, weighing 
about 1500 lbs. Do you remember her. Si: Si? No. Dad: I don't know 
who we got her from. She wasa bay mare. She wouldn't run off or kick, 
but when you put her in a buggy rake she'd commence backing, backing. 

You couldn't make her go foreward. I didn't keep her long. I traded 
her off, ha. 


. in a wagon, And when she started in a wagon she'd pull it all. 

but when she got to a steep place or a heavy load she'd Just quit. She'd 
been spoiled. Dave: Your Dad cut a horse's foot put of the log barn . 

Dad; That was Slack Sara's (negor's) horse.I can show you over in~fchat 
old barn now whore he choppe d that hors's foot out . I'd like to show to 
show it to you sometime. (Dave: Dad showd we boys the notch chopped 
out of the log in the log barn near thejold store building,beside the road). 
Talk about an axraan—thore never was ah better one in this country 1 
He chopped loft or right handed. That horse got down in there and rolling 
and ran his foot thru the barn in between the logs. Black Sam came to 
stay all night, him and I.large. iie was a o olored man . And sir, when that^, 
horse put it's foot between the longs there was no way in the world to 
get him out. Vie couldn't lift that big ole horse up and he (Silas) took 

an ax and. Black Sam said "oh, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Sharp, b e careful, 

iAr. Sharp" Dad: He Just chopped one* side and turned to the left 
side and chopped. You could hardly see an ax mark on either side. 

He chopped that horse's foot out of there. The horse walked awy asif 
nothing had ever happedned to him. That ole darkle , I can hoar him yet 
saying "Oh, Mr. Ohara, be careful". Si: Vbhre did the live? Dad: They 
lived down here at the Pogue place (bllow Slatyfork). 

D d: Anothe r bl ack man: One dajTx was hungry and they had the sheep 
pennedT - Isn't ft - wonderful now children can remember? They had the sheep 
penned over across the creek at the head of that meadow and there was 
a rail fence clear around that meadow and they built a pen there and was 
shearing sheep. I wanted sometuing to eat so My mother sent over here 
to her house (? old log house—bet house now?) for a piece of begad. 

Add black Marge, she brought the mail (??) over, you know, the sandirtLoh 







Stories by L.D.Sharp 1949-1950 


taped by Dave Page 2 .y 
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looka at her hand3, how black they are” My mother tried to f ix It upr* 
you nnow ao It wouldn't make her feel bad, ha, ha. Mother said N oh, her 
hands are clean, they are Just that color'*, ha, ha. And I didn't 
eat it,l ha, 

Dave: who wns the black man you sc ared? Dad: he was the one that 
helped build that concrete 'bridge over the hill. I said "how do you do 
Mrs. Hannah" and he thought Mrs. Hannah was right there and scared him 
almost out of his boots, ha, ha. Dave: what was he doing? Dad: "What 
was he doing?" I knew you'd come to that, ha, ha. Dave: did his pants 

get wet? Dad: there was no one (Mrs. Hannah) near him, ha. (The black 

man was taking a leak) Hew* was a stranger to me. I'd never meet him 

before. That's why he thought there really was a woman right there l ha. 

He nearly Jumped out of his hide. He said "Oh, mista Sharp you scored 
me, you scared me l ha, ha. Dave: Didn't you get soared one time when 
J oe Gibson's wife came down the path in the woods from their house on 
the mountain and' you didn't know it? Dad: No, that wasn't me It was 
some other fellows. Well, she ran on to a oo .pie"other fellows" that 
was working along there, ha, ha. and scared them. I can't tell you 
exaotly how that was. If you'll turn off themachlne I'll tell you how 
it was, ha. (("someone" had a call if nature on buzzard mt . path end at 
the same time Mrs. Gibson came down the path and he had to pull his jgants 
up. Then walked and past ht.r saying "Hello, Mr. Gibson" -^-neither 
saying anything else--ha.) 

Dave: One time you went to a church (Elk or hdray?) and went to the wrong 

out-house and 2 girls were in it. Dad: if you want to hear it on your 

machine. I'll tell you howlt was, ha, ha I went to the toilet and 

looked In there and there were two ladies in there and it scared me nearly 
out of my booots, and I backed out backwards and through the excitement 
I threw the button (lock) on the door outside and they couldn't get out. 

I went on over to the other toilet in the corner of the yard and came 
back and they were hollering and scrambling to get out. I got another 
fellow to go end let them out , ha, ha. ..Then I told one of the gfcrl's 
brothers that I was awful sorry, ha, ha. *They coouldn't sing. They 
belonged to the choir. «they were shut upl 

.oh, a lot of funny thingshave happened. 

Otks Gibson: Uncle Luther, being up there to Ella's and you wore a 
plug hat that time. Remember about it? The dog got the hat and he had 

therim around hAs nock $ ha. Dad: ha, ha, . .dog, tried to catch that 

rim you know. I went to see Lena Kennison , a school teacher, and that 
dog, —Bob, you know, he nearly died laughing—he ftte the top ou t and 
slipped the rim over his head and he was trying to oatoh that riml ha, ha 
Dave: was it your dre3a hat? Dad: Oh, yes! I didn't have xji any 
other t And then t wont down to Bill Varners. Bob had loaned me one 
of his hats and I went down to Bill Varners. And when I went to leave 
there I started looking for my plug hat, a "bee gum" hat—that was the 
style then. They were as hard as a bone, but were nice. And so when 
I started looking for my hat when I left and oouldn't find my hat. I 
said:"I don't know where I laid ray hat" Someone said: "I thought you 
wor6 this one". I just happened to come to my senses and thought of Bob 
giving me that hat. I hadn't looked at enough to knowit. I said, ha, " 
"oh, yes, sometimes I wear one one time and another tltaxBkkairx time the 
other hat. ha, ha. 

DadK Well, I got me another one (hat) and I was going over t; Ellis 
Hannah's (Melinda's husband) and had s greyjnare that was just as frisky 
as she could be and as pretty as a speckled pup. The wind started to 
blow and my hat jumped off and hit her on the hips and she kieked it in 
the air and she' kicked the whole top out of it, ha, ha, ha. (Ralph and 
Lowell Aaughing, too) Next time I bought a hat that a dog couldn't chew 
the top out of nor a horse kicke che top out of. ha, ha. Boys, I had u 
some bad luck ft 

ntkAm T ..n)-. t-.o Tb. the same crirl. senool teaoher and I left thera"" 
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Dad: I went to see the same girl, school teacher and I Reel #t> 

lefc there--didn»t nave an overcoat. ...left there after night and I 


had a pipe. I smoked a*±# a pipe. I didn't have any gloves. I don't 
think it wa cold when I went up there. And I put ray hand on the pipe 



smoking it to warm ray hands, and by che way it burned all out. So I 
got out the bag and filled the pipe with tobaoco. Then I'd blow in and 
out to gaixi set it on fire from the bottom and in the meantime I sucked 
(nicotine) amber down ray throat. I never got sicker in my life. ;hen 
I came to the spring there at Frank Hanna hs. I thoufcfet I'd die nearly. 

I rolled off the horse to get some water. 


I aimed to roll of right at the spring as I didn't think I could walk. 

I got acme water and got back on the horse agai n. Instead of going to 
the house (their house'.') I rode ouc to the old barn. I reraembor as 
well as yesterday. I rode in under the shed and roiled off off aid 
started vomiting. If I hud n't vomited that niootine, it would ha ve 
killed mel I believe it would. I never was sicker in my life. 

I heard of a woman one time whose husband took colic aid they wanted to 
give him something to vomit him and she took the amber from a pipe 
to get him to vomit. It wa3 granmother Hannah or vomeone telling about 
it. That wasn't very far away. I forgot who it was. She gave him 
the amber frou the pipe and it kille d him in five minutes. If she'd 
given him striotnine it wouldn't Save killed him quioker. It killed 
him dead l They oalled it cramp colic, but in those days it might have 
been appendicitus. 


(This tape was done whenC john Dee was 3 years ol^J This was mentioned 
in the other half of the tape" that was of the~Friels) 


ReadarB Note: Host every story is copied verbatim—word for word— 

^ quoted. Very little was not verbatim. It will be obvious where it 
is not berbatim. Also, extra information or explanations have been 
put in parenthesis—far instanoe: "(Elk or Edray?)" 

One reason it is verbatim, even if some of it is uninteresting, 
or superfluous, is that it gives the mood of thinking of the old-timers, 
and an insight in to their lives. Future generations may appreciate 

the detail. 



i ad, SI, Ivan, Dave. 9* 

Stories: selling honey , Hugh snake-bees, Davis Mace, Sally MoLauglin-( mar< 

Dad: either spoil the rod or spoil che child. Cenevieve: you can't use 
a finger on them. Dad: you have to use judgment..How many licks did 

you give Ron?....Dad: . Friday Night. Ivan: ....at conference. 

Dad: Qood land of Mercy l No use to send my panfcs to the cleaner. Dave: 
maybe you should try to eat slower. Dad: ± don t know what. Well, I 
get it a hurry. I et hungry aid my mouth won't^open enough.... 

Bad: that bull didn't look very good.... I didn't buy him for looks. I 

bought hi for service. He's well marked. Ivan: He has all the quali¬ 
fications of a registered and maybe he'll give better service. 

Dave: Tell us about Sallle McLauglln . (she having the mare service d on 
the road to Marlinton when she meh the man with the stud)T Dad: No, it 

wouldn't do, ha.say something else and the conversation will be 

"yea, yea and nea and ne$" you have to be careful what you say. 

Dad: you asked about Sally MoLauglin. She had A1 Bench (?) along with 

with her (On a trip)and he couldn't read nor write. At"a restaurant he 
didn't know what to order. He couldd't read the menu. He'd say I'll take 
what ever Hally takes. So they afterwards had that for a by-word. 

Dave: Didn't you go with her? Dad: Or no. That was Sd.lv Gibson. She 
was too old for me. (Njjte: Dad wouldn't tell on tape about Sally. Her 
father wanted the mare serviced by a stud that some man was bringing over 
to Elk. Her dad sent her to Marlinton on the mare find told her for them 
to service the msire when they met on the top of Elk mountain. She held 
the mare while the man had the stud servic e the mfire. Then she got on 
her metre and went on to towp.) Dave: tell me about the time they put a 
s nake at Uncle Hugh' s bee s. Dad: No, that's too funny. Well, Tavlor 
Ra msey had a patented snake and he put it at the bee gum and put the 
head at the hole of the hive, and Uncle Hughe thought it was catching 
bees as he came around looking at his bees. He saw that snake there and 
he got a stick etnd slipped up, you know, and slammed down on the snake. 

He knew they(Ramsey and Mrs. Showalter ) were watching him and knew he 
was beat (Joke on him), why, he turned the thing on them 1 ha Dave: how 
did he do that? Dad: I couldn't tell that, ha, ha. (uncle Hugh did some 
fast thinking. He turned facing the house and opened his fly and tinkled 
on the ground —in front of th«m They didn't tease him about the snake l)h 
Dave: Uncle Bob looked alright today. Whad did Dr. Eddy (Cinoinraati 
— there fishing) say about your heel? ,Dad: he looked at It but he 
didn't know any more about it than I dkd. Hft, 

(Dad heard his voice on the reoorder for first time) Dad: forgive me If 
my voioe sounds like that I Now you talk and let us hear your voice. ... 
Dave: did you find your "traps" (strictitme) in your drawer? Drd: I'll 
pay you for it. Dave: you already sent me a check for it. Dad: you 
didn't cash it. Dave: the banks down there saUd it wasn't any good. 

.SI: (>o Dad) you give me enough to pay for that treasurer's book 

and we'll call it square. Dad: there's $15. Si: no... Dad: this is 
yours. Si: well go ahead... you I don't want to take that. Dad: take 
that, it's yours. Si: did you tfidce out for .... (day's work?)? What do 
you pay them? Dad: $2 a day. Si: well, there’s half of that. 

Si: well, I don't want to do that. I didn't go djong. Dad: Carnegia in 
New fork. A fellow (at train station ) asked if anyone would carry 
his suitcase up to the hotel. Carnegia said "yes. I' ll ca rry it.up for 
you" He cetpried it and charged nim & quarter or pO cents. He said: 

I might need you again sometime. Where do you live? He said:**I'm Carnegia, 
they call the steel magnet ." That fellow said in the paper that as long 
as he lived he said he'd never ask anyone to do anything for him that he 
could do himself, ha, ha. I've always told my boys if anything is offered 
to them to take it, ...and I giveyou (Si) that. Si: I know but right is 
right. (Dave: I don't remember which won out 1 ha.) 
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Dad* down the valley (Tygart) they plant their corn by and and they 
ploy both waya--criss-cros 3 . SI: well, I think we'll have to get down 
to doing it that way. They use hand planters . They don't have to 
It furrow it. Just take a tractor and a board and measure and put a spike 
down at each place, see? You drag a 2xl|. board behi d the tractor. You q_ 
sight the tractor down thru yonder and sight it. Dad: Then you drop the^h; 
corn by haad, don't you? SI* then you turn and go the other way and there 7 
are your checks, so you just take the hand planter and stick it down in 
that square and open it. That's the way Veo Hannah does. Dad: that's the 
way the did nown Tygart valley, SI; you ^Toht^Have to stop and cover the 
corn. Kyle and Charlie Jeales all checked their's off. Dad: then it 
wouldn't have to be hoed? Si: Archie Gibson takesthe tractor and harrows 
rows at a time and plows both ways and there's nothing to do (hoeing). 
After it is planted, your biggest work iis over, Dave* we vised to get 
down and dig weeds out with a hoe, and hoe and hoe., and between morning 
and noon you'd only get down to one end of the field (one row) —then 
it'd be dinner time. Si: well, they only got it hoed once over 1* here- 
(across the creek) Si: Down in Tygarfl bailey they raise 00 rn with less 
labor and sell it for 65/ and 75/ & bushel on ears. Dad: and they have 
corn piokers to run through. 

Dad: I asked Lowell if he wanted to work this morning end he said he 
dfdnt&t think so. Si: Sweckers was down and said they‘d planned on going 1 

fishing with him today and it rained. Dad: are they having a ball game 
up at Shews ton&ght? Ralph said he wanted to go with Lowell up to 
Keith Shews. 

Dad: That fellow up on the mountain (Point mt) at the mines looked like 
these Nelsons. lie (George) was in there (store) an at lest sold 2 lba 
of honey at 25$-(pe ■ lb.)—In order to get out of there, he said. There 
was ‘a beer joint right across the road. A young fellow about 25 and a fat 
fellow came up and said "Howdy do sir, howdy do sir, don't mind me, I'm 
_ just as drunk as a hog” and he turned around and walked off, reeling, 

* .Dad.about 20 years ago.... investigated and found he bought 

strictine there at the drug store and Dr, Gammeron saved his neok. Dr, 
Cameron made oath that she didn't die of poslon^ She'd been put away 
(hurried?) of course that finished it, (who???) 

(Jessie Hannah postmaster—retiree— wife postmuster— Jesse still worked 
— $30 pay retirement —moved to Elkin§ etc. ) (Mr Morrisons 's son, etc. 

(Davis Mace) Dad: I was up there to see Davis when he wasso sick. Si: I 
was up ther$ to a shooting raatoh. Dave: I was there with you that time 
and we didn't get a. y thing, riel l a had the match. Dad* Davis was a 
handy man to have. He was an awful good man. Si: he was a good ole 
boy. Dad: No body could say any harm of Nella Mace. She was a good t 1 * 

ne ighbor . If she told a slory, she'd tell you who told her so if it 
wasn't”true you could trace it back and see she was dear. I douldn't 
blame her. 


.....(apparently ^aul or Dave hadn't written Dad for some time when 
away to school and apparently Dad had written in his letter an old saying 
that was used in such a situation—"youjwouldn't even write to your 
to your grandmother" r^KklJlJtxyhiLX Dad* I said "you wouldn't even write 
your grandmother" and he thought I meant It, ha. ha. He said: why. Dad, 
you must have been miskaken. It must have been Ivan, because I don£t 

remember my granmotner.ha. ha. —It was an old saying. —like Henry 

Shaver has said: "you wouldn't eat your granmother's cooking", ha. —Dad. 
(Cars hard to get.) Si: it's been 5 years since the war (broke?) and 

tney.why. Bill Miller's nas been trying to get his oar and can't 

g®t it. 

a &e C fe4itf te SI: (joking) get some of that bear 
grease in there.... It might do it. Dave: how do you know it's bear grease ? 
SI: oause Sharp (Cliff's boys?) rendered it out of a bear, ha. 

Dad: you can tell cause it smells like it. Si* you oan't mistake beargreaaei 
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Dads I'll put some on my heel. Si: put a little on your ear.(sore 
ear). Dave: Didn't uncle Bob Gibson say it cured his asthma? Si: you® 
know, no germs could live or stay near his ear in that grease) ha, ha. 

Dad: to show you I have faith in bear g re ase I'll put some on top of 

my head ( a cut there?) That's the finest thing for rheumatism I ever 
tried. Ay Knees was so.... that I could hardly get up, down or any plaoe, 
and it cured my knees. Ui fes sir 1 

(Apparently Dad want to Randolph Go selling honey) Dadi Boys, I had 
the best hog meat today i I went to that restaurant—it was 12 o'cIock 
when we got there (Huttonsville?)The boys (Ralph and George—Mabel's 
uncle) took two hamburgers. I said I'll take ham. They ordered 2 
hamburgers. I ordered one ham sandwich but they brought me two. I could* 
n't bite it off and I asked for a paring knife . She found one after a 
good bit, ha, ha., and I used it. Tt was good hot lean ham. They enjoyed 
their hamburgers. I told Ralph he'd better get another glass of milk, 
so he did. I asked the waitress if there were any girls around there 


that we could hire that we needdd one at our place. She said ’’I'm from 
Mill creek:' I aslced if she had any sisters that wants to hire out. She 
said, I had one but she went to N. Y. to her brothers. There were 10 of 
us in the family and they are all gone and now i'm gone. I'm 13 years 
old. Si: 13 years old.l ha, ha. Dad: and when thw toman made out the 
bills she skinned out (left). She'd asked who to make the bills out to. 

I cold nar to me. She left the girl to bring the bill to me. She (woman?) 
took a pound of honey, deducted that off. Si: let's see—a pound of 
honey off—left 72 cents. Dad: It coat me $1^58 with 30 cents off. 

George said "she oharged you awful hijh, didn't she? Si: what kind of 
hamburgers were they? Dad: just ordinary hamburgers. Si: they must 
have charged 25 cents a piece. Dad; They wer big hamburg<ers. 

Si: they used to not be over a dime. Dave: Odie Johnson used to charge 

a quarter for a haraburter, but he'd give you a big one. What happened to 
the 13 year old girl? Dad: she brought the bill out and I said $1.58 
cents and 30 cents comes off that and she said I kHready took that off. 

The ha m sanawlo hes were 25 cents each and the milk must b.'< ve been 4^ glass. 
(The only Monday in the summer of 19f>0 was in August) 

Dad: this is Monday isn't it? No paper. 

(Dad was sitting in the car and Vonda shut the door on Dad's hand) 

Dad: .... and after a bit I got sick. I said "IAra awful sick" and Paul 

trained in first aid ran to his car and got a kit and gave me some amonia . 

I fainted away. I didn't know a thing. This up here (demonstrating?) 
will be worse than that, I believe (2 different cuts?) Dave: did you 
loose your fingernail? No. it was up on the hand. See there, I guess 
that's the cause of it. Dave: v/hat is that thing right there( a bump 
on a finger knuckle)? Dad: well, I guessthat's what started it. Si: 
that's what we've read about in the papers—some people get them—some 
kind of arthritis. Dave: maybe you could put some bear grease on it. 

Dad: Yes, I did. Dave: what are you going to do with that lin ement? 

Dad: put on that there. Dave: does it hurt? Dad: now it doesn't hurt., 
Dave: then why put li neme nt on it? Dad: Old man Ervin , made Ervin 
linement that smelled just like this and there was a cancer or something 
like that on a bull's jaw and it took it right off. If it took a cance r 
off a bull's jaw-n; ought to take this off my finger, ha, ha, ha. Si: 
that's not a bump on a bull's jaw, ha, ha. Was he a doctor: Dad: oh, 

yes, he was a Veteri nary doctor, ha, ha. Si: he was a bull docto r. I 
wouldn't wane him to - work oa me. ha. Dad: He'd doctor anything. He got 
this bull off of me and cancer came on it. Well, he didn't get it "off" 

of me, but I sold it to him. ha, ha.-ha if you want me to explain it 

to you so you can understand it. i.Iy boy s are a little hard to understandud 
kiqpGtu things, ha, ha.—you have Eonake things plain to them, or you 
gan't get them to understand, ha, ha. Dave: what are you going to do 
about the linement on your flngerltonight? Dad: I'll let it dry a little 


l-fiit^uliPs J jaw”°ha. in 4 fch “si ^ WiU b ° ^one—Just like that cancer on 
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that* bull's jaw. ha. ha. Si said: And so will Mabel 1 ha, ha.--smell 

of that lineraent and that bear grease l ha, ha. ha. -iM 

D a d: she was ready tcy leave this evening when I carae in (late from v 

Randolph co.) . I know what we call supper is dinner in the cities. 

.Dave: did jfou eat in Mill Greek ? Dad: no, it was in Huttons vil e. 

Dad: Ralph, George and I found out something about Mill Creek; TCe 
turned down in the lower end and crossed around and peddled hone to 

every house on every side nd got back on main street. . 

Dad: well, we went through a good part of the city above the road —out 
toward pickens. We went ou there about $0 yards and Ralph and I was 

standing on both sides of the road. Ralph said to park here and then 

you can go up yonder to the bank. I told him that I usually sold honey 

to the cashier in the bank. So I went up to the bank and I said I didn't 
expect you'd want any honey because I sold you a case last fall. I want¬ 
ed to come in and see you anyhow. Another big fine fellowin there. He 
was in office space by himself. He said he had plenty . He was awful 
nice, clever and nice. The other fellow said I believe I'll just ;take 
a pound of that honey. On ray way back to the oar I stopped in at the 
next house and the lady said "I'd like awful well to have honey. My 

husband is an insurance agent and he just left to go up to Valley Head. 

I'll see but I don't know if I've got any money or not. She hustled 
around and she had l4 cents. I said for her to take the honey anyway, 
that we'd be coming by here some time and collect. While you’re at it 
take two of them and I'll have something to stop Bor, ha. She said""if 
you don't care I'll Just take t wo. She gave me the l4 c ents and Just as 
got me paid here the man cme in, ha. He laugh ted. He said t'H Just 
pay Bor it. I was wanting to get the honey sold. By the time I got 
back, ray boys were gone. Oar was gone. I walked awjty up there and sat 
down, for ^ hour. Ralph came up in the car and said"do you want a ride? ha. 
Now we went over some ground, I tell you l I didn't see brother Brady . 

Si: were they (state) working any of the convicts today. Dad: there were 
about 15 but they had no stripes on them—running a bull do 7 eruetc. 

D-d: Ralph said let's go to the penitentiary ( to sell) I said we will— 

they've got to eat, wouldn't coubt but what we oan sell them some honey. 

I said let's go on down and stop there on the way back, but we forgot to. 

(Ice Cream) .Dad: .ice cream. Dave: who "did? Dad: Ivan did. 

four pints of ice cream he won . They had a guessing game .... uhey had 
some sort of social and he guessed with in a few beans of the number in 

a pint cup-1,300 aidsomething, and he got 4 pints of ice cream 

free, ha. Ivan said: I know my beans, ha, ha. Dad: I bet he counted 
a pint of oeans before he went there, ha. 

.... Dad: if you gave an old ewe two tablets it'd oure her. That surely 
fixed a $25 ewe. Ralph: maybe she was going to die anyway. Dad: no, 
she was getting along pretty good. Dave: then Iouldn't have given her 
pills the. Dad: well, I wanted to clean out what was* ailing her. 

.... Dad: he'll weigh 800 lbs. Si: he's mowing that grass up there. He'll 
fatten up. Dad: I paid $175 for him. A cow that si 7 e won't bring much, 
let's see, a 11 po lb cow would bring 15 cents a pound.—maybe $150. 

Dave: what can you buy a Jersey cow for. Dad: *500. Si: you*re buying 
a name... Dad: they'd cost $200.... Dave: what ill that old cowom mine 
bring? Dad: $150 to 175 and the calf ( 75. Dave: why don^t you sell thfct 
cow and add a little extra and get a jersey? rad:.... Dad:''boys, that C alf 
I bought from Ivan Is really a cow. She's a heffor now and gives a gallon 
and a half at a miling. I wouldn't take $200 for that heffer. 

(End of conversation) 
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Dad, Ivan, SI, Dave, Reel # n 6l" 

Buying fur, Hatfield gang, Mlllsboro, Beberly, Last one living 
Passenger pigeons, old log school house. 

(Dad watohlng Ralph Tiger Jones fight on TV. ) 

Dad:"If I weren't so tired I»d go over there to the end of the meadow 
and start shep. He'd trefer a coon right away. He's going to whip that 
white fellow. He's about got Him.... Now, he's about got Jones. Pretty 
even fight... He's tired. ...(Jones won.) 

(Dad playing the organ and doing very well 11 ) Dave: that's good Bad. 
Dad: ha, ha, ha. Dave: What's the name of that song? Dad: I don't 
know—it Just came in my head, ha. Dave: who was that wonun that 
shocked hay? Dad: Ronald Pennington's wife. The bosh hand I ever had, 
in the hayfield in my life. She'd run from one shook after she shocked 
it to the next windrow to get started again. Yes, and the whole day long. 
She said she learned from Mr. Tyree when she lived there. 

Dave: Paul, Dad has a "talk letter" to send you. (this was Intended to 
be mailed to Paul and Vonda, but got misplaced) 

Dad: Hellow Paul, Vonda and children . It'd be better to hear you say 

"hello Dad" and greet me with a kiss. I hope you are all well and enjoy¬ 
ing God's richest blessings. I can't stand much hard work .anymore. I 
feel I'm slipping down the evening side of life, but I'm enjoy ing life 
and I'm so glad tty children are all Christians and seeking that eternal 
home where we can have a great homeooming xomeday. We'll not be so far 
apart and be together always. I'm looking forward to that happy day. 

We gathered 35 gallons of strawberries and our garden* is coming on nioely. 
We have our sheep sheared and have sold the wool. I made out a little 
check for your's and Thayer ' s woo l. We're having several bee swarms. 

One big swarm went off yesterday, but that happens every year. Our 
Sunday school is hojjlitg up good—we have aflbout 6o and that's good for 
Slatyfork. Well, I've been working hard to build up onr ohuroh and have 

at least a few stars in my crown.. saved through our works. ... 

through the precious blfeod of Christ, oan we be saved. So live close to 

Him and trust Him and our meeting won't be so far offf.I Ivan and 

Genevievg and Evan oame in a little while ago and Sylvia and Jr. are here 
t~o~say hello to you. Each of you have our sincere prayers that God will 
be real good to each of you. So goodbye till we meat aga in. Lot's 
of love, from old Bad . 

Dave : Paul, I went fishing at the^m about 3 times and caught a few 
small ones. We've been here a week—came up Sunday and going back 
tomarrow, Sunday. I was over to the Friels yesterday and Kerth and I 
fished dowi on fireenbrier river, but didn't cahoh any. I came back to 
Slatyfork and went over the hill and nailed some boards over the front 
windows of the old house where someone threw rocks through. 

Sis. Paul, Vonda7~Tliayer and Barbara Jane. Dave can't shoot any better 
TEan he ever didji Ha, He can make the groundhogs flyii Take care of 
yourselves. Come up when you oan Goodbye. 

Ivan : Hello Paul, Thayer, Vonda and Barbara. This is your brother Ivan. 

I'm getting older. But ray youngest son talks courser than I do, so folfcs 
on the phone sometimes want me to tell my mother about the affairs of the 
church etc. Evan and I went over on Dry Branoh and fixed some fence. 

This evening we oame up Elk River from Charleston thru by Bergoo and up 
by Granville Brady's (dry branoh) and took the truck pa rt of the way 
up on the hill. Anyway we worked until after dark and came on over here 
and ate supper and see the folks and have a good time talking. We wish 
you were here with us. Best of joy and happiness to you all. Good night. 
Dave: I'm having trouble with theforward speed on this recorder.—It 

slips. I have to rotate it with my finger to keep about the right speed. 
While I was here we hived about 10 swarms of bees. We doubled up some 
swarms in order to get enough bees foF"one hive. (End of 1 side of bi^reel) 
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Dave: this is Oot. 23. 19&1* I'm up here seeing Dad, doing some hunting 
a£d looking for some chestnuts• I'll see if I can get some stories from 
Dad. Dave: Dad, tell~us about the first money you borrowed and starting 
in business. Dad: I didn't have any money at all and I borrowed $30 
to buy three calves from a neighbor. I borrowed from John B. Hann ah 
for a year and * bought the calves. No, he wasn't a relative, but his & 
son married my sister later on. Considering money then he had plenty. 

He trusted a 12 year old b oy and I invested in t hose calve s and sold . \ 
them the next year and hud &39 profit. I neighbor boylaid "Let me have N 

part of that money and we'll invest ih in bulng furs " He said he notioed^ 

at the Edray post office a prioe list that' was away above what people was 
getting for furs. So Igave him some money and we both bought furs and I m 

doubled my money. So I stared buying fu r from that d ay on and I made y 

double on every shipment. So I finally saddled up an old horse about 
20 years old and went all over the country (county) buying furs. BelieveJ 
me, you don't find many boys 12 years old that would do what 
and I did to get started in life. The trip down Elk River: 1 went o 


ana i aid to to et startea in me. rne trip down ij.k River: a went o 

about 20 miles on the old horse to my aunts', Melinda Rose (Sarah's sister)* 
and stayed all ni 0 ht. Then went down further to a home where they had 
some prime mink s. The old man wouldn't sell them to em. I told him I'd V 
pay himwhat I could afford to pay. He said "you've got to go 2 miles ^ 

down to the schofcl house and buy them from the boys. Whatever they take j 
is OK. So I went to the school house and called out the boys and asked * 
what they wanted for the minks. One said "I 'll t ake 2$ _cents a piece i 

for fcka mine" I asked the other and he said~"l'lT take the same for « 

mine" I said "what about the coon hide and skunk. They asked about 4 
two priovs for them 11 — more than I could get. I said "alright" and N 

paid them for the furs. I came back up and took the hldea off the boards ^ 
and put in the sack. The old woman asked me how muoh j paid ^ fnr» them. u 

I said "I paid them all th ey asked ", ha. I waited till I got the furs X 

In the sack and then 1 told her I'd paid them 25 cents for the minks. s 
She said "you didn't pay them anything" 1 The old man said "now you shutti 
up. This boy said he paid them all they asked for them, ha, ha. So Jh 
those minks brought me about $3 a piece. From then on I bought fur for 
25 years. I finally had 6 men buying fur for me all over the county* 

That's one way I got my star!; in irosiness. Yea, X Tceptgoing back down 
Eld river buying fur. I went back to the same place and asked the old 3“, 

man if he had any furs and he said the boys had ©me. He said to come 
on in and look them over, so he let me buy them from himl 

Dave: Did you pay the ;>> back ? Dad: Oh, yes, I waited a year. I went W 
back to pay old man Hannah. I didn't know anythingabout interest ' 

or money, ha, ha. I said "here Mr. Hannah is your $30 and r_ EHank _ you for 


or money, ha, ha. I said "here Mr. Hannah is your $30 and r_ EHank _ you for 
it", ha, ha. He said "that's alright " ha. ha. Dave: maybe he didn't V? 
expect any interest x^rom you. Dad: No, I doubt if he'd a charged me for^ 
it anyway. , as he thought a lot of my father and mother, ha, ha. ^ 

D fl ve: what about the ^atfleld gang ? Dad: Well, they wrote me a letter 
and told me to put $5^0 in a box up at the old sc hool hous e and signed <x 
it one of the gangs. But"they" werefl't the gangT* It'Wai a man, they • ^ 
found out later, was a teacher. Down in Webster county. ( Doddrlll ?) was 
a teaoher at one time. He was planning to get this moneyi I took a box 
and put it at the sohool^iuse where they said to put the money—"if not, 
we're coming after you" So I put the empty box at that place. I went 
with another fellow and watched for them to come, but they didn't come 
late in the night. Je went up the next morning and there was his trakk 
and he threw the box away about 30 yards from the school. People thought 
the Hatfields were coming. 

Dave: you told about the first ca r coming through here. Dad: it wame 
down Elk by one of the neighbors. 2 of the boys were down working in 
the field. They'd never seen a oar before. One said " look yonde r, the 
horses ran off and the buggy is still going," ha watched till out of sight. 
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'Dave: '.Vhere did you see your first tra in? Dad: I went to Millborq, Va 
when X was 12 years old with another party after a load of salt—Johnny 
Slanker, after a load of salt for Hugh Sharp . It was the first train I 
ever saw—in Millboro. There was another fellow along with me and he 
went into a saloon and wanted a bottle of liquor and the man said "you're 
not of age" and he yelled "....give it to me etc. (fast talkin ) and 
the saloon keeper gave him the bottle of liquor and he held on to it — 
(pulling it from the saloon keeper). Another fellow went to Millboro and 

.. like I was, and said to the conductor: "I want to take m 2$ cent s 

worth of ride". Dave: did you ride it too? Dad: No, I wasn't with that 
group of wagoners. So that fellow got on to take a 25 cent ride and 
thought he'd Just go few 100 yarcs, and they said it took hlua 2 day s to 
walk back, ha, ha. .. He had his horses there ready €o'~Kaul a load 
of goods. DAI: there were many tunny things that happened away back then. 
Dave: Whose wagons went to .lillsboro? Dad: Everyone, about, in Poca¬ 
hontas went to Virginia after salt. Farmers, there'd be maybe 3 or 4 
wagons with sheets and lay on the ground (at night) Dave: what if it 
rained? Dad: We'd put the sheets over the wagons, like a covered wagon. 

. and we had blaakets. We'd take our food with us in a box to do us 
4 days to a week. Sometimes it'd take a week. Others about 4 days, Bx 
Back then we had some pretty tough times. When I wasgrowing up, we had 
3 things for foo d. We had meat and bread for breakfast, and bread and 
moat for dinner, and had both of them for supper, ha, ha. And we got , 
along just fine. We could go out and oatoh a mess of fish or kill all Wyt 
the turkeys we wanted, and there were plenty of deer. I believe the 
farmers enjoyed life just as rauoh as they do now with the airplanes and /% t f i 
automobiles and the fast life we have today. They'd go to a neighbor's^ 
house and spend all day and enjoy the day toghether. Now we're in too 
big a hurry , only to say howdy-do and goodbye. Dave: You used to take 
wagons to Mill Greek didn't you? Dad: It was Beverly . I used to haul 

my.gooes from Beverly (meaning it was shippeSby rail to there)) 

We had our own wagons and tohorses. One time, another fellow was . 

my horses and wagon. rhere were two other men's wagons too. One for 
the store at Llnwood and one for B am Wood s at Mingo. Sam Woods had about 
4000 lbs of goods and Frmak(Hamilton?) (at Linwood) had 2000 lbs and 
I had about 2000 lbs but mine wasmostly all wire fence. They had about 
25 oartons of jars. They stopped near Klkwater to stay all night an d 
they* saw a big storm coming and they decided to go up on the hill to 

stay dll night at old man . and stay aL 1 night. Bo they put the 

horses in the barn on the hill on the right hand sid e of the rive’ and 
they went over to - Cogg ers?— There was a cloud burst at ;.Iingo and 

washed a big heap of~logs near Sam Woods store and took away.the 

bank, and it came down the valley and washed away the old Stalnaker 
house that had been there for 50 years, but no one livAAng in it. It 
pioked up all th ree wagons and carried them all away. The had a time 
getting the wagons back together. Ihey'd find a wheel here and there, 
iut mine, the wire was within a few 100 yards. They got my outfit back 
gogether again. People said they saw those jars going through Elkins 
floating on the water. Sam Woods lost about 4000 lbs of all kinds of 
merchandise. I think I lost a barrel of sugar . The wd. 1 of water was 
from one side of the valley to the other.' A maa who lived up on a hill 
went over to see about the flood aear our wagons. a e heard the roar 
ooming and there was a big pine log about 4 feet over laying over in the 
field. He ran as hard as he could run to escape and the water to his 
knees when he got to the hank and he saw that 30 ft long log float away. 

If my driver and the others hadn't gone to that house to sleep that night, 
they would have all drowned and the horses too l It washed the saddle 
off the manger of a horse(house?) over on uhe bank or hill, a fewlOO 
yards away. I've gone thru many a hard spell in life, but the Lord has 
been good to me, as X look back over life. 
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Dadt Out of 2<?0 people ray age, when about 12 year* old, from Mace Mt. ^ 
to top of gllk Mt.--I figured up sometime ago, of families then^every 
la at one of them have been oalled away, but L.D. Sharp. I'm the only 
one that's living of my age. Daves we hope you live another 98 years . 
JtkiaxxBuuucK You're $ 89 this summer. Dad: well, I like life. I'd like 

to live forever if the good Lord would leave me. I have . and a 

pretty tough time for a few years. ( oancer of jiaitwta prostate. He may 
or may not have known he had it. If he did he didn't tell us). But I'm 
not complaining. After the 8th day d' June/-I'm feoing on 90. According 
to nature I can't stay her<~ many more years. Many of the young people 
possibly may go before I'm oalled. But one thing sure and I'M certain 
of, I'm trying to make preparation for my eternal home , so I oan be 
with my mother and father, sisters, forma* wife and daughters. I'm 
looking forward to that day to a homecoming and I'm expecting each one 
of my children to meet with me there on that homecoming day . I'm so 
glad they have d. 1 accepted Christ in early life and I trust they are 
living true and faithfuil 

(End of 1st side of cassette) 

It may not be far off that L. D. will be on the ohher shore. I'M 
praying that the Lord will spare my life for a feWnore years. 

I'm glad Jr. and Sylvia came to see me. I can't Express how I love my 
children. I can't treat them as I'd like to treat them—by not havir^ 
or enjoying health like I am. I'd like to be more Jo>ly and go on the 
mountain (with them) and kuih take a little hunt,—squirrels, and 
pheasants with Jr. when he was here. According to my health I'm not ✓ 

able to do that. 3ut I'm thankful to be able to go.. After death 

we must meet the judgement. I advise my friends to accept Christ and 

be saved so we may meet again on the other shore. 

passenger Pigeons : Dave: You used to tell us about pigeons . 

D d: Oh, there were thousands of wild pigeons. Thousands come In in 
ofte bunoh. They'd light right down on the ground and soratoh through 
leaves and eat a ways, they'd fly over the ones ahead o? them and start 
scratching leaves again. 

...we'd shoot amonflh/thein sometimes with a musket loading gun --loaded, « 
through the muzzle(j We didn't have any shotguns then. Still maybe ^ 

a half a do r en would fall as they flew over. P. V c 

Pigeons used to roost on tree s on Gauley and they nearly broke down bn. 
whole pine patchi Thousands"and thousands of them. My uncle went in 
there t see about them. Hundreds of them killed when limbs 
broke off the trees. (Uncle Harmon ?) You can hardly believe it. T 
Thousands in one cluster of than going through the oountry. I haven't 
seen a pigeon for years 1 

Buggies : Dad: fes, Ellis Hannah, my borhher-in-law bought the first 
buggy In this country. I had the first cart. I went to Greenbrier 
county and took a horse with me* and bought a 2-wheel oar t. I used that 
for several years. Dave: what did you use it for to ride in? 

Dad: courting ha, Dave: did you go to see mother in it? Dad: yea, 
and I married while I had that. I wasone of the first to buy an 
automobile in the county. There were 3 and I was one of them. I bought 
a Studebaker. i4e had muddy roads full of chuck holes. You couhdn't 
go 50 MPH like you can now. (bought it about 1914-1915) Between here 
and Marlinton, one time, I had 3 flat tires--sharp rocks in the road. 
( Singing )—Dad: Yes, we've sung at several homecoming s In the past few 
years in different counties. One had 15,000 people. Yes I've been 
choir direotor at the church for severa £ears. When I was 12 years old 
my father went me to a sinking schoo l and when the sohool was over they 
elected one person to lead the choir (group) for three months. Differertt 
ones were elected—Harry Jackson, Boh Gljaann, Ellis Hannah , and that boy 
"LD, 12 years old wre elected for 3 months. I oan remember it as well 
ps yesterday. I got up before the congregation and my knees Just 








y Stories by L.D.Sharp 10-23-^j. (Reel #"6l") taped by Dave Page 5 

as yesterday. I got up before the congregation and my knees just 
bumped together—I was so excited. 3ut now 10,000 people doesn't have 
any effect on me. At one of the homecomings they Just had our group 
of singers. Someone from another church told us they enjoyed our 
singing and waited us to be at their homeoomi ig. Once we had about 8 

in the choir and we went to the Indian Traft church homecowming. 

Dave: Did they teach you to keep" time when you were in singing school? 
Dad: Oh yes, and we used shappd notes and I use them yet today. I 

oan read toe shaped notes off faster than the round notes. They’ve 
envited us to some homecomings lately but I'm not able to go—been sick. 

I can't carry on like I did. I guess I'll have to give it up, I reckon. 
(Land Inherited ) Dave: Didn't your parents give you seine land and some 
to your si store ? Dad: They gave me a tract of land where we lived 
(the old home plaoe over the hill)—over at the old place and gave each 
of them (sisters) 200 acres of land, The only money my father gave me 
in my lifetime--for he wasn't able to give ma any—he gave me $50 . 
he sold some timber and gave each of us, Ilia, M elinda and myself 
each. Melinda got her land over on 3 1atyf ork (up the mountain from 
Llabyfork oreek above Lowell Gibson's present camp) , and glia got the 
Alum Rook place (on left side of -latyfork creek—there'a powdery alum ) 
under a cliff near the creek 1 or 2 hundred yars above line 

fence) -->800 acres there. Meli nda got hers back on top of the 

mountain (Bussard?) 

Dave: Who owned the land on Elk where Klla lived. Dad: Old man B illy 

Gibson. Dave: Who owned that plaoe where Harry Varner li ves. Dad: that 
wal part of the same place. I've been there a many a time. Ella married 
old man Billy Gibson's son, Robert and they lived at that plaoe (Varner 
plaoe?) for several years until old man 3111 giave them the Bob Ol/aon 
place when he (Bob?) built up there. I went to a danoe near there when 
I was about 18, and I_ slippe d off from home. There were ^6^ there at the 
danoe at old man Jim G ibsons and every last one of them are dead except 
L. • D. Sharp 1 So I've been thanteful the good Lord has spared my life 
as long as he has. (story of the dance in another section). 

Dave: Didn't your dad help build the o ld log school you went to? Dad: 

Or yes, I was only 3 years old. I saw them guilding that house. My 
fatn^r took me up there• You w> uldn't think one could remember back till 
he was 3 years old. But I heard my parents speak about it so much. I 
saw them building that shhoolhouse and I saw old man fainter sealing 
it Inside and running a plane. I saw them making the blackboard . Ella 
and Melinda was older so they went to school a few 100 yards from home. 
They'd take the 3-year old kid there before it got too cold several times. 
They'd take the blanke t (another place in these series he mentioned 
a sheepskin-) for me to lay on. -They had long benches about 10 feet 
long on both sides of the sohoolhouse. I'd come out of the school to 
go home and my mother would watch for me. She could see the little. 
white headed boy coming running down the road for dinner . I'd said* 

"I'm coming home to eat gravy with mom. ha, ha. 

Dave: Dad, I thank you Tor - these stories. I'll keep them and it'll 
be nice to play tnem bacx from time tok time. 

(end of #"6l" tape and end of Cassette-4side 2) 





Stories aad history of the Slatyferk.W.Va. Sharis hy L.D.Sharp. taped 10-5-5^ by Dave Shari 

~— f& i 

Hxeerpts from a taped, intended, letter to Paul and Voada la Tozas, by"LD" , SI and Days. • 

Dad on History: Grandmother Hannah said oar forefathers came from fereigu coantrios— / 

German, Englis, Irish eta. I was 12 years old when my father let us buy a mountain rifle— 
muzzle loader. That first year I kept a d iary ef what Ikilled and remember distinctly I 
-billed 16 grey squirrels, 3 wild turkeys ami I forgot how mapy pigeons. There were pigeons, 
4*«re by the thousands and 100s of thousands and roared like a train aiming. But that is or 
I 'to boon hunting the past ( 82 years of ago) One time baek on Slatyferk mountain I saw 3 
pretty black kego eomeing down the mountain that I thought belehgged to mr Varner, len Varner, 
and then they eane closer, I saw they wero a blg bear and two cubs and they eamo down in front 
ef me and walleVed in the little run and I had a single shot Winchester. I kept my eye on 


then and thought as soon as they got up I'd try to kill one of them I'd sheet the old one \Af 
and maybe have a chance killing the ethers. Se when they same euft ef there they Jumped on 7 


a big leg and ran about 20 stops from me and I hollered "halt". I'd hoard ay father say 
at a boar you bad to holler '"halt" to g ot thorn to stop. Thome was a big tree, rigtt as the bea 
Jumped bessde this tree I hollered “halt" and it wassn't like a door they finished their Jump 
rifht then. s he stepsed behind the tree and I could only see h part ef her. I meved baek (in 
the other direction?) there was a tree beside that one. T ;J ere was a eub on the log and I 
shot and it fell off down over the hill. There was quite a bit ef snow on and I tried to got 
another shell in and kept trying to put the shell in with ay fingers, single shot, and the eld 
big boar Jumped off that log gst as I get the shell geing in the gun, right off toward me. 

She thought the sound was below. She lookdod down the hill. I could Just see her noek whore 
a little bit of her head lacking down the other way. The ae uhd teheed down ths ether way for ] 
her. She Jmmood within 15 fset of ue and I Just Jerked the guA down and fired at her and 
misted her. But I was scared re arly to death, And she ram down over the hill and I ran 
around the hill to head them off at—I know the y'd come off at the highway (old road) aad 
they'd likely come around to whore there was a pine patch where they ueually ereae. I eteed 
ghere a geod bit and then came baek te where I was at and wont down to where thia one fell 
off the jog and the "'re was blssd all ever ths gaorad sn both sides. They'd eome hack and weh 
rigtt up the hill whore I con Id hare shot at them for 100 yards I roeksn. while I was staadiag 
’own there waiting for that to eome around to mo.I wont up on tbs little flat, there was a 
^ixrsl patch there and I wart in. I ventured lnte that laamel patch , and I saw whsre ths sld 


big sue and ths stbs r cubs had stepped there with thia erne that had laid town that was badly 
wemaded. Se I heard them tear cut of that laurel patch. There waa bleed whore the eub 
boar laid. So I wont over about 200 yards and get sshaky-like. and I went down to Mr. 
Varners and told hia I thought I'd kiiftd a bear and for kin to eome up aad holp no take a 
stand, so ho did. Ho took a track and teld mo to go up on the ridge and when I wont up there, 
the hear had already gen through. s e ho said dsn't gs any further. Ve'll gs back heme and gel 
Henry Sharp's boar dog and some back in the morning and wo'll go after thoa. So ho was 
ssarsd and didn't want ts gs any further. —because....1 1 d at id behind a tree and Jnaped 
at, hia and get his nerves ha. ha. ha. I earns heme that night aad we were cut ef weed aad 
ay fahher said we^dTiave te get weed , and ltsaewed aheut a feet that might. He said "why, 
thsso bear would go for 10 miles te%ight. You'd aoror find thoa" Ho talked mo out of going 
bask the nezt morning. The fellews whe fellewed then frea Clever Lick, Weeds Blile y, he 
asked ahemt 2 weeks frea then " whe killed one ef these cnbs" ? He'd fellewed thea over 


there and went baek the nozt morning and they gnmped up en the Jehnsen's flat, Just a few 
100 yards frea where we left thea, and there were twe ef thorn l know sonoea killed one of 
those cubs . It snored all over this dead bsar and I l ost my fir st kill. 

I'vs had quite a lot of exeerienee in mr 82 years sf living and hunting from the time I was 

12 yaars eld andbilled quite a number of wild tur keys. Ons time I was aver on Oaullsy 
whors thsrs wors planty of dear. I killed 7 daor In 3 4 days hunting. Of eeursa, I'vs killsd 
a dssr each ysar until last ysar. I get my dsar almost over year till last year. Ifailsd 
last y*ar. Thsy allewed killing dees and fawns the last 2 years and thsy'vs about killed 
moot of the door out ef around Slatyferk. Hardly any door around hero <ay more. 

I've had Ahe groat sport fishing. I've eaugtt a grsat many of trsut. I enjegy hunting very 
\8i , but I'm gstting most to# old to get over the hills. I've not been very strong lately, so 
^bave te hunt around on level land, mostly. I havsn't boss mbit ts find any turkays yst., 

sut ws kwiinn hape sons ons runs asms through that I might have a shame# to kill one. 
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Dad telling names of parents ete.: My father was Silas Shar p, ay aether was Sarah Sharp. 

'(Silas called her "Sally") Grandfather William Sharp , Grandmother R achael S harp (was a Eilley). 
There were 7 ehildre ef Williaa. There were 3 them killed during the Civil W ar.—3 beys. 

My father was eaptared (as a eivilhAa) aad served 23 aenths aad 24 days ia pri. sen in Salisbury 
N. C. They stared thea te death there hy the theasaads aad I was pithreap there going 
J'lerida and theree was an eld man there and I was talking te him aad asked where the prises 
,s and he was painting eutk that the prisons were aere like harns., and he said they all ^ 
Ttareved te death and what wasn't starred was peisened. I said "ae, they weren't—ay father 
was exchanged a few days hefere the war ended and that he lived —he lived thiaagh all that 
hat said themsaals thetfstarved te death"' he said; "eh ne" this eld nan, he's getting eld 
ami childish said "ae, ae, there wasn't nay of then that pt eat—every one ef then died , 
what didn't die they peisened thea" ha, ha, Hij eeatr^dieted ay story of ny father living 
theangh it. . Bat it was terrible what they went through. 

David Hannah was my grandfather Hannah. Grand aether laanah's name was heater. They had a 7 
large family. There were twe of the beys that died faring the war with diptheria. Cat tbsir 

family dean.-aether's brothers. One (another) was a preacher. They were all very religions 

GeerpgefP.^Haaaah was the preacher (brother ef Sarah, Dad's mother.) I think 1 had on^ef the 
bent aethers ttet ever lived. I gaess asst everyene alee thinks the sane abeat theirs". ,y 

My father was a g reat man, a geed man, a ped religions man. My aotm r was oatstanding in ^ 
every way. She was ped te the siet aud anyone she eeald help. One thing I'a gratefnl for 
is that I had geed dhristian parents. p- 

My Dad's (Silas') brothers were: Henr y, Berna rd. Haraen, and Hngh and ene sister^ ,t think 
her name was bat she died with diptherisTdarlng the war. (harried below the store, 

left ef the readon the high bank). The 3 beys that were killed was Lather, l4was aaaed aafter 
him., ^e ary aal Bernard. Margared~ was 12 years eld. Took diptheria . fin It sare was a hard 
strece on ay grandparents te leeacthat many ef their faaily — fear e*t ef 7. Only three lived 
threagh the war. One ef the beys was feand with an apple in his pocket and my grandmother / 
plant*/the 7 seeds from thl s_ apple and only 3 sf then grew. She gave ene ef the trees te 
ancle Haraen Sharp ^aiT _ ene te ay father (Silas) and ene te unole Hngh. These trees grew ap 
and bore frait for many years. It leekedd like they represented —te shew that just 3 lived 
threagh this seige, the grea t Civil War. 

_ first wife's name was Lanre Morgan and she war a vreaeher's danghter. There were abeat 

p in in that faaily—Bill Morgan, Edgar Morgan KXX Ninaie Morgan, Lena Morgan and Laara 
Merman, my wife. (Edith was the mother of the children). 

Qxumi 

My sisters were: Ella Gibs on (Mrs. Robert Gibson) and Malinda Hanna h (Mrs. Ellis Hannah). 
Bethcx were elder. Malitdawas 5 years elder and Ella 3 ysars elder. Mallola lived te be 
85 years eld and Ella mast have been abeat 80. They lived abeat 4 miles from Slatyferk (on 
Elk) When I was a bey there was quite a number ef people living on ^lk.and Liaweed and eat 
ef maybe 200 or mere there was, twe years age, only 6 ef thea living along my age and they've 
all died off. (End ef first side ef large reel tape). 

In the past 2 years theyve dropped o ff and new I'm the only ene that's left ef these my age— 
aboat 80. I'm 82. I'm the only one t hat's llvl^ ef that great numbe r ef people that lived 
here en Elk. Whole families 'have lasted on. So, I'm ping yet pretty stseng—net like I 
ased te, bat I don't knew hew long the ped Lord will leave as here. Bat I hope te live an so \ 

te meed these great many people I cnew in ay boyhood days. 

Meeting Laara (mother): Well, I went te a piehl s. first ene I'd ever been te in ay life, -infi 
and my wife had visited this pienie with anather girl, so I took a fancy te her actions, aaiy 
meeting with her she seemed te talk so ale e. I asked her if she'd take a ride with me in a 
swing, ha. ha. So that was the beglnni^; ef ear courtshi p at this pienie, the first ene I ns 

ever a ttended. After I was there with her there a few hears, I thought ene day 1111 write 

ner a letter—a nice letter and see if I might have a date . And se that was the start ef ay 
courtship as best as I can remember. It was near Liaweed —abeat 3 miles from here. The fleet 
time I ever drank lemenag e was a t this pienie, ha. I thought it was something wonderful 1 
There hadn't been any in the country ap te that time that I knew ef. I thought the girl was 
iiore wonderful (than the lemonade) ha, ha. And she was se nice and every time I went te see 
I thought she was the "only girl en the beach" ' ha. aad finally we pt married . I wen 
—# battle. Te see her I had te ge horseback then. Didn't have any ears, and really ne 
toggles in this section ef tbs country. I did win eat even if I did p slew, ha, ha. Yes 
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las, I did bars eeapetitien, hat I was ths hast leaking bey, ha, ha. ha. (Jeking). Ns, 1 ^~ 
dsa't mean that, ha. lay way ay winning ways (Joking) aast hava had senething ta da with 
as wiaaiac hsr. Bacaasa shs was sa fins. Sha was preparing ta ahhaal I changed har 

wiud aftar sa leng and sha hssams a great hemsekeeper. 

had a aiaa family af 7 childr*®. And sac af tha greatest thing af all is that.... thara 
"as ana af thaa, aaly at eat 16 (18) (Craala) Jast finishing highseheel task sisk and cans haaa 
aad died....hut ana grant aansulatian is 4s I startad ta say is that ay 6 ahildran living , Xkay 
thsy'vs all established families exaejt ana wha is aat aarriad aad thay ara all Christians, 
living far that hefvehly haaa wa night saasday tnjay. Ceentless agas af ataraity tagathar 


aad it givas as graat Jay ta know that thay ara all living far ghrist. 

Mods af travsling whaa a hay: Hersebaek and "fsathaek" ha, hh. Va sithar had ta walk ar 
rids a harsa. I acvar had an auteaebile a atil l ahaat 1915. Vail, I dea't know.,, a faw 

yaars hafara that 1 hsmght a huggy end maybe a aaupla af thay,-1 wars thaa pratty ill wall 

amt—ahaat 1900. Thay didn't~eeTt hat ahaat $100 ta $125 and aayhs aat that aaah. Va ardarad 
thaa fraa Cincinnati frsa a factary there. 

Ths first aafeasVfls I'd scan,a Dsetar fizad ap seas kind af a aster an a baggy. Ha raa 
ahaat 6 alias an hear. Ha daava areuad a faw tlass hers an Ilk with that aster. I guess ha 
fizad it ap himself, ta ran that hurry . Ha had sene kind ef a steering arraagensnt. I'd 
scan him enea er t wise—nayha 3 tines. 

tXfirst one that eaaa dawn Ek, it enaaavar a hill and 2 aeighher hays, thay yelled "leak tha 
harsa ran aff and Man tera away frem tha haggy and the huggy is still gping yet. Leek a t it 
geim yat" (prehahly an appreptlate Jake far thaa te tellna an that eecasien l). ^ 

Thhy didn't hava telephenes than. My first telsphene was areand aayhe k 1^00 ar^T Paapla 
thaaght it was seaethlag wandarful whan"wa^had tha phana pat in and ene ahaat 12 alias away A 
(at Idray) Sons asked if tha messages aaaa in te ear phana ever a hallaw wire. I tald thaa 
it a as a selid wire. Phones must hava haaa cheap than. Yea oa aid hay a pair ef snaas far 
$1.25 that'd east $6 ar $8 new. Celfee cast.... wa said e effea a t 12 seats and 15 assts 
whan wa started the stare. New it cess $1 te $1.25. Plaar said far ahaat $4 a barrel in 
^ adan barrels. Year dellar was werth seaething thaa. I think wa ware as wall aff then as 
wa ara teday. 

Snd.. 


PS Lad's children ware: Ada (carried XXXX Jehn Jehnsen and then Vill Certain), Vielet 
(married Hafas Marklaad) Ivan (married Genevieve Ornderff af hrhavala), Craela wha died 
at age af ahaat 18 Silas af Siatyferk, Paul ( wha a&rriad Vonda Lava af *uekhannen, and 
aftar her passim a&rriad Hatha af fart Hashes Terns, and Dave wha married 

Sylvia Trial af near Marlintan. 
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(V) (Taped by Dave Sharp) 

(Dart: who were the fir st In Pocahontas county to own au tomobiles ?) Tho first I know or 
was Ace Barlow at Edray, Bowd Hannah on Elk and L.D. SEarp, myself, Wo bought tho first 
few cars I know of in this county and thoy woro StwdoWakors. Lator on pooplo began buying 
tho Fords and different makes of cars. (Dave: Did yon have any trouble with them ruanipg 
in tho rnts t*at tho wagons made?) That's all thoy had to ran in, yon might say, because 
of oirt roads. Vhoy weren't Tory wido and tho wagons cut rnts in tho mads. Thoy had a 

lot of trouble with tho blowing <» t by stones and tho had roads. Wo had dirt roads. Wo 

had to koop them no. Each fa rmer wonkod, I helio-re 3 days or 5 days a year free to keep 
np the roads snob as wo had. Tho government didn't pay any money for to koop thorn up. 
Farmers had to koop np tho roads so thoy eonld travel. (Dare: what ahont gasoline in thos< 
days?) Wo didn't know anything ahont gasoline nntil wo gp t tho ^ars, and then vo get the 
cars. Then someone in Marlinton sot np a fas station and fnrnish us with gas. Wo'd cot 

a barrel at a time. That's ahont as much as I'd cot v inn I first started headline 

Put those others buy lig pars, ones already had them. Bowd Hanna h was ahont as dose to me» 
any one else. He'd hey 60 gallon barrel at a time. Wo had ordinary pumps in order to W. 
pump it ont into onr cars. That was a iirotty pgeugh way ts get aleqg . Ws thoncht it was ' 
something wonderfnl. (Dave: what ahont that telephone lino , whinh way did it asms in hero 
tho fi'rst time?) It come through* from Randolph c onnty. Dr. Boaworth was tho first to 
come through and hnilt tho linos. There was one phsns at Dr. Came ron*s (Mace) and one at 
Mings # at Sam W podg p$pre and I took a phono and so ddid George P. Moor e at Edray , and 
Marlfnten was tho next place thoy woro supposed to have telephone service. (Davo: eeuld y« 
call Marlinton from hero?) No. Wo could call tho office there, hut didn't have any regale 
operators In call for ns. Yes, tho phono lino wont on thresh to Marlinton. And thoy he 
a contract with some of tho pooplo at Marlinton to pay so mnoh money t» Dr. Besworth for 
bringing the'line throught to Marlinton. Too, I think those woro tho Xirst phonos ont of 
Marlinton (hack thru to Elkins, I guess ho meant) (Davo: In other words ths lino ran 
this wqpy instead of down Greenbbier River). I don't know how lei« it was hsfsrs ths line 
wont sn down through Groonhrior county and pp also np through the head of Pocahontas count) 
•-not very long after thoy fmund ont what a groat blessing it was ts havs a phono aad talk 
over tho wires. Dlffsront ones akksd ms hsw you m talked over it, saying "Ths wirs is 
hollsw isn't it"? I said "no, ths wirs isn't hsllsw. Electriety in wire. Thoy eonld 
hardly hsliovo that. And thoy woro so oxcitod thoy, at Edray, tho preacher wanted to sing 
a song and he'd sing soprano and I'd sing toaor. So wo sang ovar tha telephone 12 miles 
away ! Ha sang ona part and I sang anothar and wa thought that was wendsrfnl. Wo sang 
together and 12 miles apart. Oh, it was hard to make pooplo Relieve that vo didn't talk 
through a hollow wire, ha. ha. (Davo: what about tho first automobile that came down 
through Elk from KarlintonT) Yes tho first one came down throught by a homo np hero and 
a couple hoys ont in tho field and it came down tho road and one of thorn hollered: "Look 
yonder, a horse has run off and with a buggy and it's going yet. There's no horse to it— 

it's torn looso—and it's going yet", ha. What a great laugh ahont it ppter on. Thoy could 

hollovo it oooslhlo that somethin like* thaty could go without horsepower. (Davo: didn't 
someone on Elk call on thoParty lino that a horse ran away and for them to stop it?). No. 

not that I know of, ha . ha. I don't remember. (Davo: where did you kill your first door- 

hack there on the mountain?) I couldn't answer that. I think it was back on Slatyferk, 
and Uncle Hu^i Skim . I killed a fawn . Ho said it belonged to his pot door , Nanny. 

Ho had about 12 or 13 pet deer and he salI "thats one of my deer you'vekilled, I holiovo. .( 
Eo didn't cars abemt mefcilling it, hut ho said that one was one of old "Nannies"(hams of * 
his doer) fawns that Skilled, and It migfrt have been, ha, ha. I don't know, ha. ha. I 
wasn't looking for any brand or name. (Davo: what kind of gin did you kill it with?) I 
don't know—I can't answer that. I had, I think a rifle I gpt. I had a rifle and a muzzle 
loaded rifle—that's tho kind of gun I had first, and it might have been it. (Davo: what d 
you do with that gun?) I Just don't know at all for ten my life what over happened to 
that gun. It'd ho a relic now, wouldn't it? (Davo: How many pheasants nave you MtiindT 
killed this year?) Well, it may ho against my religion, ha, ha, ha. I don't know what tho 
limit (Davo: say tom if tho limit was 40 how many did you kill?) If tho limit was da 40 
I guess I tilled something loos that that, ha. ha, I missed several, though. Well, if 
you're jping to take mo to court—to to take it down (tape it) for tho fact, it was 13 . 

Well now, don't take no to court and have mo fined, ha, hot. (Davo: you'd say before tho Judi 
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•mthtr* in court that you killed 13?) Ha. ha. well if I wont before him I'd hm* to 8 ajr 
/) it. I won't sware to a lio, ha. (Dave: how All many did yow kill last yoarT) I dlAfc't 

“V g«t any last year. I only got 2 squlrels. I had to £0 to ths hospital ( prostats opsratio 

K and I didn't g«*t ts taks a stand fsra daar. Ss I misssd last ysar. I had ths priviledge o 

shooting at ons this year, hat it stopped in a hie patch of brush—too thick ti tst ths 

ballot through ts it. I thought I might kill it anyway, but misssd. And my gn£f jot clegge 

ap (Jammed) and 1 coaldn't get any othsr shots an! it jot away. What is that flying «ver 

thsroT Violet, I saw a robin sat thsro. (Daws; yss it is. It's Do*. 26th) It fisw down 
in ths pathway and ap la that trso and ths n flow over in ths garden. (Daws: Violst, do yow 
know this c sntloaan sitting hsro? who is not) (Violst: Woll, this is my fathor, my Tory _ 
dovotod fathsr) (Dad proadly laughed, ha. ha, ha.) (Davs: how many flhristtmases havo yow V* 

sssnT) Tv yrarvyiUT fi j u t can't say that, I'd rathor not, bat it's bean several.' 

Bat this is ths first Christmas I 'vs boon ia hors sines 1917. 40 yoars sines I 'to boon to 
Slatyfork.for Christmas.) Dad: Yoa sow, ths roason sha dossn't want to toll har age, shs 
lost h«r hasband end looking fir another, ha, ha, ha. (Violst: woll it'd bo awfal hard to 
find anyone as jiod as ho was. So I think thoy'ro very scares). (Dave: how many of your 

kids woro ia hsro this timo, all of tom?) Woll thors was Violst from Bichmond, Va.; Paal 

from Texas. Ivan and Gsnovieva and ths ir son from Charleston, and Si living hsro with mo. 
IT's gxnx a groat Joy of having thorn with ms Ibr ths Christmas holiday s and celebrate the 
birth of Christ. It's boon about the most enjoyable hellidnys ^'ve over spent, I think. 

It's 9 ing tob bs very sad with thorn going oat tonight and along ia a few days—next week. 

It mkdes it very sad to hsnr s thorn to loavo as. Wo pray ths Lord to taks ears of thorn. 

Ws commit thou in to His hands to take thorn back safely to their plaso of abode or liviag,- 

whsrs they work ts make a limit*;. We're awful glad ts ha vs thorn. I cannot sxprsss in wordi 
I can hardly think about it without shedding tsars. If thqy all loft at one time, I don't 
bslioTO I could stand it. Some are going tonight aand tomorrow and next week. They'll 
drop off gradually and I'll live it through, but it's hard to give th os up. We'd like tnoi 
to stay on and on, like wo used to hams them around our fireside and our house, and wo 
enjoyed their prosones day ia and day out. Ths way circumstances are, they're soattorod 
far, and so we're certainly thankful to the good Lord that toy have boon with us and 
giving thorn health and strength to make thsJourney—coming ia to see old Dad and ka most 
^ together and bo together. I can't express in words how I appreciate it. (Violet: you knot 
Dave and Sylvia are here too.) Oh, pardon me, Jr. was handling this machine (tape records] 
and I forgot, ha, ha, ha. I call him Jr. Dave and Sylvia pardon me. Thesis sea many ol 

thorn I have so many children, ha, ha. ha. I think of them as much as any of my children. 

That was Just a slip of my mind. I was past 21 on my last birthday, so you may know why 
I'm Just forgetful—being that old—past 21. If you ask how much past that, I was' 8 ? tbs 
8 th day of Juno, last Juno. 87 yoars and 6 months, since I came into this world. Don't 

semm but a Alert time, Don'ta seem but a few yoars since I used to go to school up there 

at the la p of the hill—about 80 years ago,,(school across old road from cometary)—when 

I was first 9 ing to school-past 30 yoars ago when I first went to school. But it don't 

seem but a short time. So if any of yam. hearing mo talking, If you think you'll live to 

be old and it'll bo a long time fsr life. But It'll slip by before you kn<* it, if the 

Lord spares your life, it'll bo over before you know it. So it doesn't semi long since I 
went to school and lived with my motla r and dad and sisters. But according to na ture and 
all, like that, I c an't expec t to bo hero that much longer. So the main thing I think it 

for each one of us to live for . ... for wo are told that . 

.... when least expected, and wo find that is true. When one of our loved ones who goes 
ouTin Just moments of time, so many peeplo dying of heart trouble, and one way or another 
(Dive: what's going oaf) (Ketha, said: we're fixing to oat ohesant) (all laughging and ti 
ing at one time) (Violet: Bet your fingers out of there (apparently they wore weighing 
themselves on a paof bathroom scales) Dad: He's recording all that. (Ketba: Dave 
what are ye* dolngT)( Genevieve: he's recording—we'll play it back.) (Kethm: I xaigkk 
weigh 135) (Genevieve: I da too.) (Dave: How much do you weigh Paul?) ( Paul: I weigh, 
with this heavy underwear • nd shoes 219 lbs.) (Genevieve: Violet wants to weigh her shoe: 

(Dave: Hew urns is that Lila?) (Lila: lhO even) (Dave: Ceme on Violet, comtea Helen) 

^ (Genevieve: come on Si, Dave , Evan .(Dave how much do you wei£ Evan?) 

(Evan: 135) .(Helen! 126) .more talking. (Si is now playing piano 

over ia tho parlor. It's far from recorder so low volumn on the recorder) 
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(Davo: Dad, lata get sama recording of year singing. Whan did you start?) Wall eir.^X^.V"'* 
I started singing whan I was 12 yaars old. My fathar sant my sisters 111a. kalinda and ' y 
myself to a singing school. Wa want ta twa terms. I format Who tha professor was that 
taught tk* singing schooIT up at tha old'log school house halaw Mary's Chapsl Church (an Bit) 
That was tha anly chnreh on Elk. Thay had tha singing, praaching sarrica and all tha 
maatings In this aid school hansa. And aftar thay had tha school^ elasad, thay dacidad ta 
lat tha laadars carry on the singing. Sa thay dacidad alacting leaders far 3 months. An d 
in alacting, thay elected Boh Gibssn and Ells Hannah (mayhe father of Russell Hannah?) and 
Carry Jackson and Days Gwinn and L. D. Sharp, Just a hay 12 yaars aid. Sa 1 had more nerve 
than I had drains, ha, ha, So want ahead jast tha sane. It case my tarn. I remsmbsr 
it as wall as if it were yesterday whan I want ap on tho platform ta laad tha singing. My 
knees shaeek sa, I coaid hardly keep than from haaping together and it was hard far as 
ta stand on tha floor.. I was awfal hashfal. Bat I 'to kapt an singing all those many 
years. I'a 8? yaars old tho 8th day of Jane, and I 'to boon loading ahoirs ever since 
a hoy 12 yaars aid. And now it has no offset on mo. I' to soon hafora a few thousand 
oaoole loading oar chair from Slatyfork. We're had a good many choir s in tho last 60 
yaars and wa'ra had soma awfal good ones. It doesn't make -no afraid hr nsrreas or agrtdng. 

I cam go hafora those thousands as woll as I coaid , or hotter than I could whan I was 
12 yaars old among my own friends and neighbors. (Dave: haven't you boon superintendent of 
Sunday School many yaars?) Oh yes, I was superintendent and taught Sunday School. I'va 
gone to church every Sunday I was able to go that I remember of since I was %uite a 
small child. Whan I was too small ta go, of course my mother and dad took mo. Thay wore 
hath davatad Onristlans. And they'd taka me to church whan I was ss small. I haliavs 
in that ss much. Tha Bible says bring up a child whan it is young end whan it's aid it 
won't depart foam it. Tha trouble today is that sa many people don't pay any attention 
ta their children. Just left them grow up among all kinds of charcters and it's bringing 

it's results ta mast of tha yang oeeple. So many of thorn are going astray. 

I enjoy life, oven at my age. I'd like to live on, if it's ths Lord's will. Bat I know 
according to nature I can't live many more years. I've thought over it a lota of times— 
several years. Throe score and ton, bat if it is his will I'd like to live Jast forever, r,fl 
oven though I have lots of trials t.nd troubles and disappointments and sarraws, Yet, I 
enjay Ufa. Bat I know it's batter on beyond. (Dave : yeer u &ad*s name was Bill?) William. 
(Deva: haw much af this ground did ho own around Slatyfork—mast of it?) Wall, Grandfa ther 
Sharp owned about 2.000 acre s. and then ha bought tha place far Harman Sharp (at the forks 
of Elk River, Big Spring Creak and Lawrel Ran running off Gamlay mountalnT. My mother and 
fathar said live stack and helped pay far it. Ha premised to.buy them a farm where it 
was level . Instead ha bought him a tract of land Jast across tho hill from whore ho 
lived—several hundred acres, bat it was all in gr een tim ber. And my father had ta 
go in that green timber ^nd clear out fiel ds to lay oat his corn and wheat, oats and 

things that took care of us‘through life-food. My m other made cl othes and my father 

made oa r shoes and we had an awful hard tiao of it, bat wc had plenty to eat such as fe 
it was. We didn't have aay canned fruit. It was all dried apples and dried berries , bat 
they dried an awfal lot of fruit. Wo didu't kaow what a can'was'. I didn't see a can to 

when I was a small—like the cans teday. But there was nothing bettor than a d ried app le .W 
piel Wo liked the way wo had to live. I# enjoyed it as much as wo do now dith all oar 
conveniences, automobiles, etc. (Dave: what kind of lights did yea use?) Wo had card If 

. They killed a beef and used tla fat, I moan tallo w. The/ Lad candle mo nies_aakds 

si* candles at a time. . And wo thought we had a wonderful light when one had a caidlo 

light. They had flints back in my earlier days, whore you had a flint rock and they had 

spunk (soft dead pith wood in logs) and they would strike that flint and it knocked 
sparks in that spunk and set it a fire and get the f ire started that way, and my fatheiN^, 

and mother had little twists of paper on the mantle that they'd reach and yet one of them 

and put it in the fire and light their candle with it. We didn't have the conveniences 
of this day and time. (Dae: did you have to make your own sugar?) Wo made oar own 

sugar*. My father and mother told us when wo mate it, we badTe make, I think it was, 

a 100 pounds of maule^ *ug»r 811(1 then we could have the rest of it made up in molasses, 

And ws children would work hard because we liked the molasses so well we'd 4 et that 100 

lbs of sugar, be had to have that before there was any molasses made. 
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Stories & History of the- ISlot yfork . WVVa . S harp* s by L.D. Sharp , taped 12-25-59 age 87 & 6 mo 
(lave: what about mineral rights on the land?) Yes, I own the mineral rights. It'd 
never been sold. My father gave 400 acres: 200 to Eli bt and 20 0 to MaEinda. Lila (soId) 
her mineral rights. On her piece of land there was an aluua ro ck and there were nugets r 

that looked like gold or silver. They may become valuable seme day. (That a lam To ck 0-r \ 

is a f*9 100 yards above the Stare line eu Slatyferk. Greer. Just across the creek and 

up against the tank, about 20 feet.), Vet she dais sold the land. Bat she may have ke}> the 
mineral rights, (D.^.ve: Dad, --about the old mil l down here. Did yeu have it built?) Jr. 

They got the land off of Uncle .{ug h WQj 


■ Uncle Sam Gibson and Telrlc k a n.an named Tetrick . _ 

Sharp, He grve them the^ land to build the mill. And didn't charge them a penny fer it, ' 
T hey built the mill and then ran it for a good while and they had an "up and down" saw 
attached . They sawed a lot of lumber there. They had a place to r un up logs, and 
they could sawplumber. And could fcrind their grists if they wanted to*. Finally at 
last, Brice Griffin bought it off of them for Just a song and he ran it for 10 or 15 
years, I evpect. Couldn’t grind over 15 bushels in a day's time. When they first had 
the contract the man who put the mil] up contracted, guaranteed to grind so much an hour. 

They ground flo-r . The old mill rocks are down there yet, laying out on the grouid 

—The con rocks and the flour rocks. (Dave: didn't Willie Gibson have a key for it and 
worked there?) He may have . 3i ice Griff in died. In his Will it was to be s old and 

the M'inty to te given to hie mother., fithere 116 against me. I didn't want anyone te get 

in there tHaF was undesireable and'it was up to me to buy that land back. Tho Mill was 
was gond down from the few years standing tinre. It wasn’t used any more and it cost jne 
$500 beget that piece ef land tn,-t Hade Hugh Slarp gave to Uaols Sam Gib son and Titrlck. 

I've"~giv#a that land to Silas Sharp,”" ay son. (Dave: did you run tho mill some yourself?) 

No. I never, I had it run. 1 take that back. I »et old man Elbcn and his son Charlie 
to remodel that mill. I'm forgetful. I bought 50 bushel/s of wheat from Sam Moore at 

Edray and I ground all that wheat into flour. And I ground corn to meal. I didn't 

•rind any for other people. I may have had Brice Grif fin run it a while before he died, 
gut i'm forgetful (he ceuldn't have had Brice, as Brice died and it was sold at auction 

bo Bad—?) I lidn't grind for oth- rs. You got a gallon out of a bushel for toll (for 

grinding it) So it didn't pay me to grind for others. (Dave: was it Henry Gibson's 
father, Sam Gibson that built it?) Yes, he and Tetrick v.. r. . . they built the first 

mill. There was e earn mill over at where B arney Showfelt er lives ( Bill B ibson place 

across the creek from the church.) Andy Han nah, took it over from his father Jo hn Hann ah 

who ha d it built. He ran it for years. I remeMber taking ceiu there to griul. 

(Dave: did you buy any mill stones?) Yes, I bought from old loan McLaughlin who had 
a mi 11 for 40 years, 1 reckon* There's where i got tne last corn stone and the f.eur 
stone—I bought from old man George McLaughlin ov*r above Murlinton. Had tnem hauled 
over and had Elbon 's put them on the mill to grind. They cast several huhdred dollars 
(arw) shipped from foreign countries—$rance. But I didn't pay ranch for them. Whey 
were doing him ne good. 1 got them very cheap. If someone wanted £o put in a mill 
they'd be just first class—corn meal and fleur. People and times a re to© fast 
now, you knew, to step to grind any corn. 
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History, Stories, Thoughts and Advice—Tawed of L.D.Sharp ^-29-59 Wy Paul L. Sharp 1 

^G-E yn —Dec. 1980-Re-taped on Cassette and tyued hy Dave Shar> 

In tte oresrnce of Paul . Keth a and Y ielet . Dad was asked te sing and did: " When the Hell 
Is Bai led Ue fender". Then they ate supper. On tape: Si played seat good elan# msie. ^ 
Dad: Well, I was 12 years old when my Dad sent as and ay two sisters te a singing school. 
And after we went t# two singing schools, they dlected what they called chorus leaders. 
They delected different ones for 3 aenths, and in electing the offices they elected the 
little hey 12 years eld—that little hey was L. D. Sharp. The first tiae I get up before 
the congregation I couldn't keep ay knees froa clasping together. I could hardly stand 
on the floor. And I served out ay three aenths and when it case anethe r tera (turn) 

I was elected again. I'a 87 years eld and I've been singiag and leading groues of singers 
since I was 12 years eld,,and sinee that tiae going te different counties,, taking our 
gross. At one state song service they said there were 15,000 people there and getting 
up before large congregations didn't have «iy effect on ae. I get so it doesn't have any 
effect ts get up before large cc igretgatiens because I have been used te it. I often 
think how hard it was fc ae to stand lefere the congregation te lead the first songs I 
ever tried to sing. We've gp ne to different counties and gone ever into the state of 
Virginia to a hoaeceaing and were called te Greenbrier county te a heaeceaing 2 years age, 
and they wanted the Slatvfork group of singers. So we took sur grsus ts this hsaecsaing. 
We thsught thrre'd be several grsuss sf silvers there. There were several oreachers the r« 
ani a very large erewd—soae frsa Califernia. Ts my surprise and disappeintaent, ytu 
aigtt say, thev depended entirely sn the Slatyferk chair. Ws gst a great deal sf praise 
and I was very prsud sf our groue of singers because they did a gsod #ob. I lave te sing. 
I hose to ssaeday ts he able ts sing after this life is ever. I ds the best I can here, 
hut I'm looking forward ts the day that I een really sing when I Join the choir in 
herven with the angels. (Knowing Dad and his intense love sf music, that is exactly what 
he is doing now!) I'm looking forward te that day. I enjoy attending church and helping 
with the# Pinging. We've dene it several tiaes at hoae comings this year, and we gst a 
wonderful 1st of praise at them, and I believe they really did enjey the ausie—eur pingii 
Paul: Cauld yeu pay soar things abcut your faailyT 

Dad: I have a whole let to say about ay individual faaily. We had seven children in the 
family and they all accepted Ohrlst frea the age ef 8 te 12 years eld. I'm certainly 
oread pf that. And I'a oreod ef ay father and aether ef the lives they lived. Iscause I 
don't know what would have hapeened te as if I'd had parent■ like a great number pf peopL 
have. They never attend ^ureh and live wicked lives. Jut ay father and Bother when ws 
vers growing up, the y were se strict on us that the firstpocket knife I ever beught, ay 
aether said: "sow don't use the t seclr t knife on Sunday or you'll lose it, ha. ha. and 
I believkLit for a long tiae. I'd use it during the week and sn Sunday I'd lay Ay soekst 
knife away. So I'm glad when we retired when the day came to a close, that ay aother (; 
had two sisters) would say "ooae hers and ay your prayers hsfsrs you go ts bed" and wo'd 
?ay eur little prayers, as children csaasnly are taugtt : "now I lay ae down te sleep, 

I pray the Lord ay seult te keep, and if I should die before I awake, I pray the Lord 
my souli te take” Se, then, we learned to b end eur kauv knees while we were se young, 
and I'a spread ef that, se proud ef ew early training. The lifcle says: Bring up a 
child when it is young and the way it Asuld go, and when it is old it will not depart fr< 
it" . And I'a glad ay children are following the steps of their aether and their father 
and trying to live for thrlst, and it gives as great Joy ts think sf tke great ksasesaing 
wo attended during the past years and this year, Jut I'a leaking forward ts the day when 
we'll have a great hsaecsaing that will he worth whilst—that ws'll all aeat together at 
that great hoaeceaing after life is ever. That'll he the greatest Joy sf anything a pers 
can think sf. 

Se aany parents never take their children ts church, never bring tbea as they should he 
brought up. A number sf famileAs, as aany as 12 at Slatyferk who never attend church. 

It hurts ae that the uarents wss Id bring up children so irreverant , not te love their Lor 
and master while they're veung. So I'a certainly thankful thBt ny children came a long 
distance te visltf their eld Dad and loved errs here. They haven't been able te come all 
at one time. Jut Paul and Ketteand Vi#let are here now and ethers have been coming. 
Before this, Junior (Deve) and his wife and Ivan and his faaily and Will Curtain (Ada's 
Husband) has been in visiting us. Se we certainly do appreciaU-the t. One thing we griev 
about is that they take such a short stay and we hate te see then leave us without 
stpping longer with us—for we emjey their asapany so much. As I understand it, Paul am 
his wife aid Violet are »irjg ts leave us in the morning aikl it Bakes as fsel sad that 
they're leaving us. We'll he very lonesome after they leave, bexause theyve been suck 
ceapeny te us. 



>«. ni.t.n, St.r.W., Tk.«kt. and WW*S D^'skr, .7 

*- /.VW: «h.t d.O T*« father .t«. "• «• “ ,rl..n. ha. P.&M 


nfl\a»l: what about yaur father ate. "* "** *“ iike # thar ta get i* arlaan, ha. Peo^ld'd 
* Dad: ha. ha. E.'d d.ne n. crime or J*ythi* w „ the tl» rf the CItII War. He wa. liTin* 
think n« bad done a terrible crime.. r-^ soldiers iaae atd captured 

kn hi. home , living m qml* life , «• either side. The ee.pls 

sststiii rui*:u\£ i/Z; *£ . f «. r s . 

: they taok hi* ta arisen nnd he serred ?J months and 24 days i» Salisbury, H. C. where the 

•J starred thousands ta death. I had 1 uncles who ware killdad during the Civil War lern* 


starred thousands ta death. I had 1 uncles wne were .- ' 

Luther and denry. Luther was only 16 years aid and the Rhhel saldiers cane running dowi 
the rallay and his .other yelled amt "ldsk amt, yonder comes tha "^• 1 rt 8 « 1 ? i » r9 “ d thi9 
hay teak ta the hill hack of amr (this) heuse and ealy 16 years aid . Old Jame 3 i**ans 
was following behini the greus of saldiers that wars running dawn the rallay end he shat 
this 16 year eld hoy and killed hi*. It was the same time they captured my father and t: 
hi* ta mrieen. The ether twa hays were in the army when they were killed. One was a 
rshel and the ether was a yeankee. (Dad may hare ta Id ms ana ether ti*e ha wasn't smr# a: 
was a rebel). 

Paul: Tom woro right hero on the bord er between the Worth and Sout h, and your family 
tried to remain nmutrml and couldn't do it. Dad: And they really didn't know. I're 
heard the* eay: at the time when it (war) broke out they didn't know which aid# they 
should Jeinl —some of them. My grandfather (William) was a republican—afthe he lost 
so many (incfadlng Luther) of the family in the war and hodamoe of how my father (Silas) 
suffered as he did in prison. They ware Republicans dyad in the hlssd—they surely wars 
Republicans all their liras. 

Orendfather Sharp (William) and grandfather Iannah(Darid) —their fereparsnts same frem 1 


foreign ceuntries. They were Irish, German and Englis. My graidmotber could almost trai 
them ,s 8 I te sneak" te Adam. She eften time teld abeut them earning srsr here. We're 
get all kinds sf hlssd mixed in ear reins—Irish, German and English. During tha firat 
Warld War when they were so down on the Germane I eald ta a trarell qg talesman: "I're 
gat some German bleed in me, what da yam think rf that?" la laid: That's prstty had 


bleed, pretpy bad bleedi" ha, ha. 

I're amend 6 wintere in Florida and trareled quite a bit. I're been here 87 year s tha 8 tl 
day af June, and I thank the goad lard far taking care af ms dawn threugh the year*. 

I're had troubles, sarraws and disaapaintmanta. I'ra been asly ta one dance in ay life. 

'e? a I chase te ge te. v eu should keep good company: A girl I*d been corresponding witk wai 
us pretty as ysv^say, a speckled pup, hu, and she came te my kerne, rode a horse up , kersi 
, * r ' u - buck. They rede horse buck tke. He autsaobilec, eren ac buggies, and u ersuaded ns ts 
slip off and gs t# a dance. Ss I went off up to the dance (on Elk), and the people from 


all erer the country geathered to Elk, a certain section of Elk. They called it arotrnol 
danees. The best I counted, there were 36 oeeple there, and were healthiest people in tl 
county. I nerer sow such a time in all my life and I merer expect te s ee , nor want te 
see anhdher like it. Talk* about drinking » A fellow played a bantye . Another oleyed a 
rialen. The banjo "layer get so drunk during the niglt and I waa going around trying ta 
prMienade. I'd nerer been on the fleer before and ha through out h ie feet and I fell an 
his feet and f all In the floor. I was a bashful bay of 18. Oh, I was ss ashamed of that 
I almost pulled ay girl in an me. I had ts hold her. I didn't fall clear ts the floor. 
The thing I want to bring out it that erery one of those 36 that was there that night kai 
been called into eternity. I'm the only one that the lard spared a life. I gire crpdit 
the Lard far taking care of ae dawn threugh the many years. I haren't tasted whisk er fei 
50 years. When I was a child we didn't here a doctor any closer than 23 miles. They 
had hardly any medicine. So when we were sick the sesple in the country would giro us 
( * little ginger in a little whiskey as a medicine. I nerer eren tasted beer. I'd rathe: 

//UJt 7 8<M * 8 in the community than a beer Joint.' They call them beer parlcrs and I hear 

they eren hare ladies any mare ts gs in and wait an tkm people, selling beer. I see in 

the saner where 45^ ef the eeohle killed in car accidents last year was because sf drunk* 
drirers. I think the time has cane whan ereiy Christian should ds ererytking he can ts 
stams out the liouor traffic. It'd be a great saring sf life far tha country. Liquor ia 
■*“ ruining so many families and causing ss many deaths. 

I don't icnaw what else ie say about my life. I'm going along prstty strong at my age. 

I're had quite a bit of 

then the judge*ut . 


sickness this past winter—operated m (prostate?), but I're 

V 8 lt*wo! ♦Syr*", tfa ® Urd 8e * 8 fit t8 leaTe here, 
if it was the Lord's will. But *eu kusw after one's death 
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BgB History, Stories, Thoughts and l$viSe~Taoed of L.D.Sharp 9-29-59 hy Paul Sharp 
•j *y Re-taped en Bassetts and typed Dec. 1980 by Dare Sharp '/ 

fj) We are teld that death csaes a thief in the night, when least expected. So we are comma* 
fr 9 to he ready and not wait till d eaTETbomes. V# wist hare on the weddfe* garments, la to our 
lamps trimmed and ready to enter into the marriage feast. Mo matter when the summons coi 
we should he ready. Tnat's ay advice toevery individual and not wait till they are old 
to accept Cnrist. Because after they get to ho 50 or 60 years old it is almost impossih] 
to get any one to change their lives. It seems the older they get, the harder it is to 
amend their lives. So I sinsit on oareit s to bring children up the way they should go ,- 
take them to church—not send them. Take them to church every Sunday and live elese to 
a Christian live. Let their influence live in the family they are bringing up. 

Paul: What about the roads and in your days. T 

Dad: We had mud roads. Weren’t very wide and were kept up by each farmer who worked 
4 days a year in order to keep up those roads. We had no buggies. Most eeople had wagi 
because they had to go to Millboro (Va) about 60 miles for salt and roofing and supplies 
There wasn't any salt or sugar to amount to anything (here) and they went to Millboro. 
They (his parents) had mills and ground the wheat people grow and ground flour. Women 
these days wouldn't try to think about making light bread out of I flour like we had to 
live on. It was the best ve could do. I owned a mill after I grew into mannood. (Last 
used about 1920. Remains can still be seen —1980— submerged dam-log, rock foundation 
and the rook sldd-dam.) 

Paul: In tbe oast you've talked about inventiouo, transportations in the early day*. 

Dad: Well, back in my boyhood days when there wasn't a buggy in the country and I was si 
of three who bought the first automobile bought in Pocahoit as county, (A 19Mj^ Stud sbake r 
(The enameled license plate in the store window ubesibly aay have been the“plate for it??! 
I remember the first buggy that was bsught by ay brothe r-i n-la w. I bought a surrey—o 
two wheel surrey^~the first conveyance I ever had~ k good aany people don't know wlmt i 
surrey was. It had two wheels and a skeleton seat, big enough* far two neeple to ride 
in and we thought we had a wonderful way to mmve alorg with a one horse. I vent about 4< 
or 5 ^ miles to where a man was adtertisipg and sailing those surreys and buggies. I rod* 
a horseback to go get it with the harness on the horse (to bo ready to pull it when Z ho 
there) and I had that until my first courtship, ha. ha. 

Thera were ns telephsnes in the cosnty. I was one of the first to have a tele phon o. Thor* 
were 2 or 3 in tbe coanty when the lines got t hrough first—Just to try it~eutTTl belies 
that Dad in another taping said that Marlinton had no shone a, and they git their shorn 
after the line was brought through from Rando lph C ounty by Slatyfork. It was extended on 
Bdrry and Marlinton. There were orebably’one or tvs in the Linwood area before the lino 
got down to Slatyfork. First ones in the countyTT) Someone who came to my home one day 
and I was talking 12 milts to( ju*/. p. Moore's store mt Idray. They had one. One folios 
said to me: "low do you got the message over the line to Mr. Moore '0 storoT Th e wire is 
hollow, isn't it?" ha, ha, I said: " no it isn't hollvf^ ho. ha. Ie thought wo wore 
talking thresgh a hollow tube over the telephone wire. C ' V 

We had no do ctor any closer than 23 miles. No hospitals. If anyone got siek T -moot mal 

the farmers^ had different kinds of teas. They had teas for different siskneooes. 

They had pSnerall tea and different names for teas they had. My m o tie r (Sarah) ha d a 
half a do ten different kinds sf tea hanging up there (attieT) dried, and If aay oae got 
sick —oho was a g roat hand at going to visit the sick. She'd geather ups ssae sf thsso 
teas and take with her' 

(Joke??) When I was gfc quite small we had three changes of food m day. We had Bread 
and meat fb r breakfast. Meat and Bread Hr dinner, and both of thorn for supper, ha. ha. 

We enjoyed life, I believe better than today. Ve could go out and catkh a basket full of 
fish in a few hours, and there were plenty of doer and wild turkeys to galore. And bear 
olenty of them—too many of them. They killed oar sheeo. They did more harm than good. 
But I velieve oooule were better satisfied. They'd go visit a home and stay all day, 
and families would come to visits my father and moth r and stay all day. There was no 
rush, and now if th^ go and stay just a little while ia their aptomobiles, they're up 
and gone. We'ro living in a fast age and many are losing thdr lives by living in Ms 
age of autoaobileo. 
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f?) We are teld that death comes a thief in the night, when least expected. So we are comaaad< 
J to he ready and not wait till deaSFooiee. fi au»t hare on the weddM* garments, ia ve our 
lamps trimmed and ready to enter into the marriage feast. Mo matter when the summons comet 
we should he ready. Tnat's my advice toe very individual and not wait till they are old 
to accept Cnrist. Because after they get to ho 50 or 60 years old it is almost impossible 
to get any one to change their lives. It seems the older they get, the harder it is to 
amend their lives. So I sinsit on pareit s to bring children up the way they should go ,— 
take them to church—not send them. Take then to church every Sunday and live close to 
a Christian live. Let their influence live in the family they are bringing up. 

Paul: What about the roads amd in your days. T 

Dad: Wo had mud roads. Weren’t very wide and were kept up by eaoh farmer who worked 
4 days a year in order to keep up those roads. Wo had no busies. Most oeoplo had wagom 
because they had to go to Millboro (Va) about 60 miles for salt and roofing and supplies. 
There wasn't any salt or sugar to amount to anything (here) and they went to Millboro. 

They (his parents) had mills an) ground the wheat people grow and ground flour. Women 
these days wouldn't try to think about making light bread ov£ of Z flour like we had to 
live on. It was the best ve could do. I owned a mill after I grew into manhood. (Last 
used about 1920. Remains can still be seen —1980-- submerged dam-log, rock foandatioa 
and the rook sldd-dam.) 

Paul: In tbe »ast you've talked about inventions, transoortations in the early days. 

Dad: Well, back in my boyhood days when there wasn't m buggy in the country and I was one 
of three who bought the first automobile bought in Pocahort as county. (A 19ffi Stud ohake r)& 
(The enameled liconoe plate in the stere window uhssibly may have been the plate for it??) 

I remember the first buggy that was bought by my brother-in-law. I bought a Surrey—a 
two wheel surrey, "the first conveyance I ever had. A good many people don't know wimt a 
surroy was. It had two wheels and a skeleton seat, big enough* for two oooplo to ride 
in and wo thought we had a wenderful way to nave aloig with m on# horoo. I went about 40 
or 50 miles to where a man was adterticiqg and soiling those surreys and buggies. I rods 
a horseback to go get it with the harness on the horse (to bo ready to pull it when Z ho 
W.L tot there) and I had that until ay first courtship, ha. ha. 

There were no telephones In the county. I was one of the first to have a telephon e. There 
were 2 or 3 in tbe county when the lines got t hroug h first—Just to try it out. (I believe 
that Dad ia another taping said that Marliuton had no shone s, and they git their ohenmo 
after the line was brought through from Randolph County by Slatyferk. It was extended on t' 
Edrry and Marl inton. There were orebably 7 % eao or two ia the Linweed area before the lino 
got down to Slatyferk. First ones in the county??) Someone who came to my home one day 
and I was talking 12 miles to Csutr r. Moore's store at Edray. They had one. One fellow 
said to me: "low do you get the message over the line tm Mr. Moore's store? Th e wire is 
hollow, isn't it?" ha, ha, I said: " no it isn't hollmm^ ha. ha. Ie thought wo wore 
talking through a hollow tube over the telephone wire. e ' V 

be had no doc tor any closer than 23 miles. No hospitals. If anyone got oick T -moot mall 

the farmers^ had different kinds of teas. They had teas for different sioknesses. 

They had pSnerall tea and different names for teas they had. My mot ter (Sarah) hd a 
half a do ten different kinds of tea hanging up there (attie?) dried, and If any oae got 
sick —ohe was a g roat hand at going to v isit th e sick. She'd geather upo some of thoao 
teas and take with her. 

(Joke??) When I was ggt quite small we had three changes of food a day. We had Bread 
and meat fbr breakfast. Meat and Bread fir dinner, and both of thorn for supper, ha. ha. 

We enjoyed life, I believe better than today. We oould go out and cathh a basket full of 
fish in a few heurs, end there were plenty of doer and wild turkeys to galore. And bear, 
ulenty of tiem—too many of them. They killed oar sheeo. They did more harm than good. 

But I velieve ooople were better satisfied. They'd go visit a home and stay all day, 
and families would come to visits my father and moth r and stay all day. There was mo 
rusk, and now if they go and stay Just a little while ia their ahtemobiles, they're up 
and gone. We're living in a fast age and many am losing thdr lives by living in Ms 
age of automobiles. 







-e History, Stories, Thoughts and Advile—Taoed of L.D.Sharp 9-29-59 by Paul Sharp 

Re-tased on Cassette and tyued Dee. 1980 by Dare Sh^.rp , , ■ ' 

We rode an horseback:. I did ay flrtt a par ting riding horseback. 

_ Paul: low did you court riding iferseback? 0 7 

Dad; ^ Ha veil, I managed to get an awful nice wife—your uotltr, a preacher'! 

J daughter "(Laura Morgan) I fooled her and got one of the heat girls in the country fora 
wife. I giro credit to ay children for being what they are to a great extent for haring 
such a woadorful Bother . She was a preacher's daughter. I don't take any credit. I gire 
most of tie credit to their Bother. Her father was a Methodist circuit rider, le rode 
Wf** horseback. He didn't hare any buggy. He oreaehed at nine different appointments (country 
churches) on the Edray charge. He lired at Edray. (In the saae present parsonage building) 
«e had to rldo horseback Or not get to his churches. It leeks like they'd (circuit riders) 
get a greater reward than ministers today who steo in an auteaebile and a few ninutes 
after the ohuroh service (be at another dureh)—go all over his charge. Dould do it in a 
few hours. In that tine it'd take naybe a half a day to cone from the Edray par so nage 
over to Slatyferk to oreach. /&<-* 

Paul: what did you say you went to jllllboro for? - 

Dad: Wo went to Millboro to get salt, sugar and such things as that. There was no salt 
ln area - 

I (About 1884)— The first tine I was to Millboro, I went with Uncle laraon and another folios 

. to take his horses and wanted ue to go along. I was lT_years old and it'd take 

* V* us almost all week. We had a box to carry pur lunch in and we'd sleep out at nights. 

When niglt ~eaae on we'd drive to the side of the road and caap over till morning . We took 
feed to feed our horses. It took us about all week for this wagon trip. Didn't have any hi 
buggies. There was no other way of conveyance. 

(Dad told ae.(Dave), a story that was not recorded on tape about this trip, when they 
c-mped near a negro town in Virginia, and when they pulled a trick-Joke on him) I may 
tell it elsewhere in this booklet being comoiled.) »i, '*iSt- ' A- 

A couple fellows—a railroad came through Mountain Grove (Vo)—they thought they'd like 
to try that train out. So theywent to the donductor when the train pulled up and said: 

"We'd like to have a quarter's worth of ride" The aonducter knew they didn't know 
what they were talking a bout and he gave them a quarter's worth of ride, ha. He took 
them on the train and it took them 3 days to walk back, ha. ha. Well that taught them 
^ a lessen! They knew not to take ovsr a dime's worth of ride the next time, ha. ha. 


I mess someone else in their group took care of their horses while they were gone. 

Pauli: Dad, you've seen a lot of new thinge—inventions... 
pllU** Dad: Telephone, hard surface reads, automobiles, T V, airplanes. I rode the first planes 
jjr that came into the county at the County Pairs. One follow came in there and made quite a ht 
bit of money barnstorming ("Scotty". He’d go behind the barn and take a drink between 
rides in his biplane. He got killed in Ohio ytunting, —I believe flying under a bridge.) 
People would pay to take a rids over the town of Marlinton and sometimes pretty well 
all over the county, but not too far because he wanted to get back to get another load 
of passengers. 

Paul: Did you like to fly? 

Dad: I certainly did J Paul: Would you rather live new than back when you were a boy? 
Dad: I really believe we had more real enjoyment than we do today—even with all the 
inventions, telephone, TV, radio People are not satisfied today. We're looking for aore 
inventions and goint to the moen(it was aredieted). I haven't thought much about that 
trip', ha.ha. Paul: Do you have anything to say now before you sing for us? Dad: Well, 
all I have to say to those who may listen to this, be good and live from day to day, as 
we're commanded. Be thanful. Realite where our good blessings come from—God. Trust in 
< him and you'll never regret it. Paul: Thank you Dad, Now what song <b y ou want to sing? 
£*<1: Well the title of the song is " Jesus i s the Wa y"—a wonderful song. T'hepe anyone 
• j, listens to it will pay attention to the words, the aeaning of the words. (Kable played 

r the piano whild Dad song sole. Another song : "My Faith Looks up to SOU Thee". Another 

so n£; Trio: Dad, Pau l and Mable—" Beautiful Ko»e "So Diewher o ir T~(Dave: Icouldn't tape theaie^c 

Dave: There was a lot of l^i's fine piano olayihg on Paul's reel tape which was not include: 
on the cassette copies made by Dove. After taping Dad's voice I did go back to Paul's reel 
tape and nicked up (on last l/4 of 2nd side of cassette) Si playing oianoq, and with a llttl: 
comedy-conversation played the tenor banjo, guitar an! accordion. 

And Dad's singing is on the eassette where Indicated in the transcript. 


i’lstory^and Stories of the_ Sharp family . by Luther D. Sharp . taped in the presence 

of his children, Si, Ivan, Dave, Violet, his second~wife, Mabel, and Genevieve, Ivan's wif 
jv|able and I went to the Vary's Chapei graveyar d. I looked all through it. There was old 

man Jim Gibson, Cousin V/u Gibson and other old "peop le 1 thought was up about 90 , 95 years 

oi4 , and there, theyvrrfc 70 4 ”30 years oldl Just for fun I told Mabel, " let's get out 
of here, let's get out of he re. I'm the oldest person in here"', ha. ha. fp) 

Yes. Uncle Hugh was 77 years old—on the tombstone 77 /ears old. (He said to Ivan:): "Ivan 
wasn'TTTe converted!, Ivan, didn't you talc to him and he accepted Ohrlst ?" (Ivan: "yes, 

. that was on his deathbed". ) He was a mighty fine good man, but never joined the 

Church. (Dave: We're all here except Paul") I'm awful proud of it. I appreciate it, 
you lion 't know how much. (Dave: yoiire $0 years old a 00 uple days ago) I thought sometime 

ago that I wasn't going to reach 93. I prayed to the Lord to spare my life, (regaiding 

age referred to years and days:): Better to haveit even years, you know. It takes right 
apart paper to print that, and you'd hfve it in the paper no doubt, hut it doesn't matter 
about it. (Violet: "approximat ely 5,000 ■ mm Sundays —\ ) They mad# a mistake. Did 
you figure it up how much it isT (Vioiet: I do®'t guess they count the Suuoay you were 

born") Dad: Oh yes they took.(?) . (Violet: "four thousand,six hundred eignt... j(.1 

Dad: Ha, ha. 

(Dave: If you counted those.... before he was born that would make some more") Dad: ha, 

I don't regret it. The greatest heritage on earth is father and motorr. Raise them up 
in the way of the Lord, When they get old they won't depart from it. Tha's history, and 
I'm no exception. That is time. He's reco'*dir^; every word I say. 

I*hi happy my children got in to my birthday, and my son's .?... was born on my btrthde 

I said ('d never have any children named Tfter me because it'd mi* up tLe mail so and 
getting mail aid letters . So the way Sr got his name, tat was born on my birthday and 
after hewas born my wife said to me " this is your bir thday and this is your birthday 
present and I'm go ir.g to name him Luther David Shary", I said allriglt , that's all rigl 
1 ®, ha. She r dt gone down to the Jaws of Math presenting my son, so she could have her 
wlshesl That's now come Jr. t at his name . Luther David Sharp. After I'm gone I guess 

he'll. hie name . T) (Dave: They can call me "LD" then.) ha , ha. 

Yes, it was nice you to stop by and see old Dad.?....Christian Life that's t] 

reuain(?) of faith and. family. That's my faith. 
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Thinking about having .. ..prepared, I never heard my father gp t to bed in his 

lifetime k* go to bed without having prayer. Lets all of us bow and have a silent prayer 
( silence ) fThe following has to do with two hitchhikers he picked up on Ell in 

his car. J)..this one fellow, he told me, I asked whattixtac was c* doing coming 

out of that hollew up there l 'ariiS r Lake Reed was up there getting lumber, and we sent truck 
up (hitchhiker: why, we were up the re hauling lumber and broke the ruck down and we'ri 
ga going on to Marlinten to . et some parts"' ) And in no time when the other wouldn't 

tell me where he was from.hesitancy in answering, I figure d out when I taadn't gom 

a half a mile, I knew who they were. And so Iwas scare d out of my senses nearly. Went 

over to warlinton, said to myself, now . If they demand me to go on by, I'm going ti 

fly right on by over in the city and raise nsd if they heller for me to go on. I came 
down hurried as fast as I could across the bridge. Tfrey yelled " we wanted to get out 
back there" and I'd run them all the way across the bridge and let them out. And here a 
couple days later police caught them ih Huntington. Dad was asked if his father made tb 

shoes. .p air of boots e(time or two. (Dave: where did you get the leather?) 

Got from McCarty down at Mi]1 point. Killed a beef and they'd send hides down and he'd ta 
it and get it bac< in a jea r 'a time. Got leather all the time that a way. (Dave: dida' 
he (his father) make shoes for all the family? ) Yes all the family. He Lad lasts for 
all of them (Dave: did he make shoes for others too?) No. I don't know wnere he got 
his lasts. (Genevieve asked: did they make different size shoes?) Yes d ifferent l asts 

. for size of our feet. (Dave: Did he ever make any pegged ones?) Yes, all he made 

ae^-ed shoes . He'd punch a hole and he made It pegs too . Made of maple . Sawed off 
about half - an inch or one fourth an inch, you know , off right on through like that. 

He'4 sharpen off at each side first, I think and all he had to do was sharpen each one 
on th» other side. Oh, he could make them as nice as you sould buy them. Ue aas a 

edianic, b echanically inclined. But I never got .as most of my boys did, who 

take after my father. He made b reast oi ns when he was in prison at the time of the civil 
war. He was in there 23 months and 24 d ays, lacking six days of twc years, ard he made 
breast pins and made a g>uple breast frins and s ent them back to mother who he 
courting before they nabted him and took him into^the starvation prisen. 
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2 Hlstory^ ad Stories of the Stai.ro Family . 'by Luther David Sharp (taped 6-13^59) 

They starved them by the hundreds and by t e hundreds, starved them to death. At 
Salisbar/j H. C. (Lad on way to Florida about 1939 0 and we stopped (Violet: wasn . „„ ... 
prison inRichmond too?) Yes, before they took them all to Salisbury, N. C. and an eld 

man (sitting on the street) had a lo;* grey beard. Henry and I and your mother. 

I said where was the prisons at-my father served 23 months and 24 day s. lacking 6 days of 

being twe years. I said they didn't have prisons, they just had just like barns scattered 
all ever fckat this country here. He said they starved to deat h and what they didn't starve 
to death, they poisoned. And I said my fathr was traded for bebel prisoners Just a few 
days before the war ended, and he said, Oh no, there wasn't a one that escaped. Every last 
one of them starved to death, or was poisoned . And I said my&ther lived through* and I 
am his son. He wouldn't give up. I couldn't make him believe. Ky father said "I saw 
them every day, wagon loads of soldiers and saw them digging trenches through the fields 
and just throwing them In and dirt over them." Well, one thing about the rebels wers 
Starving sven their own men. didn't lave food and of ®ur se prisoners of the yeankei army. 
Why, a jp od way to get rid of them so wouldn't h=ve to feed them, you know. (Dave: didn't 
he sell some of those breast pins he made to get extra food, but how did he get extra food 

if they didn't heve it T) I don't know how he got these (? black hides ?...) made 

beautiful breast pins. (Lave: did you ever s«-e any of those pins? ) Oh yes, I've seen 
them. My m other kept the first f ew (Tlettt-rs?) I don't know who which one of the 
gir ls got t hem. —Mali nda or Ella. He said that they died off there with diptheria and 
said the old black woman that gave medicine for diptheria, that he got on the right side of 
her and told her to give him two doses of it. She doubled the dose. H» said them out 
evtry day and harried them , And said there was a captain that was so mean to the prisoneri 
and the prisoners threw a bag over a captains dog that followed him in. They then killed 
that dog, and ate that do g. And IbK said they begged him to eat some of it aod illled a 
cat and beggedPhim to eat a bite of it and he said , I think he oouldn't swallow it. And 
he said he didn't get any more in a week than heifeeuld eat in one meal. Said they had 
skippers (werms) all over the top where they haa boiled the ham and said be just turned it 
up and drank it. (Dave: How did he come back home?) I started te tell you a while ago: 
why the captain that was so mean to the rprisoners , and somebody shot outside while he 
was in thsre g»ing through among the prisoners., and hs Want te dhe windown and stuck his 

head out to see who it was that shot outside and they blew his head all to pieces. He said 

the prisoners rejoiced over this., because he waa so mean to them... He stuck his head 
out €o see who shot , so they blew his head off.. (Dave, did he walk back from Salisberry 
N. C?) Yes, he said he went by a town after his rslease — got his rilease. Grandfather 
Sharp (Wu.?) and Warnsley had (they or this?) x^akees had Wamsley'e se n and Captain 
Marshall's sen and Grand father's Sharp had traded . Got traded sons out of one prison 
out"of the other. Just a few days or weeks before the war was over. Said they were 
going by a tow n and they said"how did you get out" and he told them he was released, and ^ 

said traded..~.T And they said "if we g&aa our independence, we won't let you too. 

live with us". Se said: "if you gain your independence I'll not want to live with you!" , 

and they came out, started eut like they were going to . He said I put down 

the best runniig I could do I ran kt thsy stopped X and didn't follow. Yes , they was 
msan (souther rebesl) (Dave: I guess they were kind of mean on both sides,?) Well, I 

don't know about the Yankees, Iguess the yan^ees.treated the southern prisoners 

better? anyway. My grandfather Sharp(william), after the war was over, he brought su it 
agAlnst Marsha ll. C apt, liarshall he was a captain, but had men through here. Old funny 
name (~. .7 ) had captured my~rather (Silas). Ke brouglt suit against him for several . 
hundred dollars, (apparently Marshall was a rebel) It was in court for years. ^ came 
to my father's house over there. Called him ut. They wanted to see father to » 

compromise . (Dace: What was that in rtgard to?) Capt. Marshall and Warnsley , they came t 
to see him. (Violet asked a quest! on(?) ) No. They waited him to say something so when 
they go into cour t that they could get it release d, you know, (lave: what did he sue for?' 

Because "'the y gook his son (Silas) away from home here when lie wasn't in ti* army. 

He wasn't bothering them at all, you know. They find a young man the thougtt he was a 
yankee and they took him to put in prison and starve him te death. Whecther they meant 
to or not, the y didn't have food for their soldiers, they claimed, but they did starve 
them to death by the 100's and 100's of tlem. I cpoldn't make that old man believe all 
my t«Lling him abeut my father lived, that any of them got eut at all. Oh, ay father said 




Page 3 History ancfr ^ Stories of the Sharp Family . Slaty fork . W. Va . by L. D. Sharp Aji (/ 

It vas awful, aXful Ufa. (Dave: Gen La a camped up hara at Lloifood , didu't 1»?)* Yes, 

- L 0 thay cama through hara on oar land and the fence areund that field was all rails, and thp 

said .few thousand of them , thay took from one side ta the other and brought those 

. ,^.0 rails and put them right ap through that field yonder from one and to the other and started 

” J a fire ami camped thira aid kerned all the rails up in the lo acre field. Thay camped 

at linwood a great long time~ (Dare: didn't someone go up there and haul keck some lead. 

^—' kmllets that was left ky the rekels when a f reight wagon broke a whe el in the creek?) 

My father and Unde Huglm went up there and Tad all they oould carry on their shoulders— 
feOfa a 100 Iks, I suspect, or 75.. all my life we meltbd these rebel bullets and made bullets 
for our 0ins. We put them behind the chemney over there (at the old home place—at a 
chemney about 50 feet below the present old house) I've gpne there and got them a There 

was a pile as big as a half a bushel or more than that where they were plied there in back 

of the steps. Uncle Hugh* brought the same over here (at the log house next to thenew 
house now in use) . It was all they could oarry. Lots more left there. They carried 

out all they could. (Lave: did any of them (Sharp's) go up and visit tie army at Linwood?) 

They wouldn't bother them up there. Mrs. (?) (Yeagurt? ??...jdiffere.it times talked / 


different times talked 


y about " there goes Gen. Lee's horse many times . (Dave; did she say that?) I think he 
' was klnda courting her, you know. She was a~girl. Gatewood was a colonel In the army In 

the^T-ebei army. (Dave: In the rebel army? I thought maybe X colonel Gatewood would 
lave be n In the northern army) No be was in the southern army. (Gatewood lived at 
Linwood on the bank beside the road. It was dismantled about 1970 and a modern house 
built there) (Dave: that ...ust have been the reason they camped at Linwood.) They knew 
about where the union army was, and they had some over in the valley, you see.(Talley 
Hrad-Mingo are*) It was at E lgwater where they had their figjit. (Dave-1980: I thin there, 
'fit a 8tat ' ur * &•'* Lee beside the road on Mingo Flats yet). % 

Jate Glb sen acted craty and .he was in the'' VSVurwj down there and he ran to the 

river and ttae*r army was then on horses. The captain was en a horse and they gailoped pa 
' him and he ran to the river and the river was up deep and he couldn't swim and It was too 
deep and the captain gal loped up to him and he tHH?ltXfired a shot or two and ordered 

him to surr ender and he says: "your 1 re ah brave soldier—not a hair of your brad will be 

hurt, then he Idi (Jake) shot at the captal if and hit~the horse and killed the horse out fro 
. ^nder the captain. The captain ordered them to shoot him. They shot Jake Gibso n all to 
pieces. He was a brothe r to old man Bill Gibs on, old man Jim Gi bson. E# would have ^ 

saved hie life. That was foolish, when he didn't h*ve a chance. Te should have taken a 
chance on getting away again, shouldn't he?'. H is brother s were old man Bill Gibson and 
Dr. Gibson—they were raised up here on Elk. Is my bed made hon«f (Mabel) (Dave: yeu'r 
a/- 7* 90 years old. You better get some rest) I have to get up so many times at night is 

what gets my .(strength?). WENT TO BED. X NEXT DAY: (Dave: who bui lt the old house ^ 

T down here that we call the honey house?) Grandf ather william Sharp . The fly^Jiftuse was 
down at Eva Shelto ns. Just at that apple oixEarcT! tne alii a ami spring'. Way back 
in my young days I've seen the c hemn ey rocks. They hauled them away later on. And they 
C8JD# U P here and built that house (what's standing of it?T~ahd then built a notle r abo ve 
•vhMl here, a new house—later on after later years.(Dave 1980: I don't know which he means) 

H ad to haul the logs ar ound to Andy Hann ah^ where Barney Showalter lives (across from the 
church). Old jnan~Hanna£ had anup^ahd-down saw mill that was run by wa ter, where he had 
a mill dam where people took their logs there and he sawed theio into lumber. And they 
got lumber to b uild thin house—I mean that s econd hou se(Dafe: I don't know which one it 
was unless it was the addition added on nearby and moved out of theway to build the 
present new house, and which log house covered with clappord that Si Sh^rp sold to a man 
in er near Elkins who planned to re-construct it over there—about 1976 or 77.) ( Violet : 
why did they use wa ter at the saw mill—to float the logs?) Had a mill dam there and had 
a place tie water ran through on a wheil and that started the gristmill a grinding and 
t they ground all our oorn into meal for years and years. Then we built one (a mill) down 
here. Will Elbon buiH o ne cb wn her e. Uncle Hugh Sha re gave Uncle 3am Gi bson and 
somebody else the 'lard—tha t tract of land—< or 8 acres, to buildl a mill dam. So they 

got Elbon from down at Webste r Sprigg s. He was a millrlght man and.? 

Eut I col old man Elbon and~~hrs~~Sbn Shar i i e to put in the burrs and ground flour. The box 
, up in the wagon house—that was in the mill. We groudd wheat there for /ears. And Brice 

ge r t if « f JmV^S?e ^eS^^nt?^ y.u 





